CHAPTER XXVIII.

1819,

FORNATION OF YEE CONQRESS OF ANGOSTORA—IVE INSTALLMENY — EENARKABLE DINOODREE OF
TAR LIDERATOR —BURAEXDER OF HIS LANK AR GENMRAL—OONPIRMATION OF TUD MILITARY
SANES—DISODURES OF TAR IR SRA—ADMIKISTRAVIVE ORGANISATION—LABORS OF THS COX-
GRES — LETTER OF OOLOWNEL EAMILTON YO TRE DUKE OF SUXIBX—BOLIVAR 3T QUT FOR
TS AFPUAR—JUDURENT UPON THE FOLITICAL IDEAN OF TXD LIBERATOR,

N scoordance with the Ragulation formed by the Council of the Biate for the
elections of the deputios to the Congress of Angostars, thirty-five Represent-
stives shouid asserable in that city on the Iat January, 1819 ; including with
these, thoee of the province of Casanare. And it was disposed that those from
the other provinces of New Gransds shoald eome succeasively, st the time that
these sbuuld enter under the dominfon of liberty.

This thought was derived from Bolivar; aa he wished to form a nation from
the people of New Granada and Venezuela, and he belioved that in this manner
they were incorporated by fnct.

Notwithstanding, the inatallment of the hody could not take place on the
appointed day, by the ahsence of severwl deputies; sad, when the Libemtor
wrived at Angostura (7th of February), those of Margarita, Barinas and Cums-
oa had not yet come.  They delay too much,” wrote Bolivartoa friend, “and
I fear that the first may have suffored some mirfortune in the navigation, as they
sbould bave been here by January, If the others should come, the body will be
installed ss soon as there are two-thirds.”

Bolivar longed for the sssembly of Congrese, to put an end at onee to the
military and necessarily sheolute government, with which be was charged, and
to give to the liberated territory s certain appearsnce as s nation, procuring
for it s representative body that should constitnte it.

By the 15th of February there were in the capital twenty-six deputies for
Caracas, Barcelona, Cumana, Barinas, Guayana, and Muryarita, who were:

For Caracas:—Dr, Juan German Roscio, Dr. Luls Tomas Peraza, Ldo, José
Espafa, Onofre Basalo, Francisco Antonio Zes.

For Barcelona :—Coronel Francisco Pargjo, Coronel Eduardo A, Hurtado,
Ldo. Diego B. Urbanejs, Ldo. Ramon Gareia Cidiz, Diego Antonio Alcald

For Cumana: —The General-in-Chief Bantingo Marino, Brigadior-General
Tomas Montilla, Dr. Jusn Martinez, Colonel Divgo Vallenilla,

For Barinas;—Pbro. Dr. Ramon [gracio Mendez, Colonel Miguel Guerrero,
Genaeral of Division R, Urdaneta, Dr. Antonjo Marlo Briceto.

For Guayana:—Eusebio Afanador, Juan Vicente Cardoso, Quartermaster-
General F. Pefinlver, Brigadier-General Pedro Leun Torres.
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For Margarita :—Ldo. Gaspar Marcano, Dr, Maunuel Palacio, Ldo. Domingo
Alzaru, José de Jeans Guevara,” *

The electors having boen scknowledged ss aocording in all things to tho
Regulstion, the Liherator fixed I1 4 . of the day for the installment of the
Assgmbly. _

A salute of artillery at sunset and a general illumination announced on the
14th the solemnity of the following day.

At sunrise, another ealute of cannon waa fired. At half-past ten, the deputies
assembled in the hall of the Government House destined for their sessions, and
the stafl, the Governor of the city, and the Commandant Genoral of the prov-
ince, chiefs and officars in the house of the Bupreme Chief, to accompany him
to such an august ceremony ; threa cancons announcod the march of the retinue,
and the deputies came out to receive the Liberator st the doom of the palace,
A numerous detachment, who occupied the front, made him military honora.

Mr. B. Irvine, of the United Btates, one of the merchants most well-fleservy-
ing of the independence, in representation of the rest, was invited to this
solemn act, and placed between the governor of the Bishopric and the principal
military chiefs, ‘The concoursé of strangeru and citizens was numerousa,

The first sesalon of Congress wea au imposing act, fuli of gravity and respect, -
able to feed the patriotism of a thousand sges. What a genercua ardor infiamed
the bressta of those worthy men! What just hopeal What magnanimous
purposes} '

Happy and memorabloe day ! of glory, splendor and joy !

The Liberator, placed in the principal position, pronounced a long discourse;
rich in style, and full of beautiful pictures, fluent, easy, and disembarrassed ; a dis-
course that was fascinating, and which waas afterwards read with admiration.
All in it is majestic, all gmve, worthy of the glory of the Republil, which was
being fedged amongst unfading lsurcla The grucefulness of the body of the
Liberstor, the fire of his gyca, the majesty of his countenance, the elegance of
his gesture, contributed, undoubtedly, to captivate the audience, who, intoxicat-
ed with enthuaiasm and hops, interrupted him st each step with frenetic and
prolonged spplauses. The Sery word of Bontvan, his force, his electric eye,
communicated conviction to the smsembly, sand this would be sgitated as if im-
pelled by a magic movement, or would remain profoundly silent s if petrified
and struck by lightning. It is that Boliver the congueror, the hero, the Colom-
bian Hannibal, wes also the Demosthenes, the Periclea of the Andes, fall of elo-
quence, whose imposing and delicate expreesion, magnificent and harmonions,
had an irregistible witchery.

SPEECH OF GENERAL BOLIVAR TO THE CONGRES3 OF VENEZUELA.
GENTLRMEN:

I account myself one of the beings most favored by Divine Providence, in hay-
ing the hopor of reuniting the representatives of Venezuela in this august Con-
gress; the only source of legitimate authority, the deposit of the sovereign will,
and the arbiter of the nation's fate,

# Later on, three of the five doputles for Casanare concurred to the Congrees: -
Zen, Colonel José Maria Vergara and Lisutenant-Colonel Vicenta Uribo. The
Don Joss Maris Salazar and the Colonel Antonio Morales did not aasist at the As-
sembly.
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In delivering back to the reprasentatives of the pecple the supreme power
intrusted to me, I satisfy the desires of my own heart, and calm the wishes of
my fellow-citisens and of future geverstious, who hope everything from your
wisdom, rectitude, and prudence. In fulfilling this delightful duty, I freo my-
self from the boundless authority which oppresses me, and also from the unlim-
fted responsibility which weighs ont my feeblo handa,

An {mperative necessity, united to & strongly expressed desire on the part of
the people, conld have alone induced me to amums the dreadful and dangerous
charge of dictator, mpreme cAisf of ths republic, Now, however, I ruapire in re-
turning the suthority, which, with so great risk, difficulty, and toil, I have
maintained amidst as horrible calamities as éver aflicted a social body.

In the epoch during which I presided over the republic, it was not merely a
political storm that raged, in a sanguinary war, in s time of popular anarchy ;
but the tempest of the desert, s whirlwind of every disorghnized element, the
barsting of an infernal {orrent, that overwhelmed the land of Veneruela. A
man! and such & man as [ am) what boundy, what resistance, could he opposs
to such furious devastationt Amidst that ses of woes and afilictions, I was
nothing more thas the miserabls sport of the revnlutionary burricane, driven to
and fro like tho wild bird of the ocean. I could do neither good nor evil; an
irresistible power, above all human control, directed the march of our fortunes;
and for me to pretend to have besn the prime mover of the eventa which have
taken place would be unjust, and would he attaching to mymelf an importance
I do not merit. Do you desire to know the snurces from which those occar-
rences took their rise, and the origin of our pressnt sitnationt Consuit the
annals nf Bpain, of America, and of Venesuela; examine the laws of the Indiea,
the condact of your sncient governors, the iafluence of religion, and of foreign
dominion ; observe the first acts of the repablican government, the forocity of
our enomics, and the national character. 1 sgain repeat, that I cannot consider
orysell more than the mere instrument of the grest causes which have acted on
our country. My life, my conduct, aad all my sctions, public and private, are
bowever before the people; and, representatives, it is your duty to judge them.
I sabmit to your impartisl decision the msnner in which I have executed my
command, and nothing will I add to excuse—I have alraady said enough as an
spology. Should I merit your approbation, I shall have acquired the sublime
titl of & good citican, preforred by me to that of Liberator, bestowod on me by
Venezuels, to that of Pacifeator, given by Cundinamarcs, and to all others tha
universe could confer,

Legislstors| I deposit in your hands the supreme commana of Venezuels, and
it 18 now your high duty to consecrate yourselves to the fellcity of the republic.
In your hands rests the balance of our destiny, and the means of our glory, Yoa
will confirm the decrecs which establish our liberty.

The supreme chief of the republic is, at this moment, nothing more than
simple citizen; and such he wishes to remain until his latest hour. He will,
bowever, serve with the anmies of Venczuela as long ws a0 army treads her sofl.

Our country containa within her boaom many deserving sons capsble of direct-
iag ber. Talcnta, virtue, experience, and whatever is requisite for the good gnr-
emment of free men, are the patrimony, both of many who represent the people
in this sugust smemby, and of others without its walls. Citizens are to be found,
who, at all timew, have given prools of their valor in encountering dangers, of
their prudence lo cschewing them, and o short of the art of goveming them-




380 LIFE OF BOLIVAR,

selves, and governing others. These illustrious personsges do undoubtedly
merit the suffrages of the congresa, and to receive in charge that government
which I, with so much cordiality and sincerity, have just renounced forever.

The coutinuation of ‘suthority in the same individanl has frequently proved
the termination of democratical governments. Repeated elections are essential
in popular systems; for notbing is 0 dangerous as to suffer power to remain a
long time vested in one citizen: the people accustomed to obey, snd he to com-
mand, give rire to usurpation and tyranny. A strict jealousy is the guarantso
of republican liberty; and the citizens of Venezuels ought to fear, with the
greatest justice, that the samu magistrats, who has governed them for a length
of time, may do so forever.

I trust that, from this my act of adherence to the libarty of my country, I may
aspire to the glory of being reckoned one of her most faithful lovers.

Permit me, sirs, with the frankness of a true republican, to lay before you s
respectful outline of the project of a comstitotion, which I take the liherty of
offering, in testimony of the eincerity and candor of my scntiments. As the
.safety of all ia concerned, T venture to belisve that I posaces s right of being
heard by the representatives of the people. I am well aware that your wisdom
has no nced of counselory, and I am moreovar aware that my project may sppear
erroneous and impracticable; but, sim, accopt with kindness this work, which
is, I do assure you, rather a tribute of my since aubmission to the congrees than
the production of presumptuous levity. Your installation moreover constituting
the creation of a political body, and, as may be said, even the creation of a whole
eommunity, surrounded by all the inconveniences which the most singular and
difficult eituation can present, the cry of one citizen may, perhaps, point cut the
presence of hidden danger.

Casting & glunce on the past, we shall soe what is the baxis of the republic of
Veoezuela.

The separation of America from the Spanish monarchy resembles the state of
the Roman empire, when that enormous mass fell to pieces in the midst of the
ancicot world. Every dismemberment then formed an independent nation, con-
formable to its situation and interests,; but with the difference, that those asso-
clations returned to their original principle,.  We do not retain vestiges of what
we were in other times; we are not Europeans, we are not Indians ; but » middle
r8ce, betwixt the aborigines and the Spanisrds. Americans by birth, and Ediro-
peans in rights, we dre placed in the extraordinary predicament of disputing
with the natives our privilege of possesaion, and of maintaining ourselves in the
oountry which gnve us birth, against tho efforta of the origioal invaders; and
thus our sitnation ia the more extraordinary and complicated.

Our lot, moreover, has ever been purely passive; our political existence bas
ever been nugatory ; and we, therefore, encounter greater ditficulties in establish-
jng our liberties, baving hitherto been in & lower degree of degradation than
even servitnde, and being not only robbed of our freedom, but not suffering an
active and domineering tyranny, which would have excited feelings of indig-
aation.

Permit me to explain this paradox. In the exercise of authorized abeolute
power there are no limits; the will of the despot is the supreme law, arbitrarlly
.executed by inferiors who participate in the organized oppression in proportion
to the suthority they hold; belng intrusted with all functions, cinl, political,
military, and religious, America reccived all from Spain, was without the prac-
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tios and exercise of an active tymnny, and was not permitted to share in the
sdministretion of her domestic conoerns and interior arrangements.

This abject ntats of depression rendered it impoasible for as to be acquainted
with the course of public affaire, and es little did we enjny the personal conse-
qusnoe and respect which the show of suthority commands in the eyes of the
people, and which is of such {mportance in great revolutiona, I eay again, that
we were abstracted and abeent from the world in everything having a reference
to the science of government, The people of America, bound with the triple
yoke of ignorances, tyranny, and vice, could not soquire either imowledge, power,
or virtae,

Pupils of such pemicions mastars, the lessons we received, and the examples
wo followed, wure the most destractive. We wero governed more by doceit and
treachery than by foroe, and were degraded more by vice than by superstition.
Blavery is the dsughbter of darkmess, and an ignorant person in gensnally the
blind ivstrament of his own ruin; ambition and intrigne take advantage of the
credulity and inexperience of men totally unacquainted with every principle of
political and civil economy; the uninformed adopt ss realitine what are mare
illasions ; they mistake licentionsness for liberty, treachery for patriotism, and
revenge for justice.

A corrupt people, should it gain ita liberty, soon loses it again; for in valn
are the lights of experience exercised in showing that happiness consists in the
practice of virtue, and that the government of laws is more powerfal than that
of tymnts, because they are more inflexible, and all ought to submit to their
wholesome severity ; that good morals, and not force, constitute the pillars of
the law, and that the exercise of justice is the exorcise of liberty.

Thus, legislators, your undertaking is so much the more laborious, as you have
to do with men corrupted by the illusions of error, and by noxious incitementa,
Liberty, says Runssesn, is a sucenlent food, but difficult of digestion. Our weak
and fecble fellow-citizens will have to increase in strength of mind in & very
great degree, hefore they get the length of belng able to digest the wholesome
aliment of freedom. With members benumbed by fetters, and eyceight weak-
enod by the darkness of dungoeons, are they capable of marching with firm steps
towards the august temple of Liberty! Are they capable of supporting its
splendid rays, or breathing freely the pure ether that reigns thore !

Legislators | Consider well the object of your election ; bear averin mind that
You are about to form fundamental regulations for an incipient peopls, which,
if you proportionste the basia of the structure to what may be expected, may
rine to that pitch of elevation pointed out by nature. If the tutelary genius of
Venezuela does not direct your cholce, and inspire you with the prudence and

expertness nocessary for selecting the nature and form of goveroment yon are
sbout to adopt for the happiness of the people, if you do not ix aright, depend
on it, slavery will be the result.

The records of other days present us with an immenses variety of governments.
Bring to your recollection the nations which have figured most conspicuousty in
the history of the world, and with affliction will yon remark that almoet the
whole earth has boen, and is, the victim of its governments, You will find
many systoms for governing men, but most for oppressing them ; and had not
the custom of sesing the human race led by the pastors of the people diminished
the horror of so revolting a spectacle, we should be shocked in observing our
docale specles feeding on tho surface of the globe, ke the cattle of the fleld,
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destined for the use of their cruel masters, Nature certainly endows ns at our.
birth with an inclination to liberty; but, whether arising from sloth, or some
othor source, it is a positive fhct, that she remains still and guiet under the tram-
mels which may be imposed on her. In contemplating her in this atate of pros-
titntion, it would appear that we have reason to be persusded, that the majority
of mankind considers as true that humiliating maxim, that it is more difficalt
to maintain the equilibrium of liberty than to sustain the weight of tyranny.
Would to God that this maxim 8o contrary to nature, were false] Would to
God that this maxim had not been sanctioned by the indolence of mankind with
respect to their most sacred righta! :

Many ancient and modern nations have shaken off oppression, but few of
them have known how to enjoy a few precious moments of fresdom. Very soon
have they returned to their former political vices; for the people mate frequently
than the government bring on tyranny, The habit of submission renders them
ineepgible to the charms of honor and national prosperity, and teads them to
regard with insensibility tho glory of being free under the protection of laws
dictated by their own will. The history of the worid proclaims this dreadful
truth,

Democracy, in my opinion, is alone susceptible of complete liberty; but what
democratical government ever united at the same time power, prosperity, and
permancacy ! and, on the contrary, have we nat seep aristocracy and monsrchy
establish great and powerful ‘empires for ages and ages! What government is
moro ancient than that of China? What republic has exceoded in doration
those of Sparta and Venice? Did not the Roman empire conquer the world?
Did not monarchy exist in Francs for fourteen centuriss? What state is more
powerful than Great Britain? The governments, however, of those nations
ware either aristocratical or monarcbical

Notwithstanding such palnful reflections, my mind is filled with joy at the
great progress made by our republic in its glorious career ; loving what is useful,
animated by what is just, and aspiring to what is perfoct.  Veneruels, on sepa-
rating from Spain, recovered her independence and liberty, ber equality and
her nationsal sovereiguty. Constituting hemsolf into & democraticul republic, she
proscribed monarchy, distiuctions, nobility, chartets, and privileges: she de-
clared the rights of man, the liberty of acting, thinking, speaking, and writing.
Thoee facts, so eminently libersl, cannot be sufficlently admired for the purity
which gave them birth. The first congreea of Venezuela fixed in indelible char-
scters in the annals of our legislation, the majesty of the people as properly
expressed in the social mct sa the fittest to form the happiness of the nation
Evary foeling of my mind is required tu sppreciate duly the supereminent good
contained in that immortal code of our rights and laws. But, at the same time,
how shall I experss myself§ Bhall I dare to profane with my censure the sacred
tables of our laws? There are sentimenta which cannot remain quiet in the
bresst of the man that loves his country, and which, however sttompted to be
concealed, agitate by their violence, and which an imperious force obliges him
to disclose, It grieves me to think that the government of Venezuels requires
reform ; and, sithough many illastrious citipens think as I de, all do not possess
sufficient boldness to etate publicly thedr opinion in favor of the adoption of
new priociples; and this consideration has led ms to be the first in introducing
8 subject of the greatest importance, although, in dolng so, there is an excessive
andacity, in pretending to give advice to the counsalors of the nation.
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The more [ admire the excellancy of the faderal constitution of Venesuels, the
more am I convinced of the impoanibility of applying it to our situation, and,
scoording to my way of thinking, it is a mimacle that its model in North Amer-
ica has existed with so mach prosperity, snd not beon thrown into confusion on
the first appearance of danger or emharrassment. Notwithstanding which, that
people is 8 eingular exampls of political virtae and moral rectitude: liberty has
boen ita cradle, it has grown up in liberty, and is maintsinod by pare liberty,
I will add, that that people is unique in the history of the hamsn race, and re-
peat that it is a prodigy thst » system so weak and complicated as the federal
should bave existed under so dificnlt and delicate circumstances aa those which
have occurred. However, whatever the case may be as to the government, I
must say of the American peopls, that the idea never entered my mind of assim-
flating the situnstion and nature of two nations so distinct as the Anglo and
Bpanish American. Would it vot be extromely difficalt to apply to Spain the
politicul, civil, and religious code of Great Britain! It would be even more
difficalt to adopt in Venesnela the laws of North America. Does not the Spirit
¢/ Laws say, that lasws ought to be suited to the people making them, and that
it is a very great chance that thoss of one nation will suit another? That ths
lawn ought to bear relation to the physical state of tbe country, to its climate,
to the quality of its soil, to its situstion, to its axtent, and to the manner of life
of its inhabitants; having reference to the degres of liberty the constitution can
sapport, to the religion of the people, to their inclinations, riches, number, com-
marce, customs, and morala,

1 now present the code which, secording to ruy way of thinking, we ought to
adopt.

The constltution of Veneruels, although frunded on the most perfoct princi-
ples, differed widely from that of America in an essentisl point, and withont
doubt the most important. The congress of Veneguola, like that of Americs,
participates in soma of the attributes of the axecutive power. But we go far-
ther, and sabdivide it by committing it to a collective body, and ar: conse-
quently subject to the inconveniance of making the existence of the government
periodical, of suspending sad of dissolving it whenever the members sepa-
rate. Our triumvirats is void, as one may say, of unity, duration, and personal
responsibilty ; it is at timea destitute of action, it iy without perpetual iife, real
uniformity, and irmmediste responsibility; and s goverament which does not
posscas continusnce may be devominsted s nollity. Although the powers of
the Pregident of the United Btates are limited by excessive restrictions, he exer-
cises by himself alonoe all the fanctinus of authurity granted him by the gonsti-
tution ; and there can be no doubt that his administration must be more uhiform,
constant, and truly proper, than that of & power divided amongst varions indi-
viduals, the composition of which cannot but be monstrous.

The judicial power in Venernels is eimilar to that in Americs; indefinite
in durstion, temporary and not perpetual, and it enjoys all the independence
TLECRBATY.

The firet congroes, in its federal constitation, consultad rather the spirits of
the different provinces than the solid idea of establishing an indivisible and
concuntrated republic. There sat our legislators, under the influence of provio-
cials, carried away with the darzling appearance of the happiness of North
America, thinking that the bleesings she enjoyed were owing exclusively to the
form of government, and not to the character of the people. And, in fact, the




364 LIFE OF BOLIVAR.

example of the United States, with its progreasive prosperity, was too fattering
not to have been followed. Who cnuld reeist the glorious sttraction of the full
and absolute enjoyment of sovervignty, independence, and libertyt Wkho counld
resist the admiration and esteem inspired by an intelligent government, widch
unites et the same moment public snd private rights, which forms by general
consent the supreme lsw of individoala} Who can resist the dowinion of a
beneficent government, which, with an able, active, and powerful hand, directs,
at all times and in all cases, all its efforts towards that social perfection which
ought to be tho ¢ed of all human institations? However beautiful thia mag-
nificant foderative system might appear, and in fact be, Venerunels could not
enjoy it immediately on shsking off her chains; we were not prepared for so
great n gond; good as well aa evil causes desth when sudden and excessive;
our mora) constitution did nnt yet possess the benefita of A government com-
pletely representative, and which is so sublime when it can be adopted by &
republic of eainte.

Representatives of the People] You are convened to oonfirm or repeal what-
ever may appear to you proper to be presarved, reformod, or expunged, in our
social compact. It i your duty to correct the work of our first legislatore, and
1 would say, that to you it belongs to cover a portion of the beautics contalned
in our political code; for all hearts are not formed for admiring every beanty,
nor all eyes capabls of supporting the celestial blaze of perfection. Tbe book
of the apostlen, the doctrine of Jesus, the divine writings, sent by a gracious

| Providencs to bettor mankind, so sublime and so holy, would kindle an ocesn
of fiame at Constantinople, and the whale of Asia would ficreely burn, were the
book of peace to be imposed at once as the code of religion, laws, and customs,

Permit me to call the attention of the congress to s matter which may be of
vital importance. Bear in mind that our population is neither Ruropean nor
American, but is rather a compound of African and American than of Europeen
origin; because even Spain hersolf is not strictly European, from her African
blood, institutions, and character. It is impossiblo to point out with propriety
to what human family we belong. The greater part of the aborigines have been
annihilated, the European has mixed with the American and with the African,
and the lattar has mixed also with the Indisn and tbe European. All children
of the same mother, nur fathem various in origin and in blood, are strungers,
and differ all in figurc snd form from each other.

All the citizens of Venezuels enjoy by the constitution a political equslity;
and if that equality had not becn a dogma in Athens, in France, and in America,

| we oufiit to conflma the principle, in order to correct the difference which may

| apparently exist. Legislatoral my opinion is, that the fandamental principle

| of aur systern depends immediately and solely on equality being established and

| practiced in Venezuela. That men are all born with equal righta to the benedita
of society, has heen manctioned by almost all the sages of every age; ns has also,
that all men are not born with equal capacities for the attninment of every rank;

‘ an all ought to practice virtue, and all do not s0; ull ought to be brave, and all
are not so; all ought to posssss talents, and all do not. From this arises the
real distinetion observed amonysf individoals of the most liberally eatablished
society.

If the principle of political equality be generally acknowledged, not less so
is that of physical and moral inequality. It would be an {llusion, an absurdity,
to suppose the contrary, Nature makes moen cqual in gonius, temperament,

I
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strength, and charscter. Laws correct that difference, by placing the individual
in society, where education, industry, arts, sciences, and virtaes, give a fictitions
equality properly called political and sncial. The yuiov of all classos in one
state is emineatly beneficial, and in which diversity is multiplied in proportion
to the propagation of the species. By it alone has discord been torn up by the
roots, and many jealousies, follles, and prejudices avoided

Oar diversity of origin requires s most powearful pulse, and s delicate manner
for mansging so heterogensous a hody; sa its complicated composition may be
dislocated, divided, and dissolved by the slightest change.

The most perfect system of government is that which praduces the greatest
degres of happiness, of social security, and political stabitity.

By the laws dictated by the frst congres, we have reason to hope that felicity
will be the portion of Venezuels; and from you we may flatter ourselves that
security and stability will render that felicity perpetual

To you it belongs to resolve the problem, in what manner, sfter having broken
the fetters of our former nppressors, we may accomplish the wondarful feat of
preventing the romains of our grievous chains being tumed into the arma of
Beentiousness. The relics of Spanish dominion will continue s long time before
wo can completely destroy them; our stmosphero i Smpregnatsd with the con-
tagion of despotism, and neither the flame of war, nor the specific of our salutary
byws, has purified the air we breathe. Our hands ave indeed fres, but our hearts
are still suffering from the effecta of servitude. Man, in losing his liberty, aays
Homer, loses half his spirit,

A republican government has been, is, and ought to be, that of Venezuela ; its
basis ought to be tHe sovervignty of the peopls, the divislon of power, civil lib-
erty, the prohibition of slavery, and the abolition of monarchy and privileges.
‘We want equality, for recasting, a8 one may aay, men, political opinions, and
publio customa. Throwing our sight over the vast fleld we have to examiue, let
us fix our attention on the dangers we ought to avold, and lst history guide us
in our career,

Athens preeents us with the most brillisnt example of aa absolute democracy,
and at tho same time is a melauncholy proof of the extreme weaknose of that
kind of government. The wisest lugislator of Greace did not see his republic
Iaat ten years, and underwent the humilistion of acknowledging the insufiiciency
of sn absoluts democracy for governing any kind of eociety, not even ths most
onltivated, moral, and limited, because it shines only with flashes of liberty.
Let us acknowledge then that Bolon has undeceived the world, and shown how
difficult it is to govern men by simple lawa,

The republic of Bparta, which sppeared s chimerical invention, produced
more real effects than the ingenious work of Bolon: glory, virtoe, morality, and
consequently national bappincss, were the reeait of the Iegislature of Lycurgua
Although two kings in one state were 1lke two monsters to devonr it, Sparta
saffered but little from that double royalty, and Athens enjoyed the moet splen-
did lot under an absolute sovereignty, free elections of magistrates frequently
renewed, mild, wise, and politic lawn, Pisistratus, an usarper sud s despot, did
more good to Athens than her laws; and Pericles, aithough an usurper Ykewise,
was the most useful citizen, ..

The republic of Thebes existed only during the lives of Pelopidas and Epam-
inondaa; for it is men, and not principles, that form governmenta. However
- wise codes, systems, and statutes may be, they have but littls Infinence on
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soclety ; it is virtuous, patriotic, and enlightened men that corstitute repub-
lics,

The Roman constitution waa that which produced the greatest power and
fortune to any people on earth: in it there was no exact distribution of power.
The consuls, the senate, and the psople, were legislators, magistrates, and judges;
they all participated in all those offices. The exacntive, consisting of two con-
suls;had the same inconvenience as that of Bparta, and yet, notwithstanding its
deformity, the republic did not saffer that mischievous diacordance, which might
be supposed inseparsble from & magistracy consisting of two individuals, en-
dowed equally with the powers of a monarch. A government whose sole incli-
nation was war and conquest did not appoar lixely to establish the happiness
of the people, A government monstrous in iteelf, and purely warlike, raised
Rome to the highest pitch of virtue sad glory, and formed of the world 4 Ro.
man empire; proving to mankind the force of political virtnes, aud the trivial
influence of institutions.

Passing from ancient to modern times, we find England sud France deserving
general attention, and giving impressive lessons in every species of government.
The revolutions in those two great atates, like brilliant meteors, have filled the
world with so great a profusion of political light, that every thinking being hsa
learned what are the rights and duties of man; in what the excellency of gov-
ernments consiats, and in what their vices; all know how to appreciate the in-
trinale value of the theoretical speculations of modern philosophers and legisle-
tora. In short, thia star in ita brilliant conrse inflamed even the apathetic Bpan-
fards, who also, entering the political whirlwind, gnve ephemeral proofs of Lib-
erty, sud have shown their incapacity of living under the mild dominion of the
Iaw, by returning, after a short blaze, to their original bondage.

Legislators! this {5 the proper time for repeating what the eloquent Valney
eays, in his dedication to the Ruins of Palmyra: “To the growing peopls of
the Bpanish Indies—to the gencrous chisfs who conduct them to liberty—mnay
the errors and misfortunes of tho old world teach wisdom and happiness to the
new |" May they never lose themselves; but profit by the lessons of exporience
glven in the schools of Greece, of Rome, of France, of Eugland, sand of Americs,
and be inatructed by them in the difficalt ascience of establishing and preserving
nations with proper, just, legitimate, and, above ai, useful laws; never forget-
ting that the excellency of a government does not consist in its thaory, form, or
mechanism, but in being fitted to the nature and charscter of the people for
which it was instituted.

Romo and (reat Britain are the nations which have moat excellsd amongst
the encients and moderns. Both were born to command and be free, and yet
neither had constitutions modeled in liberty’s most brilliant form, but solid
establishments; and on that account, therefore, I recommend to yon, represant-
atives, the study of the British constitution, which appcare {o be the one des-
tined to produco the greatest poesible effect on the people adopting it; but,
perfect as it may be, I am very far, at the same time, from proposing a servile
{mitation of itt When I spea.k of the British constitution, I refer solely to the
democratical part of it; and, in truth, it msy be denominsted & monarchy in
eystem, in which 1 acknowledged the sovereignty of the peaple, the division
and equilibrium of power, civil freedom, liberty of conscience and of the press,
and everything that is sublime in politics. A greater degree of liberty cannot
bo enjoyed in any kind of republic, and it may indeed claim a high rank in
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social order. 1 recommend that constitution as the best model to those who
aspire to the enjoyments of the rights of man, and of all that political felicity
compatible with our frail natares.

In nothing whatever would we chpnge our fundamental laws, were we to
adopt a lagislative power similar to that of the British parliament. We bave
divided, a8 the Americans have done, the national representation into two
houses, that of the reprasentatives and the senate, The first is wisely composed ;
it enjoys all the privileges fitted for it, and is not susceptible of essential change;
8a the constitution has endowed it with the origin, form, and powers, required
by the will of the pecple for being lawfully and competently represcnted.

If the senate, in piace of being elective, ware hereditary, it would, in my con-
coption, be the basis, the bond, and the snul of the republic, and in political
storms it would possess the functions of government, and would resist popular
commotions. Attached to the government by the powerful excitement of its
own proservation, it would ever oppose the attempta the people might make
against the jorisdiction and suthority of their magistrates, It must be confessed,
that most men are ignorant of their true interests, and are continually attacking
them in the hands of those to whom they are committed. Ths individual con-
tends sgainst the general mases, and the general mass agairel authority; and
it ia, therefore, necessary that a neutral body should exist in all governmenta, to
protect the injured and disarm the offender, This meutmd body, in order that
it may be such, cught neither to derive ite origin from the choice of the govern-
ment, nor from that of the people, but in such wisa that it may enjoy complete
independence, neither foaring nor hoping snything from either of those sources
of anthority. An hereditary sanate, as a part of the penpls, would participate
in its interests, in its opinions, and in its epirit, and for that reason it is not to
be presumed that an hereditary eenate will separate from the interests of the
poople, and forget its legislative duties. The senators in Rome, and the peers
in Britain, have proved themselves the flrmest pillars in the glorious structure
of civil and political liberty.

These sonators will, for the first time, be elected by the congrems, and their
successors in the senate will occupy the principal attention of the government,
which will caose them to be educated in o collego especially set apart for the
instruction of those future guardians and legislators of the country. They will
be taught the arts, the sciences, and everything that can sdom the mind of s
public man ; from their earliest infancy they will be acquainted with the career
destined them by Providence, and from thelr most tender years their souls will
be elevated to the dignity awaiting them,

-In no manner whatevar would the creation of an hereditary senate be a viola- .
tion of political equality: it Is not a nobility I wish tn establish; because that,
as has been gaid by a celebrated republican, would be to destroy at once equality
and liberty, It is an office for which candidates ought to be prepared, and is
also an office requiring extensive knowiedge, and propartionate means for attain-

it
in%h electinna, everything ought not to be lef} to chance and harard; for the
public is easier deceived than nature perfected by art: and slthough it be a fact
that these senators will not proceed from the womb of virtus, it is equally true
that they will come forth endowed with a most finished educetion. The libera-
tors of Venezuela are moreover entitlod to hiold forever o high rank in the re-
public which is indebted to them for existence, and I do believe that posterity
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wonld observe with regret the extinction of the illustrious names of its first ben-
efsctors. Y will eay further, that it is for the public interest, that it is for the
pational honor, and that it is due from the gratitude of Veneruels, to preserve
fn honor to tho latest posterity, a race of virtuous, prudent, and valiant men,
who, overcoming every obetacle, have established the republic at the expense of
the most heroic sacrifices; and if the people of Venezuels do not applaud and
rejoice at the elovation of its benefactors, they are unworthy to be free, and
never will be so.

An hereditary eenate, I say sgain, will be the fundamental basis of the legils-
Iative power, and consequently the basis of the whole government. It will act
equally aa & counterpoise to the government and the pecple, and will be aa in-
tarmediate suthority to desdcn the arrows which those perpetual rivals are con-
stantly shootiug at each other.

In al} contests, the interposition of & third person becomes the means of rec-
onciliation ; and thus will the senate of Venezuela he the cement of the delicate
edifice so Hable to violent concussiona. It will be the means of calming the
fory and maintaining the harmony betwixt the members and the head of this
political body. Nothing can corrupt a legislative body invested with the high-
eat honors; dependent on itaclf alone, without fearing soything from the-people,
or expecting anything from the government, whaea only object is to repress
evety tendency to evil, snd encourage every sttempt st grod, and which is
deeply interested in the existence of & society with which it shares advercity and

ty.

It has been most justly remarked, that the British house of poers is invalusble
to the nation, as forming a bulwark to the liberties nf the people; and I dare
add, that the senats of Venezuelas will not only be & bulwark to liberty, but &
help to render the republic perpetual.

The execative power in Great Britain is invested with all the sovereign aa-
thority fitted to it; but it is also circumacribed by s triple line of ditches, bar-
riers, and palisades. The sovereign is indeed the head of the government, but
his ministers and officers depend more on the laws than on his autherity, be-
cause they are personally responsible, and from that responsibility ot oven
royal suthority can exempt them. He is commander-in-chief of the army and
navy, he makes peace snd declares war; but it is the parliament alone which
votes annuslly the supplies. For neutralizing his power, the person of the king
is inviolalde and sacrod; whilst his head is left free, his hands are bound. The
sovereign of Britain has three formidable rivals: the cabinet, which is responsi-
hie to the people and to parliament ; the house of peers, which protects the in-
terests of the people, as representing the nobility of which it is composed : and
the house of commons, the organ of the British public: as the judges ar more-
over responsible for the due fulfillment of the laws, they adhere strictly to them;
aod the administrators of the public money, being sccountable not only for
their own violation of duty, but even for what the governmeat may do, gusad,
against misapplication.

The more the nature of the axecutive power in Britain is examined, the more
will you be inclined to think it the moet perfoct model for either & monarchy,
an aristocracy, or a democracy. In Veneznels, let the executive power be exor-
cised by & president, appointed by the people or their representatives, and we
shall then have taken n long stride towards national falicity.

" Whoever the citizen may be that may fill that situation, be will bo supported
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by the constitution; suthorised to do good, he cannot do evil, for, submitting
to the laws, his ministers will co-operats with him; and shounld he, on the
contrary, attempt to infringe them, his own minisiers will leave him insulated
in the midst of the republic, and will even impeach him to the senste. The
ministers being responaible for such offences as may be committed, are the per-
»ona that govern: and it is not the least advantage of the systam, that those
more immediatrly exercising the functions of the executive power take an inter-
esting and active part in the deliberations of the government, and consider their
dotics as perwonal.

It may happen that the president may not be s man of great talents or virtues,
and votwithstanding the want of those cesential qualities, he may atill perform
the duties of his situation in s satisfactory manner; because, in such case, the
ministry, doing everything itself, bears the burden of the state. However ex-
orbitant the sothority of axocutive power in Great Britain may appear, it would
oot perhaps be too grest in the republic of Venezaela. Here the congrom bas
bound both the bands and heads of the magistrates, snd has sssumed s portion
of the exscutive fanctions, contrary to the marim of Montesqolen, who asys,
that a representative body ought not to take upon itsolf any active principle;
it ought to make Isws, and ses those execated which it does make, Nothing
is 50 dangerous to a people as a weak executive: and if it has been deemed
necessary to endow it with so many attrilmtes in a monarchy, how jnfinitsty
more indispensable would it be in a republic] Let us fix our sttention on this
difference, and we shall find that the equilibrium of power ought to be distrib-
uted in two ways. In » republic, the executive ought to be the strongest, be-
cause everything conspires against it; and, on the other hand, in a monarchy,
the legislative ought to be the most powerful, as everything unites in favor of
the sovareign. The veneration which people bear for a rogal magistracy is a
proof of its influence in sugmenting the superstitious respect paid to that spe-
cies of authority. The splendor of the throne, crown, snd purple, the formida-
ble support given by the nobility, the immense riches scquired by generations of
the same dynasty, aud tho fraternal protection afforded by kings to esch other,
are considerabls advantages militating in favor of royal aathority, and render it
almost unlimited. Those very advantages are a reason why & republican magis-
trate should be endowed with greater power than that possemed by » coustitu-
tional prince.

A republican magistrate is an inmiatsd jndividual in the midst of society,
intruasted with the duty of curbing tho impetus of the people towards licentious--

neas, and the propensity of jodges and administrators to an abuse of the lawa.
Such a one, with regard to the legialative body, the sennte, and the people, is o
single individaal redsting the combined attack of ths opiniona, the interesta,
snd the pamions of society, which, according to what Curoot says, is constantly.
" striving betwixt the desire of governing and that of not being subject to any
anthority. He is, in short, one athlete opposed to a mnititude of others, The
only corrective to such weaknoss fs a vigotous and suitsdle resistance to the op-
ponition made to the executive power by the legislative body and peopie of &
republic, If the executive do not pomsces the means of exercising oll the suthor--
ity properly placed at its dispossl, it becomes null, and the government expires,
leaving anarchy, usurpation, and tyranny, as its heirs and sucoessors,

Let the whole system of government, therefore, be strengthened, and the equi-
librium established in such a manner, that it cannot be overtumed, nor its re-

24
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finement becoms s cause of decay. As no form of government is so wesk as &
democracy, its constitution ought to be a3 solid as poesible, and its institations
conducive to stability. If such be not the case, we msy rockon on baving only
a government on trial, and not a permanent system ; and on having & wavering,
tumultuons, and anarchical community, and not & encial establishment, in which
happincms, peace, and justice reign. .

Legislators] let ne not be presumptuous, but moderste in our pretensions. It
ia by no means likely that we can do what has never yet been accomplished by
any of the human race, what the greatest and wisest nations have never effoctod.
Undefined liberty and sbeolute democracy are the rocks on which republican
hopes and expectations have been wrecked.

Téake a view of tho republics of antiquity, of those of modarn times, and of
those rising into existence, and you will find, that almost all have been frostrated
fn their sttempta, The men, who aim at legitimato institations and social per-
foction, are undoubtedly deserving of every praise; but who can say that man-
kind possess complete wisdom, or that they practice all the virtues which the
union of power and justice imperatively demand! Angels, and not men, can
alone exist fres, peaceabls, and happy, in the exercise of sovereign power.

Whilst the peophe of Venexuela exercise the rights they lawfully enjoy, let us
moderate the excessive pretensions which an incompetent form of government
might suggest, and let ns give up that federsl system which does not suit us, let
us get clear of the triamvirate executive power, sad concemtre it in one presi-

_ dent, and let vs commit to him sufficient authority to enable him to resist the

ineonveniences arising from our recent situstion, from the stats of warfare wo
have been suffering under, and from the kind of foreign snd domestic enemies
we have had to deal with, and with whom we shall oill have to contend for &
length of time.  Let the legislative power resign the attributes belonging to
the executive, snd moquire nevertheless fresh consistency, and fresh influence
in the equilibrium of authority. Let the courts of justice be reformed by the
permanency and independence of the judges, by the establishment of jurice,
and of civil and eriminal codes, not dictated by antiquated nor by conquering
Kings, but by the voice of nature, by the cry of justice, and by the genius of
wisdom.

It is my anxicus wish that every part of the governmeot snd sdministration
should acquire that degree of vigor, which can alone sustain & dve equilibrium,
pot simply amongst the members of government, but even amoagst the varlous
rankn of which socicty is composed. It would not signify, were the springs of
a political system to be relaxed, if that relaxation did not occasion the dissola-
tion of the social body, snd the ruin of those smsocisted. The cries of the hu-
man tace, in the Gelds of battle and in tamultuous smemblies, appeal to Heaven
aguinst those inconsiderste and blind legialatorn who have thought they could
with impunity make trials of chimerical institutions. AIl the nations on earth
have sought after liberty, some by arms and others by laws, passing alternately
from anarchy to despotism, or from despotism to smarchy; but very few have
becn satisfied with moderate sttainments, or adopted constitutions conformable
to their means, nature, and clrcumatances, '

Let us ot attempt what is impossible, lest, by endeavoring to rise too high
in the regions of liberty, we fall into the abym of tyranny. From abeolute lib-
oty there is always a descent to absolute power, and the medinm betwixt the
two extremes is supreme soclal liberty. Absiract idesa give rise to the perni-

S
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clous idea of unlimited liberty. Let us so act that the power of the peopls be
restrained within the limita pointed out by reassn and intereat ; that the national
will be carbed by a just authority ; and that the civil and criminal legislation,
snalogous to our constitution, govern imperstively the judiclal power; in which
case an equilibriom will exist, and those differences and discords avoided which
would embarrass the concerns of state, as Well as that species of complication
which shackles Instead of uniting society.

To form a stable government, a nntional feeling is required, possesaing an
uniform inclipation towards two principal points, reguiating public will, and
limiting public authority, the bounds of which are difficult to be aasigned ; but
it may be supposed that the best rule for our direction is reciprocal restriction
and concentration, so that there may be the lesst friction possible betwixt legiti-
mate will and legitimats power.

Love of country, laws, and magistrates, ought to be the ruling paswion in the
breast of evary republican. Venezuelans lore their country, but not its Jaws,
because they are bad, and the source of evil; and as little could they respect
tlielr magistrates, as the old ones were wicked, and the new onee are hardly
knowr in the career they have commenced. If & sacred respect doss not exist
for country, lawn, and constituted authorities, society is & state of confusion, an
abyes, and s conflict of man with man, and of body with body.

To save our incipient republic from such a chaos, all our moral powers will
be insufficiént, unless we melt the whole people down into one mass; the com-
position of the government is a whole, the legislation is a whole, and national
feeling is & whole. Unity, Unity, Unity, ought to be our device. The blood of
our citizens is various,lst us mix it to make it one ; our oonstitution has divided
authority, let us agreo to unite it; our lawa are the sad remains of all ancient
and modern despotisms, let the monstrous structure be demolished, let it fall,
sod, withdrawing from its rnins, let us erect a temple to justice, and, under the
suspicea of ita sacred influence, let us dictate & code of Venesuelan lawa. Should
we wish to consult records and models of legislation, Great Britian, France, and
North America, present na with admirsble ones,

Popalar education ought to be the first care of the congress’s psternal regard,
Mormls and knowledge are the cardinal points of & republic, snd morals and
kmpowledge are what we most want,

Let us take from Athens her Areopagus, and the guardians of customs and
laws; let ua take from Rome her censors and domestic tribunals, and, forming
& holy alliance of those moml institutions, let us renew on earth the idea of s
people not contented with being free and powerful, but which desires slso to
be virtnous,

Let us take from Bparta her anstere establishments, and form from those threo
springs & reservoir of virtue,

Let us give our republic & fourth power, with authority to preside over the
infancy and bearts of men, public spirit, good habits, and republican morality.
Let us constitute this Areopagus to watch over the education of youth and
national instruction, to purify whatever may be corrupt {a the repubiic—to im-
peach ingratitude, egotism, lukewarmnees in the country’'s cause, sloth, and
idlenems, and to pass judgment on the first germs of corruption and pernicions
example,

‘We shoald correct manners with moral pain, the samse as the law punishes
crime with corporal, not ooly what may offend, but what may ridicule; not
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oaly what may sasaclt, but what may weaken; sud not ocaly what may riolate
the constitution, but whatever may infringe on public decency.

The jurisdiction of this really sacred tribunal ought to be effective in every-
thing regarding education and fnstruction, and only deliberstive as to pens and
punishments; and thus its snnals and records, in which will be inscribed jta
acts and deliberations, and the moral principles and sctions of citizens, will be
the registers of virtue and vice: registers which the people will consalt in their
elections, the magistrates in their determinations, and the judges in their decis-
jons, Such an iostitation, however chimerical it may appear, is infinitaly ensier
to realize, than others of less utility to mankind established by some ancient
and modern legislators.

Legislatars! by the project of the constitution, which I respectfully submit
to your considerstion, yon will discover the feeling by which it was diclated.

In proposing the division of our citizens into active and passive, I have eo-
deavored to cxcite national prosperity by industry’s two great springs, labor
and kmowlodge. Btimulatod by thoss twu powerful causos, the greatest difS-
cultics may be overcowe, snd men made respectable and happy.

In imposing squitable and prudent restrictions on the primary and electoral
aasemblies, the first barrier is opposed to popular licentiousness, and thereby
those injurious and tumultaous meetings avoided, which st all times have given
rise to prejudical consequences in the election, and which have of course been
entailed on the magistrates and the government, as the primordial act is gener-
ative of either the liberty or slavery of a people.

By incressing in tho balance of power the weight of the congress, by the
number of legialators and the nature of the senats, a fixed besis is bestowed on
this primary body of the nation, and it is invested with great importance for
the exercise of its sovereign functions.

In soparating distinctly the executive from the legislative power, it is not in-
tended to sow division betwizt those supreme aathotities, but to unite them
with thoss bonds of harmony which prooeed from independence.

In investing the executive with s power and authority much exoeeding what
it hitherto possessed, it is by no means intended to enable & dempot to tyrannixe
over the republic, but to prevent deliberative despotizm becoming the immed;-
ate causo of a round of despotic changes, in which anarchy would be altemnately
replaced by oligarchy and moancracy.

In soliciting the independence of judges, the establishment of juries, and »
new code, the secarity of civil liberty is requestad, the most estimable, the most
equitable, the most necessary, and, in one word, the only liberty, aa, without it,
all others are a nullity. An amendment is asked of the lamentable abuses in
our judicatars, and which derive their origin from the filthy sink of Spanish
legialatin, collected in various ages, and from various souyoss, equally from the
productions of folly and of talent, equally the fruit of good sense and of extray-
agance, and oqually the memorial of genins and of caprice. That judicial en-
cyclopedia, that monster with ten thousand heads, which has hitherto been
arod of punishment to Spanish nations, is the flercest calamity the anger of
Heaven ever permitted that unfortunate empire to be afiticted with.

Meditating on the most efficiont mode of regenerating the charactar and hab-
its which tyranny and war have given us, I have dared to euggest a maral
power, drawn from the remote ages of antiquity, and those obsclete lawn, which
for soms time msintained public virtue amongst the Greeks and Romans ; snd
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although it may be considered & mere whim of fancy, it is possible, and I fiatter
myself, that you will not altogether overlook an idea, which, when meliorated
by experience and knowledgs, may prove of the greatest sfficacy.

Terrifled at the disunion which has hitherto existed, and must exist amongst
m, from the subtle spirit characterizing the federative system, I have been in-
duced to solicit you to sdopt the comcentration and union of all the states of
Venezuela into one republic, one and indivisible. A measure, in my apinion,
urgent, vital, and saving, and of such s nature that, without it, the fruit of var
regenerntion would be destrpction.

It is my duty, legialators, to present to you a just and faithful picture of my
political, civil, and military administration: but to do so would tire your val-
table attention ton much, and rob you st this moment of time equally precious
and pressing; and the ascretaries of state will therefore give an socount to the
congross of their various departments, and exhibit at the same tims thoso doe-
uments and records necessary to illustrate everything, and to make you thor-
onghly scquainted with the real and actual state of the republic.

I will not notice the most momentous acts of my command, although they
concern most of my countrymen, and will call your attention only to the last
memorable revolution. Horrid, atrocious, and impious slavery covered with
her sable mantle the land of Venezuels, and our atmosphere lowered with the
dark, gloomy clouds of the tempest, threatoning a fiery deluge. I implored the
protection of the God of nature, and at his almighty word the storm was dis-
pelled. The day-star of liberty rone, slavery broke her chains, and Venerusls
was gurrounded with new and with grateful sons, who tumed the instruments
of her thrall and bondage into arma of freedom. Yes! those who were formerly
slaves are now frec, those who were formerly the enemies of our country ard now
its defendera.

I leave to your sovereign anthority the reform or repeal of all my ordonnances,
statnties, and decress ; but I implore you to confirm the complete emancipation
of the slaves, as I would beg my life, or the salvation of the republic.

To exhibit the military history of Venezuels would be to bring to our recol-
laction the history of republican heroiem amongst the ancients: it wonld show
that Vonezruela had made a8 brilliant sacrifices on the sacred altar of Hberty,
The noble hearts of our generous warriors have been filled with those sublime
snd honorable faclings which have ever been attributed to the benefactors of
the human race. Not fighting for power or fortune, nor even glory, but for lib-
erty alone; the title of Liberator of the republic has been their highest recom-
pense; having, in forming an association of those gallaut herces, instituted the
Order of Liberators of Venezuels, Legislators! to you it belongs to confer
honors and decorastions, and it is your duty to exerciso that act of national
gratitude.

Men who have given up all the beneflts and advantages they formerly enjoyed,
a8 & proof of their virtue and disintcrestedness—men who have undergons every-
thing herrible in & most inhuman war, saffering the mnet painful privations and
the cruellest angnish-—men so deserving of their country morit the atteation of
government; aud I have therefors given directions to recompense them out of
the pational property,

If I have acquired any portion of merit in the eyes of my countrymen, I on-
treat you, representatives, to vouchsafe my petition, as the reward of my feeble
sexvices; and let the congrees order s distribution of the national property, con-
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farmable to the ordonnance I passed in the name of the republic, in favor of the
military aons of Venexnels,

After our having, in a succession of victories, destroyed the Spandsh armies,
tha court of Madrid, in despair, vainly endeavored to take by surprise the feel-
ings of those magnanimous sovereigns who had just extirpated wsurpstion and
tyranny in Europe, and who cught to protect the legitimacy and justice of the
cause of America. Spain, unable to reduce us to submiszion by dint of arms,
had recourss to her insidious policy, and tried every perfidions art. F:
humbled himself s far as to confoss that, withont the assistance of foreign aid,
he could not force us back under his ignominious yoke; a yoke which no mor-
tal power can oblige us to submit to, Venozuela, convinced that she is in pos-
senston of sufficient strength to repel her oppressors, has declared throngh the
organ of government her fixed and final determination to fight to annihilation
in defencs of her political life, not only against 8pain, but even sgeinst the uni-
verwe, should the universe be po degraded as to sssume the party of & destructive
goevernment, whose only objects are an exterminating sword, and the shrieks of
the inquisition—a government that desires not fertile regions, but deserts—not
cities, but ruins—not subjects, but sepulchres, The declaration of the republic
of Venezuela is the most glorious, the most heroic, and the most dignified act
of a free people; and it is with peculiar satisfuction I have the honor of laying
it before cungress, eanctioned as it is by the unanimous spprobetion of the free
people of the land,

Since the pecond epoch of the republic, our armies wanted the necessaries of
war; they were constantly void of arms and ammunition, and were at all timee
badly squipped ; but at present the brave defenders of independence are not
only armed with justice, but with power, and our troops may muk with the
choicest in Europe, now that they possess equal means of destruction,

For these important advantages we are indebted to the unbounded liberslity
of some generous foreigners, who, hearing the groans of suffering humanity, and
seeing the canse of freedom, reason, and justice, ready to sink, covld not remain
quist, but flew to our succor with their munificent aid sud protection, and far-
nished the republic with everything needful to cause their philanthropical prin-
ciples to triamph. Thoee friends of mankind are the guardian geniuses of
America, and to them we owoe a debt of eternal gratitude, as well &s s religious
fulfillment of the severn] obligations contracted with them. Tho national debt,
leglslators, is the deposit of the good faith. the bonor, and the gratitude of
Venezuela: respect it as the holy ark which incloses not only the rights of our
bencfactors, but the glory of our fidelity. Let us perish rather than fail, in any
the amallost point,in the completion of those engagements, which have beon the
salvation of our country, and of the lives of her sons.

The union of New Granada and Venezuela in one great state has uniformly
been the ardent wish of the people and governmeats of these republics. The
fortune of war has effected this junction so much desired by every American,
and in fact we are incorporated. These sister-natiops have intrusted to you
their interests, rights, and destinies. In contemplating the uoion of this im-
mense district, my mind rises with delight to the stupendouns height neccesary
for viewing properly so wondarful a picture.

Flying from present sud approaching times, my imaginstion plunges into
fature ages, in which I observe, with admirstinn and amazement, the prosperity,
the splendor, and the animation, whioh this vest region will have acquired. My
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fdeas are wafted on, and I see my beloved native land in the centre of the uni-
verse, expanding hersell on her extonsive coasts betwoen thoss oceans which
nature hed ssparsted, snd which our country will have united with large and
espacious canals, I see her the bond, the centre, and the emporinm ¢f the hu-
man race; I see her trunsmitting to earth's remotest bounds thoss treasures con-
tained in her mountains of gold and silver; I see her distributing, by her ealu-
tiferous plants, bealth and life to the aflicted of the old world; I see her im-
parting to the sages of other regions her ineatimable secrets, ignarant until then
how much her beight of knowledge transcends her oxcesaive wealth! Yes! I
soe her, sested on the throne of freedom, wieclding tho sceptre of justice, and
crowned with glory, show the old world the majosty of the naw.

Legislatoral Condescond to receive with indulgence the declaration nf my
political creed ; the higheet wishes of my heart and earnest petition, which, in
the name of the people, I have dared to address to you

Vouchsafe to grant to Veneguels & government purely popular, purely just,
and purely moral, which will enchain oppression, anarchy, and crime; & gov-
ernment which will cause innocency, philanthropy, and peace to reign; a gov-
emmment which, under the dominion of inexorable laws, will canse equality and
Liberty to triumph.

Gentlemen! Commence your duties: I have finished mine,

The congress of the republic of Venezuels is installed. In it from thia moment ‘
is centered the national sovereignty. We all owe to it obedience and fAdelity.
My sword, and those of my Ulustrious fellows-in-arms, will maintain its sugust
anthority.

God save the Congrees !

The genius of eloquence had found its acomt. Bolivar electrified his listeners,
and he still even electrifies us, after 50 many years of struggle, aiter so many
proofs of patrictic and manly eloquence. That flaming word of enthnsisam ;
solemn in vigor and virtue; full of gmce, ewoetness, and grandeur, was
nnknown in America; and the Colombiana could say with the sincere admirers

of the Redeemer:
Nunquam sio loootus cat bomo
Bicut bic bomo,

No one has ever spoken like this man!! I admire, sbove all, that instinctive
ability of saying what was convenlent to say, and make understood, that which
it was licit to eay. I admire that majesty, that elevated and calm reason which
rules without effort upon the psssions; that vigor finally, & quality proper of an
honest: soul, which communicates the nerve of conscience to the weakest forma,
or the most vulgar1

The orstion of the Liberator at Angosturs is & masterpiece of fecling, reason,
and patriotism.

In the same act, the Liberator prosented to the Congress a project of conati-
tution ; and, the cry of ¥iva sl Congreso de Fenssuela / many times repeatod, was
followed by a ealute of artillery,

The enthusiaam increased even to delirium, when, after having cheered for the
Congres, the Liberator, grasping his sword, sasid with an extraordinary mergy,
“ My sword and that of my renowned companions in arms are always ready to-
sustaln your angust anthority,”

Bilence being re-established, the Suprems Chief invited tho Congress to pro-
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ceed to the election of a President pro tem., to surrender him the command. The
Deputy, Francisco A. Zea, being elected by voice, Bolivar took hie cath oo tho
Holy Evangelist, and following, all the members one by one. The taking of
the oath having concluded, he placed the President on the seat which he him-
self oocupled under the canopy, and addressing the military body, he said:
“ Gencrats, chiefs, and officers, my companions in arms, we are no more than
simple citizens, till the Sovereign Congress pleases to employ usin the ¢lass and
rank which it may think proper. Relying on your submission, I am going to
give in my name and yours, the most evident proofs of our obedience, by aarren-
dering to it the command with which I was charged.” On gaylng this he
approsched the President of the Congress, and presenting him his General'a
baton, he continued : “I return to the Republic the baton of general which she
conferred on me, To serve ber, in whatever class or rank to which the Congrens
destines me, is for me honorable; in it I'will give the example of subordination
and kind obedience, which should distinguish every soldier of the Republic| ™

The President, addressing himself to the Congress, said: * It seoms that the
confirmation of all the ranks and employments conferred by His Excellency
General SIMON BOLIVAR during his government, does not adumit discussion ;
notwithstanding, I ask to declare it, the express approbation of the Congresa!
Is it the opinion of the Congress that the ranks and employmenta conferred by
His Excellency, General SIMON BOLIVAR, being Supreme Chlef of the Re-
public, be confirmed $* Al} the deputics standing up, answered in the affrm-
ative; and, the President continued : “The SBoveroign Congress of the Republic
confirms in the person of His Excellency, General BIMON BOLIVAR, all the
ranks and employments conferred by him, during his government ;" and return-
ing him the baton, he seated him on his right hand. After some moments of
silence, the President spoke in thess words:

« All nations and all empires wers in their infancy feebls and little, like man
himeelf, to whom they owe their origin. Thoee greet cities which still inflame
the imagination, Memphis, Palmyra, Thebes, Alexandria, Tyre, oven the capital of
Belus and Semiramis, and thou also, proud Rome, mistress of the universe, were
nothing more st their commencement than diminutive and miserable hamlets.
It was not in the Capitol, nor in the palace of Agrippa nor of Trajan, but it was
in a lowly hut, under a thatched rcof, that Romulus, rudely clad, traond the
capital of the world, and laid the foundations of his mighty empire, Nothing
shone conspicuous but his genius; there was pothing great but himself. It is
not by the lnetre nor by the magnificence or. our installation, but by the immense
means bestowed on us by nature, and by the immense plans which you will fornn
for availing ourselves of them, that the future grandeur and power of our re-
public should be measured. The artless gplendor of the noble act of patriot-
jsm of which General Bolivar haa just given so illustrious and eo memorsbie an
example, stamps on this solomaity & character of sntiquity, and is & presage of
the lofty destinies of our country. Neither Rome nor Athens, nor even Eparta,
in the purest days of heroism and public virtue, ever presented so sutlime and
80 interesting a soene.  The imagination rises in contemplating it, ages sud dis-
stancea diseppear, acd we think ourselves contemporary. with the Aristidea, the
Phocions, the Camillus, and the Epaminondas of other days. The same philan-
thropy and the same Yiberal sentiments which united to the republican chiefs of
high entiquity those beneficent emperors, Vespasian, Titus, Trajan, and Marcus
Auralius, who so werthlily trod the same path, will to-day place amongst them
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this modest general, aud with them he will shine in history, and receive the
beaedictions of posterity. It fa not now that the sublime trait of patriotic vir-
tee, which we have witnessed and admire, can be duly appreciated ; when our
institutions will have had the sanction of time, when everything weak, and
crerything little in our days, psssions, intercets, and vanities, will have disap-
peared, and grest deods and great men alone remsin, then the abdication of
General Bolivar will receive all the justice it so richly merita, and his name will
be mentioned with pride in Venesuels, and with venerstion throughout the
universe, Forguiting everything he has achieved for the establishment of our
libertiea— eight years of afflictions and dangers—the sacrifice of his fortune snd
repose—indescribable fatigues and hardships—oxertions of which scarcely a
similar example can be quoted from history—that constant proof against every
rovemno—that invineible firmness, in never despsairing of the salvation of our
country, even when he saw Ler subjugated, sud he destitute and alone;—for-
getting, I say, so many claims to immortality, to fix his attention only on what
we have seen and admired. If he had renounced the supreme anthority, when
it presented nothing but troubles and dangers, when it brought oo his head
insclts and calumnies, and when it appeered nothing more than an empty name,
although it would not have been praineworthy, it would at least have been pru.
dent: but to do it ag the very moment when the authority begins to esjoy somo
sttractions in the eyes of ambition, and when everything forebodes a speody and
fortunate issue to our desires, and to do it of himself, and from the pure love of
liberty, is o deed so heroic and so splendid, that I doubt whether it ever had an
equal, and deapair of its ever being Imitated. But what! shall we allow Gen-
eral Bolivar to rise so much above his fellow-citizens s to oppress them with
hin glory, and not at least endeavor to competo with him in noble anrl patriotic
sentimenta, by not permitting him to quit the precincts of this august assembly
without re-inveeting him with that ssme authority which he had relinquished
in order to maintain Hberty inviolable, but which was in fact the way to risk
it *“No, no,” repliod General Bolivar with energy, * never, never wil: I take
upon me again an authority which from my heart I have renounced forever on
principls and scntiment.”

He eontinued to expnse the perils man by Liberty, one man prescrving for
length of time the first snthority ; he manifested the necessity of being prepared
against the views of some ambitions man, agninst those of hitnseif, as he had no
gaarantes of thinking and working always in the same manner, and ended his
discourse protesting in the firmest apd moet decisive tone that in no case, and
for no considerstion, should he ever return to sccept an anthority which he had
80 cordially snd sincerely remounced to secure to his coantry the benefits of
liberty.

On concluding his reply, bo asked permission to retire, which was conceded,
& deputation of ten members being appointed to socompany him.

Following, the Congrees discussed the sabject of appointing a Provisional
Fresident of the Republic; but many difficulties presenting themselves to the
eloction, it was agreod that General Bolivar should exerciss this power for
twenty-four hours, or at the most for forty-eight hours, and a deputation was
sent o him with this resolution. The Genera! replied that only in considerstion
of the urgency did he accept the charge, under the expross condition that it
should be only for the appointed time.

On the following day (16th of Fabruary), the Congress maturely debated the
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question, and recognized the necessity that the Liberator should continue as
President of the Republic; electing & Vice-President who shonld, in the abasence
of the former, perform the duties of the government. The Befior Zes was elocted
Vice-President, and this elsction was participsted to the Liberator.

He sotill insisted that he should separats himself from the command, becaase
the duties of the campaign, he said, occupied completely his time, and beaides,
he wes wanting in sdministrutive talent. The Congress, notwithstanding, did
not very in its resolution. _

' The Liberator divided the Cabinet of State in three parts :—Stato and Tress-
ury-—Navy and War—Interior and Justice,

The foreign relations did not require a special ministry.

For the performance of these posts, be sppointed respectively the Befiores
Manuel Palacio, General Pedro Bricetto Mendez, and the Ldo. Diego Bautista
Urbaneja,

The Congross declared that, in campaign, the Liberator should exercise axtra-
ordinary faculties, and invested him with them, authorizing him to delegate
them in whole or part, as he should think proper.

The Liberator foresaw how much Venezuels would gain iz the opinion of
sensible men of all nations, principally of England, with the installment of the
Congress ; and be hastened to take advantage of the moment, eending as minis-
ters to the cabinet of Bt James, the Sefiores Fernando Pefialver and General
Joed Maria Vergaras, whom, bosides their diplomatic functions, were also charged
to contract for arms, ammaunition and clothing, and a loan of s million pounds
sterling. Nothing was effocted by the Envoys, in apite of their endeavors and
good-will; because the ruinous loans contracted by Don Luis Lopez Mendes
had destroyed our credit, concurring to its utter failure the circumstance of the
refusal of the English cabinet to receive pablicly and officially the ministers
Vergars and Penalver. The latter returned to Guayana, and Vergars remained
some time more in London, but without succeas,

The Congresa meanwhile continued its sessions, occupied with important sub-
jects: it arranged the uncertain destiniee of the republic, constitated since 1811,
but soon quenched by physical vicissitudes, and fought to death by bostile ar-
mies; It gave entity to principlee, valus to the resolotions, form to the intereets.
Even still more than all this, because it presented the spectacle of a self-govern-
ment, peaceful and moderate in the midst of a great spirit of independence,
which revealed conscience; a source of magnanimous inspirstions, justice and
sovereign power. )

Colombia scemed &

Qualis ubi Oceanus perfusus Lucifer unda,
(Xrmp, vm.)

Bimilar to the sun, when, after a tempestuous night, it rises calmly over the
Lorizon, returning joy to the fields and consolation to the laborer; thus, through
s long night of tears and blood, of martyrdoms and of horror, Colombis ap-
peared to the alght of the people, serene and peaceful, on the horizon of liberty,
inspiring courage to the warriors and infinite joy to the patriots who longed for

redemption.
There are no words suficient to relsts how much Morillo and his followern

labored to neutralize the Congress, now scoffing at its resolutions; now re-
doubling threats and maledictions ; now, finally, mocking at its purposes.
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They than wrote more than ever, seeking interpreters, so that, in differont idi-
oms, the profanation of our sovereignty should be read, Bui in vain; because
the Congress proceeded in its Isbors with success, and called the attention of
the world by the founded hopes which it offered to the friends and defenders
of lberty. The leasrned Colonel James Hamilton, writing to the Duke of
Bussex, on the events of Venezuels, aald: *“The event most worthy of
atiention, is undoubtedly the iustallment of the National Congress in this city
on the 15th of February last, with which motive General Bolivar gave a proof
80 brilliant in moderstionand patriotism, as is not to be found in the annals of any
country! . . . I have assisted on many occasions at the seesiona of Congress,
snd the deliberations are carried on with much decornm and regularity, which
may be atiributed to the solidity and formality of the national character.
Amongst its members there are seversl of eminent talents and some of great
experience. . . Never has General Bolivar operated with more policy, nor given
such a decizive blow to the Bpanish government, as assembling the national
representation, He has flzed his reputstion forever, working as a GREAT
MAN avd as & VIRTUOUS CITIZEN, and he has excited and given such a
consisteacy to the national character, that will soon secure to Vemezuela her
complete independence.”

The knowing and penetrating Hamiltor was not deceived |

Before proceeding any further, and only witk the purpose of justifying the
Liberator, dissipating the doubts formed by some teaitors respecting tife gond
faith with which he promiscd Petion the liberty of the slaves in Venczuela, I
will make a brief digression,

My resders know the proclamation of Ocumare (6th of July, 1816) and the
decree of the Council (page ). The Liberator had proclaimed that there
were in Venezuela only citizens and FREE MEN, This waa his desire and hia
thope. Inthe midst of contingencies and catastrophies, he instituted the Coun-
cil of 8tate and the High Court, Buprems Tribunal of Justice in Angostura, “ so
that the righta of all should be protected ; so that the proporties, the innocence
and the merits of the citizens should not be infringod upon by the arbitrariety
of any military chief, even that of the Supreme Chief,” (words of his disconrse
on the instellment of the Council), When the Liberutor returned to Angostura,
after the diaasters of Semen, the High Court was performing ita functions ; but,
aeeding the decrees of the supreme chief, which were the law in the republic,
the Liberator sent that tribunsl u copy of what he stil! preserved, and he said ;

“ T inclose to Y. E. eleven coples of the principal decrees issued during the
third period of tho republic, so that they mny be held preeent in the resolutions
of the High Court of Justice, in conformity to the solicitation of Y, E. in his
communmication of the 14th inast. The universal liberty of the slaves waa
declared by a proclamation addressed to the province of Carncas, when I
landed at Ocumare on the 8th of July, 1818, It wunulled a decreo imued at
Carupano in the previous month, conceding personal liberty and of their fami-
lics to those who should take up arms, and sustain with them the righta of
Venezuela. The vicissitudes of war have caused the lom of this proclamation,
which, amongst other things, it said In article 4th:  The unfortunste portion
of our brothren, which has until now groaned under the yoke of elavery, is naw

free. Nature, justice, and policy exact the emancipation of slaves, In the
future there will be in Veneruels only one clase of men: all ahsll be citizena?
This proclamation, which has been strictly fulfilled in all territory of the repub-
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lic, since the day of its publication, has been still more strengthensd by the
laws in which repeatedly, it has been made known to the people taken under
the protection of our arme, No one ignores in Venezuels that alavery is ex-
tinguished among us, God preserve Y. E. many years, BoLtvag."”

Soon aftor the Liberstor suceeoded in assembling st Angostura the second
Veneznelan Congress, and we just finish reading his thoughta respecting the
liberty of the slaves ; a solemn promise, voluntary and maguificent, which Boli-
var made to Petion on the altar of friendship and gratitude.

And now, does the Liborator merit the charges made agalust him by the
Haitians? Did Bolivar forget the fulfillment of his wordt Waa it for interest
that he gave it to Petion, or was it for fnterest that he did not fulfll it aftar-
wards? . . When any one writes without the kmowledge of facts, truth and
good sense are always in peril; and I will say without fear of contradiction,
that the acts of that time are obecured by smoke of campaigns, by the dust
raised by friendly and hostile cavalry, by the blood which ran sbundsntly as if
to drench the soil. . . It is necessary to investigate much and to hold io the
hand the light of impartiality ; above all, when Bolivar is to be accused, who
in his long career of misfortune and adventure, never merited reproach.

The Liberator, after having issued all the measures which he beliered neces-
sary for the tranquil and convenient march of the government, with incessant
activity be visited all the suthorities and notable persons of Angosturs, exhort-
ing them in the most expressive tarms to union, and at daybreak of the 2Tth
of February be set out to join the army of Apure.

He waa accompanied with leave from Congress, by the Becretary of War,
Pedro Bricefio Mendez. .

Some days afterwards, Urdanets, dispatched by the Liberator, set out to
Margarita, where foreign troops, under the command of General Englisb, had
arrived, which, increased with others of the country, should make an expedition
agalnst Costa Firme, ocoupying La Guayra and Caracas, if it was possible, nuder
the orders of the eamc Urdanets, :

The Liberator had the design of attacking the enemy on the plains of the
Apure, and was seeking & strong diversion on the coasts of the Atlantic.

Let us abandon the Liberator, now that he ascends the Orinoco, to entertain
ourselves, although cursorily, in the examination or investigation of the priod-
pal points of the project of constitution, which bo submitted to the Congress,

The Liberator was s man accustomed to great and profound thoughts; this
being the origin or course of hia peculiar style, of his rapid, lumincos lan-
guage, remarkably significative. Several times, repasaing with novelty and per-
foction the elements of tho fatare peace and well-being of the people of America,
he hed Iaunched his opinion agsinst the federal form, whick he confessed to be,
the most perfect and capabls ¢f proportioning human Aappinss in society ; but
also, the most oppoeed to the interests of the nowly-fledged states. Now that
Colombis commenced to bave security and merit respect; now, that engaged
incontrastably in s gigantic straggle, the necessity of puasing its frontiers and
to proceed further on to liberate tho people of Cusco and the children of Ata-
bualps ws discorned at & distance; lom did Bolivar believe a weak sud com-
plicated government acoeptable, exposed to competencies and debates, which
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delaying the effect of the hest measures, allows for the same case, the avil to take
the increment which is the desth of justice, of convenience, or of the common
weal. The Liberator urged greatly that the faderal form should not be even
thonght of. . Such s social form,” be said, *is o regularized anarchy, or better
mid, the law which implicitly prescribes the obligation of disunion and the
ruin of the Btate without its members. 1 beliove that it wonld be better for
America to adopt the Koran than the government of the United Btatos, although
€t éa the Best in the vorld™

And this was his invariable opmivo. *“The natives of this continent,” he
bad said before, “ have manifested the attempt of attaining liberal and even
perfect institutions ; undoubtedly carried away by the instinet which all men
have of aspiring to the greatest possible happiness, which ia infallibly resched
in civil societies when they are based on foundations of justice, Hberty and
oquality. Baot, shall we be able to maintain in its true equilibrium the difficult
charge of a repgblic? Can it be concelved that a people newly redeemed can
Isunch themselves into the sphere of libarty, without that, like Icarus, their
wings give way, and fall back into the abyss i . .,

The Congrees becams convinced of the uecessity of a rigorous, eficacions
government; always vigilant to evade risks, active ip removing and overcom-
ing difficalties, firm in unity . . . he established the “ central republic,”

The country derived grest advantage from the system of government which
it adopted. Colombia had physical foree; it had & focus of direction and of
impulse for operstions and for the employ of measures; and the consclence of
her power and resonrces created morsl force. The irrefragable proofs, the per-
emptory arguments of the excellence of the unfon and the strength of the sys-
tem, we shall see further on when we behold libarated an immenso territory ;
victorious the Colombian flag, and respected on the sess; Pera freed by our
asgistance ; Colombis scknowledged and her institntions and laws proclaimed
to the world.

Bolivar desired also something of the English constitution. (It is kmown he
had the greatest respect for the political institutions of England); with the
difference that, in place of a king, a president, charged with executive power,
should be established of popular election, and for lifetime; he desired an
hereditary legislative House of Representatives or Benate, which should place
ftsclf, during public tempests, betwoen the popular waves and the bolts of the
government; and he desired, finally, s legislative body, of fres clection, withoat
any other restrictions than the House of Commons of England. “ This consti-
tation,” he said, “ participates of all the forms, and T wish that it did not par
ticipaie of all the vicee.”

The Liberator knew thoroughly the state of the American peuple ; a negative
riate, he called it, having no example in any other civilized association; he
feared that those people who bad lived in abstraction, and to say bettor, abeend
Jrom the Universe, inssmuch as it related with the science of government and
the administration of the State; that they had never managed their domestio
affaim, and that suddenly, by nnexpected events, they had become free, and
represented on the scene of the world, should devour esch other mutually, by

inexperience or by the exness of the spirit of liberty. The federal system was
not pmper, amongst people and representatives, for, being too perfect, and re-
quiring virtues and talents much superior to those which the country had; he
resolutely refused a monarchy, becanse nature itself, in America repels it, snd
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all his attempt was limited to evade anarchy, seeking a means between the op-
posed extremes, which would always conduct to the same breakers—misfortune
and dishonor. To found a free government without tumultuous excesses, and
strung without the signs of despotism, he imagined popular ropresentatives
and a lifelong president, and between these extremes a neutral body, the heredi-
tary Benate, “This shall be the base of all the system,” he said; “It shall
equally serve as a counterbalance for the government and the people; an inter-
mediate power which will weaken the blows which these eternal rivals recipro-
cally aim at esch other. In all struggles, the calmnees of o third party is
always the instrument of reconciliation; thus, the Senate of Venezuela will be
the ghield of this delicate edifice, and too susceptible of violent impressions ;
it will be the rainbow which shall calm the tempesta, and shall maintain bar-
mony between the members sad the head of the political body.”

The Congrees, notwithstanding, did not adopt this ides, and less that of
lifelong president, whoee constitutional form notwithstanding inclose many and
precious advantages! The government is » tempestuoas gulf. No ship cromes
the seas with greater peril than the vessel of state, exposed to the raging
tempests of ambition, to the breakers of intrigne and enemies, to the gales
of the people . . . Skillful must the pilot be who conducts it to a harbor;
but this skill is annalled and parslyzed, when he governs with the misfortune
of » mear termination, in which there is not time to displsy virtues nor
valor, nor to overcome difficulties with firmness, nor to cetablish firmly
and securely the empire of good doctrines, usually bommd by the benevo-
tence and love of the magistrates who found it. The authority which
changes, perils in its own stability ; not thus that which is preserved,
which does not suffer indignities, and if some love it, it is because it rewards;
if they fear it, hecanse it chastises ; distsnt from the deceita, with which
flattery gnins the will of those who aspire. All in nature says to the one who
governs, that the hand which commands is made of clay, subject to human
miseries; but if law adds to this obecrvation the end; if each hour which
passes is a spoliation of power, a disregard for credit and moral suthority, at
Iast scorns obedience, disrespects faith snd religion, and forgetting &Il decorum,
it enters into the dominjon of mccessive changes to be soon Ioet in the sheurd
of military tyranny.

“ The supreme anthority thought the Liberator should be perpetual, becauss
in the aystems without hierarchy there is needed, more than in others, s fixed
point aroand which girate the magistrates, citizens, and things. The Presi-
dent of the Republic must be like the Bun, who, firm in his centre, gives life
to the Universe.”

And this was his invariable opinion. Who can ssy that tha convictions of
the Liberator were erronecas? Who can reprove themt The Congrems, obey-
ing moral influences, the moet invincible of all, the general spirit of the nation,
put aside lifelong suthority, and the hereditary Senate, which would bave had
a taste of monarchy; and left us popular elections applied to the first na-
tional functionary for a short space of time, which hss been the main and
fmmedinte cause of terrible disturbevces, which we shall never doly lament
BOLIVAR wished to satiate from the beginning military amhition, erading ths
orime by liberality ; he wished to compose the bereditary Scnato with the Libera-
tors and chief benefactors of Venesuels, and this not only out of gratitude
and national bonor, but for “ public interest ;" but his jdeas were not under-
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stood. Envyin some, ignorance in others, the deception of the imagination
of all, left the project of constitution of the Liberator without legal authority}
‘They awaited to touch with the hands the evils which he foresaw and wished
to evade, to have their eyes opened by experience, teacher of the ignorant. As
if the errors of those who had been before, did not serve as an advice to thoss
who arel The great politicians call the past centuries hospitals, where acience
executes the autopey of the republics which flourished, not to leave infirm and
without remedy, the present cnes.
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