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for the privilege: the Inquisition was early intro-
duced and performed its dreadful functions without
let or hindrance.

The regulations which attempted to confine the
oppression of the Indians within bearable limits were
persistently violated, not on ly by private individuals,
but by the corregidors themselves. Kidnapping was
reduced to a system, and often all the male adults of
a village were dragged off to work in the mines,
leaving only the women and children to till the
fields. The corregidors went into partnership with
merchants, and the poor Indians were compelled to
purchase articles for which t?hey had no use, and
thrown into slavery to work] out the debt if they
failed to pay. The wiser viceroys did not waste
their energies in vain efforts to mitigate the profit.
able abuses. They devoted ‘their attention rather
to the exaction of the last %)enny of taxes, to be
spent in maintaining the horde of office-holders, or to
be remitted to Spain. So rigidly was taxation en-
forced and so successful were the Spaniards in find-
ing rich mines of silver, gold, and mercury, that
early in the seventeenth century the revenue had
reached the sum-——enormous !in those days of low
prices—of nearly five hundred thousand pounds, of
which about half was regularly sent to Madrid.
Foreign nations could not eﬁéctively interfere with
Spain’s commercial and fiscal monopoly. The
Isthmus was in her hands, and the voyage through
Magellan’s Straits or around Cape Horn was too
stormy and uncertain for the slow, clumsy ships
of that age, and only a few) English and Dutch
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expeditions, hatf-trading, half-piratical, ravaged the
coast towns in the seventeenth century.

The most memorable event of Peru’s history dur-
ing the seventeenth century was the revelation of the
sovereign virtues of quinine. The L.ima physicians
were unable to cure the Countess of Chinchon, the
viceroy's wife, of a stubborn attack of malarial fever,
but the rector of the Jesuit college had received
some fragments of an unknown bark from a Jesuit
missionary to whom they had been given Dy an In-
dian in the mountain wilds of southern Ecuador.
Doses of this quickly restored the vice-queen, and
when Linnzus named the world’s plants in scientific
order, he called the genus to which the tree belongs
chinchona, from the viceroy, through whom its
virtues had come to notice.

The succession of the Bourbons to the Spanish
Crown, at the beginning of the eighteenth century,
brought about a considerable change of colonial
policy. To England was conceded the privilege of
exporting negroes to South America, and French
vessels were permitted to come round the Horn and
trade at Peruvian ports. The latter concession was
soon revoked and the commerce of the Pacific coast
again became a monopoly for the ring of merchants
at Cadiz. The Atlantic, however, by this time
swarmed with ships of all the European maritime
Powers, and it was impossible to prevent smuggling
at the Caribbean and Argentine ports. The Madrid
government reluctantly came to the conclusion that
it was impossible to administer effectually from Lima
the provinces which were commercially tributary to
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the Caribbean Sea. In 1740, Bogotd, on the popu-
lous plateau of eastern New Granada, was made the
capital of a new viceroyalty,| under whose jurisdic-
tion were placed the captaincy-general of Venezuela
and the presidency of Quito, Buenos Aires was a
resort for contraband tradeis under non-Spanish
flags, and smuggling through' that port so increased
that goods coming from Spain by the Panama route
were undersold in the markets of Argentina, Para-
guay, Chile, Bolivia, and eves Peru itselt. In 1776
the southern Atlantic region was detached from
Lima, and to the new viceroyalty of Buenos Aires
were attached not only the Plate provinces—Buenos
Aires and Paraguay —but also that part of Chile
which lay east of the Andes! as well as Tucuman
and the audiencia of Charcas| as far north as Lake
Titicaca. By these changes|Peru was reduced to
its present dimensions, except that Chile remained
attached as a semi-independent captaincy-general.

Three times since its foundation had Lima been
nearly destroyed by earthquakes, but none of them
was to be compared with the convulsion which in
1746 reduced the whole ¢ity to a shapeless mass of
ruins. More than a thousand people perished; a
great wave cngulfed Callao, dr'owning half the popu.
lation and carrying great ships far inland.

The expulsion of the Jesuits in 1767 was effected
without difficulty. In the neighbourhood of Lima
alone they owned five thousand negro slaves and
property to the value of two! million dollars, and
every penny of their immense accumulations was
confiscated by the government.
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The great Indian rebellion which had so long been
expected broke out in 1780 under the leadership of
Tupac Amaru, the lineal descendant of the last of
the reigning Inca emperors. In Peru proper it did
not spread beyond the southern frontier provinces
and the story of its suppression belongs to Bolivia.
The authorities were so alarmed that the reforms,
to procure which Tupac had risked and lost his life,
were shortly after voluntarily adopted. The vital-
ity and fighting qualities of the half-brecds now
stood revealed, and the Creoles, jealous of imported
officials and dissatisfied at their exclusion from places
of honour and profit, realised that a weapon. lay
ready to their hand when they should determine
upon revolution.

General Theodore de Croix, 2 Fleming, was en-
trusted with the reorganisation and reform made
necessary by the Indian rebellion, The corregidors,
petty tyrants over whom no effective control ¢ould
be maintained, were abolished; the country was
divided into a few great provinces, each ruled by
an intendente to whom were responsible the sub.
delgados who had charge of local affairs, and meas-
ures were taken for the enforcement of the laws
intended to protect the Indians.

By the year 1700 these valuable reforms had been
put into effect, but they came too late. Ideas of
liberty had begun to infiltrate into the educated
classes, and among the Creoles the abstract right of
Peru to autonomous government became the subject
of secret though widespread discussion. A succes-
sion of able and liberal viceroys, however, averted



THE COLONIAL| PERIOD 73

the danger for the time, and the outbreak of the
revolution in the rest of South America found Peru
ruled by Abascal, whose elnergy, foresight, and
determination not only prevented an insurrection
at Lima, but nearly saved all South America to
Spain.




CHAPTLER V
THE WARS OF INDEPENDENCE

HE storm soon to burst over South America
was gathering when Viceroy Abascul assumed

the reins of power in 1806. He made no pretensions
to statesmanship, but it did not escape his shrewd
soldier’s eye and common sense that French revolu-
tionary ideas would soon make trouble. Her very
existence threatened in the titan conflict then de-
vastating Europe, Spain could not be relicd upon
to spare any of her soldiers to guard her colonies.
He must take care of himself. Wasting no time in
seeking to propitiate the revolutionary elerments, he
quietly set to work to organise and arm an cfficient
army while vigilantly watching the course of events.
Although less infected than any other province,
being the one where the Spanish bureaucracy was
most numerous and powerful, even in Peru Creole
society was honeycombed with revolutionary senti.
ment. The plots to secure autonomy came to
Abascal's notice, and with the first overt act he
pounced upon the plotters. Two republican vision-
aries, named Ubalde and Aguilar, were the first
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martyrs for liberty. A few

learned and respected

professors in Lima dared to speculate on the future

of Amcrica as affected by rec
but the viceroy summoned

HAKER ON 1IORSEBACK, LIMA.

ent events in Europe,
hem to his presence

and his stern warnings silenced them. Two young




76 PERU

lawyers held evening parties where politics were dis-
cussed by the rising youth of the capital. One of
the ringleaders was condemned to ten years' im-
prisonment and the other sent to Spain, while
several more were shipped off to southern Chile.
Although the liberals continued to meet and con-
spire, and the priests were particularly active, for
the present nothing definite came of all this.

Even the news of the deposition of the Spanish
authorities at Quito, La Paz, and Charcas, in 1809,
met with no response from the liberals at Lima.
Abascal banished Riva Aguéro, their leader; his
expeditions quickly suppressed the insurrections in
Bolivia and Ecuador; and he redoubled his exer.
tions to strengthen his army, recruiting among the
Indians and half-breeds, and casting cannon. That
his apprehensions were justified was proved by the
events of the following year. In rapid succession
Buenos Aires, northern New Granada, Caracas, and
Santiago installed revolutionary juntas in place of
the Spanish governors. The flames of revolution
spread rapidly from these centres. Soon the Spanish
officials were overthrown throughout Argentina,
Chile, New Granada, and Venezuela; Bolivia and
Ecuador were divided; and only Peru remained
steady. But Abascal, resolute and unshaken, sent
his armies against the triumphant revolutionists.
The story of these campaigns is elsewhere told in
connection with the countries where they were con-
ducted. Though the patriots won some important
victories, the loyal arms steadily advanced.

The redemption of Ecuador, Chile, and Bolivia
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had been mainly achieved with the resources which
Abascal had picked up in South America. Until
1813 the people of the Penihsula were fighting de-
sperately for national independence against the arm-
ies of the great Napoleon. No money or men could
be spared for South America, :and Abascal even man-
aged to remit two million dollars to Spain ina single
year—that of 1811, The armiies with which his gen-
erals won their early victories were recruited almost
entirely from the native population of Peru, Bolivia,
and Ecuador. In this struggle between Spaniard
and Creole, the sturdy Indian of the plateau, who
was dragged reluctant from his home, took no great
interest, but any sympathy hé felt was anti-Spanish.
Nevertheless, so ingrained was the habit of obedi.
ence that when drilled and commanded by Spanish
officers the half-breeds and Indians made excellent
soldiers. During these six years, only one insurrec-
tion touched the territory of Peru proper. 1In 1814
the Indians of the Cuzco iegion rose under the
leadership of one of their own/caciques. The whole
population of this, the most |southern province of
Peru, seems to have sympathised with the insurrec-
tion, and the same fecling extended over the Boliv-
ian border. When Pumacagua, the Indian leader,
advanced into Bolivia the people about La Paz
joined him. But his army ‘was an undisciplined,
unarmed mob, only eight hundred of the twenty
thousand who followed him| possessing muskets,
The Spanish general, Ramirez, hastened up from
southern Bolivia; the Indians retreated over the
Cordillera to Arequipa, where they were followed
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by the Spaniards. When Ramirez approached they
again retired to the Bolivian plateau and the game
of hide-and-seek ended with the horrible slaughter
of Umachiri near Lake Titicaca.

In 1816 Abascal thought that his work was virtu-
ally completed and that he had earned the right to
retire. Resistance was confined to Buenos Aires,
to the thinly populated provinces of Tucuman and
Cuyo, and to the banks of the Orinoco. The Argen-
tine revolutionists were fighting among themselves,
and that they must succumb before an advance in
force from the Bolivian plateau appeared certain.
The last act of his administration was to send out
a fleet that compelled four Argentine ships which
Admiral William Brown had brought around the
Horn to withdraw to the Atlantic. He was suc-
ceeded by General Pezuela, a strategist of no mean
abilities, who had borne a brilliant part in the Boliv-
jan campaigns. The new viceroy straightway set
about final preparations for a decisive advance across
the pampas to Buenos Aires, but like a thunderbolt
from a clear sky came the news that San Martin had
made a sudden descent on Chile and won the battle
of Chacabuco, annihilating the Spanish forces in that
country. Pezuela saw himself obliged to begin a
war to reduce Chile to obedience —an undertaking
sure to be long and arduous, and in which he must
encounter a general whose technical mastery of the
profession had enabled him to create an army equal
in discipline and effectiveness to any the viceroy
might hope to throw against him. Pezuela aban-
doned the idea of an immedijate Argentine campaign,
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and contented himself with maintaining a defensive
attitude on the Bolivian frontier. He managed to
repulse the armies which thé Buenos Aireans sent
against Bolivia, but it was in vain that he poured
into Chile all the troops he |could possibly spare.
They were overthrown and annihilated in the de-

. . [
cisive battle of Maipo. The viceroy sent for help
to Spain and New Granadaj. but Venezuela had
risen in insurrection under Bolivar and Paez; and it
was impossible to spare any considerable number of
troops from the Caribbean.

So long, however, as Spanish ships commanded
the Pacific, Peru itself was'safjc from attack and the
viceroy could securely await the arrival of reinforce-
ments, and then attack Ch'ﬁle where he chose.
Happily for the cause of South American independ-
ence, the war-ship of the beginning of the nineteenth
century was not the expensivle, complicated, slow-
built machine it has since become. San Martin sub.
ordinated everything to the crél:ation of a fleet. He'
forced the Argentine and Chilean governments to
furnish him money, and his agents hastened toEurope
and North America to buy shi[')s and engage British
and American captains. The Spaniards had four
frigates and thirteen smaller ships, mounting in all
three hundred and thirty gun:s, while San Martin
was able to improvise only three frigates and as
many brigs, mounting about one hundred and
eighty cannon. This disparity of force was more
than made up by the superior |skill and experience
of the foreign seamen. His admiral was Lord Coch-
rane, a Scotchman of noble 'family, but radical
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principles and adventurous disposition. A daring
and reckless fighter, inventive and fertile in resource,
he excelled in leading cutting-out expeditions and
surprises. His marvellous activity and the capture
by Blanco Encalada of their largest frigate dismayed
the Spanish captains. When Cochrane sailed up the
coast he found the Spaniards huddled under the guns
of Callao castle. Returning to Valparaiso, he re.
ported to San Martin that he could guarantee the
unmolested transport of an army to any point on
the Peruvian coast, and again sailed away for Callao.
Though his attempt to destroy the Spaniards with
fire-ships and rockets was unsuccessful, he cap-
tured and sacked several towns and terrorised the
Spanish authorities all along the coast. San Martin
after many disappointments and interruptions suc-
ceeded in preparing an army of invasion. For ten
years war had desolated every other part of Spanish
South America, while Peru had remained untouched.
At length the conflict was to be transferred to the
very centre of Spanish power.

On September 7, 1820, Lord Cochrane's fleet
dropped anchor in a bay near Pisco, one hundred
and fifty miles south of Lima. San Martin's army,
numbering four thousand five hundred Argentines
and Chileans, disembarked without opposition and
occupied the fertile, vine-covered valleys. To under-
take a campaign for the conquest of Peru with such
a force seemed absurd. The viceroy's troops were
five times as numerous; at Lima alone he had nearly
nine thousand men ; as many more were quartered at
Cuzco, Jauja, and Arequipa, besides the six thou-
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sand veterans who guarded: the Bolivian frontier
against an invasion from Buenos Aires. The con.
test was, however, really not so unequal as it ap-
peared. The Spanish armiles were made up of
native Peruvians and Bolivians, with some Vene.
zuelans; sympathisers with| the patriot cause
swarmed in their ranks; many were waiting an op.
portunity to desert; the viceroy had little control
over his generals, and the arrival of the Aigentine
army stimulated the activity of the patriot societies
in the Peruvian cities.

From Pisco San Martin detached a force of twelve
hundred men under the command of General Are.
nales, which ascended the Cordillera, roused the
population of the plateaux immediately back of
Lima, and defeated a detachment under General
O'Reilly near Cerro de Pasco. The Indians rose,
but when the Spaniards came up in force Arenales
retired to the coast, leaving ﬂlis allies to be merci-
lessly slaughtered. Meanwhilé San Martin with the
main body had taken ship at Pisco and, sailing north,
landed at Huacho, seventy miles beyond the capital.
His three thousand men could!not hope to succeed
in a direct attack on the city, defended by thrice
that number of disciplined tréops. On the other
hand, the Spanish army was shut off from the sea;
its base was now far back in th!e interior; its line of
communication might be cut| at any moment by
other expeditions like that of Arenales. Lima and
the coast towns were decidedly disaffected. San
Martin’s plan was to wait patiently until a rising

should compel the Spaniards to retire to the interior,
YoL. 11,—6,
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and then to organise the country and gather an army
for the final campaign on the plateau. He kept,
therefore, at a safe distance from the Spaniards;
sent out detachments which scoured the country up
to the walls of Lima; and enterced into communica-
tion with the conspirators in the city. Crowds of
young enthusiasts hastened out to join him; Coch-
rane daringly cut out the frigate Esmeralda under
the very guns of Callao castle; an expedition sent
to Tacna, on the extreme southern coast, was en-
thusiastically received; and numerous descrtions
from the Spanish army culminated in a battalion of
Venezuelans coming over in a body. The viceroy
was sorely puzzled. He hesitated to send his army
to attack San Martin, fearing an insurrection or sur-
prise during his absence, and knowing that defeat
meant irretrievable ruin. Really only two courses
of action lay open to the Spaniards—they must
either fight San Martin, and the sooner the better,
for he was becoming stronger every day—or they
must abandon Lima and concentrate on their base
in the mountains. The viceroy could not make up
his mind to abandon the ancient capital, and he was
reluctant to expose his family to the hardships of a
guerilla warfare in the mountains.

San Martin drew closer and closer, the attitude of
the Lima liberals became more and more threaten-
ing, and still Pezuela made no move. News came
of the revolution in Spain and of the overthrow of
abgplutism, and all the principal commanders united
in demanding his resignation. He had no alternat-
ive, and retired to Spain, while the generals selected
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one of their number, La Serna, to succeed him.
The new viceroy entered into negotiations looking
toward an amicable accommodation of the whole
question at issue between Spain and her colonies.
The Argentine was nothing loath, well knowing
that every month strengthened the patriot feeling
among the coast Peruvians and brought him nearer
his goal, San Martin proposed that South America
become a constitutional monarchy and accept a
Bourbon prince as its king in return for a recogni-
tion of its independence-—a concession which even
the revolutionaty Spanish government could not
confirm. The suggestion reflects little credit upon
the political acumen of the great Argentirie general,
San Martin, in fact, seems never to have appreciated
the motives and instincts which had pushed the
Creoles into rebellion, The revolutionary move-
ment in South America was in its essence separatist
and republican; no monarch, whether the scion of a
European House, or a Bolivar trying to play the
role of a Napoleon, could ever have kept the
Spanish colonies together. ‘
The first six months of 1821 were consumed in
these fruitless negotiations, and by this time the posi-
tion of the Spaniards at Lima had become untenable.
It was necessary for them to retire to the plateau,
where the sturdy natives furnished a supply of ex-
cellent recruits and the mines, fields, and pastures
would maintain an army. On July 6, 1821, La
Serna evacuated the capital and retired to Jauja,
leaving a well-provisioned garrison at Callao against
the hoped-for arrival of a fleet from Spain. Even
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then a dozen well-fought frigates might have undone
all San Martin’s work and chz'mged the fate of South
America. Three days later the Argentine general
entered the city, and on the 28th of July, 1821, Pery
was proclaimed an independ‘ent republic, with San
Martin as temporary dictator/under the title of Pro.
tector, During the rest of the year he was occupied
with trying to secure the adhesion of the whole
coast, and made no effort to undertake the re-
demption of the interior. When the Frenchman
Canterac, the most enterprising of the Spanish com.
manders, made a descent on Lima, San Martin
merely maintained the defence, being well assured
that the €nemy must soon retire on account of want
of provisions. But he foundlhimself hampered in
consolidating coast Peru by the fact that he was a
foreigner. The Peruvians were jealous and sus.
picious, and he feared that troops recruited among
them might turn their arms a*gainst him, while his
Argentine officers regarded the country as their own
property, and monopolised the positions of honour
and profit to which the Peruvians thought them-
selves more justly entitled.

Matters remained virtually at a standstill until the
summer of 1822, San Martin 'had been unable to
make his position stable enouéh to justify his de-
voting himself to military opérations, nor had he
succeeded in gathering and equipping an army with
which he was willing to undertake a decisive cam-
paign. Canterac even took tht?. offensive, although
he made no effort to re-occupy permanently the
coast plain. Qutside help was necessary, and San

\
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Martin, despairing of obtaining it from Chile or the
Argentine, turned his eyes to the north, Bolivar's
battles of Boyacd and Carabobo had redeemed north-
ern Granada and Venezuela in 1819 and 1821, and he
was now advancing toward Quito to complete the
expulsion of the Spaniards from that viceroyalty.
With afarce of Colombians Sucré went to Guayaquil
by sca and climbed to the Icuador platcau. De.
fcated and driven back on his first attempt, he was
reinforced by a division sent by San Martin, and
renewcd the effort with better success. Although
Bolivar had in the meantime been checked in his
southward march on Quito by the loyalists of south-
ern Colombia, Sucré alone destroyed the Spanish
army which had held Ecuador for so many years.
The battle of Pichincha, fought in May, 1822, left
Bolivar and Sucré free to employ their numerous
and well-disciplined troops in completing the libera-
tion of Peru and Bolivia, ~ '
Bolivar joined his victorious lieutenant at Quito,
incorporated Ecuador with his new republic of Co-
lombia, and proceeded overland to Guayaquil, where
San Martin lost no time in going to meet him fora
conference. The Argentine expected to find as un-
selfish a patriot as himself, but the ‘‘liberator’’ was
not single-minded. He had formed plans for his own
glory and aggrandisement to the accomplishment
of which San Martin might be an obstacle. When
the latter broached the subject of a joint campaign
against the Spaniards in Peru and Bolivia, Bolivar
gave him no satisfaction, and evaded the Argentine's
noble offer to serve in a subordinate capacity. The
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silent soldier made no protest and uttered no re-
proaches. Confiding not even in his closest friends,
he calmly considered his plight on his way back to
Lima. His situation in Peru, bad already, would
be made ten times worse by Bolivar's intrigues.
Seeing that he could be of no further service to the
cause of South American independence, he formally
resigned his authority to a national congress, delib.
erately sacrificing his own future for the cause he
joved, but leaving behind him a name untarnished
by any suspicion of self-seeking or personal ambition,

Bolivar waited in vain for the expected invitation
to come with his veterans. The leaders in Peru did
not propose to jeopard their own supremacy. They
thought they were strong enough to whip the Span-
jards by themselves, and made great efforts to drill
and equip an efficient army. By the end of the year
four thousand men under the command of Alvarado
were sent to the southern coast to make an attempt
to reach Lake Titicaca and thereby get between the
Spanish armies. It failed before the astonishing en-
ergy of the Spanish general, Valdez, who by forczd
marches reached the pass which the Peruvians were
trying to climb, and taking up a strong position,
beat them back with great slaughter. Alvarado re-
treated, but was caught by Valdez and completely
routed; hardly a third of the army escaped to the
seashore. The news of this defeat brought about a
change of government at Lima. A revolution,
headed by the principal officers, made Riva Aguéro,
the leader of the Peruvian liberals, president, while
General Santa Cruz, a Bolivian, received chief com-
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mand of the forces, in place of Arenales. Word
was sent to Bolivar that his offer of help would be
accepted; and another Peruvian army was recruited.
Before the six thousand mef promised by Bolivar
had arrived, the Peruvians had regained confidence;
With the aid of 2 London loan), the patriots got seven
thousand soldiers ready for service, and in May,
1823, five thousand men under the command of
Santa Cruz sailed from Calldo for southern Pery.
This time they advanced so promptly that the Span.
ish generals could not get to [the passes in time to
dispute the way. Santa Cruz entered La Paz and
defeated the first army which came against him, But
the two main Spanish bodies hastened up from Cuzco
and Charcas, outmanceuvred Santa Cruz, united their
forces, and routed his army in'a panic, not a fourth
ever reaching the seaboard.

Shortly after Santa Cruz's departure on this fll-
fated expedition, Sucré arrived !axt Lima with the first
instalment of the promised Colombian auxiliaries.
The Spanish general, Canterac, had concentrated a
large army at Jauja and descended on the capital;
Lima was denuded of Peruvianitroops; the govern-
ment helpless against the Spaniards or Sucré. The
Colombian was made commander.in-chief, and
retiving to the fortifications of, Callao before Can-
terac’s overwhelming numbers, procured Riva Agué-
ro’'s deposition and the nomination of one of his
own tools as nominal president, while he sent off an
urgent message to Bolivar to come in person, Can-
terac, after holding Lima for a felw weeks, went back
to the mountains, and Bolivar himself landed at
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Callao on the 1st of September, almost at the very
moment when Santa Cruz’s army was getting in-
volved in that snarl out of which it never extricated
itself. The news of its destruction left Bolivar un-
disputed master of the situation, and in February
the submissive rump of the Peruvian parliament
conferred upon him an absolute dictatorship. He
now devoted all the wonderful energy with which
nature had endowed him to preparation for a cam-
paign which he meant to be final; and united ten
thousand men under his command, two-thirds of
whom were Colombian veterans and the rest Peru-
vians, Argentines, and Chileans who fought for the
sheer love of fighting. His officers were the pick of
South America, men who had proven their bravery
and skill on all the hundred battle-fields from Vene-
zuela to Chile. With such a force he did not hesi-
tate to attack the Spaniards, although the latter
were nearly twice as numerous.

Suddenly, however, his plans were seriously dis-
turbed by a revolt of the garrison in Callao castle—
Argentines and Chileans who had not reccived their
pay. The mutineers hoisted the Spanish flag and
sent word to Canterac that he might come in"and
take possession. This event produced a great sensa-
tion at Lima. Many citizens who distrusted Bolivar
or were fearful of the final result vacillated in their
allegiance. Even men who had been prominent
liberals went over to the royalists. Bolivar aban-
doned the capital and removed his base of opera-
tions to Trujillo, three hundred miles north. But
discouragement gave place to confident enthusiasm
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when news came that the Spamish generals were
fighting among themselves.  Olaficta, the renegade
Argentine, who commanded|in Bolivia, had quar-
relled with La Serna, whom he regarded as a pesti-

MILK-WOMAN OF LIMA ON

HORSEHACK.

icnt liberal and an enemy of the absolute pretensions
of the Spanish king. The viceroy sent Valdez
against him, and some hard fighting had taken
place, when this fratricidal war ‘was interrupted by
-he news of Bolivar's preparations.
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Though just recovering from a dangerous illness,
Bolivar lost no time in taking advantage of Olafieta’s
revolt. His army numbered nine thousand men; it
was well supplied with cavalry, and the troops re-
ceived their liberal pay punctually. The patriots
advanced rapidly and unopposed over the Maritime
Cordillera, covered by a cloud of Peruvian guerillas,
under whose protection Sucré marked out the daily
route and brought in provisions. The city of Pasco,
just south of that transverse range which forms the
northern limit of the great Peruvian plateau, was
reached and Bolivar's army hastened south along
the western shore of the lake of Reyes to the marshy
plain of Junin at its southern end, where he met
Canterac hurrying up from Jauja with a slightly
inferior force.

When Bolivar caught sight of the royalist army he
held his infantry back in a defensible position, and
sent his cavalry toward the enemy. Canterac
rashly charged in person at the head of all his cav-
alry, but instead of the easy victory he expected,
his squadrons were thrown into some disorder when
they encountered the patriot lancers. The latter,
however, were compelled to retreat, and fled into a
defile, followed by the royalists. The royalists did
not notice that a Peruvian squadron had been drawn
aside, and scarcely were they in the defile than they
were charged from the rear. The fugitive patriots
in front rallied, and the disordered and huddled
royalists, caught between two fires, could make no
effective resistance. They were quickly cut to
pieces and driven from the field. The whole affair
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Leaving Sucré in command of the army, which
now threatened Cuyzco 1tself Bolivar returned to
Lima to look after his political interests, collect
money, and urge the sending of reinforcements from
Colombia. La Serna called in all his outlying di-
visions, while Sucré conﬁdently scattered his forces,
He underestimated the strength of the royalists,
for to his consternation La Serna suddenly broke
out of Cuzco at the head of ten thousand men, and
before Sucté could concentrate his opponent was
threatening his rear and manceuvring to cut him
off from his base. Happily, the royalists were com-
pelled to m§rch in a semiclrcle and Sucré, by
desperate exertions, united his {forces and cut along
the radius, coming in sight of La Serna just as the
latter had succeeded in getting between him and the
road to Jauja. Sucré's position was desperate.
The valleys to the north were rising in favour of the
royalists; 2 patriot column ad‘vancmg from that
direction to reinforce him was driven back; his pro-
visions and ammunition were| beginning to fail,
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Sucré’s army was La Serna’s real objective. Even
if he could shake off the pursuit, another march to
Lima would be as barren of results as Canterac’s last
descent, and to leave the Colombian army at Gua-
manga would expose Cuzco and Bolivia to invasion.
During three days the opposing armies marched and
counter-marched among the ravines on the west
bank of the Pampas River, and finally Sucré took
the desperate resolution of crossing the deep gorge
in which the river runs in order to reach the high
grounds on the other side. He managed to get his
main body over safely, but the Spaniards fell upon
his rear guard, killing four hundred men and captur-
ing one of his two cannon. The two armies were
now opposite each other on the high, narrow, and
broken plateau which lies between the Eastern and
Central Cordilleras, separated only by the gorge of
the Pampas. They marched in plain sight of each
other, the royalists along the slopes of the Central
Cordillera, while the patriots skirted the foothills
of the Eastern. Sucré hoped to outrun the enemy
and reach the main road to Jauja, but La Serna
again outflanked him; he offered battle, but the
viceroy had determined to engage under conditions
where not a patriot could escape, and by skilful
manceuvres the royal army succeeded in getting into
the protection of the eastern range at a point north
of Sucré. Irretrievably cut off from the Jauja road,
convinced by his previous failures that he could not
better his position by any further manceuvres, the -
Colombian general resolved again to offer battle, al-
though this time upon a field chosen by La Serna.
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The morning sun of the gtlh rose radiant behind
the mountains where the Spaniards lay encamped.
Sucré deployed his army in fhe open plain, riding
down the line exclaiming, “* Soldiers, on your deeds
this day depends the fate of South America,”” while
the Spanish columns descendetll in perfect order from
the heights. La Serna realised that his men would
Sucré’s army was La Serna’s teal objective. Even
if he could shake off the pursuit, another march to
Lima would be as barren of results as Canterac’s Jast
descent, and to leave the Colombian army at Gua-
manga would expose Cuzco and Bolivia to invasion,
During three days the opposing armies marched and
counter-marched among the ravines on the west
bank of the Pampas River, and finally Sucré took
the desperate resolution of crossing the deep gorge
in which the river runs in order to reach the high
grounds on the other side. He managed to get his
main body over safely, but the! Spaniards fell upon
his rear guard, killing four hundied men and captur-
ing one of his two cannon. Tl?e two ammies were
now opposite each other on the high, narrow, and
broken plateau which lies between the Eastern and
Central Cordilleras, separated o'nly by the gorge of
the Pampas. They marched in plain sight of each
other, the royalists along the slppes of the Central
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not fight with the same spirit as the patriots and
that defeat might be followed by wholesale deser-
tion, but he counted on his artillery and the reserve
he had left on the high ground as a sure refuge in
case of a reverse.

The story of the battle is soon told. The patriots
advanced to meet the Spanish attack; musketry
volleys on both sides did terrific execution, and the
two armies met bayonet in hand. On the left the
Spanish columns were unable to make any impres-
sion on the Colombian infantry, and while the con-
fiict was still undecided the royalist cavalry rashly
charged, hoping to strike a deciding blow. But they
were met by a counter-charge of the patriot syuad-
rons and rolled back in defeat. The whole left of the
royalist army dispersed, and such was the confusion
that the impetuously pursuing Colombians reached
the Spanish camp and spiked the artillery, defeating
on their way the enemy'’s centre. In the meantime
the Spanich right under Valdez had outflanked the
Peruvians who held that part of the line and driven
them back, but before he could reach the patriot
centre the battle had been decided. Attacked by
the victorious cavalry, Valdez's men were cut to
pieces, and by one o'clock in the after noon the
Spanish army, except the reserve under Canterac,
had ceased to exist as an organised body. Of the
royalists fourteen hundred were dead and seven
hundred wounded, while the patriots had lost six
hundred wounded and three hundred dead. The
viceroy was wounded and a prisoner, his men desert-
ing and dispersing by hundreds. Canterac sued
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for terms, and that afternoon’fourteen generals, five
hundred and sixty-eight officers, and three thousand
two hundred privates became prisoners of war.
Never was a victory more complete and decisive
than Ayacucho. The war for independence was
over. Only under Olafleta in far southern Bolivia
and at Callao castle did a Spaniard remain under
arms.  Sucré marched to Cuizco, where he rested
and refitted and then went on to Puno and La Paz.
Olafieta’s troops ieserted asj the Colombian ap-
proached, and the last of the Spanish generals fell at
the hands of his own men as he was bravely trying
to suppress a mutiny. Callao castle held out for
thirteen months, and with its surrender was hauled
down the last Spanish ensign which floated on the

South American mainland.
7




CHAPTER VI
FROM INDEPENDENCE TO THE CHILEAN WAR

F ever country began an independent cxistence
without any basis for a strong, ordered, and
stable government, that country was the Peru of
1826. The intenior inhabited by Indians long held
in abject subjection by the Spanish generals, the
long strip of coast divided by local and factional
jealousies, the nation had already miserably failed
to unite in face of defeats suffered from the Span.
iards, or of the military pteponderance first of the
Argentines and then of the Colombians.

Tn 1825 all thought of open resistance to Bolivar
was manifest folly. Peru was his to do with as he
pleased. He went through the farce of summoning
a congress and offering to resign his dictatorship,
but with thousands of Colombian troops encamped
at Lima, it was natural that he should be begged
to retain the direction of affairs on his own terms.
The “liberator”’ devoted all his energies to laying
the foundations for a great military confederation
with himself as its life head. Venczuela, New
Granada, and Ecuador were already united under

oB
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the name of the United S!tates of Colombia, of
which he was president. He hoped to make his
tenure permanent by imposing an aristocratic and
centralising constitution providing for a life presi-
dent. The submissive Peruvian congress agreed to
adopt his system, and the 'dictator set out on a
triumphal tour to put it in|application in upper
Peru. 'Ta"évelling along the coast to Arequipa, he
crossed the Cordillera to La,Paz, and thence pro-
ceeded over the Titicacan plateau to Charcas and
Potosf. "There he created a new natidn which, in
his honour, was named Bolivid; wrote its Constitu.
tion with his own hand; and, having installed Sucré
as life president, returned to Llima at the beginning
of 1826. v

Apparently Bolivar's system wds dominant from
the Caribbean to the Argentine pampas, and he res
‘garded himself as certain soon to be virtual emperor
of all South America. But the instinct of local
pride was growing; the signs of Peru's wish to be
rid of him could not be ignore'd, and the new con-
gress he had summoned was abruptly dismissed. In
September the news of disturbances in Venezuela,
which foreshadowed the breaking up of Colombia,
made it necessary for Bolivar to hasten north. He
left General Lara at Lima, but J;hat officer failed to
keep the unruly mercenaries upon whom his power
depended in good humour. A!mutiny broke out;
Lara was arrested and deported, and the mutineers
entered into negotiations with the Peruvian leaders.
The money demanded was soon jraised and the Co-
lombian scldiers shortly embarked, leaving the field




100 PERU

free for the local chiefs to fight among themselves
for supreme power. General Santa Cruz, though by
birth a Bolivian, had great influence among the fow
Peruvian troops, and tried to forestall his competi-

VILLAGE OF CHICLAY ON THF OROYA RAILWAY, 12,200 FELT AROVE
LUK SEA,

tors by seizing the direction of affairs and summon-
ing a congress, but General L.a Mar, himself born
at Cuenca in Ecuador, was stronger. The latter
secured the selection of his friends, and when con-
gress met he had a two-thirds majority and became
president. So long as Sucré remained in control of
Bolivia there could, however, be no certainty that
Colombian rule might not be re-established, but he
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was already in trouble on account of the mutinous
disposition of his troops. When the Peruvians sent
against him a hastily gathered force he was com-
pelled to withdraw, the Bolivarian Constitution was
abolished, and Santa Cruz ma!de himself supreme in
Bolivia.

Encouraged by this success, ILa Mar determined to
wrest Guayaquil and Cuenca from Colombia. Boli-
var, already furious over the defection of Peru and
Bolivia, made a formal declara!tion of war, although
he was too much occupied wlith his own troubles
in New Granada and Venezuela to go in person to
the frontier. General Flores, whom he had put in
charge of Ecuador, made preparations to resist La
Mar, Sucré came to direct the operations, a Peru-
vian naval expedition captured Guayaquil, and La
Mar’s main army of four tholisand men occupied
the province of Loja and penétrated within forty
miles of Cuenca, only to be defeated. The Peruvian
president signed a treaty giving up bis conquests,
but he was no sooner safe in his own country than
he repudiated it and refused to surrender Guayaquil.
His defeat had, however, cost ':him his prestige at
home, and one of his generals,, Gamarra, revolted
and declared himself dictator.

Gamarra had been chief of staﬁ at Ayacucho; he
was a good soldier, but, like most of his companions,
had no conception of constitutional government,
and thought the men whose bravery had redeemed
Peru from the Spaniards’ pse Jacto entitled to gov-
ern. Force was the only method he knew to secure
obedience, and under his administration taxes were

’1
|
|
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five thousand men he advanced on Cuzco and wiped
out Gamarra. The fiery Salaverry did not wait to
be trapped at Lima, but left the capital with his
whole force and hastened south. Not daring to at-
tack Santa Cruz's vastly superior army, he slipped
around to Arcquipa, laying that unhappy town
under contribution and impressing its citizens into
his army. The Bolivians followed; he evacuated
Arcquipa, and evaded them for a time, but they
finally caught him as he was making a daring at-
tempt to cut their line of communication. Hisarmy
was dispersed and destroyed and he and his princi-
pal officers were taken prisoners and mercilessly
shot.

It seemed as if Peru might now, under the strong
rule of Santa Cruz, enjoy the peace and order with
which he had blessed Bolivia. The country was
partitioned, Orbegoso becoming sub-president of
North DPeru, which included Lima, and General
Herrera of South Peru. Santa Cruz was proclatmed
protector of the Peru-Bolivian confederation and the
new government formally inaugurated in the fall of
1836. He was an able and laborious administrator, '
zealous for economy and purity in public affairs, 2
friend of orderly government, a ruler who knew
how to organise ah efficient army while maintaining
it in due subordination. But from the beginning it
was evident that he held supremacy by a very
uncertain tenure. The Peruvian military classes, so
long and so absolutely dominant, were unanimously
agzinst him and his methods. The mercantile, pro-
fessional, and moneyed classes were bound by a
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hundred ties to the officers, and the agricultural
peasantry, composed of Indié|.ns and negroes, took
no part in public affairs. Sconer or later he must
have come again into conflict with men of the
Gamarra-Salaverry type, but the immediate peril
was from Chile, whose power and energy—great
even then, but so far unknown and underestimated
~were thrown into the balantcc against him. The
civil war of 1831 had resulted in the defeat of the
Chilean liberals, and Freire, their leader, had fled
to Peru and there received aid and comfort. The
Chilean remonstrances remained unnoticed, and
Santa Cruz’s commercial policy was adverse. The
defeated Peruvian generals swarmed into Chile and
promised to aid an invasion.

The Chilean aristocracy could not resist this
temptation to make their country the dominant
power on the Pacific coast, and without any warn-
ing their ships sailed up from Valparaiso and cap-
tured the Peruvian fleet at Callao. This left the
way clear to land troops on the Bolivian or Peruvian
coasts. The first expedition went against the pro-
vince of Arequipa. It landed without resistance
and climbed to the city, while| Santa Cruz's army
maintained a defensive attitude.| Lack of provisions
soon compelled the Chilean general to promise that
the war should not be renewed if he were allowed to
depart. His government refuset‘li to ratify this agree-
ment, and sent another expedition to the neighbour-
hood of Lima, which was accompanied by Gamarra
and a large number of Peruvian exiles. Orbegoso
declared his independence of Santa Cruz and gave

|
|
|
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battle to the Chileans on his own responsibility, but
was defeated and fled to Guayaquil.

A year elapsed before Santa Cruz could march an
adequate army to the neighbourhood of Lima. As
he approached, Gamarra and the Chileans evacuated
the capital, retiring up the coast, whither the Boliv.
jans followed. Repulsed in an attack on the rear-
guard of the fleeing allies, and feeling that he could
not rely upon the Peruvians in his army, he took the
defensive and posted his forces near the town of
Yungay, occupying a hill called the Sugar Loaf.
The allies stormed this hill by a brilliant assault in
which they suffered greatly, but their unexpected
success completely demoralised Santa Cruz’s army.
His men scattered in all dircctions, and though
he escaped with his life, his prestige was destroyed.
Gamarra became president of Peru, Bolivia revolted,
and Santa Cruz made his way to a European exile.

During two years Gamarra kept his turbulent
rivals in check, but he then rashly undertook a
campaign against Bolivia, giving as a pretext the
refusal of its government to expel the old adherents
of Santa Cruz. The Peruvian army advanced into
Bolivian territory, only to be overthrown in the
bloody battle of Yngavi. Gamarra was killed and
his best officers taken prisoners. The Bolivians
made a counter-invasion, but a treaty of peace was
soon signed. The removal of the common danger
was the starting signal for a race to power among
the Peruvian generals. Each of them had raised
troops on his own account and now proposed to use
them for his own benefit. They ignored the claims
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of Gamarra’s constitutional m‘;mcessor. La Fuente,
Vivanco, and Vidal formed jan alliance and pro-
claimed the latter dictator; Torico seized Lima and
declared himself supreme chief; Vidal hastened
down from Guamanga and |defeated him; then
Vivanco rebelled against Vidal and in his turn
descended on the capital.

Twenty years of independenlce had brought Pery
no nearer a stable government. Anarchy and civil
war had been her Iot, and the situation scemed to
grow more desperate year by irear. The country’s
only hope was a man in whom military talent would
be combined with such strength of will and per-
tinacity of purpose that he would crush out lesser
despots and restore and maintain order by the strong
hand. |
The Porfirio Diaz of Peru was at hand, a little,
quiet, rough, and unpretentious soldier, who for
twenty years had been modestly doing his duty,
observing events and slowly maturing in character.
All Peruvians knew him 2s one of the heroes of
Ayacucho, but none appreciated his latent possibili-
ties, and he had been passed |by while his more
showy companions of that historic day had pushed
themselves to the front. Ramon Castilla had been
a colonel on Gamarra's staff at Ix“;.yacuc:ho, and was
rewarded by being appointed p'refect of his native
province — Tarapaca, the most southern part of
Peru. About 1830 he began t|o take part in the
civil wars, but he never started a revolution on his
own account, and always seems to have chosen the
side that best promised stability and respect for the
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Constitution. To Orbegoso, Castilla was long faith-
ful but abandoned him when he made alliance with
the Bolivians.  He went into exile when Santa Cruz
was victorious, and rcturned with Gamarra and the
Chilcans. Al the battle of Yungay he commanded
the Peruvian contingent of the alhed cavalry, and

DON RAMON CASTILLA

when Gamarra became president’ gave him his adhe-
sion; but was taken prisoner at the fatal battle of
Yngavi, where his chief was killed. Returning from
captivity he found Peru torn to pieces by the armed
rivalry of contending generals, and Menendez, the
legal president, a fugitive. Unhesitatingly he threw
himself into the condlict against those whose claims
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rested on their own pronunciifunentos. Landiﬁg at
Arica with only five men, his cool audacity saved
his life in the first attack; hisjlittle band increased ;
Vivanco's partisans were confounded by the rapidity
of his movements; their opponents hastened to join
him. Castilla obtained control of Arequipa and
Cuzco, and finally, in Jutly, 18|44, completely over-
threw Vivanco’s army, putting an end to the cjvil
war. The first use he made of his victory was to
declare a general amnesty; the sccond to restore
Menendez to the position of acting president. The
latter called a convention, and ten months later
Castilla was elected president of Peru without
opposition. ! .

The country realised at once that it was in the
hands of a master—a man sirong enough to be
generous, but with whom it was not safe to trifle.
Almost instantaneously commerce felt the impulse
which assured peace always gives. The turbulent
military leaders found their occupation slipping
away, while the orderly elements of the community
grew in power, At heart the vast majority of the
people were law-abiding, and the class which pro-
moted revolutions was numerically an insignificant
¢lement of the population. But it was not alone
Castilla’s personal force of character, his shrewdness
as a politician, his prestige as aLgeneral, his popu-
larity so nobly won by generosity and moderation,
which made his position secure! At the moment
he assumed supreme power bolntiful Providence
placed in his hands riches untold. Holding the
strings of a purse into which poured the millions
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from the guano and nitrate deposits, he could re-
ward his friends, keep his troops contented by regu-
lar pay, relieve agriculture of taxation, place the
disordered finances on a sound footing, and promote
general prasperity by works of public utility. Eu-
rope suddenly realised the value of the bird manure
found on the desert islands of the Peruvian coast,
and soon hundreds of ships were coming annually
to load the precious fertiliser.

Instead of squandering this fairy gift on the en-
richment of his creatures, or on the creation of 2
vast, useless, and wasteful swarm of office-holders,
—the hardest of all temptations for a South Ameri-
can politician to resist,—Castilla paid interest on the
foreign debt which Peru had incurred during the war
of independence, and refunded it, with the accrued
interest, that already amounted’ to more than the
principal. The internal debt was also consolidated,
care being taken to admit no fictitious claims; tele-
graphs and railways were constructed ; steam vessels
added to the navy; and all legitimate branches of
the administration adequately provided for. But
the moment Castilla’s strong hand was removed,
extravagance and corruption grew to alarming pro-
portions. Under General ‘Echenique, his successor,
public offices and pensions were multipljed; conces-
sions were granted not to promote honestly new
industries, but to favourites to be sold for what
they would bring; and finally a measure was rushed
through congress to extend the time fixed by
Castilla for presenting claims to be funded in the
interna} debt. It was openly charged that the
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ministerial ring had arranged"to put themselves on
the roll of national creditors, Public opinion was
scandalised, and the discontent and Jealousy soon
showed itself in open revolt. | The first insurrection
was suppressed, but in the beginning of 1854 Castilla
decided to put himself at the ﬂead of the movement
against Echenique. Though the government regu-
lars were better armed and provided than the militia
which rallied around Castilla; the latter advanced
from one position to another Eamd finally overthrew
the president in the decisive ibattle of La Palma.
Echenique fled the country and Castilla assumed
the reins of power once more, not to lay them down
until 1862, when~he voluntarily retired to private
life. His second administration was as orderly as
his first except for a local insufrection at Arequipa.
He was not, however, so successful in restraining
the predatory disposition of the Peruvian politicians
and was unable to restore the administration to its
old economical basis. The eighteen years of alinost
uninterrupted peace which elapsed between the be-
ginning of Castilla's first adrﬁ_inistration and his
retirement changed the face of Beru. A generation
had grown up to whom the early years of independ-
ence were only a tradition. War, age, banishment,
discouragement had thinned the! ranks of the Aya-
cucho veterans, and the days were gone when one of
them had merely to issue a prohunciamento to be
forthwith hailed as president, |dictator, supreme
chief, protector, regenerator, by a turbulent soldiery
and a fickle, ambitious Creole afistocracy. Peru's
subsequent troubles have been ﬁnzlmcial, not military.
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In 1860 the Constitution which still governs the
country was adopted. Tramed under Castilla’s in-
fluence it retains the centralised system of provincial
government through prefects appointed from Lima,
and gives the executive preponderant powers, al-
though it is liberal and humane in its guaranties to
the citizen. Slavery and Indian tribute, which
continued to exist until 1853, are forbidden; forced
recruiting, the scourge of old revolutionary days, is
a crime; all Peruvians who can read and write, who
own property or pay taxes, are entitled to vote.

Castilla was succeeded by his old friend and com-
panion in arms, General San Roman, a straight-
forward soldier who resembled his chief in his
unquestioning obedience to lawful authority, but
whose unfortunate death six months after his inaug-
uration prevented him from demonstrating whether
he possessed the same statesmanlike gualities.
Vice-President Pezet peacefully took his place.
Castilla had encouraged foreign immigration into
the coast valleys, so admirably adapted to cot-
ton and sugar, but where labour was scarce.
Chinese coolies had come in large numbers, and the
flattering offers had also attracted some Europeans.
Among the latter were seventy Basque families,
who shortly claimed that they were badly treated.
Making a protest against a breach of contract com-
mitted by the proprietor of the estate on which
they were working, they were attacked and some of
them killed. The criminals escaped punishment,
and the Spanish government made an international
question of the affair, finally demanding an apology
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and three millions of dollars as indemnity. This
being refused Spain broke o:ff diplomatic relations
and sent a powerful fleet, which seized the Chincha
guano islands. Too weak alone to bid defiance to
the Spanish ships, Pezet temporised, meanwhile
asking Chile for help, and hoping for the early
arrival of war-ships ordered ilin Europe. But the
Spaniards pressed him so hard that he thought him.
self forced to yield to their derrllands. He concluded
an agreement derogatory to the national honour,
and a terrific outburst of public|indignation followed.
Prado, prefect of Arequipa, made preparations to
march on Lima and depose thc; pusillanimous presi-
dent; the Chileans, who had meantime determined
to join in resistance to Spanjsh aggression, sup-
ported the insurrection; the terrible old Castilla
went himself to the presidential mansion and gave
Pezet a sound rating. The latter gave in and
offered his resignation. Prado became supreme
chief, issued a declaration of war against Spain, and
signed a treaty of alliance with IChile. During the
absence of the Spanish fleet thé batteries at Callao
were heavily reinforced, and af__m immense force of
volunteers flocked to man the guns. When the
Spanish ships appeared and, gallantly running into
range, opened fire on the 2d of May, 1866, they
were met by a determined resistance. Though the
Peruvians suffered most severely —two thousand
being killed and wounded — their opponents were
unable to effect a landing or obtain the slightest
concession, and their ships were|so badly damaged
that they abandoned further hostilities.

|
\
|
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Prado now found that the unconstitutional char-
acter of his position had only temporarily been
ignored when he attempted to hold the power
against General Canseco, second vice-president, who
was Pezet's lawful successor. Castilla, now over
seventy years old, Janded in his native province, de-
termined to unseat him. But the enfeebled frame
of the aged warrior was unable to withstand fatigues
and he died of exposure on the march. Canseco,
however, roused Arequipa. Prado failed to take
the place by assault, and gave up further opposi-
tion. Meanwhile Colonel Balta had headed a form-
idable insurrection in the north, and though Canseco
was allowed to fill out his legal term, Balta’s friends
controlled the electoral college, and he was inaugu-
rated president in August, 1868.

With his accession Peru entered definitely upon
a new era. The race for fortune absorbed the ener-
gies of the ruling class; cane and cotton planting,
nitrate mining, railroad building under foreign direc-
tion, opened up vistas of profit without labour;
social and civil intrigue replaced fighting and pro-
nunciamentos. Castilla’s liberal refunding of the
old debt, the scrupulous regularity with which in-
ternational obligations had been met, and the im-
mense and increasing revenue from nitrate and
guano, gave Peru credit in the money markets of
Europe. Balta and his advisers were full of schemes
for the material progress of the country and their
own enrichment. A great railway system was
projected and more than two thousand miles con-

structed at a cost of mear forty million pounds.
vaL. o.—8§
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Enormous sums were spent on port works; expen-
sive moles and piers built in the wave-lashed road-
steads which are Peru’s only harbours; for the first
time serious efforts were made to explore and de-
velop the forested plain east of the Andes; the city
of Iquitos was built at the! head of deep-water
navigation on the Amazon; tofﬁce-holders multi.
plied; and new parks and puPlic buildings embel-
lished the cities. English capitalists eagerly took
the bonds which the Peruvian government recklessly
issued, and the foreign debt!increased from five
millions sterling to forty-nine millions before the end
of Balta's term—a sum upon|which two-thirds of
the gross revenue would hardly suffice to pay inter-
est. Such a debt was truly stupendous for a country
most of whose population of scant two millions and
a half was poor, non-commercial, non-industrial, and
without other resources thana rude agriculture,
Leaving out the proceeds of the guano monopoly
and the nitrate royalties, the total revenues could
not pay the interest,

Don Manuel Pardo, Peru’s first civilian president,
had already been constitutionalli* selected as Balta's
successor, and the latter was within a few days of

the end of his term, when a terrible catastrophe-

happened. Among the poor telations whom the
luckless president had preferred|to positions in the
army were four brothers named Gutierrez —the sons
of a muleteer near Arequipa, Sufddenly one brother
appeared at the head of his battalion and took pos-
session of the great square in thelcentre of the capi-
tal, while another forced his way iinto the president’s
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study, revolver in hand, arrested the chief of state,
and locked him up. Warned in time the president-
elect escaped on board a maniof.war, and the eldest
Gutierrez was proclaimed sup}:eme chief. The peo-
ple of Lima soon recovered from their stupefaction
and a scene of terrific street-fighting followed. One
of the conspirators was shot by the mob as he went
to the railway station on hislway to Callao. His
brothers retaliated by murdering the captive presi.
dent, but they soon fell before the rifles of the
populace. Their bodies were hung up in the cathe-
dral by the infuriated people,|while the president-
elect returned and assumed his functions.

Pardo’s four years were one continual struggle
against impending bankruptcy. 1 Though he brought
some order into public accounts, it was only by all
sorts of expedients that he mahaged to keep up in.
terest payments. He easily suppressed an insurrec-
tion led by Pierola in 1874; his intellectual and
moral force united about him the educated and
property-holding classes in 2 party which survives
to this day; and he left the reputation of having
been the best president who eve'{ ruled Peru. How-
ever, no efforts could avail more than merely to put
off the evil day of reckoning. The rapid exhaustion
of the guano deposits precipitated the disaster.
Payment of interest was suspended in 1876 and the
same year Pardo turned over the government to
General Prado with the currency at fifty-per-cent,
discount and Peryvian bonds selling in Londan at
twelve,




CHAPTER VII
THE CHILEAN WAR AND LATTER-DAY PERU

HE nitrate region extends along the narrow
desert coast of the Pacific for three hundred

and fifty miles. Peru owned the northern one hund-
red and fifty, and prior to 1866 Bolivia claimed the
remainder. After the discovery of the precious
mineral the industrious and energetic Chileans
crowded up the coast, while the Bolivians were shut
in behind their high Andes. Chile insisted that her
true boundary lay as far north as the 23d degree,
and took vigarous measures to safeguard the inter-
ests of the Chilean nitrate companies. In 1866
Bolivia reluctantly made a treaty by which the
24th degree was agreed upon as the formal bound-
ary, although the Chilean miners were allowed to
continue their operations in the productive regions
north of that line and their taxes were not to be in-
creased without their government's consent. This
treaty gave rise to constant disputes, and as the
nitrate, silver, and copper business of the neutral
zone became more profitable, the Bolivian govern-
ment pressed harder for a larger revenue. The
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Peruvian government had pla{nned to secure a con.
trol of the output by the stafle purchase and opera-
tion of nitrate properties, and such a trust would
prove ineffective unless the Bolivian government had
a free hand with the Chilean] companies. In 1872
Peru and Bolivia made a secret treaty of alliance.
Its provisions scon became public, and Chile not
unreasonably believed it to be aimed especially
at her miners’ operating on | Bolivian soil. She
promptly began purchasing iron-clads. It was a
favourite saying of old Marsh\_al Castilla that when
Chile bought a battle-ship Peru should buy two, but
the Lima government was tos poor to follow the
good advice, and the fatal year of 1879 found her
naval force inferior to that of her rival. :

At this juncture the Bolivian congress voted not
to ratify a treaty negotiated with Chile four years
before, and passed a law imposing heavy taxes on
the nitrate business. The Chilean companies pro-
tested and resisted; their government backed them
up, and sent a flect to protect their interests. En-
raged at the seizure of her port'ts, Bolivia declared
war in March, 1879, Peru could not be expected
to remain quiet. Not only was she bound by the
solemn agreement of the treaty |of alliance, but she
had an imperative selfish interest in preventing the
disputed nitrate territory from falling into Chile’s
hands. She began to gather an irmy on the south-
ern frontier, but she was illy prélpared for war and
Chile knew it. Her offers of arbitration were
promptly rejected; the Chilean government had
determined to strike both allies Lt the same time,
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and presented an ultimatum, demanding that Peru
abrogate the secret treaty, cease warlike prepara-
tions, and remain neutral in the war with Bolivia.
Failing immediate and categorical compliance war
was declared in April.

What had proven true in the time of Pizarro, San
Martin, and Santa Cruz, was still true—the success-
ful invasion or defence of Peru depended on the
control of the Pacific. Whichever power should
obtain a naval preponderance would surely get the
nitrate territory—a rainless, cropless region where
an army must be sustained by supplies brought by
sea—and then could attack the other at its capital.
Chile had two new iron-clads, the Cockrane and the
Blanco, besides two good cruisers and several gun-
boats. The two Peruvian iron-clads, the Huascar
and the [ndependencia, were older, though their
speed was superior. The Chileans opened the war
on the ocean by blockading the Peruvian ports in
the extreme south, but Miguel Grau, the able sea-
man and intrepid fighter who commanded the Peru-
vian fleet, at once attacked the Chilean cruisers
which were lying off Iquique. The Huascar rammed
and sank the Eswteralda, but while his other iron.
clad was pursuing the Covadonga, she ran upon the
rocks and was lost. This was in reality a deathblow
to Peru, but the gallant Grau devotedly determined
to see what his single ship, rapidly manceuvred,
could do to make unsafe the embarkation of a Chil-
ean army. For four months he terrorised the coast
from Antofagasta to Valparaiso. Chile could not
take a step until she had disposed of Grau and his
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dreaded Huascar. The blockade of Iquique was
abandoned as useless; the iron-clads ordered back
to Valparaiso to be cleaned|and repaired so that
they might match the Huascar in speed; new officers
were put in command; and oh Qctober the first the
Chilean fleetset sail from Valparaiso on a systematic
chase for the Peruvian iron-clad. On reaching An-
tofagasta it was divided into two squadrons, the
Cochrane leading one and the ‘lBlmzca the other, and
they immediately began patrolling the coast,

The Huascar, accompanied by a consort, the
Union, was cruising in the neighbourhood, and at
daylight on the 8th of Octot]fer the first Chilean
division sighted her. Grau fled, and was gradually
drawing away from his pursueré when, to his horror,
three columns of smoke appelared on the horizon
directly forward, He was muéht between the two
Chilean squadrons. The Union had speed enough
to slip by the enemy, but the Huascar was too slow.
Grau’s only chance was to close with the Cochrane
before the Blanco could come| up astern, and he
went straight for the former. At half past nine the
Huascar fired the first shot, the distance being about
three thousand yards. It fell short and only the
fourth shot took effect. The CJ;kram then replied,
and though the practice on bothlsides was wild, the
two ships soon came so close that the machine guns
were brought into effective play. A shot disabled
the Huascar's turret, and in desperation Grau tried
repeatedly to ram, but was foiled by the quick turns
which the Cockrane’s twin screws enabled her to
make. Just half an hour after the action began a
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shell struck his conning-tower, blowing the heroic
Peruvian into atoms. A few minutes later the
Blance came up and added her missiles to the storm
of shots which the Coc/irane and the smaller consorts
were pouring upon the doomed Huascar. Never-
theless no one thought of striking. Hardly had
Grau been blown to pieces than the executive officer

‘had his head taken clean off by a shell from the

Blance, and the officer next in seniority was severely
wounded. A few moments later the lieutenant who
succeeded to the command was killed, and his suc-
cessor, in turn, was wounded before the end of the
action. When the ship finally struck, an hour and
a half after the first shot was fired, one of the juniors
was in command, and sixty-four of the complement
of one hundred and ninety-three officers and men
lay killed or wounded on the deck.

The Chileans were now in absolute control of the
sea, and could land an army when and where they
pleased. The Bolivian sea.coast, inhabited almost
exclusively by Chilean miners, and inaccessible over-
land from Bolivia proper, had fallen into Chile’s
hands at the opening of the war, but Grau’s success
in immobilising the Chilean navy had been taken
advantage of by the Peruvians to ship nine thousand
troops to their own nitrate province, where they
could conveniently attack the Chileans who occu-
pied the Bolivian territory to their south, or defend
their own most valuable piece of property. But
although this army was in Peruvian territory the
naval victory of the Chileans isolated it almost com-
pletely. A hundred miles of rough, rainless desert,
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intercepted by deep ravines transverse to the coast,
separated it from Tacna, where fertile valleys begin
and communication with the|rest of Peru becomes
possible,

By the end of October the Chilean army embarked
at Antofagasta ten thousand\strong and well pro.
vided with cavalry and the most modern artillery.
Of Iquique and Pisagua, the {wo principal ports of
the Peruvian nitrate country, the latter, which lies
forty miles north of the former, was chosen as the
less likely to be defended in force. Only a thou.
sand men were found, who, in spite of a gallant re-
sistance from their two small batterics and their rifle
pits, were unable to prevent ithe landing of the
Chileans protected by a tremendous fire from the
fieet. Driven from the town ithe Peruvians could
not even hold the top of the precipitous bluff until
the arrival of reinforcements from Iquique. The
Chileans relentlessly pushed their advantage and
soon were in possession of the r%ilroad for fifty miles
into the interior and had six |thousand men en-
trenched on a hill called San! Francisco. Abun-
dantly supplied with provisioxlls and water they
could afford to wait, while the 'allies, cut off from
communications, must cither attack at once or
abandon the province. The Peruvian gencral chose
the former alternative, but his' troops arrived in
front of San Francisco exhausted and thirsty after
a twenty-miles’ march across the dry desert. Only
a small part of the army took ;>2art in the assault,
and it was easily repulsed. Disheartened the allies
fell back to the foot of the giant range which in-
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exorably barred their way to the east, and after a
few days of suffering from hunger and thirst, took
their way north among the barren foothills. The
enemy sent a detachment to harass their march, but
they turned on their pursuers and defeated them,
and reached Tacna province hungry, ragged, half-
armed, and generally demoralised.

Not only was the great nitrate province, the treas-
ury of Peru, irretrievably lost, but every point on
the coast, including Lima itself, laid open to attack.
President Prado left the army at Tacna, went to
Lima, and thence sailed for Europe, announcing
that he was going to buy iron-clads. Hardly was
he on board ship when a revolution broke out in the
capital, and the restless Pierola, who had headed
the latest attempts at insurrection, declared himself
supreme chief. The Bolivians also deposed their
unsuccessful president. Peru’s revolutionary gov-
ernment, rushed into power on a wave of wounded
national pride, embodied the more than Spanish
haughtiness of the Creole aristocracy, and refused
all concessions. The allies still had a large army at
Tacna, not too demoralised to make a creditable
resistance, although it ‘was cut off from easy com-
munication with the rest of Peru and Bolivia, and
stood badly in need of arms, clothing, and ammuni-
tion. The Chilean ships blockaded Arica, the
Tacna port, but the fast Undor again showed her
heels to the enemy’s whole fleet, ran the blockade,
and landed stores which put the allied army on a
fighting footing.

Late in February, 1880, the Chileans disembarked
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a fine army of fourteen thousand men at 2 seaport
sixty miles north of the alli’?s' main position, and
lost no time in occupying the interior as far as Mo.
quegua at the foot of the Andes. Their first object
was to cut the allied armies off from any communi-
cation with their respective\ countries. A small
Peruvian force made an attempt to hold Torata, a
point strategically important because it commanded
the entrance into the Andes from Bolivia and Peru,
but was unsuccessful. The allied armies were now
bottled up in a little valley wh'lere provisions would
surely shortly fail. The Chileans advanced south
across the desert upon Tacna, and the allies took a
strong defensive position on (a ridge, flanked by
steep ravines, with a sloping glacis in front. Vastly
superior in artillery, though only slightly outnum.
bering the allies, the Chileans:thought themselves
Justified in assaulting the position. They opened
the battle by a cannonade in which their magnificent
Krupp guns did terrific execution, and under cover
of the fire the infantry advanced in four columns of
twenty-four hundred men each! Approaching the
trenches they were met by a storm of rifie bullets
through which they charged bayonet in hand.
Meanwhile the allies on the crest of the sand-hills
suffered terribly from the pluhging artillery fire.
The Bolivians, holding the weakest part of the line,
bore the brunt of the attack. (Once the Chileans
wavered, but a supporting cavalry charge quickly
drove back the advancing enemy, and after two
hours of desperate fighting the sturdy Bolivian In-
dians gave way, their position was carried, and the
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allied army fled all along the line. Though the
Chileans had lost over two thousand, the losses of
the allies were greater. No way of retreat lay open;
they scattered in confusion; and their army virtu-
ally ceased to exist. A couple of thousand Peru-
vians held out in Arica for a month, deliberately
devoting themselves to certain death, but the place
was carried by an assault in which quarter was
neither given nor asked.

Peru now lay helpless at the mercy of the Chilean
armies and fleet. The ports were blockaded and
bombarded, while expeditions ravaged the fertile
coast valleys. Nevertheless the Peruvians would
not yield. The United States offered her mediation,
and plenipotentiaries met to see if terms of peace
could be arranged. Chile demanded the formal
cession of the nitrate territory and an indemnity.
The Peruvians refused such hard terms, hoping
against hope for foreign intervention. This passive
obstinacy enraged the Chilean government, and
after a delay of several months it was determined to
capture the capital and dictate terms at Lima. Late
in December, 1880, a splendidly equipped army of
twenty-six thousand men landed a short distance
south of Lima and marched on the city. Onlya
few fragments of the Peruvian regular army had
survived the defeats in the south, but the popula-
tion rallied en masse to resist the invaders. At
Chorrillos, a few miles south of Lima, the militia
wgited behind a hastily constructed line of defence.
The assault of the Chilean regulars was irresistible;
four thousand Peruvians perished, and as many
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more were taken prisoners. 1The survivors fell back
on a second line of defence, only six miles from
Lima, and were there defeatéd in a second battle in
which two thousand were killtL:d and wounded. The
Chilean losses in the two fights reached five thou-
sand. On the following day the mayor of Lima
formally surrendered the city, and on the 17th of
January the Chilean army t:ook possession. The
helpless citizens were required to make up a contri.
bution of 2 million dollars 2 month; the customs
duties were confiscated, and the Chileans violated
all the rules of civilised warﬁare by wantonly de-
stroying the great and valuable public library—the
best in South America.

Pierola escaped to Guamanga, but suceeeded in
rallying no forces. He gave|it up and went to
Europe. It became necessary to organise a govern-
ment which could treat for peace. The citizens of
Lima, with the consent of ChilE, made Garcia Cald-
eron provisional president, but' when the discussion
of terms began the Chileans repeated their demand
for the unconditional cession of|the nitrate territory,
and Calderon did not dare asserit. The encmy sent
him prisoner to Santiago, while Iglesias in the
northern departments, Caceres in the centre, and
Carrillo in the south each kept'up an independent
resistance with a few militia, IThe Chileans made
no serious attempt to conquer t#xe interior, content-
ing themselves with pocketing the Peruvian customs
revenues. This situation lasted two years and a
half, until Iglesias came to the conclusion that peace
¢ould only be obtained by complete submission.
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Caceres was, however, resolved upon further resist-
ance and quarrelling with Iglesias, advanced into
the latter's territory. He was intercepted by a
Chilean expedition and his forces destroyed. This
left Iglesias a clear field; he declared himself presi-
dent and entered into negotiations with the Chil-
eans, arranging a treaty of peace which was signed
on the 20th of October, 1883. Five days later the
Peruvian flag was once more hoisted in the capital.
Sporadic risings against Iglesias were easily sup-
pressed by Chilean bayonets; four thousand men
renained to see that the treaty was ratified, and a
convention finally ratified it in March. Its pro-
visions differed little from the demands made by
Chile three years before. The money indemnity
was waived and half the guano proceeds were left to
Peru's creditors. On the other hand, the provinces
of Tacna and Arica were to be held by Chile for ten
years, and at the end of that time a popular vote
would decide who should retain them, the losing
country receiving ten million dollars from the other.
Better far for the interests of permanent peace had
the fate of the provinces been definitely determined.
Chile and Peru have never been able to agree upon
the terms under which the plebiscite should be con-
ducted ; the former still retains the provinces and the
latter still agitates for their recovery.

No sooner had the Chilean army left than Caceres
began 2 civil war to oust Iglesias. For eighteen
months the fighting continued with varying fortunes,
but in December, 1885, Caceres surprised Lima
when undefended; Iglesias resigned; a- general
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amnesty was proclaimed, ané} peace was restored to
the distracted country. A junta assumed power and
in the election which followed Caceres was chosen
president, and in the middl“le of 1886 he entered
upon the dreary task of re-organising Peru. The
treasury was empty, the po1pulation had been de-
cimated by a horribly destructive war during four
years, the flourishing coast valleys with their cotton
and sugar plantations had been laid under contribu-
tion, the mines had ceased to|be wotked, the guano
and, nitrate revenue was gone, the country was
weighed down with a debt v':vhich could never be
paid, and foreign creditors pressed for a settlement
utterly beyond the abilities lof the impoverished
country, Rigid economies were enforced in all de-
partments of the administration, but the most that
could be hoped was to meet ordinary expenditure,
Peru had nothing to offer towards the immense
foreign debt except her railways, and the British
creditors finally agreed to thez Grace contract, by
which she was released from all responsibility for a
sum amounting to over fifty millions sterling, in
return for the cession of the statte railways, the pay-
ment of eighty thousand pounds annually, and cer-
tain rights to the guano deposits, mines, and public
lands. British pressure induced Chile to give up a
large proportion of the guano pf;occeds, and in 1890
the contract was ratified and the ‘‘Peruvian Cor-
poration” took over the vast pf-operties conceded,
Though disputes have arisen from time to time, the
Corporation has made some progress in extending
'lines to open up the mineral wealth on the plateau,
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and a successful beginning has been made toward
the exploitation of the rubber forests of the Amazon
plain. It cannot be doubted that the industrial de-
velopment of Peru must be greatly aided by the

GEMNERAL DON ANDRES A. CACERES

existence of this gigantic private enterprise which
will apply the energy and economy characteristic of
individual enterprise to undertakings governmental
in magnitude.

Caceres made no change in the centralised sys-
tem of government by prefects,—and the adminis-
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trative fabric survived, substantiaily untouched, the
horrors of the Chilean war and the fighting between
rival chiefs. Liberal tenden‘gies were shown in ef-
forts to place the Indians on an equal political
footing with the Peruvians of Spanish descent,
although naturally the Creole aristocracy still dom.-
inates by reason of its intelligence. Considerable
dissatisfaction was felt with Cacercs’ management
of finances, but in 1800 h(e was succeeded by
his friend, Colonel Bermudei{, who continued his
policy. Unfortunately for the peace of the coup-
try the latter died in 1893. | His legal successor
was Solar, first vice-president, but an intrigue
in the cabinet prevented the latter's peaceable
recognition. Caceres’ inﬂuen%:e was dominant in
the administration, and a semblance of an election
recalled him to power. Genetal Pierola, who had
led two unsuccessful insurrections—those of 1874
and 1878-—-and who had got p&wer in 1880, only to
lose it after the fall of Lima, saw his opportunity.
Solar joined forces with him and revolt broke out
against Caceres. The latter Had completely lost
the popularity won as the most|determined champ-
ion of the national rights against|Chilean aggression ;
his administration was bad; thé public employees
were unpaid; the meagre resources of the country
were wasted on his favourites. Though his troops
were at first successful against Pierola’s and Solar's
hasty levies, the revolution recovered from cach de-
feat until finally the insurrectionists entered lima
itself. The enemies of Caceres within the town
arose and for two days its strects were the scene of
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bloody barricade fighting. Rarely does a civilised
city pass through such a frightful experience as
Lima on the 18th of July, 18¢5. There had been
no time to extinguish the street lamps, and all night
long the bands of revolutionists advanced, fighting
by the lights which brightly illumined the carnage
except where extinguished by rifle balls. Though
his forces were gradually driven back, Caceres stub-
bornly refused to resign, and at last only yielded to
the urgent representations of the foreign ministers,
leaving power in the hands of a junta.

With his withdrawal peace was restored, except
for the resistance which his partisans kept up for a
"short time in Arequips, and this peace has never
since been disturbed. The junta served until an
election could be held, in which Pierola was chosen
president by an overwhelming and really popular
majority. In 1899 he was succeeded by Romana,
an engineer who had been a member of the outgoing
ministry, and he, in his tum, had as successor,
Sefior Candamo, who took his seat in 1903. His-
torically the new president represents the old aris-
tocratic party founded by Pardo—a party which had
been pushed to one side in the financial confusion
which preceded and the civil disorders which suc-
ceeded the terrible Chilean war by the more radical
and democratic elements known as Pierolistas and
constitutionalists. The return to a participation in
affairs of elements which include so large a propor-
tion of the intelligence, self-respect, and wealth of
the nation is one of the most hopeful signs of the
times. The Peruvian aristocracy has learned its
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lesson in the hatd school of adversity, and vies with
the commercial classes in sober,r serious attention to
industrial and governmental matters, Each division
of the people seems to wish to 'bear its shaie in the
financial, political, and moral %egeneration of their
country, |

Peruvian politics are conducted ez famille. Eco.
nomic and social questions are discussed and settled
amicably among the ruling coterics and do not as in
Europe and North America form the basis for the
organisation of political parties, Though the coun-
try is steadfastly Catholic, cleticalism is not, as in
Ecuador, Colombia, and Bolivia, regarded as a men-
ace by those who hold Iiberal_[views, and the pro-
vinces have never made any insistent demand for
a larger share of autonomy, as in Argentina and
Colombia. As a rule the elections are free and
translate the popular will. Peru has long since
passed the stage of pronunciamentos and military
government; since Castilla’s |time the successful
revolutions have been few, and have always been
undertaken for the maintenance of the regular con-
stitutional order—not its overthrow—or have been
inspired by national feeling whilcn the fatherland was
in danger.










