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.and.llDctuoUJ d&,., or .. yellowish-grey eolOUf ¡ 
.lId being digbtly baked in the 'lb bar_ 
delled "cruet hN .. unt inclín!ng lo red, owiog 
lo lbe oxide of ¡roo whic:h iI mingled .ilb it. 
We btougbt .... ,.y IIOlIle or thia e&rt..b, wbich ve 
took·ñom me winter provWon orthe lndiaTIII; 
and it iI m.olutely ralee th.t it iI .tutitic, _nd 
Coatailll magaelia. M. Vauquelio did not !lis­
(lOR1' u1 tl'acta or lhia earth io it I bLlt be 

,,(OIInd.that·it eootained more silex lbu" alu_ 
I'llina, and threti or (OUt per cent oflime. 

lO 'lhe Otomacl do oot e.at cvery kiod or cu.y 
indifféreotly : they cbooee the alIuvial beib or 
atnr.t& th.t c::ontain the mosl uoduous earth, 
and the amoothest to tho feel. 1 ioquired of 
lhe miMiOlW)', whether the moútened clar 
",ere made to uodergo. u F.thet Gumilla u­
serta, th.t pec:uliar decompoaitioll wbich is in. 
dicated by. di!eogagemeot or cacbonic acid 
&nd aulpbureUed hydrogen. and which ·u de. 
signated io every lPlguage by tbe tena putm. 
faction? but be lIS3ured USo that the nativeI n.¡. 
tber CIIUR lhe clay to rol., QOt do they miDgI.e 
it _ith lIour of main, oil of turtlu' qrgs. or 
fu or the crocodile. We ourtelVeI! examined, 
bot.h at tRe Oriooco aod !Ifter OI.Ir «10m lO 
Paria, lbe balb of earth which we brougbt 
away .ith ua, aod found no trace of ¡he mu:­
ture of aoy organic lubstance •• hether oily or 
farinaceoul. The uvage reganb f!:Very lbiog 
as DOUiUhing. lbal "ppe_ hUDger. When 

• 



• 

". . 
tberd'onI 100 inquiro or an Ocotuc. oa. .hat 
he IUbtiB during tho two IOOCw.ben lb, 
river j¡ the higftelt. he eho •• 1011 blll b.lIt 01 
cla.yey carth. Thi. h~ calI. hU prioap.l roed I 
for et thi. period he can r.eldom pl'OCllnt • 
tiurd, • root of fem, OZ" dead fiIb rwimllliug 
.t the IUrfM:e ofthe _ter. 

o. II lbe ludian ellt eartb (I"DOI waot dnriDg 
lwo U'iOl1th .. (&lid (rom three quuten to .... 
qUlrten of • pouod iD tweaty.fout Mur-). Iw 
doet oot th. 1_ repo hillJ~lf ... ¡th It dllrÍl'g 
tbe ""t of tbe yHoT. lWery da, ia lM Wuoo. 
of drought, 'll'aoo fishiog it 1n00l abulldaat," be 
.c::tape. hi, hall. of po,. .. and mioglef I littJe 
el" with hu othtr Illm,nt, What i. MOle. 

lurpriling iI, that lbe Otomaca do oot became 
INn by .wallowing luch qUIl!.titin of earth: 
lb., are, on lbe eontrary, Clrtrel:lJtl1 robUIt, 
Ind fu (roro blviog lbe bell,. teor.e lud putr. 
td up. 'ni. miNiocary fuy Ramon BtiellD 
_ru. that. b, neTer remacked any altetatioll 
in lb. bcaltb ofthe nuivCl at tilo period ofthe 
great risi.n~ of the Orinoco. 

"Tbe foUowing are tho factt iD .11 their licu. 
pUelty, "hich '11'11 ... ere .blt lO ... rifY. ne 
QtomlCS during lOme monu.. t:II1 daily three 
quanert ola pouod of c"y, aligbtly bardeDed 
by IIrt, .1rithOllt theit baltb beiog IOlIIibly al. 
fected by 11. They moiaten th. euth atTe.h 
",hen thoy aJ\II going 10 .... aJlow it. lt hu not 
bten poaible to verify hilherto 1I'ich preeilioa 
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bow Ul"lC'h llutririPI;II ~C or aaimarma\­
ter tbe 1udiaA. talr.e in a lI'eck .. t tbf;.­
time; but it ia cm.iII., ' that tbc, atmbu1e lk 
.nseijn of .üet, .hith tbey keI,. 10 lbe 
d.y. aDd lIDt 10 \be- wm,cMd al.i.mmta ... hich 

. tU, tIllI with it oceuiClnaliJ:. No piyaiplo= 
gical ph.roOlDllDOO bei.c catiTel., a.ultted, iJ; 
ma,. be in~ lO UUllaa tcnIerU .. lo­
pa pb_ ... b.ich 1 ha,e betc able 10 
,.11",- • 
. .. 1 ,4 .1Id t:nr)'-.. bere .. .i1.Ili..D tbe torrid 
~ ¡Ila gred. N.,ber oI'indi,p.J" cbiklreo. 
'" 0, ud _tÜIDn "'ti! W ¡rewu meo. 
ao. inoniiJWe aal ~ irraatib1e lleaU-e 01 
...uolrillB eartb--r:lot u .Jkaljne OC" cal~ 
ftrth, 10 neutraliu (u ¡c il yulgvl, fIIIid).cid 
j!lió:a.·but .. ti.t eh,. unctuoua, MIel ubalino! I 
.u.w _ell. . It .. ol\en fouod necee",",. lo 
tie \.be. childreD'. bod.. ot lo (l(m!ue t1tem. lo • 

pn:veut tbeir atillg mrtb wbeu !he raiD ceuet 

lo tan. At the rilIage or BlInco, 0tI tbe b.ok 
« the ri ... tt l4agdalena. 1 ... !he lodian .0-
IDCQ .110 male pottery. coeti.Duall,. Iw.uo_iug 
¡ttU pi«n of daj. ThISll 1I'O(Ilen _ere 001 
in aatate of pregna.ocy ;. and &hey &med tbat 
<lo eartiI ~ aa aliJneo,t whicb Ihe, d¡, not find. 
h\Utl"uI." ln othcr AlneneaD triba, people 
_ r.u Rd:, aod w&rte .. w'y. wlltu 1II,y y~ld 
too rnu~h t.o th.iI oi .. nia of eatiDg earth. w. 
found. at. Ihe )Jit.&ion or S .. Borj .... n IodU.n 
(hild or tM G.tUbo olüon, "ho waa as thin . . 



.. a ueleton. Tbe aIOther illforaled ID by aD 

intetpr#ter. that tbe littJc p .... redueed bJ 

dd, lamentable atate of aaophy in CODtequeDCll 
of a diJo~red appctite. baving nlfueed dllriag 
four montb. lo t.ake almo-t l1li1 otha- food thao. 
clay. Yet Sm Borja it 001, tweoty.ive leagua 
di.r;t&D.t from the Miaion ol' Uru.aDt<o inb·bited 
by that tribe ot tbe Otom-. .bo. &ora tbc 
dIi:<:t 110 doubt of a habit PN(j' "vd, tOlllir • 

• ed, Rallo. tbe poya lrithout upcrie:ncing IlJl 
pernic:iou. etreet.. FI1her Gumilla -na, dIIt 
tbe Otoraaa: pwge tbemeelve. with OO. or-. 
tIIer .¡tb raelted fat oftbe crooodile,. .ben tbey 
feel aoy gatttric obttruction.; but the m " • • 

ary .. hom "'. fouod amODg the!XI .... littk diJ.. 
pDIed lo CODflrm thilllMrtioa. 

" It mal be aaked,. .. by lile raaoia of et.ti:Dg 
n.rth iI much m~ .-ate iD die frigid aod temo 
perate zonee. than in the torrid; &lid ",hl iD 
Europt it ia fouod oo1y amoD¡ 1fOmen in a.ute 
of pngnaDC)'. aud Iickly c:hildno 1 Tbi, difi,. 
rcna bet"'eert bol ud tempentu. clim&tes ariIet 
perbapa 001, froco tbe inFt.tate of the fm¡c. 

tiOOI of the llomllcil, cauaed b1 the droag ea.. 
taneous penpiratioo. l t haa beu suppoeed 10 
be observed, thlt. thc inontioat.c tute fOl eatiag 
etlrtb augDleutl amoog tbe AfriCIID llaves. and 
becolllea more pemiciout, .beD tbey ace re-
8trictecl lo a rq¡imeo purelivogetlhle, and do­
prived of . pirilUOUI liquors. If the laUer ·~ 
dar !he pracPce of ea.ting ea.rth leas iDjuri~ 
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'lile may alnia.t felicitate tbe Otomacs 00 their 
4e<:ided !aste {ol iutoricatiOD • 

.. Tbe Negroea DO the cout of Guinea. de­
ligbt iD. ating aye1Jowi!h eiarth, "hich !.hey call 
caouac. The a1avet .ho are titen to Amuica 
ay lo procure for theDlllelveI Ihe I&IIlII enjoy­
mén!; but it it CODetant1y detrimental to tbeir 
bea1th. They I&y" tb&t!.he earth ofthe Welt 
Iodiet it not 10 euy of digestioo as that or their 
COUlltry." 'l'hlb.ut de CblllvaloD, in bil voy­
age lO Martinico. exp~ himeelf very ju_ 
dicioualy 00 that patbological phenomcnon . 
.. Anotber cause," he "}'I. .. of tbia paia iD 
the Irtomacli is, that leVeral of tbe Negrom .. ho 
colXle &om the coaat oC Guinea eat e&rth. uol 
ñom ". pepraved tute, or io coru.equcnee of lo 

dileue, but!'rom 11 babit contncted at bome in 
Africa. "bere !.hey ea!, !.he)' "y, á particular 
ep.rth, !.he tute oC ",bich they lind agreeable, 
'llit.hout &Uffering &01 iOCQTIYeniem:e. They 
lCCa in OUT is1andl for the earth the IDOSt simi­
lar lo thilI, and prefer .. yellowiah and volcar¡ic 
tufa. It it 101d ae<:retly iD our public IIIAC_ 
keta; but thi. ia &0 abUJe _bich the poJice 
ought to correet. The Negroea .. ho lave trua 
bahit llI'e 110 {ond oí caouac, tbat DO c::hasw.e.. 
ment wiU prevent tbeir eatlng it." 

.. lo the l ndian Archipelago. at!he island oC . 
Java, M. Lahillardib-e aaw, between Surabaga 
and Samanng. little square and reddisb ca]¡es 
,IpQled 10 sale. These cake., caIled tanaampo. 
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"'Uf! c.keI oí. da)', zIishdy bU.ed" _lid 1M 
native! eat with "PI*ite. TM ..... '. oC 
pb)'lioklgit ... .tislce "1 ~ .ú-. die Ori­
JlIoeo, barloe: beoD powufull, b.! QQ U­
phrMtl'eQa el ge pkV. M. l ....... uk (cm 
of \la ~u.ru¡.ta el \he expedi,DoQ lo t,Mo 1QIlID. 
ern Jaada utldar the oo.=ne1 oC Capiain J3Iu. 
diq),. .hu publiabed II!)IM curiouJ dct&!b QII tH 
sanaampo ()(" .-po or ~ J.-. "11m 
rt:Adi·b lU)d _I .. blt f«tu¡itIou. clay," ..,.. 
be, .. wbicll !be int.bilfuUl. of Ja1l& ve foadof 
~tin, ocaaiooally. 11 tpI'e.d OP' IÑI'te oCirOIl 
_ud baked. afur bavilla: been roUed mlDli!de 
ty!illden in the fQI'DI oí \he batk. of ri,",""" 
la thil .tate ¡\ take. the ume of "l~ aod iI 
IOld in tbe public owket&. Thi.t dt.Y hila 
peculiar ta.te, wbiclI la olriog tp tbc iOrfe. 
faetioo.. jt. very *urhat. ud fIIIIbra totbl 
~Dgue, whlch lt dy-. ID s-raJ. i4 ia oaI1 
tbe Java.De&e WOIDeP who _t tbe _po. eidl« 
in lbe Wolt of tbcir pi'cpaney. OC' ilI ocder lo 
gro ... tbin ¡ the "aot (Ir phlnlppe" btiag • 
kiud of bea.uty in tlUa COlJOtI'y. De U50 ,¡ 
thia earth is fatal. lo bealth 1 tbe WOIQCn be 
ÜIeit appotite Uraper~ti .. [y. and !lO 10IIgCt 

take. "itbout dU~ • TeI)' 11111\11 quaotily rJ 
food; but tbe deaire of becorniOl _o. ud al 
puNlviog • ale.nder ~, C&t'I bra"" Ihne 
da.D¡t"n,. aOO DlIintj inl Ole creditol ~ PIpO-" 

.. The Uova¡e i.nhabit.na Qf N_ Caledonil 
~ lO apprue tilEoic bWl~r ~n tim" (Ji tw· 
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dt]'. eat gnat pieoet of .. fiiable' ¡lpIt oUariI .. 
M. v.uquelin anaIyzed thil atooe. ud found 
io it, beaida magn_ and .lIn in equal por_ 

o tioo .. lo _-ti quantity of nicle of eoppel. Mt 
Goldbe.rry had leeD the Negrota In Mriea, in 
th. i.landl of lkmek ud Lo. IdolOl, est .. 
earth, m which be had himaelf ",teo 'tIritbout 
beior Lncommoded by it. and wb.ich .00 _ 
.. ",hite ami. fiUble .. ttatite. 

.. In Jooking Oy. tb_ .umplea, whicb .re 
.n t:U:ezdtom the torrid aolle, ""' &ni &truc:k 
by the ¡de. of 6nding .. tute, ",bich nature', it 
_ould _. Ihould ave reaerved t'or Ibe in. 
habitante o{ tb. mm .teril. reglon .. preniJ. 
meDg nca ol'-rude &/Id iodolHlt meo, .bo 
liv. io the fioert ud moat fertile COUIIbi~ on 
lb .. globe. We ... " .. t Popayao, WId io ICTenl 

mountalDOUl parte of Peru, lime redooed lo .. 
vf!r1 filie po.der. IO!d in tbe publ.ic muketl , 
ro lbe natiYlll amoog other articlet of provDiorl. 
Tbit powder •• bu UMd, iI m.Ülgled ,,"th eoc:a. ' 
th .. t it, witb th.lnVM of the ecytbro"kIo pe­
ru.aouID. It •• .11 knOW'D th&t lDdiao _ 
Mngft1l take no other &liment lor .~ ck,. 
thaa lime lUId coca l. both note the .ecnlDoo 
of Ipittle, ud of lb. patrie juiee, ud they 
takt 11I'Iy th •• ppetite, without gi'fiog ., 
nouriahment to the body. ID other parta el 
~th Amenea, OD lb. coaat of roo de b. 
Haclu., lb. GU&jiroeI swallo.lime aJone, witb­
out adding any ~l. lII.aÜ8l' to it. Tbe)' 



"" 
u •• ,. earry with tKm • littIe boJ: iIkd witb 
lime, u we do fIlllSbozCI, ud. in AIia peoo 
pie cany a betel bo:l. Thit Ámeric:au CUJIom 

IDcited lb" CuriCMlty of lbe fim. Spenjeh 01';' 
ptotl. LiIIIe bbckelMl lbe teeth; lUId in lile 
Iodian An:hipclt¡o, .. UDOOg aevenI Aare. 
ricaa hord., lo bldea tbe \:8eth ia 10 bautif¡ 
them. - In the coü regiODl of tbe kingdOIll af 
Quito. lhe Dativa. of Tigua eat babituall, &om 
oboiee. aud-witbout bei.Dg iooommoded by il, 
• vuy fine clay. m.iJ:ed wilb. quartu.e ....t 
Th1. da, suspeJJded iD water reDduI it miIl:r. 
We liad in their buta W¡c veuels Iilled with 
tilia water, lI'hich eerve. ... beTenge, and 
vb.ich the laman. call1J8lUl 01" 1«ie ~ fIll1Ii,,; 
uilllr. or cla, • 

.. Wheu we relIect OD lbe "bolo «tha.a (I0I:l, 

",e peroeive t&.t tbil diaorderly appetite rO" 
dayey, nugneaiaa, and calcazoeou. artb, ia IDOII. 
coaimoo aroong lhe people or the tocrid CODe; 
that it iI not al".,.. • cauae of di_.e; ud 
that lOme tribn eu eutb. froa¡ choice, wbilt 
othen, (tbe 0t0m1C:l io Amena, aod lhe"ja.. 
habitanb or New Caledonia. · in tlIe Paci6c 
"Oeean). a t it from want, and to 'Ppeue hUllo 
ger. A great number of ph)'liologica1 ph~ 
mena PI'O'Y'eo that • temporary ceaatloo or b\l.ll­
ger mar be produ~ witbout tbe .ut.taooes 
th:!.t are aubmitted to lhe organs of digeation 
being. properly speaking, nutritive. 
- l' We muat oot t:Oufound tbe .enation- of 

hunger witb that vague feeling oC debility 
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wbicb iJ .produced by waot ofauttitioa. and-hy 
othet ~c CfQ'eIj The tematioe of 
Jwuset ceueIIloog before digation taka place. 
OJ the chyme iI oonverted into chyle. lt 
ceuea tither by • nuvOUll and tonie imprea­
meo. c:.:erted by lbe alimenta on lhe coau ~ 
tbe ltomacb. Ol beea\lle tbe diptit'e 'ppa­
ntlH u filled .. ¡th IUbstaneet th.t e~ tOe 
IUUCOI.is membI'IJJft to &D abundmt aecretioll 

of the ~tric juiee. To lMII lonic impreaUoa 
OQ lhe ncn.-eI of lhe 1ItoPw:h, tbe prompt ud 
Nlutary e&cUI of what are c:al.Ied Dutritive 
JDedicamenb m'I:y be utributed, Nch al ehoco­
late. and every IUbltlnce tbatgmt1y. ttimult.ta 
ud Dourilhel al tite samc time. It iJ lbe ab­
lMlote of • DervOIlS .timulant tbat renden .the 
toüta.ry \lIe of. ZlUtritive ~b~ (of ltardl. 
gulD. 01" l ugar,) 1_ (Iyour-ble lo ";milation, 
ud lo lhe reparation of lbe 1_ whil:h lbe 
human body undergoee; Opil.Ull ... hicb iJ nat 
lIutritiVe, u employed .. ilb auocea iD Aa.. ia 
tima ofgreat r.can:ity: itacuultonic. But 
whm the mattet which ñU. the ,tasacb I;QI. 

be ~ D~rher .. &O diment, tbat i.J, .. 
prope1 lo be a.ni.milated, Dor u • tonic ltim~ 
latiog !he ne"rves, the" .. iDO of hunger iJ · 
probably owing ooly to the teCrrtion .nf lbe 
ptrie juice. 

i, It ¡" known, lb" ¡real use is . tin made in" 
the Ras! of tbe bolar aod aigilJated earths of 
Lernnos, which Ire eI.y mingled " ilb oxide of 
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lton. In o ...... ,. the ......... -1* 5 d 
in ,tbll 'Iuam. of • ...... tou •• arbd al tbe 
_Ultaia 01 Kiff'boen'Cr , 'IJf'-.d • .",., 6ft 
day upop thei, bread 10m d ol buttc, .hicII 
.tbty caU •• butter,· tCcInlllKltter, aod dIq 
Ind ¡\ ugulatf,8Uior. aod eur 01 Ji« 'tao N 

Wben, tu OInMqutGOll uf tbo fh'%w dJ.t 
are _ prepariDg iD \be .,..cea of!he s~ 
coIoIIiet, tbe Mi";(DI ofthe Oriaoco Ilba!I be­
CGnIII more freqlJellted b1 oalighleDed. tn.m. 
len, the numben of di,. wül be detenaLDed 
wilb pncIIioa. duriog wbich tba ptolDaCl cu. 
lUbIiIt without adding lo the ciar tbey 1hIla .. 
NlI otba a1imut frota tbe vegetabM or .nlmal 
\illgdola. 

A ()Il,,'d.~l, portIon of glltric _a plUcnI­

Mili juic:e mu" bt employed lo ... ot rwtber 
te. lIt1veJop ud "P'l witb tbt fl!Cll 1Qtta-, lO 
great 11 qUUltity of da,_ WII may o--ralu 
th&t lb, Merltion of theIe ju~ tt lo" 
lato tb. _ oftb,cb, ... iaauS-ted bythe 
p-' tnce of earth. in tba lWmach ,ud i~ 
tiDelI bat how don it happen, th&t such ébun­
.. lit se.;:retioru. which, fw f'rom,furnilhiar tbe 
body with ti .. mKter. 0111, produce di. remo­
,.~ el IUbManca alread, act¡oo.d. by odIer 
meaa.t. do not CSlrK at kn¡tb 11 fedio¡ of IR­

hlUltioa 1 Dle IlIte of perfect heal.th ",jorcd 

• 'I'1Iio Oib ..... U« .......... 1 ... c ..... OUIIOHd "'¡!h tIoe 
_18&0 bau<!r, ....., "'Iter, orMdI io ... Iiu .. hw_, 
•• 1at10014 f h ... .tol·.¡ II~ 
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by the Otocn-. duriag !be tinm wheo \be1 
11M tittkllJIQICUIar u.a.e, .. ul ar, JIlbjeeted 
lam ~. ~. iII • pbeoo-. 

. _ 1i.iII.ewlt to be u:plai~. It can be auri. 
but.i 0llIy tu • hIbit '(ftIIooged from gwa .. 
tioJI t. gcaeta&r!. 

The *,q_ ol'the-pi; ",e IJIpwUl1.I dif, 
b mllch. in atI" tht leed ellclturinl,y OD 
Jlsh or _ aadt: jt;' nen pl"ObMlJe tlYt, tInJ 
gutzK: ju.il:e da 8" w ..wre. acoo;mI.ing .. it 

.• ~ployad in .... g tbe digeatioll of animal 
.. , 9 te"" ~;- ,« 1I'C are libio gr&. 
dany' lo eh_se the ~_ of bed» __ 
ud OIlIIivoroos 'm_1o tu flf6d tite forme!' • 
. with ieIb, ...w. tbe .latb!r with ~ 
l&a ~ aocstocA tri:a:IIeH' f.o IU extnordUwy 
abltill-=e, lIIIl irIId it but little.painfuJ. ti be 
_pIoy ioIIie !Ir .amrihM"A' Mlhst.aDce., (VIlriOllf 
&og.. ... " .. ..titillillÍ ophua. betel, tob.c::eo. 
..... _); el" if be ..... , hillItoaIach. 
fNm ... 10 time, with earthy. imipid wb-
-'-c., c: .... t -.re lIot in ~_ it Cor auVi • 
... ~ 
. :uke __ in ,,_.ltat~ lOme _n"a" aJ.o. 
.... paedhybuget in wiofet', nallowday 
«(iable ete.tite: lUCh are du: ""'~ in 1M 
north-eutofEurope. theNiD~r. ami. .ccord­
ing to tt. 1atÜI:Ioay ot lf. &trin, the lUda in 
Siberia. The Ruaiall hunteri'on lbe banks of 
lbe Jeni3ey.lUld the AI1l00f use a elarey matter, 
whit:h they cal! roek butrer, u a hai!. 1De 

• 



1Di.mab Klent tbil da, f'rom .&r, aod are b1i 
ol the .e1i, .. the da,. of Bw::amt. 1m001'1f iD 
~ ud SpU!I b, tbe naa.e eL odarif' __ 
fttth. (timu olol'OlN). h.we tJ1 odour ..... 
tIbI, too .omea.. Browu rdata, iD bis lliItoly 
of.l'amaica, that the aocodile. olSoulh A.-u 
nrallo • ..u ~ aDd. lri-oLn:ryhard 
'A'ood, .bea the Iaket lI'hir:b !bey iDhat Ite 

dry, or .beo tbey &N in want of food. .. M. 
Bonp1aod aad 1 abeened iD, a ... ·.dile et.mu 
reet long, .hieh ., di ;ted et Beta!"", IX!' 

lbe benb of !be Rio Magdalena. thet lb. 
ICOmICb ofthil repti.le contained &h ~digett. 
ed. ud rvunded fnsmeDtI of graaite three ot 
roor ¡nebe. in diameter. It iI dilBcult too admil 
tblt tbe crocodUe. •• Illmr lhBle Ron, mi 

accidenUlll. for lbe, do DOt CÑCb &h wilh 
their loww ja. ratiog 00 lb, grouud at t;JJe 
bottom ofthe ri",r. Tbe Indiao. bave Cnm:ea 
the IhIUtd bypotba;" tbat theae iDdoleDt.m. 
mab Iiketoaup.t their.eight. thet they_, 
hue 1_ troubl, iD diviog! 1 ratbe:r thiDk. that 
the,load tbeir ttocNoeh .¡lb 1arge ptbhlea, lo 
udte &D abuDdant aecretioo of gutric juiot. 
The npuime:ab or M. lda¡eadie rmder- thiJ 
uplaoation eJ.ttemdy prolnhle. Witb .mpect 

• B-., _ ~ -.y.-. PoepIoo In f .... J 
~ _.rlh..:t. _lo _ .-1 ..... _011 ... 
doy. na .. _ ...... .........,. J AIftwid oa¡IIi ... 
liobic .... ,.¡ •• ,he .e-..... ; ..,.¡ 1ftI ..... 1 prl_ 
lIoA .!wll lb.r ........ !..tal." dolo "'¡llItH_ 
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• 
tG lite "habít ot' tbe granivoroua bii-da, Paruculir •. 
f, tbe galliaacee and OItriches, of '1II'aUo,,:iog 

.• liad ilIId Imall pebples, il hu beeo hitherto 
attriboated ti! In instinebll'e deail'fl Df a.cc:elerat.. 

• ing the trituration ofthe.alimentl "in a mU~Clll.r 
• Ind thick .tomad." • . • 

• ' 11Ie I&IIlC pbiloeophic travcllcr gives m In . 

account of .. vegctab1e juic:e, Ihat of the cr,w ' 
ft'ee, which the Indianllllh!titute for milk . 
. .. . We ret,utned, Aya he, from PoJ'too C;:abello · 
lo the. valIer- of Aragua, and agaio stoppeo:! at • 
Ihe planb,tion of Barbula, by which the oew 
toad. tJ) V.lenc:iail traced. We h,d heard, ' 

• "ven! weeb before, o( airee, tbe juiee 0( . 
• whicb is a'llOUrUhlng milk. Jt. i. called the ' 

CO'W ¡,.,.,; aod;we were _ured, lb.! tite Ne.: 
groet o( tbe farm, wbO driok plentifuVy of lbi. · 
vegttable milk, ~ider. it ... wholeaome ali. · 
menl. All tbe milky juil:ell of planta being : 
~d, biuer, aud more pr Jesa poilonoul, thill . 
_rtion awc-red f.o us 'very Httao~iDary: 
bUI VI' found'bJ expelieocc. duriog our l tay at ­
Bubul&, tbat the nrtuel oC the palo dCl v.ca : 
had not bten engkerated. Tbi, line 1m ,M.­

"Iike tbe tm.d.leaved .w .. pple. lb oblong and ' 
poiuted Jea"es, 100gb and alternate, are Ularked 
ji,. latenl riba, proc:ninent at the lower surface, 
..nd panllel: The,. are eome of them ten 
inehelloug. We did DOt lee the flo.".e~: the_ 
fruit iI sorne..,hat lIeshy, and OODtUoa one or_ 
IDlfletimes t.".o nutll. When ¡neilionlare made . 
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in thc trunk orthr coir tree, it yieLH abwIdmCt 
of a glutinolu tnilk, toIerably tbick, dettituteci 
all .crimany, aIld of al!. a¡reeable and balmy , 
.mell. It 111'&1 c6eted to Llt in the Ihell. oFthc 
tutumo, or caI.buh Uft. We drank COIIIider-

• ~Ie quantitiet of it in 'die "cveniDg bd'Oft '" . 
wcot .to bed, atId ver¡ early in tho 1II000iDg;. 
witlftmt fetiiog the leut jJljurioLd e8'hct. Tbe 
viseoaity of Ibis milk aiRe remkn ¡t-. liitJeo 
dieagre;able. The Negmea IIDd lb!! ~ ci 
colour ""ho work in the plantationl driIIk jI, 

• dipping mio it thcir hr'ead oC mt.i:R or.'fa. 
Tho mlljo[.dorno of tbe {am told UJ, Illat,tbe 
.Negroea gro,," tenaibly fatter during thc DIOD 
wben lbe palo de vaC& fumiah .. ' tbem wltb • 
IDOSt milk. Thiajuice. e~to thc air,'pn­
tenb at jt.l l unace, perhipa in C{lMequeDCe of 
the abIotption- oC th~ atIJbpberic oxygen. 
membrana of • atrangl, animlJjud. matter. 
yello"ilb, I triOgy, and raembliog. cMeey JUb. 
alance. . Theae membraaes, aeparated {mm tbe 
telt of the more aqQ#OOIJiquid. Ue dNtic, &J. 
O101t Jike eaoutchiluc; hut they undergo in time 
the Mme pbenome:na ofputref'acti.on ... ~ 
Tbe people call the coagulum lhat .epantas by 
Ibe OOlltaet ofthe &ir, dese. 1'hi.a cmgulUIII 

• growa.our in 1he,p&C8 oC tive 01 IÓI di"" _ . 
1 observed in the Imall porUoDl .Mch 1 car· " 
ried lIlNlIeva Valencia. Tbll milk, aJIltaineo:! 
in the .lopped ,.ial, bad depOlite.d a little r:oJ­

gulwn ; ami fu from·beeoming fetid, it emaltd 
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• • OONWltly & bahamic odOIU. 'lbc fretl:r juice. 

·miJ:ed ,,"lb coId 'Water, ... ~ly coagulated 
at .11; ba~ 00" the contact of nitric acid 1he le-

o pantionioftbe ~ membnnes took place. ' 
• .. The utl'aofdioary trie of wliicb we h&ve 

. beeu tpe'Iring, appea~ lo be piculiu lo !he 
Cotdilltltlo o.f!he cout. particularly from Bar-

o bula. to !he I.U:c of Mar-.:aibo. SoInc atoeJu 
of it exilt neaf lbe viKage of s'n Mateo ¡ and", . 

-according lO M. Bredemeyef. whOlWf tl'Ivels 
• '-ve 10 much cnriched the fine hot-liouse& of 

·Scboenbrulfll and Vienna,';n 'lbe ñIley ofCan. 
capa, three da,,' joumey ~ of CIorac&ll . 

. ThiI naturaJillt roand, Uke UI, thit the vegeta­
ble milk of lbe palo de vaca had .n agffi!ahle 
tute. and an aromwc 1n¡e1I. At Cmcagu.. 
the nativet un the uee tb,t fnrnul!e. thiI POll­

ri¡hing jui" lbe miLk-tree, (arbol de leche)' 
'!bey profsr. to h:<XlSüize, l'rom the tbickneu 
ud colOllr of the foliage. lbe' trunka that yield 
tite moetjuic:tl; .. the berdalD&D diitinguisbes, 
tipm. t!:ltenW ligns, • good milcb cow. No 
'boWlbt hu hitberto known the uiltence.of 
tbil planf~ oC .hkh it iI euy lo procure lbe 
patlll of fructiBcation. It _ma, accordiog lo 
.,M. KUlltb, lo bdong 10 'the upota familj . 

.. Whatevu re1atel tomilk, wbauver regarda 
COto, impirel .an, interest wbich ¡'. ool merely 
tb,t oC lb,' pby.ic:al knO'll'1cdge of miaga, but jJ 

conneeted with anatbrr order of ide •• nd 3elI_ 

timentt. We caD Kal'tdl eoncéive 00" lile 

• 
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bUJIIIUl ra.ce cou1d exilt witbout farin-.!J 

IlUbalaDces ¡ ud .... itbout ib.t rKIWiIbing juioe 
.... hich tbe bftut of the mothu COIltaint. aDd 

.... hic:h ieo appropriated to the Long C. Ll_ oí 
the infaat. . The am)'laCXOUll mattcr eL con, , 

tbe object. ~ religio~ l'meratiOD &IIIOIIfI 10 
roany Datioaa, lUlaeat aad modero, ia difitIed 
i.J1 me Ieeda, ud dep;mted iD tbe roota fli \Ie_ 

'getablH: llIilk,. wmch lefVeI UI U ao alÍDWIII. 
appeaA lo UI excluaively tbe produce oC .... 
mal otSaniAtiOIl. Such are the illlprtlliOUI 
1t'e uve ieCei .. ed iII' OW" earlielt idf&!le)': lI.dI 
ji abo the mqn:e of thal utoIIiaImIent, w\Ud 
Mrizea UI at'tbe upect Dt tbe luIejuat ~ 
oo. It ia lIot bare the .oI.emn .hadet uf flnlb, 
tbe majestic: llDI1lIF of riven, the mouutaIDI 
wnpped iD' eterna! f~ that excite 0II'r emo­
tfon: .. fB1l' drope oí vegetable juic:e n!CIIICD 

• OUt mioda .11 the poweñulo_ anO. &cuDdiI)' 
of llatu~ Oo' the Inrren !aok of .. red 
growl .. íree witb ooriac:eouI ud dry lea",, ' 
ita Wge woody rooU C&II ,JCal'Ce1y pe~ 
ipto the atolle: for leYera! lllootlu oí die 
year, oot .. tingle ehower rooilten.a. ¡ti (~: 

iu bnncbe. appeaz' dead'and dried; bui l!'bnI 
tbe .frunk ia pierced, mere lo ... {rom it .. IWed. 

lIod nouriahing milk. It ia al the miog oftlle 
,un that thi.I vegetablo 1OUJ\bi.n ia ,IIloat abuo­
darlt. The blacb ud natiVeI are the!I .een 
hutening fT(lm alt qua.rtera, (uroisbed wilb 
large bo ... l! lo rcceive lhe miIk; wbich gro1lS 
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relló ... , úd thick'enl at ¡ti lurlilce. Some 
empty their bo'!J ulid.er the tree itR1f'¡ othen . 

• oarr¡ the juice ho.e to their chiklfen. We 
seem to lee tbe familr o( .. ahepberd, .• ho di!!!' 
tribll~ the milk of b.iB flock . 

• , ... .. In e:umining tbe pli~caI propertiea oC ani. • 
mal and vegeuble: producu, lCiente diaplay. 
ibero .. dosel r "liqked tbgether; but .tripa 
them of wh.,t iI aurvelloua, arad perbapa aleo 
af .. part of their chlr~ .b.t ucit.ed. O\I~ 
astonÍlllment. Nothing .ppe&f1l ifolated: lht< 
·ch"emica1"priociplee tbat .erw bel.ieved lo be 
peculiar 10 auimaIa, Ilre fIMlRd in plants: .. como 
rooD chaln links togetber a11 OTganiC nature. . 

.. Long befare chemilta had'recognized llIIall 
portianl of _u in \he pollen of Bowera, th~ 

' var'l;Iilh of I'lsVeII, &lid \he w9itiah dust of OU~ 
pluma and gnpea. ,tho inhabitants oí tbe Aridel 
of Quindiu fabriCllted tapen with the thick, • 
layer of.u: tnat c::oven tbe truok of .. palRP 
tree.- It ij but" .. few yeara'aince we pave. en.. 
col/e"",- in Eumpe caae~. the buis of cbeese '. 
in the emulwD of a1mnada; yet for'ages put,. 
in tbe moDotaios of tlae cout oí Veuezuela, 
the milk of .. lfee, a.nd the chene ~parated 
from tbat vegetabJe milk, have been conaidercd 
85 ulutary alimenL What ia the c&uae of ~ii 

• . mgulir coune iD the ullfoldlog .of oUO' know-
• ledge ?' HolII' have the vulgar in olle. hemi-

• 

• 
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Ip.here reeogniwi, ",hat in tbc other bu SO long 
eGped.!he ugacity oí .chmut., accUltomed 
lo interrogate natufe, .. aeize lIer iD Mr 
lnpteriO\!1 progreu ~ Jt ia, lbat a .mallllum-
bu of e1ement.a and princip~ differentli: com-

• bined are &pread Ihrough IlevctaI fUllllies of , " 
• planta: it ia, that Ihe geñera aud apecies 01 

tb_ natunl fam.ilte. &1"6. nol equally distri­
buted in lbs tonid, the frl'gid, aQd 1he!empe­
nte, zooee: it ¡lo lb,at tribes escited by nnr. 
Ina derivinA' alll1o.t aU lheir lublutence lrom 
the vegetable Iftngdom, discover n"ourilbÍDg' 
priIlC:iples, farinaceow Uld &limen tary IlUtmo- . 
ce, wherever naturo hu depoailed lbslII in the . 
sap, !he bark, t.k root5, or the "fruill of vege­
tablea. 'Ibat amyl~<!OlJl fec\J.Ia, .... bich !he 
&eedl of the cereal P'IOb fumi,lh in .n j!1 
I!urity, ;. found united witb .n acnd, and 

• oIOIIIetime& oven poDaODU' jui08 in "lbe rootl rI 
"the arume, Ihe l&cca pinoltiJi.u, and lbs i:r.1Jo. 

• pJia. maoihoL • 'I'te laYage' of Aine.rica, Iib 
.' tIIe llavage of the ¡sllmb in tbePaci6c Ocean, 

• hu leamed lo du1cify thll recula by presaiug: 
ud. 'epa~ting it from itl! juice. In Ibe milk 
of planta, Uld in me milky emulaiOll$, matLlf 
extremely Doori,biAg, .lbu'meD, cueum, and 
iugar, are (ou~d mi,ed .. ith (&OUtchooc, aod 
witb deleterious IIlId eaustic priDciples, imch '&1 • 

:uorp~in - .nd t~e h,drOCYBni4: &cid:· ' 'TheK' 

• Opi~ .. """lAiDO lIKII'JIIlia, ca.ut<:h ..... , .!re • 

• 
• 
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rnixturet vwy not onl1 in Ole diteunt fitinili.et. 
hut Jbo in t!fI! JP«=ies "hich 'beIDOg to Ihu 
.&me geoua. Sonietimea jt ia tbe morphin, 01 

-nucotic principie. that charactelUes the vege .. 
table milk, u io lOme papal'erolJ' planta; lOme· 
tUnes it ia caoutchouc. u in the he\!ta, llld tbe 

• culillo.; -lIOJDetimet. albumen and caseum, la 

in t21e (:011' tree. • . . . 
.. ne lacteaceut planta belong chicft, lo tb 

three-'ll}iliCl of 0.0 euphorbiacne, the~, 
and lbe apocine«:;· .lId .~ce, OD eu.mining 
tbe diJtribution o. vegetable fora¡! ovu lb., 
globe •• e nud lbat thoee !bree f.milit:t ~ 
more numeroua iD speciu in tbe I01li"rq¡ioIU of 
tbe tropics. 11'8 mUlt tbtnce oonclude, that. 
'ley eleVII~d te.ratul"ll contr1kiteJ lo the 
elaboratiOD oftlr;e milky juices, lo lbe fornll.tiaD 
or caoutcbOllc, albumen, ud cueou! mltter;" 
aod .HullIbolt!t might have added_henCle too 
they are produce:l in lbe high telTlpllrature of 
animal. bodi."- Thl! up or Ole palo de van 
fLU1lishes unquestiooably tbe rno.t ¡trildo! ex· 
.mple or .. vegetaltl~ milk, in wbich tlJe aerid 

• A.n..- thcM Ihree ¡rut foalilia foU .... 1M' popan· 
"''',lbe ebic ........ 1ho \obclj,_, lb. amp",,~I_ .... 

• lIio .. potA< ...... lile eueubil&Cftt- n l hld"""V'olc acid 
i. ~i&r lII.lbo ¡Toup ~ "Oo."" ... ,.dtIaeM. l a Ihe 
"""''''''''Illedooouo pt.. .. u... ..... aoil!<ll..ico ; hUI 1M 
peA.pt.", .... di. polmo. whitll,ield ¡""" ... .,... lll<1 ag .... -
ohl .... ;Jk1 ... ~\oio ... """ .......... doubt CUOI/III. Of .. !1M. 
a"u~ ¡" Ihe ali\k or "''''''_? ... 

• 

• • 
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• IIIld deJl!terioUl priociple it nol united .itlt 

Ihe a1bUUleD, the ~l.Im, ud tbe c:aoukl!ooc. 
The genera eupborbit. ud ~piu, h",ner. 
lhough genetally koown Cor lbe;r c:allttic pro... ­
~rtiC$, had alrudy preseo.ted UI ",ilb • fe ... 
.peclcs, the juiu of whicb it a.ce! a.ud lwm­
lesa. Suth are tbe tabayba dulce",Cthc Caoary ' 
lI!ulliI. 0. ud the 8IIC1epia lactifua of Ce)'\oD. 
Dorman rebla, Ih.t iD lb, l..uer couotry. 
"t.en oow', milk ia waot.iJJg, tkmiJk "oC thD 
aaclrp_ U. uted ¡, ,nd Wt lbe .u-;Ob _ 
mon1y p~ .¡Ih uilUl Il1ilk are boiled 
lri.th ¡ti lena. 11 may be poMible, .. M. de 
CandoUe 'hu we1l ob.erved; that lbe oatil'1S 

employ 0111, the juice that 00 .... 1 rrom thu 
1000g p1wt, .t • period .]leo Ibe acrid prillo 
ciple is Dot yel developtd. ID floel. th.e fint 
abOOI.l of tha lpocyneOUI pla.pts are eat.e.n in 
aeveral C'OuouU:.. 

lo oompmog the milky juiéet of lb,' pa­
pa .... , tbe cow tree .ud lbe hevea. 'tbere appean 
• Itriking aualogy between Ibe juicet _hicb 
ahouod io cueou. maLUr. _00 tho.e io whic:h 
the C8OLltclJOOC prevail .. . ' AII Ihe ..-hite aud 
newl,'Prrpared c:aoutcbouc:, ...... eU .. \be im­
perroeable cloab .manufacWred in ~ 
Ameri_. by pbcing • ¡ayr.r qf mil~ of heve. • 
bet_eo two pieces of cloth, uhal, au anjlJll.l " 

• 
. • E.phorbio bo'.mi'tra. n. .ill, ¡lile. ot 111. cHI" 
-:iLWio io ~"'¡I, ... ..eI. 

•• • • 

• 
• 
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anO. DIU&eating lllill!ll.. This iéemt 10 irid¡utif 
• tbat the c.outcbouc. in ooaguIating. carries 

witb il me CUCUIU, ",hi¡:h u perhaJl" 0011 an 
~ albtJmm. . . ' . 

Tbe proil.uce of the lm.d.fruit tree can no 
more ~ conlidered al bread, than"tl!e plaño 
taina ~ora the atate Of roaturity¡ ot the tube. 
rous lud ImylM:eout roota of !.he caUava, ¡he 
w-ea, tbe coo,vblvulu. batatas. lod tbe 
pOtato. 'Ihe mük nf tbe oo1li' tree ooowns, on 
tbe contrary, lbe cueou, malter liké tbe milk 

• of mammiferou. 8.nimah. Raihng OUl mind! 
to more geueraJ conaideratiom, ,vre .hall regan!, 
,,¡th M. O.y Lu ... c, tbe caoutehouc as tbc • 
oiI1 pul. the butter of ve~table milk. We 
find'ih tbe mUk of pUn'-'. cucuotand caoul· 
chone; in tbe milk. nf 1lIlimab, cueUIIl and 
bu~r. Thl! proportion' of tbe 111'0 albt.U:n,i. 
noUl . &lid o.iIy principIe.' diEer io tbe varkm. 
speciea nf aniDl.u lUId oflac:tetcent plUlll. In 
tbme luto they .re xooot frequently mued w!th 
o\hcr lubstanCCl hLU'lful as food. bul of which' 
the leparatioo migbt pelh.ps be obpioed by 
clJemical ptoeCNea. A vegetable mllk be­
comes'nouriabiog, .. bc=n it ia de,titute nf ~ 
lod narootic principie. i .ud .bounda'leu in 
cao~OIlC, tban iD CQeOUII m:itter. . 

JL .he palo de vaca display to al the im. 
meDIe fecundity, ~d !he bouDty of nawre 
uooer !he tnrrid zone, it remim!. UI also of 
the D~erou~ C3.UlCa which fuour, in those-

• 
• • 
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6.oe .cliinatea. th'e carel .... indolence oímin. 
Mungo Park hu. m&de kn •• n to UI the buUer •. 
tree of Bamban, whicb M. de CandoUe su.. 
pects' 10 be of tb family-of upo~ ....... dI 11 
OUl' millt treé.. Tbe plantaina. !be -s: tree. 
lhe mahliüu of tbe Oriooc:o, are Al lIIUCb 
bread treel .. lhe rema ñf the Sou\h Sea; 11Ie 
fruitl of the creaa:ntia aod th-e l~ia &el"l'C 

for veJlela. 1116 Ipathet'qf lhc p.Jm5, and the 
buk or"l'«!es, fumish cap. aad ganoentl wi!h. 
out a 1IeafIl. The kJ.1;pU, or r.tber tbe illterlor 
cell, of the truou of bamboOs, l upply ladi:Iers. 
and {aeília1c ill • lhoue.aod waJa lhe COllltruC_ 

• tion of • hut, &!Id tbe fabricanDn oí cbain. 
beds, lIod olher artiele. otfuruitl!re, lbat .coco­
pote tbe "!ealth of a llavage . . JI! !he roidst of 
tbis lavim VegctatiOD, .10 varicd in ¡u produc. 
tinn,. it require. very powerfuJ motiveI 10 a· 
cite mao to ¡ahour, 10 I&waken mm fron:! bis 
lethafgy. &!Id uo(old bis inteUectud faculties. 

'The use ofturtles' eggs'" food. OC%trequire 
oue attentioo. • 

" A frceb oortb-eut wind, u.p Humboldt, 
euried lU full Wl toward the Boca de la Tor. 
tuga. We Imded at eleven in tbe mor/ling on 
'D iBl.bd. which tbe Indian. of the Milaion. of 
Uruana coru.id~red &S their property. &lid. -A-hieh 
is pJ&et,d in the middle .01 the river.· This 
ialand u celebrated (or the turtle IishcI)'. aro as 
tlIey lay here, the coeeciI .. the harvest 01 egga. 
that takes plaee aoñu..lll: We here IlNnd .n 

• 



"" .. 
..emblage 9f lodlan .. eJ1CIlDped ulIder '}nn, 

con~cted witl¡, palIO te.ves. nu. eucamp­
ment cootained more than lhree 'kuudred per­
toiu.. ACQlItoIl1td, linee 'II" had Ita S.n Fet_ 

o nando de Apw-e. lo _ 0II1f deNrt- lhóte., Wtl 
"ere .in~ly Itruek by ibe mO\"e!lloot that 
prel'ailcd ·bett. We found, beIido the Ou ... 
moca iIDd' the 0t0n1ae. ol Uruani.,. "bo are . . 
botb c:o.idered u "vase _ lIot 10 be tam-
ed. Caribben and other IndwlI nf lbe Lo_et 
QJ:inoco.' Every tribe """ aeparately encamp­
ed.~ IlIld distin8Uilhed by tbe plgmentl 'Witb 
whieh thei, roo 'fr. painted. Sorne .. bito 
men.were _11 amid thi. tumultuow ~m_ 
blage, ehiefly pulpetOl¡ or ¡ittlt tnldem nf An_ 
gottura. .hD hld 0I!IDt!. up tbe river 10 pUto 
cLue oil ofturtl.' eg¡p tToro tlie _"es. , The 

. miuion_". of UnJan&,.' natin= of AlCllb. de 
Henarez, came lO meet...... He told ut, that 
he .... come 10 eDelmP Widl1he Indian, duro 
tng tbe timé nf tbe I:w'velt nf esga. .. to, cele. 
br.te ~us eve!)' lIIor¡ing iD ·lha opeo air, lO 
procure lbe oi1 1M'Cf'wary for die lamp of the 
chureb, .nd qpecially lo govem thi. re¡iu~ 

• líe. "de Inda " CutelI.&aOII, in whieh every 
one."¡fhed 10 proI!t 1iDsf1 by 'lll'bat God bd 
gn.ated lo a." ", 

.. W. made the tour nf the iI1and, accoll'lpa­
niedo by lbe m_onary. &lid by i. pulpero .. bo 
bout~ ofhaving viJited ten yeari luceessiv.ely 
the ~mp of tbe IndiJ,1II, .nd lb,e pesca de tor_> 

• • 
• • 
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~ ·We me 011 .. plai.Ii t;¡( ~d penect1y 
8OI00tb; uúi ",en toId, thlt .. fu .. l1li'8 could 
_ 1Il000p besch, turtla' .. "ere conceal­
ed lIoder.layerof~. TJ14l11n_OIWJ,wo 
ried .. loDg pote io hiI baDd. He e.bond III,¡ • 

that b,m_ of' thl. poIe (vua) tbe utedt 
ofthe Itntum of eg¡p eouId be.determined, .. 
lbe CIIioer. 'det2rmiDa lhe limita 01 .. bed of 
marl, ofbog. iroa we. oró! coal. Ca thNatiJIg 
lbe v&n. ¡-pendic:ult.rly iato tlie ground.lOt1 
feel b, lbe .udden WPI of rftl.tmee:tbat J1!U 
bve penetn.ted int. the cavity Of' 1&1,lof 
100M eanh. cootainiDg lbe ea.. We ... thu 
lbe .tratUIII is geomJly -pread wltb 10 ..uclt 
unifoMity. tbat the'poJe fiodl j t evtIJ.,..htni 
in .. ndiuI of teD toiIt\I I.lOUlld uy pea 
mark> Mere lbe, talk eoolinuaUy of- lquVe 
percha of egp; it illijL:e .. mine COUlltry. tbat . 
i, divided ioto Jota, u:'d _orked witb &he grm.: 
ti! I"f8Ultrily. :rbe 'Itra~um nf tf!P.o hO'fl'ever. 
it faE from covering lb,! .. boIe ialand : tbe:f 
&re not fOliad ... MI1lVU lbe ground riles .b: • • I'UptJy. becallM lbe wide caDDOt mOlla! tbele" 
littIe beightl. • 

.. neo IodianJ ~red 11110 Ul.lt in pog up • 
tb" OriIlOCO froal ib mouth to the juoctior\ of 
lbe Apure. lIot QIIe itland or ooi betoch .. to 
be found, .. hefe egge can be coIlected in tbun­
d,na. 11Ie grnt turtle (un.u) Ílrnd. piacel 
iDl¡abited by"men, 01 Dluch rrequellted b>: bo&t .. 

. It iI .. timid and miltrUltful lnimal, tIJa! raDei . . 
• 

• 
• 

• 
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ita bet.d abc\ve lbe water, aad hide- it.elf _1 
tbe I_t noile. 1lIe abOla .• befe aJmc.t a11 
l be turtlea. or lbe Órinoco -rpeu lo ~ble 
annually. &ni lilllatll betWHII lbe junctiop of 
tbe Oriooco witb \be Apun. and tbe gte.t Ca. 

• wactt Of R..odalel i tilat b lo .y. bet_een 
Cabru~ ,lid lbe Million or Atufe$. 1'bere 
ate fouod che three f.moua 61~ of 

• &canmr.da. IIr Boca del c..bullaro·¡ 6f Cucu_ 
nJparu., or Boca de !J'.Tortuga i and or P.ra •• 
ruma, • Jittle bell1w Carichall.. It _mt lb.t 

• • tbe ant.u doet poi pau beyOlld.tbe c.taracü ¡ 
and ooly lbe tunls ealled tcrek.,... nll fODOd 
aboye At~ and M&ypul"tL Thil is tb~place 
lo _y. f", .Old. on th., dift'ermce between 
,Ihese two .pecilll, .n4. on tbeir CODDuion wilh 
variou~ famUiet or lb. cheloaian order . 

.. We Ihall begio wilh tbearnu, which tbe Spa­
niMd. or lbe MiMloutWIlimply tortuga, and 
Ibe uilteoee or which iI orlO gTeIIt importanee 
lo lbe nationl on the Lo_er Qrinoco.. It is .. 
largo tI"ftb· •• tu 'tortoiK, w¡eh E~te and 
membruou"reet i tbe head very llat. witb t"o 
flelby _nd &(11teJy poUited 'appeodags under 
Ihe chin ¡ Bye da_, lo tbe foreofeet aad fOUt to 
lbe ruod.rect, which l.riI fun-o ... ed undemr:ath. 
The' upper ahcllliM 6ve acut.eb.iD the fflltre. 

cigbl lateral, and twmty-four ~ .. The 
~r '. darkifh pyabove. and o~ge . be.-

• 

. .. 
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~ The'Ceet ate aleo ,ww., ~ VeTy Ioog. 
'nitre ia a deep Curro'll' benreen!be tyet. TIte 
cI ..... ate ver)' Itrong aod' very Cf(II¡\I;ed. The 
anll1 ji p1aced at lile ~iltanoe lit ODt-6fth from 
th'e u.tternity ot the tAll. Tht (ulI grG_ W. 
m.l 'tfeigbt frOIII Corty lo fifty poIoIlldL lb cgp,' 
mucb Jargu thaD thoee of JÑI'eODa, are \al 
doagIW thao tbe .. of the letekty. ~1 
are ~ 'W'itb " caI_ cruJt. ud. it ia. 

o u.id; have.au.llicienL IinnIoleSl (OC' lbe clilldn:a"Of 
lb. 0t0tP.e Indialu. ,..bo .... ~t piaren at 
~. lo thro ... :tbllll up ¡ato tP" air froto one 
lo aoothu lo cat:ch. Ifthe *'faU inhabilcd lbe 
btd Qf!:he riur above the Cataracti, t.be In. 
diI,o. of the Upper Orinooo .ould nol tn.ve1 
.., fu lo procure the fleIh Uld the egp of thil, 
torttJise. Yet fonllCl'ly -'010 tribeII ~ tOe 
Atab.po &lid tbe c..iquiare b"vlI beClI kDowll 
lo p-... \he Rauda1a. ia oni« w tU, pul iD 
lbe fubery &t U IUallL • 

.. n_~lis_thaa.tbearnu. ItuiD 
general ~1 fourteen iacb.: ¡. dWrtettt. TM 
nwnber of ICUtda io tJ¡,e uppu .tíell iI the ame, 
but lbe, are lOIIle1l'bat diSereatly lIBI1.glId. 
1 couoto:l threa ia tbe ceob'e of tbe diak, &Od • 
¡ve hexagonal ca eac:h aid.. The awgUu con­
lain twenly.(ow, .u q~, and muda 
curved.. The upper •. bell iI of • ~ coIOIU 
indinillg to greco. Tbl! r.ct.od dU11 are like 
t.hoae of tbe arrau. 'fhe ''II'.II ol,-anilIlúoil ohn 
olive-glftn ; bul il ha. tifO _poli oI ud miJ¡ed 

• 



• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
• 

• 
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"" 
· ,,¡lb y&low 00 thc top.Df tbe. I»ead. The 
thcoat ;. ,110 _ yeJlo., .&Ud fllrtliah~ _¡lb • 
pridIy appendage. The tereb,. dO not u:. 
1e00ble in DLlIDeroua lOOietiet lite lbe artaus, oi 
tortugM. lo lay tbeir eggs in CO=OD, ud de.. 
posit tlJeq¡ upou t.l¡e ume .hore. n.e egp oC· 
lbe tenta)' lu.:e ID. .greeahle ' tute. lUId are 
nlUch sougbtJter by lbe inhabilallbl of'.Spaw 
Guiarla. '!bey are found iD,lbe Uppet Orinl)CO 
u .... ell u below tbe Catancta. ,ud even in !Ji" 
Apure, lbe Uritucu, lbe Guarico. ar¡d lbe ~I 

rivera tbat u.vene tbe L1at101 of eanca.. 1ñe 
(Mm oí lbe Ceet. aod head, the appeodagea ,oC 
lho chio lud throat. &Dd lbe pbIIitioo oflhe an~ 
leem to iodicato tba! lb., ar~u • • nd 'probabIy 

,th. tereo, alto. beloog lo. De. IUlMlivia.ion.of 
lbe tortoiaet., that inl.y be teparJled ttom tbe 
emyde;a. Fi'oro tbeir ciiri. ud lbe poeition al 

• tbe &D.U40 they "appnninu.te tb"e e1bp nuuta oí 
M. Scbweipet. and lbe matamata CJf Fr'en~ • 
Gw..na; but-di&r from lbe laltu ju-:the form 
c:i the 1CUteb, .. bich are oot rough witb pyra. 
mida! FmiDe~ . 

.. The period at.hidl tbeluge arrau lOrtoiIoII 
la;. ¡ti •• ~ .,ilb the periód of the 
IO'lll'est •• ten. 11Ie Óri.r)oeo. begiooing 10 ' 
incnue from lIhe ~enal equmol. lbe lo'll'ut; 

'ahorts are fOllod lIncovered Crooi tbeo cud of 
Januar;. tiIJ lbe 20th or lltith of MlIlch. The 
..,..u tortoiles, eollecl.ed in troopa (roro Ihe 
mOlltb lIf JI.IIII&I)'. ¡UUI!. tbell rrom \he ",.ter, • 

• • • 
• . , 
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.nd wann Ibem.el"", in lbe IUD, ~ 0It. 

lbe.-oda¡ 1'11" In&.Da berieve that • great 
Deat u indilpellable to Ibe health of \he liDi_ 
~ and tbllt ita elpotUfe lO lbe lun rlVOUIII 

tbe ¡.,ing oC .the egga. Tbe .rn.u. are fouoo 
-on Lbe bea.eb • gra.t"put pl.the d., d~g 
the .baIe mootb ci Ftbruary. Al lbe begin­
ning ofMucb, the ltngIing b'oopI_b1e, 
md. nrim tDWanI t,be uoall numbu ol ¡.I·nda 
wbere they habitually depo6it tbe:ir egt. It 
iI p\'obIble, th ... tbe ame toctoiIe. viIitt eYeIY-

• ytar tie _ iboreL At tb il period, .. f_ 
day. before tbey lay tbeir ea-. lhouuod. of 
theIe aninuls appW raDpi in long liIes, 00 

lhe borne ... oftbe iIlaDdi oí CUtufUpilru, Uro_ 
llDIl, &lid I'vuuma, Itl'etchiug out tbeir oecH, • 
-.nd boldiJlg:thtir htadl .bove wlttr, lo lee 

wbetl;lu lbe, have nothing lo dread from tigen 
Ot _Do fue loman.. mueh intt~ thai • 

• "e banth. a1resdy _mbl", 1b000ld remaiD • 
oomplef4 that &he tortoiIM lIhouId. not diapene. 
ud lb ... the lapog of lb, .. ibould be 1"$­
formed tnmquiliy. pt.ce _tiDe1t at pmain • 
diataaees aIGog lb .. aben. The pewle ... &o • 

• p.. in bolita ue told \O keep ,in, tbe mjddle of 
· Ibe river, ,ud DOt, fri:gbt.en lb, tortoiea by 

• 
cr1eL ' ne Iapog oí tbe e", tale. pllce al-
",ay. dllriog'lbe night. It. begina -OO!l after ' 
IUOset. With itl hind·(eet, which &1(1 ~ 
long. .ud furnilbed ,no. croobd d ...... the 

· animal digI .. hole of tb~ feet in ~ter • 

• • • 
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ud twc feet in depth. The Iodian. _n; 
that the ~. ID barden lhe .. nd of tbe. 
beacb, moistena it witb ¡ti orine. Tbia tbey 
tbink they perceive by lhe amell •. whq. tbey 
apeo a hole, or, Al! they uy bere, a nen of 
egga,. reoently m&de. Tbeae aoimaa feel 10 

preuiog • det.ire ID lay their egga, lhat lOme 
of them descend ioto boles that ba\'e beén .tug 
by otbet8, I.lld.re nol ret covered .;¡th earth. 
lbey lhue depoait • De. I.yer oC egga 00 lhat 
.... bicl) bu been recently laido ID thia tumul­
tuous rDOvemcnt, an immeDIoI) numbeT af eggs 
are bl"Oken. Tb -miAionary abowed us, by 
nmcrriug lhe I6IId il:I aeveraJ placet, lb.t this 
km ma, amount lo one-tiftb of ~e wbole 
¡ptberiDg. 11Ie yolk of tbe brokea ew con· 
tributes in drying ID tement !he salid, .nd 111'11 

found ver¡ large COIIcretionl oC gtainl nf quartz 
aud brokmi .tIelb. Tbe number of aoimalt 
tb.t dig lhe beach during tbe night is.n con­
aidtrable, lhat ay 'IUrpn.es roany o( lhem 
bef'ore lhe layiDg of !har eggs" ¡, terminated. 
They &re lhen urgecl OD by lhe doable neees­
aity oí depositiog tbeir eggs, aod clQ?ing lhe 
bolea they have dug. tIlat th., may qot be per­
ceived by tbe tigen. The tortoiles th.t lhU5 
umain too late. are insenslble tD their own 
daDger. They 'lt'ork i.o the presence of tbe 
Indiana, who .,isit tbe beach at a ver¡ early 

VOL. r. 
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bour. and .. ba QU lbCIIl mad tortea-. Not­
withd,nding the illlpetuotity' oC tbeir lDQY6-

IIlCptl, they are ~1 c:augbt wilb tbe b_ 
.. '!}le tbree elll:ampmeotl fonned by tbe 

bdian., in lbe p1a.ce. iIIdieated abo'c. begia 
-.bout tbe ead oC Mtreh, Ol c:omSlf:p""meol al 
April. The pthering (Ir lb, cap • eooduct. 
ed iD an. uuif'orm manoel, &Dd ",¡lb th.t ngu­
larity whieb dlaracteriJ:1II .u ""nutic inItitu,. 
tiODL Before tbe arrival of the tni&&ionariet 011 

the ban., oC tbe river, 'the Indiam proáted 
much ¡tia (10m I produetioa.hU;b uaI.ure bu 
tben depoÑted in tIM::b Iobuodanoe: Enry 
tribe le&l"ched Ihe beach iD itl own .... y i ud 
&D immeolll number o( egt were u.le.ll 
broken, bemLl" !.hey _en: nOI dug witb pte­
cautioo, ud more .. WIII"8 uncovered tbatt 
could lHl a¡rried IIR)'. 11 wu li.ke a mine 
workcd by uouilful hnde. Tbe Jesuita h&v. 
tbe merit nf baviog reduc:ed !hil ope.ratioo 10 
regularit.y; Ind tbougb tb. monb oC SI Fnt.. 
cit, wbO hl.ft: auccec:ded lbe Jutt il1 tbe 
MiaaioolofOriDoco, bout oC hayio! follo.ed 
!he ~ple of thei.r predon"'W'n, tbe, uDbIp­
pil,. do not e&eet .11 that prud",CII req~ 
Tbe Jeluits did nol IUffer the .. hole tN.cb 10 
tic! lUCCbed, lhey ten • pan. untoucbed. frolJI 
Ihe (51" of&eeiDg tho breed of &lftu tortoiIeI, if 
no! de.troy~ .1 leNtoocuidcrably djmjDitW. 

The .. hole beach ÍI no .. dug up witbout re. 
aefVt; aud Icc:ordingly il aetml to be pen:eiv. 
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e4. that \be ga1heriag D teta productive f1'Olll 
yetlr lo yev • 

.. When the camp ~ fOHOed. the miaiorwy 
of UI'\W;LI DaIaeI hillliouteo.n" (11' COII1IlIiuary, 
' .. bo dirid. tbe gro'uod "bue the egt are 
fOlIad into ltiflhront portiona, according lo iba 
Dumbu el the llWiian tribe. lI'bo tab part in 
lbe ptheriog. Thcy are .U Iudianl of Mia. 
lioo .. u nl.ked and rude u the Indiana oC tIwI 
woodl J tltough lbey &1'8 ca1Ied redu.eÍdtu .1Id 
aeqJilol,. btcauIe tbey JO \O churclJ at ~e 
lJOulld oC !he beU, Ind uve lelmt lo beel 
do ... a durill, the COIlIeC'Btioo, <L the bt:.t. 

.. TbolieuteIWIt or commillioQdo del p..u. 
begina bis c¡pen.IiOIlJ by IIOloIowog. He n· 
¡.une., b1IDeaIa of. long 1i'oodlll pole. OJ" .. 

cane of bulboo. u ",e ~ve Aid abcwe, bow 
fu tbe ItnItlIlD of eggs utend.. Tbi. fIntUm, 
aoooroing lo out meuuremUlQ. reubed fl'Olll. 
me th¡'te u fu u 0De huodred and tWftlty ftoe 
dUltaut. lb mean depth ia tbree (eet. 'fhe 
commia&ionado ptacel mara lo t.diceto lb, 
point "han Mch tribe Ihould iItcJIl in ¡la la. 
boun. We were l1.Up.fi.ed. lo beat thit hmrelt 
of tggI flltimated like the produce oC I "ell 
cultivated acre. Aa arel KC\U'I.tely JDelULUed. 

of one hundred and twenty (eel long and 
thirtl feet _ide. hu beta knO"D lo yield Olle 
hu.odftd jUII oí <IiJ, Qf to tbCl valuo of. ~ . 
.. nd {rana. '!be IBdiaul ltiQOVCI tbe eatth 
lritb tbeir Olm IWl.lb, place the ecr tbey hJ,~ 
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collécted in Imal! bW:elt called lIIII'Piri. em,. 
lhem to !he camp. .nd thro ... tl,em into long 
trOUghl of wood fillod "itb _ter. In thee 
tz'oup.. tbe egp, brokn.aod.tirred "itb Ih~ 
... da, remaill upoeed 10 lhe IOn, till tbt yUk. 
the oil, part which awiau OD the .~ hu 
time f.o inIp_te. .A. rut .. tbil oily pr.it is 
eollected on lbe mrf&ce of the w.w. it is tUeo 
oR; and boiJed o~er .. quiek fire. n is aolom! 
oil, e_lIed OIanteca de tortugu (tortoile~) 
kecJ>' th.beUer, ifis laid, in pmportionu it hu 
undergone .. atrongcr ebullition. Whell 'lIi"e11 
preparcd, it ¡, ¡impido inodoroul, ,nd IlCarcely 
yello..... ne mwionllriel compare it ' to the 
belt oil of olivel ¡ ud 1t iI uaed not merely lo 

hum in Wnpt. hut iD dIft8ing victuab. lo 

whic:h it imparu no dJaagn:eable taste. It j. 
not eN)' ho.cver to procure oil el tortles' eggs 
quite pureo It ..... gme ... Uy • putrid emel~ 
o_ing lo the mature 'of q;gt in .. bicho fl'OQl 
the prolonged r.etlon of the IIID, liule tortoiseI 
(101 tortuguillOl) are airead, formed. We felt 
!hit very diAgreeably at our retunl fMm tbe 
Rio Ne¡ro, oca employing I luid tal .,hicb had 
becOml! bnnrn aod fetid. Fibroul matter .... 
found .:oIJected 11 lbe bottola of the, 'el I 

lign ohbe impurity of the tortoi3e Gil' 
.. r lcquired tolDe ttatiJtical notion. OD !he 

_pool by COOIIIlting lbe mi.ionary of Unan.. 
hU lieuWiant, .ud lhe traden of Ango.twa. 
Tbe Ihore of Uru&Da rumilbes ooe tbousud 
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botijN or jan of oi.I (lD&IItcca) aIlooiny. The 
· price of eaeh ju- al lbe capital ofGuiana, vul­
garly ctlled Anptura, la mili t .. o pwtr~ lo 

t\1'O and a half. We may adll'lit"tbat tIle total 
produce o( the three sbore. lIIbore !he CGSe(lh. 
or g&thering or eg¡p .. annually mwe, ie five 
thoul&lld botija ' No ... , as t .. o bundred eggs 
yield oil enougb 10 fiU • bottle, or limeta. it re­
quiresfi.e thOUlaDd cgg1I (or a ju« botija or 
oil. EstiJu.ting at 0011 hundrcd, « ooe buo. 
dred and..meen, the numbet ot eg¡p tb.at 0011 

tortDille produces, ud nekoning lbat one.third 
or tbeMI iI broken al the time or I.,ing. partí­
cubrir by Ole mad tortoitet, .. e m.y prellume, 
lbat lo obtain Ulnual116ve tbouund jan or oiJ, 

· three buodred .ud thirty thousand UTaU tor. 
toitel, lbe weight or whicb amounu te ano 

,buodred and &Z11·6vlI thouund quintAh, muat 
come and I,y thirty.tbree milliOlU oll"SSll ,on 
!.he tbree &bOIllll appropriated w lbi. harveat. 
~ reIIultl. of these caJeubtiornl are much be­

'. 10\111' tIIe truth. Many tortoiset lay 001, lill.ty 
or le'Ienty eg:s-; and a great number of tbellO 
aoimab &n devoum!. by jaguart al the Dloment 
lbey gel out of lbe •• tcr. The Indianl briDg 
a",ay. gn:at Dumber of tR'> 10 eat them dried 

· jn the sun;. and they break acon.iderable num_ 
"ber through carelnmess dunng tbe gathering. 
~ Tbe number of eggl that lite htebed before 
· the people can dig them np is 10 prodigioul, 
Ih lt, neAr the cneampment of Uruana, 1 KIV 



... 
tlrot.&me thore of tbe Orlnooo • .,.".¡q _iIb 
little tott~ al! iach ID diamda', evapins 
w¡th di!iculty (rom tmI punuiu 01 the lIIdian 
children. Ir to th_ oonaideratiom be added., 
that al! Ihe '1'0l1li do not _lIlbte ou lbe tb_ 
IhoÑl of lbe ern:ampmenUI and that. thue are 
J'IWIl tbat 1.y their egr ill toI.itude. .od lQIDe 

.eekllatu, · bet'll'een the mouth ohbo Oriooco 
ud tbe coufluence ot lb, Apure ¡"., mua a4.. 
mito tbat lbe 'Ilutllbu of t.urtl •• hich aDoua1ly 
depoeit their eggt OD !he bub oC tbe Lower 
Orinoco. iI near a znilliOll- ThiI Dumba iI 
very coDSidenble rOl" 10 Jarge IUIlLlliaul, .mp. 
ilIg half • quintal, ud or .. bich the 8"eater 
pan ¡. dl'lltroyed by men. In gwenJ, DatI.Jre 
multipfiellesa lbe grnt ~tI of lIllinula, tbao 
lhe IlIlal.l • 

.. The labour of colltcting the egge. lUId p~ 
pariDg tbe oil, la" throc weeb. Jt ¡, al this 
period ooIy tb.t lbe miMiotW'ial blve MI ~ 
muoicatioo witb tbe COMt. lUId lb, ciYiIiW 
ndgbbowiog couotriea. Tho mOllu of St' 
F~ciI .bo liH lOutb of lba Catatacu. COIIIfI 

• Thc __ ..tUch J.ylbtit ""' bcf_ W. bq' .... 
.r M •• el!, {r .. la Iho _. opeQco 110. _. _ 1_ ""'_U 
Iouk;", jo Ihe "ID, Ibt food. ud !loo ~ ..... __ 
el _lo iacti';doal. ~ ... dis..-_¡, .,.. •• 1It el ... 
... _ .i\h &h. u...ko¡a. .. bicll loor ¡" J......., .... Frb-
......,7. 1I \o difi.".)t ID &ad lb. "le' or lb. I.,d."y .. .... 
""~ .. 1M .. ..,im&lo, r •• f._ collenu., lB 1I>oo.o....do on 
111 ........ b .. ch, dopo.;' Ih~r fir .. 111., ... oc:atta't!d ..... , 
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to th, harvat of e.. 1_ to procure oiI than 
f.o ICe, .. th!!1 .. y. " ,.hite &cee." and 10 leam 
.. whetber tbe kiDg iubUitl tbe Eecurial or 
SaiIIt IldefODlO; .hetbcr tilo CODVeota remam 
IIIppr I iD Praace; ud, above lll. whether 
tbe TurU COGtiOUI lO keep quieto.. Th_ are 
tAe on1ylltlbjectl that &ni iDteratiDg lo. lDOIJ.k 
uf the Oriaoco. ID.d 011 which tbe IittIe traden 
of ~ ... bu "iRt the enQlDlpmmb., caD 

p 110 ~ enct notionL" In thOM diltaat 
countriel, no doubt is cyu enterWned of lIJe 
new. bNught by • ..-bite I»NI" from 1he capital. 
To doubt. al_t tQ teUOll; lUId how ~ it 
be othenrile tht,n irbome lo enra.e tbe uP· 
dcmandi.ng. .bete people pul tbeir liva in 
CDmp',;nins of the heat of tbe climate, aod 
tbe 'ÚIlgilIg of ID~? Tbe pro6t of the 
tradenin 011 aIOOOU.ta to NveDt, 01' eigbty per 

. ceut¡ fbr the Indj'"I teU it them at tbe price 
ah piaáre. jat or botija, aod thI! upeDIC of 
carriIge ÍI DOt IDOI'O thao two-fif\h. of a piaatre 
per jat.' ·Tbe Indiana. "ben they SO to the 
CXJIKha di! bue..oa,. bring a •• y abo. eglllider­
able quantitl of rggI dried in the IUD, or p-

• P',,", _ or MIO b«i¡" seo pi .. u... Elpe!IIU o( 

eoIi1ij __ boM, laaclIA, ';110 r ............... pd. mM-

...... 60 p. ; ('0 ....... rO. ,h. CoocI 01' ,be ....... d ... io, t_ 

......,w, 10 p.; _a. iO p.; !",ur upeDOCf i. ¡h. """'p, 
:so p.; "'LaI. .. 'JO p. ~ SOl) botiJ .. rel .... 1\ A.,oot"' .. 
r ...... 800 to 7$O.piao' ..... , oceotdi"l lo ,"" ~ft pnc.. or , .. ,.-.. 
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poted lo .. ttigbt ebu1Utiaa. Out rowfft liad. 
bubtl or Iittle begt of cottoa cloth filled wiJh 
m- eg¡p. Tbeir tute ir. 'UQt di"Si b1e, 

.. bto well ~ed. We .. _ Ihow:a Iuge 

.dJelb oC turtlea' emptied by lbo Muar tipa. 
Tbae animalJ folloy lbe &rraIü lo.atd tbe 
beacbes 1t'bere tbe a.yiug of lb, .. ia 10 tate 
pl&ce. lbOl lu.rpn.e theua oa. the 1&Dd; aDd. 
iD onier lo devoor tbeIJI at tbeiT -. Ium them 
io .uch a man ...... tIiat tbe Ilndu lbeU iI uppe!"­

lII0I1. ID thi.t lituation tbe twtJe. Cln"'" rile; 
and u thejasuu tu"" mullIDOR tlwJ. be caD 

a t in 0De nigbt, lbe bdians oft.e. ,v:ail them. 
IeIvs d hia cUDIliDg aad miligDaat avidity • 

.. Wben '11'1 rl!il.ect 011 th, dilllcwty that the 
.... b,,.,.¡itt Mrllo in gettinS (III t the body of lbe 
tunle, withOl.Jt .. p .... ting th upPer ud Ullda­

Ihelh, _, caouot eoough adcnire tbe auppto. 
0_ of lb, ti¡et'. JM1f ... bich «I1ptiet lbe dou­
ble armour of the arnu." U ir lb, adhering 
puta"of tbe muida had !leen cut by in_ 01 
alUlgictJ iDltrument. n. jI.juu punu. the 

. turtle quite ioto tbe water, .. btO it" not very 
deep. It neo digw up lb, .. ; ud qetbeI" 

. wilb tbe crocodiles, lb, heroo., ud the gam.. 
nazo vu1bJra. it fue mOlt CTUeI elll!lllyal lbe 
little turtlet recently halcbed. Tbo wand oí 
Pararuma had betll 10 lII uch iofcsted .. ith CJ'O­

codilet lbe preceditlg rtar, during the buvest. 
of ogro that lbe lodian. in one oight c:aught 
eighteen, of t",I., or Meen feet long. by 

• 
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mean. of curved pieceI of ¡ron, baited with 
!he fteah of tbellWl.ltee. Be.ide the tasa of 
!he famt "e ha';e jlUt named, tbe .ild Indiana 
abo do much daIJI~ to lbe -fabricatioo of lbe 
oo • . Wamed by the finlt Iligbt n.in-, .bich 
tbcy call turtle l"Iim (peje canopori), they hu­
ten to lbe banb of !he Orinoco, and ·killlritb 
poilooed arT01I'. the turtlea, .. ,..¡tb lbe head 
niaed, ud lbe I-WI uteaded. thq WanD 
themeelveI in lbe IUn. 

"Tbough lbe tiule turtlet may bve bUllt 
lbe IbeU oC tbeir egg during lbe day, tbey are 
Devef aeeu to come out of lbe ground hut at 
Dight. Tho IndiaDI aaert, that the youog 
ilIimal feus the best oí lbe IUO. 'Tbey tried 
a1so to.1how ua, lb" "hea lbe tortuguillo iI 
canied in • bag lo • dirtanee from lbe mOTe, 
and placed iD • .,eh .. manner th&t itl tail iI 
tumod lo lbe river. it taba wimout heeitatiol1 
the abortat way f.o the .... ter. 1 eonfeee tblt 
thb e:s:perimeat, of which F.ther Gumilla 
.pub. does nOl al •• y. !II1cceed equally well: 
yet in general it appean. that at great di.. 
bUces from the ", hore, and even in an .i!.lIod, 
lb_little anim.!" feel with extreme ddicacy 

• 00 wh&t Ilide lbe 11100 hull!id &ir blowa. 
• "ReflectiIlg on tbe alma.t CODtiD~edb.yer oí 
egp that cateada aloog lbe bca.eh, and 00 lb" 
tbOUA1lda of ¡iUle turtlea thlt ~k tbe water 

. u &000 .. they are hatched, it is diBicult tu 
admit tbllt ao many tUl.tles. wbieh have made 



"'" tbeir DIIII ia the MIDe 'POto ca.\1 diltiaguUlh 
tbcir OWD youag. and lead tbetIllib the ~ 
codiI. to tbe poola in tbo vieimty oC the ()ri.. 

DOto. It it cerWn. huWeia, that lb, aailQ&l 
r-- th, irat 1fJU of itllife in the poo/I wbens 
lbe .. tu ¡, 1_ doep, and doct lIot retw'D. to 
lbe bed of lbe great ri"et tW it it tbU ¡rowo. 
H01I' tbea do the tortuguillol 8nd theee pocLI? 
Are th'11ed tbitbsr b1 female tutti., .hicb. 
adopt lbe youog ... by chanec 1 'The (Z'O(Oo 

da., ~ DllmeroIIIo ckpoIit tbeir .. ia 80-

puato boles; ud _ lindo that io thb family 
el..uriem. tbe {ema!1I mura. Ibout the time 
"hen lbe inc:ubatioa. • t.ennioated. ca1lJ ber ' 
Joung •• hkh aa-'Rr tu bu voico, ud oftep 
uailtl tbCID 10 get out af tho ground. Tbe 
11TaU tort.oile, 110 doubt, üke lbe croeodiJe~ 
kaowa tbe lpOt.here ahe hit IlUde bu NIt; 
but col dañog lo ·returo to lbe beach .bere 
lbe IndiaIUI ha", fonned tbeir ftlQt,fD.ptDemt, 
ho": can abe distiDgui.b hu QtrD )'OUDg from 
lbe tortuguillm. tha1 do oot bdong 10 ber1 
On lbe otbu Mlld, lb, Otomac Jadiana ~ 
ciare, that It tbe period or illuodatiom tbey 
bue mel 'lrith {emale tuttlH followed by & 

gtUt number Dr ,.aung one.. Thcte __ 
parha~ a¡TI.UII lb,t laid egg. on • desert 
beach lO "hicb they could retum. Males are 
e:r.treDlely rare among tbese animu.. Sc:arce. 
1,;, one mlle foond amang _eral hundred . 
{emale.. The Cf.u!c,.of Ibu Klrcit1 caonot 
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be &he...., .. witb. tbe c:roc:odilee. .. hlcb figbt 
in the _o of their lovet." 

B.h aJ.o COI1Ititutet the food oi the Indiaoa. 
-=-pecially oC !he Guaraoall, "ho iDhabit die 

• Ululda "lúeb are fonned by the mouth of the 
0riD000. Tbeir poIition _ thau .. ilucb 
fiIh .. tbey p1eMa. 

At Panama, 008 oí !he favourite articla oC 
food lmOII8' lb. Jowu d ,nN, and much uaed 
by ~ hi8'b~r. u the lizard, called the guana. 
.bout three feet loIIg, of. ydlowUb.gn:en eo­
lour, hlring. brigbt yello" belIy. with Itroog 
da". on ib toeI, ita back oovered with thin 
.aJea, ud I eerrated ridge mnlling a10ng tilo 
IUper1Ol' ,uñaoe of th, body ud tail. 1t 1&1' 
from 6fty t9 ainy eg¡p. .. Jarge .. thoee of • 
pigeou, .hicb are e-teemed great delicaciea. 
Th_ tggt are ,tt.ached lo escla otber by " fine 
JDerobrue, and (onn • Itriog or chaplet. The 
ftetb. _hea dmnd, is " . ",hite al that oC ,. 
chicleo, lUId great1.f ~blea it io tLllte : i~ 
iI eerved with lime juice. dyeooe pepper, or 
other bigb uucet. 

On Lake Muacaibo, the hunting oC wild 
. 'dueks la OI'HI oí thtir rtIOUrces, and thl:Y puro 

aue it in I very lingulac maoner. Tbeyalwaya 
keep lOme empty cal.hube!! adrift upon the 
IdO, IIDd rouod thelr bula, that tha habit oC 
_iog thern may prevent the ducU from be:iog 
_red by tbem. \Vhen the Iodian ,..nu lo 

1..,)' in proviaioo5, be tbrusb his head inlo 1I1 



empty nl.bu", bond · iD ¡ucl1 • mazmer u lo 

eoable him lo !lee witbout beiDg ae.en. 'I'hus 
equipped. be a.imf; lo lbe place where the 
dld. are: he thlD c:at.ch" theua by the lega. 
&Dd wmp. thezn uodu lbe water bdore they' 
.h ... ¡ time to quack, or mate uI lDCh'emmt 
whicb mi&ht II'VD lbe rclt of the daDget.hkh 
tJuuteDa them. 11Ie game which be talr.m.be 
ti" 10 hl.I bello .nd nevll' retires without fully 
upplyiDg bis WQ~ It ia l:IIuch iD favour oC 
.&hU uy, liIeot ~ of huntiog. tha1 it doc. 
.tlot tc:are lbe game. that it anay be renewed at 
evuy _eot .it.h lbe ume wcce., and al. 
•• Y' whbout upnse. 

.. We u.," laya HUl:llboldt. .. with much . 
pl talUre, ¡w.camayu, 01' lame maca,"- rouod 
lbe butl of lbe Indian .. ~d ll.yiog 10 the fields 
like Out pigeooa. ThiI bUd u Ihe I'!'pt Qd 
IDOIt majlltic IpecieI of parro! wilb naked 
cbecb th&t .e found io our lraveb.. It ia 
ealled in MaratibitaD (tillad. IncludiDg the 
tail, it it 111'0 fed lbree meba loog. We had 
obIerved il abo ·00 lbe henb ot lbe A'ab.po. 
lbe Temi, and tbe Rio Negro. The 1I11h ot 

.Ihe cahuei, which ia frequently caten, is bla.ck 
Ind lOItlewha\. tough. Theao mactwa, lbe 
plum.,e of which glowl wilb lbe moa!. vivid 
tintl of pll1ple, bllle, aod yeUow. are a gra.l 
.000ament to Ihe lodian rum-yuda : tbey do 
not yie}d in beauly te lhe peacock, lbe goldeo 
pheuant, lbe pauxit, or lhe .Iect.on. TIte . . 

• 
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practiee ' of rearing parróta; birds of B fainily 
10 ditrerent (rolO' tbe gallinaceouJl trilles, hiLd 
already IttUck CoIumhu... When he discovcr. 
ee!" Jtmerica. he !l&w·macaws, or largc pam>lI. 
"bieh ' aervcd u food to the lIatives of the . 
Caribbee blande ¡"slead offowl!." 

The lile of monkey. as (000, observed by tbe 
.. me tna~ller. iII Dot less c:unouI. He !I&]f • 

.. tbe harvest ofjuvia.s, or fruita af tbe berlhol. 
1etia excelsa, 1I'U celehrated by dancing ' Ind 
the UcesaeI of tbe mott uvage ¡ntancatio!!. 
'I'he' liul. lI'here tbe natives .. ere auemblcd, 
diapb.yed duriog levem day. lo" very liogular 
upect. Tbere \11'&5 neithcr table nor beDeh; 
bul ¡.rge tot.5ted monkell. blackened by Imob, 
... ere ranged in arder fe:ltiDg agairut thc ,..&11. 
Tbese were tbe marimond.es (ateles belzebutb), 
&Dd tbase bearded lIlOuey. ealJ.ed· elpuehins, 
which mun IIot be confounded with tbe W~per, 
(or" simia eapueina of Bufl'on). 'TIle manDe!' 

of roaating tbese anthropomorpbous animal,'; 
. contributes ,¡nguIarly lo Tender tbeir apPe&r_ 
IUlce disagreeable in the eyes of civilized man; 
A ¡¡ttle gra.tiog ar !.ttice of very batd wood la . 
romed, and raised ooe foot frQm lhe gtoUlld. 

'!be monkey ia wnned and beot into a aitting ' 
po!Iture; the hea.d generally re.ting 00 the 
arms, which are meagre lnd loog; but lome­
timetl thele are croaed behind the back. When 
it ¡, tied on ' the grating, a very deu ñre D 
kindletl below. The mon~ey, envrloped in 



"" 
lliIoke ami aa-. it broiIed aod b1ackeaecl at 
lbe IIID. time. Ou -os the aatm. devout 
the U1II or les of. ""de" -onh'l. it iI di&­
Ollt Dot lo bdie.e. tIW . tbiI habit al &tiag 
... ¡ ...... Wt M) lZIucb re.mble mm iD their 
pbyaical orgtn;,,'iM, bu. iD .. certaia ~ 
contributed lO diminith lb. horror 01 urthto­
poph'o UMIOg .. n¡no Route(! mookeys, 
puticularly tboIe tbat bave • vuy:ound bead, 
dilp1a,. hideow retemblanee lo . {:bild: the 
Europeant, tberefote, .,,110 ve oblipl!" roed 
011 q~ .. prefer .epuUing tbe bead 
ud tila handa, .ud .an up mi, the RIIt of 
!he Inim.! at their ubleJI. 'nIo fleeb of moa­
O,.. iI ao leao and d..,.. that M. Bonplud. h. 
PreKlVM, io b~ OOlle-ctiOD' at PariI. &D ami 

ud baod .hicl! had beeu broiled over the dre 
at F..a:J.e.ralda I ud !lO .meJl ariJeI from tblUQ 
aftu &S_t n"l,Imbu ofyean." 

Maray of th_ animal. ve caught COI' food 
by tbe Negroc. and nal.i\'a 00 th .. Chagre iD 

Patlloma.. To prepare lbit diab in th¿r _,. ' 

lbe bodyia .... Ided in onler lo ~ve th. b.ir; 
. ami after !hit opentiaD bu bem perfol"lllCd, 

it hu tbe aq.ct appur.Doe al lo 1ouog de.d 
. c:hi.1d, and ia IO~. that 00 une. ncept. 
in¡ th_ preaed b1 hUIIgu. oould paztake al 
lbe repMt.. Jt ia DOt at al1 improbable, tbat 
~y unge natiom .ha uve beerJ ....... ....d el 
csnnjbaliun, han beca very UDjustly clwged 
wilb il; for, &ee::Of!linB to UUo., tho appear.DCe 



ot tbe monby oC Pan'ma, .... hen rudy lo be 
cooUd. q preeiaely that of a huQW.II body. · 

·The greatH part of lbe Indiatlt oC the Ori. 
noco have beveragEIII which may be callttd 
DOUriIltiDg. Oue oC thete, ~ch ce1ebrated iD 
that country, is (umished by a palm tree that 
gnn ...... Ud in lbe yicinity o( the lfud!=,D of 
Maypurn, ()[I lite bank. ofthe Auvana.. Thq 
tree ia the teje. Humboldt e.timated tbe 
uumbu of floven on one racemlUl al forty-four 
thou!lUld; ud lhat of lbe fmit. of .... bich tbe 
gnater part f'aI.I off witbout ripeoing. al eigb.t 
tbouaod. 'lbe &uit ia a small fte.hy drupe. 
It ia immeraed (oc a re" minute. io boiliug 
.... ater. in order that lbe kunelrnAy buepa-. 
l'&t.ed fmm lb ... p&n!nchym~toul part "rtbe ..... 
oxarp. which bu a ..... m tute. ud il pounded 
&Dd bl'&lod in a Iarge- Vllllle! filled. with .... ater. 
Tbe infuBcm, .... bid ia prepared cold,· yieldl a 
yellowilb liquor ..... hieb tMtos like miJlr,: of al. 
mlXlda. Socnetimet papelon or·unrdlned lugar 
ia added Th ... mi..NU:lnaria lI&y, that the Da­

tives be<:ome vilibly fattet during the t"ll"O oc 
three DlOOth. in ..... bich they. drink thil * 
liqL1or, iuto "bich lbel dip thcir cakIII oC cu­
aVL lb ... piaches, oc IDdan jugglen, go ioto 
tne foresb, ud lOund the botuto ( the aacred 
trumpet) undec tne &eje palro tteet. .. to ro~ 
tbe uee." they ay, .. to yield an ample p~ 
duce lb ... (ollo"ll"ing year." The people pay Coe 
thia OperW.OD, u tbe Mongula, the Moon, and , 



tbe "time Itill oeuet lO UI, I"-Y the eh.m·n .. 
the maraboua,' and other cl_ ot priata, tIt 

dri.-e ... y by mystic 1I'oMa. or bypn.yen, lbe 
1I'hite UltII ud lbe locuatt, (Ir lO pl'OCllfe • 
C'.tjm ol CXJQlÜlued rain. ud iDvert lbe 
ot'det of tbe _ .. 

lbe Otom .... U1I DOt orUy fond lO exce- ol 
the fenncated liquon from ~n aod ~ 
and of pllm. wine, but tbey throw tbaDldft:l 
iDto a peculiu.tate of intmcatioo. _ m.igbt 
almoet.y madnea, by che UIe of the powrler 
of mapa. Tbey pthe.. the Ioog podI of • 
tnimoucea, ... bic:b 1I'e have lUde UoW1l. by tite 
llIIDe 'of acacia niopo.· cut tbem mto pieces. 
maiateu ~. ud eau.e tbem to fenoCllt, 
When the .,fteued .eed. begiD lo gro1l' blaclt. 
they ue llneaded tille a pute. mi:r:ed witIt. 
aometlour of _"1, and lime procured &ot.:! 
the ".belI. of. helis.; aod lhe 1I'hole mea is 
esp!IIf!d to • very briak Jire, on • pte of hatrl 
1I'ood. Tbe hudezted pute tUa the fOrm of 
llIIIall cakes. Wbeu it it lO be UIt'd, it iI re-

• It la "" ..,.da .. ilh 'ay ddlc:al. 1 .. ___ ID 
¡agI, .. M. Willd_ hu oaicl b, minale" H~. 
brou¡II. hoaoo ODOIbtr",w_ oran-... (lile chip,.r 
die Oco.aco, ud. !be -r- of lb Jofl"'_). 1Iw Jid<Io 
NOdo. die a- ol .. hieL. ;. ...... U_m.._ ... 
Fr"", Ihio flo .. !he obip b-.d j. propuecl. ..t.icll io ... 
_01> .t CD""';d>o I"¡ oa \lit bomk. of !he Lo .. .,.. 
Ori"""". n.. .:tIi .. ;, • 'l'odeo ol inp, ud. 111...., _ 
... t.. no ocbe< ma "'cea '"' c&II "pP, u.. pIHe ol tho: ....... . 



duced lo a fine powder, and placed on a diJh" 
tI"e or lix ¡oches wide. The Dlomac bolda 
tJW di!h, whieb bu. bandle, in bilJ right hand, 
while be inh&les lbe niopo by tbe nose, througb 
a forked booe of a bitd, lhe two extremities of 
wbich are applied lo tbe nestrib. Tbis bone, 
without wbieh the Olomae bcliovn that be 
could Dot tah tbif kind of aouft; is leven ioches 
lOIlg: it appeared lo be tbe ¡eg.booe of a latge 
&Ort of plover (echUlier). Tbe niopo iuo ni. 
mulatiog. lbat the amallest portiOt'lll of it pro­
duce a violeot sneezing io tbose who are DOt 
ac:cultomed lo ita use. Father Gumüla Ia)'!l • 
.. Thi5 diabolñ::al powder of Ihe Otomaca, fi.r_ 
niahcd by an arboreacenl lobacco plBnt, intoxi. 
catee them by !he noatril5, (emboracha por lu 
nances). deprives them of reu OIl f OI a.ome 
houn, RIId reoden them furiou. in battle." 
However varled mly be tbc family of tbe legu. 
mioow plaoh io !be chemicallnd medica pro­
pertiee of their aeeds, juiees, and root.s, we 
canool belicve, from what 1It'e know hitherto of 
tbe group of mimosa.ces:, that il is priocipally . 
lbe pod of the acacia njopo Ihal imputs tite 
atimulant power lo lbe SIlulf of the 010_ 
Tbis pawer if owing no doubt lo the lime~. 
Iy caJcioed. 111e mountainecn of tbe Andl'll, 
of Popayan. r.nd the Gnajiroos., :v.'bo wander 
belween lile Lake of Maracaibo "irnd Ihe Rjo 
de la Hacba, are abo foDll. of ..... Uowi!lg lime 
as a ltimulant lo augment lbe seeretioo of the 
spittle RIId the plric juice. 

VOL. l. Q q 
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'ne Omaguas, _hote pune • cdebrated by 
lhe expcditionl .ttemp~ in ~h of Dando,. 
h.ve the NIIle dilh, and the NJne hoIlo'fll' bolle 
uf • bird, by .hich they convey to tIIar __ 
trila tllar powdel- oC curupa. 11Ie leed tbat 
yi~lds th¡' powder u no doubt alto. mimOfa. 
cea ¡ for the Otomacl, loCCOI'ding lo Father 
GiIi, denote even no., al tAL' dm..D« eL 000' 

huodred jellgUft {rom the Amizon, the .Cllcia 
njopo bylhe name of curupa. Sinee the gM­

gnphical "..rcbe. recently lUde Gel the­
tbeatre of the cxploib nf I'bilip von "ulev, 
and on lhe ~al litualion of the provioee nf 
Papamene Of of lbe Omaguas, the probability 
nf U1 ..,ciCllI commurueation betwcm the Oto­
maC. of the OrinO(:(} snd the Omaguas of t~ 
Manñon. hu become more intes10lting snd. 
JIlOI'II probable. The former carne I'rom tbe 
Meta, perhllp' (mm the eount? between the 
Meta • .lId the au.viare: the \atta as.ert. lb" 
they d_ded io grn.t numbett to the Mano. 
ñon by lhe Rio ¡apura, C'Oming from !he eut_ 
en! dedivity of the Andel! of New Granad .. 
No", ji iI precilcly between the GU'1'~"I.'ro. 
which joioa the GUiñare &nd the Caqueta. 
whi.ch taket, lo"u down, Ibe nama of Japun, 
tbat the OOunlfy (Ir Omagul Ippeln 10 be _i_ 
tulte, or wbich the idvmturcn or Coro Ind 
Tocuyo in Vlin Ittempted \he oobquesL There 
• no doubt •• triking OOOtTast benreen the pn­
Knt bIrbIuiam of the ~ and the Incient 



'11 
cil'iJi.,tiQQ el tbe o-gu...; but di pam_ oC 
\be laUer DltiOll '"" ool perbaF! alike ad. 
nnctd iD ci1'i!iuUm. aad lbe uample of 
triba r.UeD iDto eompleto ~ rore un­
mppUl but too commOll in \be hiItoly of our 
tptcia. &Iother poiDt ot ~b1pee IDa1 
be rematked behreen lbe ()wm."" ud the 
Omaguu : Botb al tb_ naw- I,HI celehnt­
ed _¡ di lbe triba ot lbe 0riD0c:0 aDd th~ 
A_roa, rOl' the frequut UM! which they 1D&k. 
of lb, caoutc:bouc, or the. iMp*&tod millr. of 
tbe eupborb1acae 'nd lb. utticee. 

'Tba tul berbaceouI tobacco (rOl' tito un.. 
~ "ve lb, babit oí caJling tbe niopo or 
curup" veo.tobacco) hu been cultivated from 
timo imlllemorial by _11th. native people oftlle 
Orinoeo I &lid ., the period of th. eooqueat, 
the habit of ll!lOking ... fouod . tu be alike 
Iprud OYel both \be Amuicu. The Tama. 
oacb, ,Dei the Maypurm oí Gua)'U'. wrapped 
mabe Iuva rouDd their tegItIo u the Mui­
_ dld al lb, arrival of Cortet. The Sp. 
DiardI bavI ,ubttituted paper for the lea~ of 
maiu. in imitatioa ot them. The poor II1diuIt 
of tilo fofau 01 lb, Orinoco, RO'lf .... el! u 
did t.be ¡real 1IOb1. at the court of Monte­
auma. th&t lbe lIIIoke ol w..ccoil .. uedleDt 
narootic: I aIMi \bey 11M it DOt 0011 iD order lo 

procure tbeir d\enlOOII n.". but aJ.o to pOl 
tbCuel,. intQ th&t .tate cl quietiam" .him 
\bey ealI, .. ¡lb great eimplic:ity, hming witlo 



,,, 
tlJe e10 apen, oc • da)'-dream. nle _ of 
b:Ibacco appeared lo HUlIlboldt lo be ~ "ry 
tare in !he MÍllÍom ¡ ud itl Ne. Spain, lo lbe 
¡real regret of the re1'enue oftiUB, \l¡.c u-avn,. 
who almott all deecend from the Io.en dUIJts 
of Ole Al;teclr: people, do not IIId:c· at aU. 
F.~ Gili drma, that tlI, pnctiee tlf cbnr­
ing tobaceo .. lIoknowu to the Indian. ol tbe 
Lower Oriooco.. Humbotdt doubta • Iitlle \he 
trutll of lhit aaertlon, baviDg ben tokI ibat 
the SetcUcumaI of the Erento and \be Caura, 
nei¡bboun of tbe ... bitiah Tapuitot, 'W'IÜoY 
tobacco cbopped amal.I, md impregnated lIIIith 
toDle otbe. vay JtimulaDl julee-. lo prepace 
thcmaelvet rOl' battle. Of the fOil. epecieI of 
nicotiana cultivated in Europe ( 11. tabacum, 
D, rustica, D. paniculata. aod Q . glutiDOla,) 
Humboldt found only lbe t.o Ia.taer growmg 
wild ¡ bul the nicotie"l loxenUl, ,00 lbe D. 

andioola. .hicb he fOWld 'on tite bedr: ol tJ.e 
"AlIdee, .t Is"o toi.m 01 e1naÚOll. aJ~ the 
bei¡ht of the Peak of Teaeri&, N'e ~1 e,i. 

mil .... lo tbe 1'1 . tabaculD. ,"d a. rllIlÍeL 'Ibe 
wbo1e g~ua, ho'Uffl", ia IIlIDOlt exchllively 
Americall, and the grnter tlunWu eL the 
~ciel appear«l lo him lo bdong lo Ihe 
mountainOU$ lUId kmperate region of tbe tro. 
pie.. 

11 it neither rrom Virginia. no. {roro South 
A~ta', as it aaid nroneou.ly in ,"eral llflri­
cultw:al and bobnical .otb, but from th 
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MeJ.icau prov.ince of Yucat.,n, Ihat Europe re· 
ceived tbe lirat tobaoco .ceda, about !he feae 
l;Sll!). Tha man ... ho hall boruted moat uf lb" 
fecundity oí the banb of tbe Orinoco, lbe 
celebnted Raleigb, oooUibuted mad. also lo 

introduce the cuUom of Imoking among lbe 
n.tioul of tbe 1I0rtb. Already at tbe eod of 
the IiJ:teeoth ClIo,tury bitter complaintl 1Ii'ero 
made in EDgland " of tbis imitat.ioo of lhc 
!;O&JInln of • lavage people." It ",u feared 
lb,! "" lOO practice of anolring tobacco. An. 
glorum corpora in bacbarorum n.tun.m dtge­
nenoL 

Wben tbe Otom.e. of UlUlna, by the Dile oí 
niopo" (of latir ~t tobaceo) and of fer_ 
mented liquon, lave throWD tbemael.veII into • 
ltate of into:licatiop, whieh ¡aab eeveral 0:1&)'1, 
lbey kili ooe anolber, ""itboul OIte:mibly 6gbl. 
ing. Tbe mOl! vindictivc .moag thero poison 
tbe'uw oribeir tbulDb ,"tb curve j and accord. 
iog to tbe l.elltimooy ortbe misaion&ry. the mere 
impreeaiOD of lJlia poiloned nail mar becoIDe 
mortal, if tbc CUI'Ilnl be y~ active ,and ¡mme. 
diately nrlngte with the mu3 of blood. Wbcn 
the IDdiam after .. quarrel al Digb! commit , 
murder, they tbrow lbe dea.d body iDto tberiver, 
IearÍDg th&t lOIIIe m&IIire.t iodicationt of the 
violence enrci&ed 011 the dece.sed migbl be 
obtetved. "Every time," uid Father Bueno, 
.. th&t 1 lee the women feteh \fater room a part 
orthe ·abore to which they are oot, acc:urtorned 



". 
lo go for ¡lo 1 II&IpIICl tb,at .. IIIQIdcr bu beeu 
~!D1Djttod iD roy MiAioo." 

SECTlbN XVII . 

.... lI.IlLIOu. 

MAUlAD' ú found estabtiabed &DIOItg lbe 
Indiana. With them, bowner, it!IN lID QOD. 

onion 'llith religion I u there íanothblg implied 
in it lI'hich bears an1 rdatioo lo tbe Din.ity. 
Then iI no l •• tmODgwt thtm to prohibit mato 

riage bet"een lIeat relatlOOI j an.d y~ "tbtre 
'Ppeani no iDc:tttUOUJ union IaDc:tiooed by the 
" Ime of mlll'rilge. 

lo tbu. transactiOD, lhe (,thor _ no ~ 
troul ayer tbe will of hi. IOn ¡ hut he exen:me. 
.0 ."-"tute cootroul oVn' th.t of hil dllUgbtu. 
She mUM 11.,)'1 bUndly gi ... e he. hand tu tbe 
tpoute, or ratber lo the mutu, ""hom bu faUaer 
destines (or hu. Inltnd of gitriog .. 00"'1 
.. itb bit dIougb tcr, he reoeivCII 0110 (1'OD1 bis MW 

IOn.in-l •• , whu pal' it in lWour,.pme, &.!lo, or 
IIOme othet articlu. . 

'!be "boIe eerCIllOO, of marriage coaÑltl in 
dancing .nd drinking lo uctu. Amoogtt tho 
IlIdians of 1ielTl. Firm~. the nlation .. neigh. 
boun. Ind friends ofboth plltties .ere invited. 
Thc roen who attended carricd the wood .nd 
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Rraw .......... '1 Col- building tbe hut dcstined 
fW tbe young couple; tilo .~D preaented10 
the bride l1li much ñah. huir, bread, and liquor, 
.. w" De ''Y rOl' the <Ziebration ef the mlll"_ 
n.r I tIu!: meo IUIIJ an IIpithalamium lo tile 
.bridegroom, aod lila womon loo the btide; th~y 
daodd aod..ng till ni¡ht; .. toOO udarkneM 
aucceeded tNi ligbt ef dIoy, iboy ptaented tbe 
bride to tbe _band, lIlId the CCremoDy ... 

~. The piache. or prieata had 110 riglot 
wUh lUpKt lo !he 6ft!; wivea, who '/Jere elI· 

d!llivel,lesitimate: lbc.e afterWlIldl married 
_ue only adoptivo or lupemumcrary; .nd 
tbere !he priettt c1aimed the prinritia. Men of 
diatiDotion amoogst thlfll.ere de1ieato with 1\1. 

gwd 10 tbeir int alliance. To be 1\'orthy the 
hllld of. cbief, tbe ... ife mlllt be de.oended oí 
a €&mUy diatiDguilhed by tbe military exptoil*, 
01 oiber temarbble actÍOClI of aamc o{ her &n. 

~-UJIOlI !he borden. ol lbe OriD(lCo, these ION 

of ce.tealOnlea are nearl, !he l&1li6. The only 
di8éreoce ia iD tbe kind of epirb,l,mi& .. bich· 
to!Ile old d.amet aing to the young brirlet. 
.. Ah! =y daugbtar," &lO,. one oftbem, .. wb.t. 
tormenta !hau pnlparllli for tby¡elf! Bad.!. 
thou foreaeeIl tbem, tbou .ou1dat not have 
married." .. Ah!" "p enalber, .. couldst 
\hou h&ve believed, that in the conjuga! mte 
thou 100ul&t pIII • lingle momCDt witbout 
aheddill8' te&n ofblood?" "The paim of child. 
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"bed." -says. tb.ird, .. ue oodJiIII COQIpared kt 
thoee wUh whicb tby bntbend.a.u alBict Ib_ : 
he.dWl be tby tyraDl; md thou Ihalt be hilo 
Yietim." Tb_ pNd~ODI &ni tM too wdl 
fulfWed I foZ" beaid. whlt the womeu t.ft ID 
,u&r amoop &ha .. ,._ iD poenl, tbo. oí 
&ha Orinoco uperieaoe • lftatDIoIGt ..... btR 
llapaN' I d Tbe., of bu ... pIialI ;. lile 
Ja.t that • r-Ie of tbe OriDoco hu ..x ID 
IllIIellt tha .nbappy lot ~ ber _L AII den el 

ti(: labourt without aceptioo fono bu t.Mi'. 
ne toil of culuue aad. brveat muJt be per­
formed by htt ~ Neilhec Lbe ~ 
meub of ptegDUIC)'. DO!' tbe duly of .",id;. 
her childreo., enmpt bu fmm Ull put ofthe 
painful toib .. hicb are iropclRd by Lb. l!I&tri­
moawltate. She 'LUId. upoMd lO lile !leal 
of. ICOn:hing lIJO, 10 th, tarrmb whieh rwb 
from lbe Iky, and Ibe PlinBlel hu blood .ilb 
bu .we..t, whillt ber barbarow hu.tband, IU­

pine!, reclining iD his b,mmock, ,JDQkn hiI 
&egU. and copíoualy nple. m-lf .¡th Ipiri-

• tuOUIliqoon, witbout addraWIg • tio¡le wonl. 
10 ha mmpaaioo ubautted.ith fati¡uc. This 
Ullfortuoale aatun ia not ooIy m:cluded fiom 
partUiDg oi the repaat .bic:h lIhe benelf PfO" 
para. but IWlding lÜently by mm. tbe waia 
tilI her oppreaor ha. linUhed hit mtal jI! cnIer 
10 feed ou tbe r~tt. Whlt . o Wamous 
,abuse of the rigbt oí Iha .trongtr! 

Tho Otomaa !\" tbe 001, IodiJ.ns "ha 
,110.". their women to joia in lheir public diyu· 
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'¡OIJl,; but notwit.hataudillg tbey iodulge lhe01 
al lote,....]. io thill puticuW-. yel. wilh re.pect 
lo domestic drudgery. they place tbem upa" 
tbe aamt Cooting w:llh lhe reol nr tbeir c:ountry_ 
womeo. 

TIle, are like'tfiJo the onI,. IodiaN wbo llave 
DOt admitted ofpolypml_ AmOllg tbem every 
husbl"d is oonfined to !loe ... ire; ud .bat is 
Otl"aordluuy. yOUllg men are ah ... y. ma.rried 
lo old ,",lImeo, aod oId Qleo lo young girJ.; fOl" 
bouaI;bold aJW.ra, io thdr opinion, Ilre beUer 
mana¡ed:when tbe i.oexperieoce of youth iI pul 
IInder lhe ditection oC lbe prudente or age. 

All the otber indiaDa tab u many .... iVeI u 
!.he,. think proper; and tbeir number dOCIlIOt 
in lbe amaIJelt degTee tend ti> mitigate tbe 
miaery ud oppression oC their abject ,ituation: 
it _IDa 10 be the .... hole object ortheir lives.to 
IUpport lheir COlIIUlOll hL.llband io idleo6t and 
dru.uXe"DeU. Tbe chiefa bave (Oo.t wives; and 
IIlDOD!'t lOme o.úoos tbey are tbe 001,. peno"t 
",ho have mote than onc. 

Evcryol'l'here througbout Ihe MWioDII, !be 
Indi.o •• 00 ",ill not be baptized, and who are 
merely aggregated iD lbe community. Jive in & 

.tate ofpolygamy. Tbe number of wives dif­
Cen. much in difl"erent tribea: it is most ecmai. 
denoble UDong tbe Caribbees, and all tbe na.­
tiOilll thu have pteserved tbe CUltom of carry. 
ing off young girll from tbe n~jghbouriD!J 
tribn. How $hall we . peak of domeltic. ha;p. 
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pmea. iD 11) ~ualllll 'PQe¡.,iQII ? The wo. 
me¡¡, live in a lOlt al .... "q. Al !bey do in moR 
nWona iD a date: ofb&rt.ri'"' Tbe b .. b,,'Ch 
beilIg in tho fWl CIIjoymeut of aIMoIute powu, 
no COlllpJ.aiDt is beud in tbeir preseuce. An 
~ traDquillity prevaill in !be 00....; the 
__ !In) eas-' to antirip'te tbe wiIha of Ul 

imperiou. ud IUUen mutet I aDd they tKe 
eare i.ndiscrUnicately of thoir O'III'II cbi1dren AlId. 
thOOle of tbeit rivala. De ~-t. 
.hlt lIIIIy ea.ily be: believed,. that thia ¿Cmm 
tic peace. the e&ct el ootDtooD fllBl'", U Ugu­
larly distu.rbed wbon lbe buab&Dd ia long ah­
len!. TIe .. ife .. OO contnctod the fint tim 
ilien Ipplies lo the othert the llameS of COIIc;:u. 
·binee ud lel"'laate. The quarnls ClJlltinue till 
tb returo of lbe _ter. lII'bo kIl01ft bow tu 

calm tbeir pIMiolla by tbe WIUId of hU. voico, 
by I mere gaticulalioo. or, if he think i.t no. 
ceaary. by meaDa a liWe more violen!. A cer. 
tain inequality in tbe rigbta ol !he WDmOD. ia 
a&Ilctioned by the llllguage of tbe T_1ICb. 
TIle buaband calb tbe aecond and third. wife 
tbe companions of tbe fitat ¡ and the fint IreII.I 

tbc.e companiona Aa ri~ and enemies (ipuc. 
jlLtoje), ... bicb ia lea poli~ but more true and 
ffll)fe upre.ive. I 

The ",hole weigbt of Iábour being support.. 
ed by ,hese unhappy .. OUIell, 'lile mua! not be 
aurprised if in SOlDe natWlUI their uumber ia 
extreme1y 1i1Illl1l. Where thia happell5, a kind 
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of poIyaodry ;. formed, wlDcb _ liDd l:Ilare 

fuU, ctiI.pbI)ed la 'I1Bbet, md ,011 the 10fty 
JIIOUIIWDt'" tbe am.itl oL .. l4d.ia pea-

• ¡Ulula. kD<mg tbe Avuo. md !he Hay_ 
parm. brother. have oftep bol cae wite. Wbm 
u IDdiIn wbo liveI in po!ygaml1--u,_ & 

Cli:ri.tWa. he " COI!IpeUed by ~ mi ...... • ... 
to cloocMe aJIlOll' bil wm. her wbom be pre. 
!en, .lId lo rejed the otht:n.. 'Ilae momeat oC 
teparstioa it tbe critica! mocneat. The neY 

cont'lrt ~ tbe mOlt ,aluable qualitiea in tha 
,,"va be IDOO __ doa. One uademandt 
gvdenitlg perl'cc:tIy I aDOtbet' lmOWII h01i' lo 
pntpm! tbe dlio, &11 into,.jcaring beverage eI_ 

tr.eted (rom lbe root o! the _va; .u ilppeu 
lo mili 11i1r.e oectm.,.. Sometimea lbe dsin: 
ofpn&efVillg bis .. 1'l1li O'Ytltomtt iD the lDd.iaD 
hil incliDatioo to Cbriltimity I but 100ft frt.. 
quentl,!ha ' huaband prd'en .ubruitting f.o the 
choial of'tbe miuloouy, .. lo. bliod fatality. 

It would Dot be upectad. that mea wha 
entuWn t.be mo.t ""eteigo IDltempt {or wo. 
mon. Ihould attacb mucb value f.o theirfideLity, 
ir tbe com~n l:!WIim Ob the ml!ject of Iove 
...-en troe. _el,. that jealou., i:s &11 indic.. 
tion oí ardeot attadlmeot. Amongthe Indian 
... omen., bo..ver, tbe __ ~ .. ho ditooven 
no charm in lhar pel'lOlll, punilhe. theII1 far 
being .bIt COl • mommt lo engage tbe putiaI­
ity oC .nother. AmOllgM the Caribbees, ~ 
dclinqUCllb are publicly put lo dntb by the 

\ 



people; but • ........ jpt lb, ~ pan. oC other 
lIatiou, tha (.&nd .... h..tilud I'eUliItet un the 
.. ife ol the o&bder, aod &be reveap f.u. _ 
thlng .horf oCthe o&oce, 

Thenl are _11 1lIti00l lo be _ wbete 
hu.banda eJ:cliaoge wi't'el with one aoother for 
• JilIIUted time, al tbe upin.tioó oCwhkb time 
tbty tU. tbem back.-m. .. i1hout tIle ..,.u. 
eIt diflicu1ty ariaing bd .. eeo the COIItractiag 
putia. 

'1'h1l IIla.IIDen of lbe lodia.,. adlici.nl, io­
ilieate whal. .art of edueatioo fathen '-tow 
upon their cbildreo.. 

From tbe teodemea which they -mieat 
for their c:hiIdren iD their earlitlt daya, 0IIft 

",ould tbink the,. wcre 00 Ittangen to paren. 
ul alI'ectiOD, aad ",ere ICIllihJe of the dutiel 
illlpoted by the paternal clwactCl'; hut tt.­
demonltBtiorul hal'C 00 othcr otOti'l'lI tbaa 
fear Itlt their o&pring ahouJd die in ehildhood, 
Iu IOOD .. tbel are Itroog enough U) procure 
for thecuelws lbll mtanII of lII*teiI~, all 
thu they h&ve furthet lo upect from tbe 
Ji.tbH, ia aa eumple of bsi'= dtullkc!Dluen 
ñ1whood, &lid ttuehuy. Tbe male chikireo 
commonly JeavlI their f,ther'. houM aHhc ase 
of t .. elve, .ud do DOt retum U) it till they are 
eighteeu, 

There ni,tI not in tbe world • more unna_ 
turolllOn than an Indian. 1;.r (roen 10000ing ,ud 
rcspeding the author of hit birth, he eoter-



'" tain! a mor~1 hatred against 'him. He (re­

quenl1y waill with ilT1pl.tience fOl lueh IUI in. 
creue oC hilO"" atrengtb, and eliminutio" oC 
hil f.th~8, as will enable him to lil\ up hi! 
criminal hand ag¡.lnlt Mm; and Bueh at!"Oci. 
tiell are a110wed lo pau ... ith impuDity. 

Thi, hat.red oC Ihe childten is neve!' direct­
ed agaln!t Ihe mllther. Witn~ of her auf. 
fcrlnga, aDd COmplll1iOOI of her IlDhappy Jife 
ull Ihey attain Ibe age of manhood, Ihey elle. 
rilh 8eotimenll oC pily towardt her, ",hieh 
time matures ibto tendemeu, 

SECTION XVIII. 

DaEU. 

No COItume .ppeal'll 100 lieautiful lo an In_ 
dian, as 10 hl,ve bis .hole body plinted .... ¡tb 
red. Oil &fId ruellU are the ingredients whicli 
compoae the pa.int, alld every olle applies il 
cithu wilh his own hod, or lba! oC anolher. 
Children upon \he breast ulldergo Ibe lime 
opel'lltion twice ever¡ d8y. No Indian tbinb 
himaclf naked when he i& painted. JI would 
require 11 long time to penuade him, lba! il i~ 
more deeent lo die .. lban 10 paint himself. 
When atrmgera of the Indian Tace come to 1'1 ' 

family, h~pjtalily reqll ;res that the wome .... 



.hould wah ••• y tbe paint thL ia aullied by 
tbe dirt or duat, and giVII them • íreIh oolour. 

Red paint being in lIOIlIe lIOrt Ihe onl1 clotlt­
ilIg oC the Indim!!, two kincb lJl&y be ditriD. 
guiahed aJlloog them, IlCCOrdÍI:lg u ther ate 
more or leM alBUeDt. no common decor.tiou 
of !he Caribbeea, the Otom&ao and tbe Jaro­
~ iI oooto, cal.lod by tbe Spanianh acbote, 
~ by lbe planten oC Cayenoe rocou. 11. 
tbe coIouring matter extraeted from tbe pulp' 
of the bin orella.na. ne lIldian womea (lI'D­

pare !he 0001.0, by tbro"ing !he aeed8 of tia. 
plant iDto • tub fiUed with .ntet. They beat 
thl. water fllt an hour, Ind then le.vc it to de­
posit tmnquilly the colouriog fecula, whieh ia 
oC In ¡ntcnee brick red. Aftcr having eepua1-
ed the .... ter, tbey take out tire Cecula, dry it 
btt1reeo their b.ods, knezd it witb oil ofturtJa' 
eggs, ud form it into rouDd c.ket of tbree or 
four ouncel weigbt. Wben twtlel' oil ia want_ 
Ing, lOme natioDl mix with lbe oDOto the &t of 
the crocodile. 

Ano!her pigment Ulueh more nJuable ia ex­
u-.eted from • plant of !he Camil1 oC the hig­
nonix, whieb M. Bonplaod Iw ma.de kuo ... u by 
!he n-.me of bigoouia chic.. The T.mllnackl 
caJl it el1lviri ¡ !he Maypures, chirraviri. It 
climb. up .nd dings to the tallelt trees, by tbe 
.id oC teodril.. lb bilobiate flo"en are &O 

loeh long. oC" fine violet colouf, and ditpoltd 
by t"OI Ind !hrees. Tbc bj~Dlte leavCI 



becotOe tcdditb in drylag. The froit iI a pod. 
filled wi!h winged Ieeda, and iI tiro fed long. 
ThiJ bigooniaeeotu plant gl"O'lll'l apontaoeoolly. 
Cid in great abundance. neal" Maypures. Pld 
up !he Orionco, beyond Ihe mouth oí !he 
Guaviut, from Santa Barbara. to !hd 10ft Y 
1II0uolaÍ0 of Duid., particularly near Eame­
ralda. Humboldt allio found it 00 !he ballb 
of tbe CaulqllWe. The red pignwmt ni chica 
is nol obrained fmm !be froit like tM onoto. 
bul from tbe leavr. mactnIted in wl~r. The 
coIouring l!l8tter aeparata in !he form of alignt 
po...der, It iI coI.Ieclcd, wi.thOllt bcing mixed 
wi.¡), tllttles' nil, ioto little loavH eight or nme 
¡neblS long, and from two lo threc high, round· 
ed al the edgft. '111_ ¡naves, w!ten hnted, 
tmit In &grcetlble .me\l of benzoin. When Ihe 
chica iI IlIbjecte'd lO di.tilIation, il yielda no 
Hnlib1e tracell oí Imlllonia. It iI not, Jike 
iDdigo, a IUbstancc eomb¡ned ",¡th uotc. It 
m.olVIS Ilightly iD lulpooric Ind muri.tic 
acida. and Ivea in alblia. Ground with oH, 
the chica fumiabCl a red oolOlD', thlt hu a tint 
of' Jalee. Applied 00 wool, it migh! be con. 
founded with madder red. There iI no doubt 
thlt tbe chica: mly be cmployed usefully in tbe 
art& . Tbl! natiOllS of the ' Orinoco by ",hom 
thu. pigutent iI ben prepll'Cd, are the SllivlU,. 
the.Guipunvcs,!he CaverH, and tbe Piraoa!. 
'l1le prp" al iafUlion and maceration &re' 

iu ¡general vl!rf common among ..u the na~ 
• 
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ot tite Orinoco. ThUl the H.,puru arry ort 
.. ttade of bm1er trilb tbe lirtle M.va of puru_ 
roa. whieh is .. vegelIhle fecvl. dried in me 
IIWIner of iDdigo. aod yielding .. ver1 penD ..... 
_1 ycl" CIOlour. Tbe ~ el tfIe 
.'Jge ~ ...dueed lo tbe p~ of pig_ 
meollo tbat el poiIoaa, md tbe dulci.lbtion of 
the &alI*- rvoc. .hich !he aroK!eI .nd 
tite eupborf>iaceooll pa.n. Cbd. 

Tbe pater. part oC lb. miaioaarieI ol tite 
Upper and Imrer OriDOeO, pmait!he Iodians 
of tbeir MiIIIom lo ,-int tbeir lkiaL Il ~ 
painful lo ..Id, tbt tome of them lpeculate _ 
thia _tate of nudity of lbe oativet. lo theu. 
huu. polllpoualy caJled tofftItIIloI, are oi\~ 
leeD atora of chica, .bieh lhey .el1 .. high as 
(our (rana tbe cake (Ium). To (orm aj1l8t 
¡de.. of lbe ellt:n"pnee of the decoratiOll of 
th~ olked l'Odian" 1It'e murt ohterve, thr.t. 
rnan of Iuge ltature pOi with dilJieulty 
eDough by lbe ¡abour of .. (ortnight, lo procure 
iD uchluge lb .. chic .. 0 __ '" lo pajnt hilll_ 
lelfrcd. nu" .. 1t'I&, in temperate dimites 
or .. poor mao, .. he bu nol enougb to c:Jotbe 
hilnWlf . ¡lb," )'011 Mar lbe Indiana ofthe Orl­
noeo .. y • .. tbat l1Wl U 110 poot !.ha! he hu oot 
enougb to pajot half hil bodl'" Tbe liWe 
trade in chica ¡. canied 00 dlidly ,.¡th lb .. 
tribft ofthe Lo ... erOriooco, wbQ"e eounby doe:I 
nol prodLlU lhe pi .... Ihat fui'niIbet thia IIIIJCh 
nlued .ubst4DCt', ne Caribbea &lid the Oto-



·.., 
maCa' pajot 0111, the beId and lbe hi.it ' witb 
dUca. bul the· Salin. p '= tbu pigmeat iD 
IUlicient .buodatlc:e to co\.w their .bole 
bodie.. Wheu!he IDiIlliooariCl Imd Da tbeit 
OWD acc:ouot· amal.I cugotl of caao, Iobacco, 

aod ehiquiebiqui.· from lbe Rio Negro 10 
Angoetura, !hey .h"1' add IOaItI cake. ol 
dlica. .. beiog &nicle. ol merehalldile io great 
l"C'quett. Some perIOlIl af Europea!) ra.ee emE 
ploy tbu red recuLa, diluted in water, u :IR 

ezodlent diu~tic. 
Th, eu.tom ofpaintiog it nol eqUAlIy anclent 

anJOog a1l lbe tribet of Ihe QrillQCO. Jt hu 
inereaaed .iDee lhe time _hen the powerful 
D.tioo al lhe Caribbea m.cle frequeot wcur. 
lioOt iowthote cotIntl'ie.. The vieton and lhe 
vJilIluiabed .ere Illikc n.ked; and to pl_ 
lbe conq~rot, il wu aeeeuary 10 paiot like 
him. I.IId 10 ... uroe hia coloor. Tbe inRueoee 
of the Caribbeel hM 00'11' ceued, .nd they le­

main circ:omscribed betweeo Ihe riVtl't CIil1)0Y, 
Cllpmi; aod &n¡uamuri; but!he Caribbean 

' fubloo. ni paiDtiDg &be .bole body it ItiU pI&­
~ed. The cuatDm hu IUrvived the cooquat. 

Doet the UH oC lbe 0II0t0 and chica duin 
¡ti origin frÓm lbe dl!6Írc ol pleuing. aDd &be 
tNte fOl OI'IlamtDt. 10 oornrGOn amang the mol! 

.. v~ natioN 1 eN" mu.t '11'1: a!ppoK it ID be 
-founded 00 lhe obeef'\ll;tion, th&t lhese c:oIouT • 

• ..,. .... "iUO !be peWIco .r .. pod.- '"" "ith 
pIS_lata. 

VD'" l . 



ioc ud oilyl1l&Uefl, .. itb .\Iid! &be ak..iD ia 
pluu.red. pf1lltfYlI it (ro. tbe alog of tU 
-..cbettoe:l? u 1 uve 0IiWD, .,..:HumbaWt. 
heud tRia queltWa div-'"M ¡I Europe¡ but 
iD the Miui ... oí tlte Oriooco, NNI whete'l'u 
",ithin the tropica!:be .w it úlJed Witll" veoolJl.­
OUt illltCta, U.e inc¡uir¡ .ould Ipplar l' bst 
idI& The Carib* and die &Un, ",bu .re 
paiDt.ed ntd. !K1I Dot .. ~ tonneoted by 
tIu! muaebllttom and tbe QDC"Ud-, lhaD tbe 
IodWa .. hoee bodia an= pluto'oi -.itb DI) co­
loor. Tbe Iting iD the lnlflCt. _ DO"'eU. 
j,ag iD either; and ecaruJy no .. P"~ th_ 
littlo postula wlUch 0(l('DI .... aacb "lInU1i.og 
ud itcltiog lo Eun:opnnl reoently ditembubd, 
But tbe nati'e and the .. hile 111" equaU, 
(rom lbll lting. tm the iatect hu 'lrithd,._ 
it.I "tucklU" frOlJl tbe Min." Afttr. thou.-l 
1DfIi __ 1'0 Humboldt .nd BollpllOd tried 
the " ~pedient of nabbiDt tt.ei, band. &.lid lnIUI 

'lrilh tbe f,1 al lbe CI"CIC liÜD "ud LIle oiJ oC 
turik.' ew i bul lbey oner feh" tbe Je.1 f"II­
Iiaf, .nd "ere atllng • befare. 'l\e __ e of 
laNceo driva: ... , 0\.11",. .... hile iL "it_ 
pklyed iD l'ain apiDet \he ""no·1oe" Jf!be 
.ppatiDn al r.í ud utriogcat·" .ul:wtancea: 
pr_r"flld tbe IInbllf'PY inbabitllDl:II oto thne 
eoontri.u fnm lhe tornRnt o( ill~ 11 Falker 
GIlllllIl. preteoda, .hy hu "nDi lhe cualoltl oC 

• The plllp of lile IIIOLteJ, lU>d .. u !he cbio:.. _ • ..u:;... 
1""1 _ .lilh~7 P~'I&L; ... 



ptl'ntlDg !he uio ~l'De ·geoersl on lb.. ver, 
lMnbP "Wh, do ID -y nüed- nltil'eI ptint 
(JIIly die ~, tbtIugb ljl'lng iD !he neigftbour­
Itood otlbóeet who plint the whole body? 

We lri,.,tJ'Utk wi!h the obwtYatiOa, tb.t the 
bdA .... óf'lbe Or'inoco, ftlI'e the OIÜI'eI olNorth 
AfllehCll, pmer the lubtllJlea lblt yield • red 
eo1our lo ntry other. 11 thJe pr~llection 

Iounded GIl the fadUt,wlth which the ..... age 
pnlCUtel ochrey tvth" or tJIe colooring recul. 
ot "lIfIOtlo and ot chic.? We doubt thi. much. 
JDdlgo grcw. wild in I great p&rt of equinoctiil 
Amtri& n .. plint. Ilke 10 nuny other legd_ 
JJltnout plillta, wauld h .... e fbrnllhtd!he nativeII 
IIMIndabtl1 ,"lb plgtnenb to COloor 'thtmltel ... tI 
blue like lbe aocieh( Briton';~ y~ Wel lee 110 • 
:Ammc:to tribe palntee! ",ilh ¡ndigo. Jt I¡>­
ptan ptóblble, that Ihe preferente «iVetl by 
Ibe Ameritan. to the red oeolour, i, generall, 
fj)unded on die lendeneywhlch n~tionll'td. f.o 

Ittribute the Idea of'bubty lo ""ba~et ehlrae. 
"terita !helr "Itlonll phyliognon\1' Mei1 whOlle 
ñin 11 naturill, of I brownilh.red. Ioye I red 
coIoo,. Jr they.fJe bom with • tOrehHd IlittJe 
rúed. ud lhe head 8at. !hey endeavour lO ; ;:: ~,¡, I :";;':!-.-:. ';.!':!.~ ........ M._ 

l TU Mlf,dooI ... 0.- el lIIoe _,..m _ oI\en 

,.... lIIoiI tk/ .. 11ft'"' ............... lht,,¡tJo 1wIddo'" 
cl"'" ... ,,~ 



• 

... 
dep~ the (orehesd ol tbe1r ,cbildren. I(tbey 

· be dittinguitbed fn:Im othtr neOcw by • tIlin 
bet.rd, iMy try lo en.dk'.tt the r ....... thtt 
nlturfl hu gi.ea them. Tbt)'think ti:! d_ 
tllllbellilbed in proportioo. .. they beigba tbe 

· c~tic aaarlu ot theit race, «ol tbeit 
· national eonfonDatiOll. 

.. We ~ Mil pi_ lo _ •• ,. HGlllboIdt, 
that, In the camp rJf l'antuma, che _eo &r 

· .dvt.oced iD yean: __ IlIOn! OCI:Upied 'IIi1h 
their oroameatl than lile 1ouognt _. 

· We .... aD lDdian "0lIl&0. oIlbe naDoa oflbe 
· Otomac., ftllplo)'ÍDI two or btI- d.ugllten iu 

the opentiOll of rubbiDS bu b.ir ... ¡th che oil 
of turtld ega, and pIlintirJg her back wilh 
anotto ud carot.o. The ornamenta eonlilted 
oC • 10ft of lattice-W'ork, fOnlled 01 bIack Iioe. 

". ~ eacb ~r OD • ted grouod. E.cb 
litde lCJ.uare b.d • blaclr: dot iu tbe catre.. It 
.-..... ork ol incredible pMi-. W. retunI. 
ed (n)UI • vety long berborizatioa. &Dd che 
,-inring ... GOl balF finiahed. Tbia ~ 
ol omement _ma!he mote IliDguhr ... bea 1fe 

rellect. tb" tbe iigura Uld marif. UlI oot ~ 
duced by tbe pr'OClfa uf tatooing. bot tbat 
paintiDgt, UeC'IIted with 10 lIIuch ~. In 

• ~n..bIad: ud .. ~ fIiI .... t", .. _¡,-;,.. 
A-nIClA&), honrer, ~ • _. ~!be octia ... _. 
u _e r"",,4 . ¡Ilo rep. 11 ... 1 ... _ dal. Iro opon"lIo lb. 
LwIiuo, _d _ r.c. Lo '" -"ed wiIII ..... ...t 
... abo 01.,...- WII ........ "~ .. "'oc _ .. 
1M lIIIIIoc 01 Eur ...... l1MM -U nte Jtill .~.-



... 
e&oed, ifthe Indian I!:lpote himeelf' imprudent­
Iy lo .. Violent .howu. Tbere &re 10mB natiom 
\hat pajot 001, lO ceJebrate f~tiVllI.; othel1l 
ate conred ,,¡lb oolour dunng!he "bole ¡ear; 
lUId the latter cootider tbe UIe of aaotto as 10 
iAdit~1e, that both meD lIlId "",omeD ... ouId 
perhape be 1_ ulwned to preeeut themadves 
withOut .. pyuco,· than d~titute ofpaint." . 

'I'bae guayucoe. or !he Orinoco are partly 
bark or treeI and partly COUoD c1otb. ThOle 
al' !he meo &re brotder thaD tboee wom by 
the womeu, ",be, the mi8lÍOnmet "y, llan. iD 
general • leo livel, f«liDg of modesty. A 
IJimilar observalioo N.d beeo already made by 
Chrbtopbef CoIumbut. Mult we DOt attribute 
thit indüference, tbit want of delicacy in '11'0-

lIleD belonging to nationl of whicb tbe mannen 
are not much depraved, 10 thu rude sute of 
alave<)' lo wbieh tbe l8lI. i. rednced in Soutb· 
America by tbe men', injultlte and !he abUJO 
of po"u ~ 

Wheo 1Fe apeotk in Europe al' • nlti.ve of 
Guayan .. "e figure lO ounelVeI .. roln "hose 
bead and waiIt are decocated with fiDI! foathére 
of tM m_w, !he toucan. lbe tanager. and the 
humming-bitd. Our painten .nd I(:ulptol'l 
lave loog .ince regarded 1hese om&IDeoll u 
Ihe c:hancteriatic man. oran American. Hum. 
boldt wal lurprised at flllt !indillg ill the Chay . 

• A _o,d of Ibe C.,jbba.n WlIJU88e. Th .. pmlOlD& oC 
ti.. (<>dio", oC!.h. OriI>OC<l, is '.~l'" • bUld Ibu aUpr<lD. 



... 
111& NiIIiona, in tbe D""'"-fllltntl of U~ 
and oC l'arwunu, al.mc»t on 111 1M Ñ_ of 
the ,Orinoco Mld the c..iqw.rc. tbIM &.: 
pl-. tboM feltblred. 'PHI" _biGb-. lI&e to 
ofta brought by trawllen ftgp¡. c.,:CQDe _ 

n-ran.. 'I1ao trihn. (Of tM. l»Qfl pttt, 
enn tboIe lI''-e illtell.alllai faeultia 1M Q.e 
mOR upanded, .ho eultiur. alia)M)lWl:f p&.m.. 
and know bO'1l" lo •• ve ~. are ~ 
.. o.u.ed,· .. poor, ud • dottw.u. oi ama­
meots, .. the natives 01 No. HoUand.. Tbe 
In~e beat of eh. .... Ibe,proÑ,te,penpira­
tiOCl in .hic;b the body iJ bWled ., CVer)' b8ur 
of lbe da, • ."d. gr_pvu{ tbeD.jpt. celXler 
t.b.a UM: of do&beI ÍDaupportUlc. Their objecta 
of oroaroeot,. ,ud particularl, their plumet of 
feathen., are reserved for danctIt Nld .oICIM 
feativ.u.. Tho pluma .oro by a. Ou..ypu­
nave., t are tbe mOlt c:e1eb~ttd (01' their dloice 
01' the fine resth\tt of maaakiD. It,tId p&l'l'Ota. 

'lbe lnman. are nol .J..aya .. tWied 1I'itb oae 
m10ur wWanDlyapead. they-.eti_ imi,g,tc 
iD the mOlt. .bimW::a1 WUI'OU. iD ¡MUItiJt« thar 
.km, the fllnll ot Europtan ~c.. .. We 
.... lIOOle al P,nnlln .. wbo _ere ~ted with 
• blue jacbt .ud bbclJ: bultona. 'The m_ioo • 

• f'or ;0."_1111 ....... 11>. P!r-. n..C.ntJ.. 
be ..... "" be uupted. ... b_l*i0_ t.,. c .. nOll dol". 
' 0 lo""!, Ihlt i. mi,h. "",,~r tilo oh<NIdcn. 

t Thcoe CIKDe .. iJitlll1r fl'OOl LlIf bonb 01' lbe !oi,idl , 
.... 01' ¡he riu .. ,hu foJl juo 111. a .... lorr, 



"" 
..... o:datea "(o al, ttiat liIe 'GulyoaVD óf the 
·Rlo Ca/.Iri 11"11 Km.tolDed lo .tajl1 them.d.VeI 
.ntd. ,.¡th i.aottp. and to mm broad u.n.v_ 
nnpe. 1111 theWy, 00. ñich tbclltick apaaglel 
al 1i.I~1:T..nea. Seu u & diatllDee. tb_ nü_ 
ed mCI"'ppeiu lO bi dr-.d iD 1aced dotb&" 
H pBting natioaa bid Neo uamined "ith tbe 
umc .~nÓOl1 .. clOlbcd aationa, it _ould 
have beeá pet'omed. mit thlll! 111_ &rtile ima • 

.gIUltión. IIIId • lIIoet MutabJe caprice, b.tft 
~tlM,r.hioDnr.,.lI'ting .. ..mI u thUle 
t;¡t{ ganaema. . 

p.juting Uld Mooins ah not tfttr.iDed in 
ei:t!Mir or tlIe two'worldt lo 0110 taoe," vi eme 
_ «LIy. Thmo lI:iDd. 'Of 0111_011 are IDOIt 

eomriloo amoog tho Malf,y and American noCm; 
but in tbe time oí tbe RooWI. they ai.tW. 
.Ito Imoog lhe _hite raco in tho nordJ o/ Eo_ 
rope. .A. !he _t Jiidurmquo pnnem. IOd 
llIOde. of dreM &l'e fOuDd ·ín th. Om;:ián Arclri_ 
pdIogo tod W .. ro AIit.-10 tb. typa of ba.u­
ty ia '¡*otiDS'and fttooillg ¡, dispüyed by lhe 
iIlaodenl oC tbe Soutb Sea.' Sorne c10tbm Il0l · 

tiooa Rill paiIIt thtir b· nda, lbei.r ...w. aud 
. theit &c.. It riuld· _ . that. ¡aUntmg la 
tbea· cootiatd lo w. puta ot the body that 
remaUa UGcorei'ed ¡ anIf .hiI, tou~ which re­
calla toinind tbe .v .. ltate oflDaD, diuppean 

. by degreea in Europe. iD .ame to1ml or. lhe 



", 
province oí Pero tbe b.diet thiDk they _ 
bellilb lheir delicate and .bite ~ by ID­

.... riog them 1JIth cxUouriug veget.ble ID&tter • 
.can:h, .. hita of egp. md 8our. Afta hav. 
iDg liwd • Loag time ''''0D8 _ paiJl.ted..ita 
~ &lid clUca, •• are lIi.ugularIy.trua ,"lb 
theM rrmairaa oi anc:imlt butwiIm, ret.iDed 
amid all tbe uaageI of c:iviliution. 

00 featinJ. da, .. the paioliDg of tbe llIdims 
prftellm daign. of di&mJt coloura. To thi& 
dec:or.tioo the l1l«I add feathen (01' the bt.d. 
aDd bita of gold and mvet IUIptnded ñOm lb. 
110M .ud Mn. Tbere are lOl1Ie 0&ti0nI. .uch 
... tbe Guanoo. of the _lb of tbe 0riII0C0, 
.. 00 carry pride 10 far .. 10 beigbteD lhiI naag­
nitk:ellt coetume by .cotton .proa ofla ioehes 
"IuaNl; 1et thla piece of euqueuy. 001, pero 
mitted lO (.mlel. 

Sucn w_ the meo. 1rith _bora the Spacianh 
_ oblipl. 10 di.pute th. cooqutllt of Tiena 
Fume, lDd lUeb are. al the ~t day, thce 
.bo lave .,,-rnd tbeir indepa¡d_. in 
.,ue oí lb. arm. of !he cooqUCl'W. lUId the 
¡.ci.Iie: monJity of the mitlionari .. 

LavarMe relats lbe followiDg &DeCdote :­
.. A lady of my acqualat.moe h.d caotl'acbld Il 
kindneill COI' • youog Paria Iodiu _ •• ha 
_ ntremely haDdIome. W. had ginn her 
the name oi Graet': Sbe W'''' Ioixteeo yan. 
oId, .nd hado ¡atar been m.nied lO • yOUQg 

I India" of twenty·liYe, W'bo "" our .port3rtlan. 



TIHt lady I.ook & pleuure iD teaching her lo 
_ f,Dd embroider. We IIlid lO her ODe 
da" .. Once, yOIl are fl:l~dy pretty, rpeak 
French weU, .00 are 111 .. )'* with UI i you 
ought nol therefote lO ¡ive llke other nwve 
wamen; aod .e ,hall give you lOlDe clothes. 
Does not yonr bUlband wear tnnnera and a 
.hitt?" Upc:m thia abe coneented lO be dr_ 
ed. Tbe lad,lOllt no time in ana.nging her 
dresa. .& eeremony at .... hich 1 had the hoooue 
of aailting. We put OD & ~ift. pctticoat, 
stockinr. sboea, and a MIIdru bndkerc:hiefon 
ber bead. She looked quiU! eoch&nting, and 
la. benelf in • looking-glaM .ith S'l""t como 
placenc:y. Suddenl, tw-r bmbaod retumoo 
from IhootiDg .. ¡th three oc four lodian,a. whcn 
the "bole pany buntinto a loud 6t oflaugbter 
at ber, alld began lo joke about ber De" habi. 
liOl\!llta. Grace ... u quite aba3hed, blWlhed, 
... ept, and no lo bide herself in the hed. 
chamber of tb lad, .... bere ,be Itripped bec. 
da( tbe cl.othe., went outof the .indo". and 
retumed naked into the fOO(Il !_A proof that 
.hen ber bUlband .... her dreased foc the fint 
time, .be felt a semation some.bat llimilar lo 

lhat wbicb .0 EUt<lpean. .. oroaD migbt ellpe< 
, icoce who ",as IUrprl$ed without ber drapery." 


