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CARTAGO. Population, 7000. Altitude, 5000 feet. On the

slope of Mount Irasu, a favorite resort for peo-
ple of the capital. It has electric lights, telephones, etc., and
will sometime have trolley connection with San José. Here
the foundations were laid for the palace of the Central Ameri-
can Court of Justice, Peace Palace, presented by Andrew Car-
negqie (destroyed by the earthquake 1n 1910, then removed
to San José) There are mineral springs and a sanitarium in
the neighborhood.

LIMON. Population, 5000. 1287 miles from New Orleans.

2017 miles from New York. A thriving port on the
Caribbean Sea, with seven steamship companies, two large
wharves, (30 feet) terminus of the Costa Rica Railway, and
branches, wireless telegraph, and other electrical improvements.

PUNTARENAS. Population, 5000 2916 miles from San

Francisco (spelled as one word to distin-

it from the Chiean Punta Arenas on the Straits of

Magellan). Pacific terminus of the recently completed railway
west from San José. Passengers landed in lighters.

PANAMA

Area, 83,800 square miles. Size of State of Maine. Popu-
lation, 360,000; 11 per square mile. Railway mileage, 50.

The northern coast of this country was
viewed in its whole length by Columbus in
1502, while seeking in vain for the strait which
he conjectured should somewhere connect the
northern and southern or eastern and western
oceans. At that point on the coast where the
little river Belen enters into the sea, the natives
gave him some bits of gold secured from the
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mountains which they called Veraguas. This
name was embodied in the title given to his
grandson by the Spanish crown. At the mouth
of the River Atrato, now in Colombia, Balboa,
after establishing the town of Santa Maria de
la Antigua (named for a much venerated image
in Seville), set out on the first of September,
1513, to cross the mountains, assured by the
Indians that the sea was on the other side. He
reached the summit of Pirré, after many hard-
ships, on the 26th of September, 1513, and, at
about ten in the morning, standing * silent upon
a peak in Darien,” beheld the waters of the
Pacific. There he raised a cross made of the
trunks of trees surrounded with stones, and
carved the names of his sovereigns upon the
trees about it. May the Republic some day
commemorate the spot by a suitable monument.
The waters were really the Gulf of San Miguel,
sometimes called Darien of the South, to dis-
tinguish it from the Gulf of Darien on the
Atlantic side, which indents also the coast of
Colombia.

The mountains of the Isthmus are a part of
the vertebral range connecting the Andes with
the mountains of Costa Rica. The highest is
Picacho, 1054 feet, in the district of Chirigui.
The isthmus is about 480 miles long from east
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to west, and between 87 and 110 miles wide
from north to south. It formed part of the
federation of Colombia at the time of the revolt
against Spain in 1821, and finally asserted the
independence of the state in 1903, when it ceded
to the United States the facilities for the con-
struction and maintenance of the Panama Canal.
There are only two seasons, the rainy and dry.
On the Pacific side the dry months are January,
February, and March. On the Atlantic side
the so-called dry months are February, March,
and April; the hottest months are August,
September, October. The Republic of Panama
is divided into seven provinces: Bocas del Toro,
Chiriqui, Veraguas, Santos, Cocle, Colon, and
Panama. The Canal traverses the last two. In
the eastern part of Panama, formerly called
Darien, amid the mountains of Pirré, are the
ancient gold mines of Cana. The only railroad
on the Isthmus is the Panama, 47 miles from
coast to coast, completed in 1855. The soil is
of ‘great fertility. Bananas are the most im-
portant crop, coffee next, and there is a good
trade in hides.

It is interesting to note that the first Pan-
American Congress was called to meet at Pan-
ama in 1826 by Gencral Simon Bolivar.
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PANAMA, capital. Population, 36,000. 3277 miles from
San Francisco; 47 miles from Colon. The seat

of ent for the Isthmus was removed from Santa Maria
de E Antigua in 1521, but nothing marks the site of its first
Jocation on the Pacific exce ban old tower, the rum(s C(;f tll:

iginal town being cov y tropic vegetation. n
reached by boat along the shore or gn horseback, five miles.)
The present city was founded and fortified in 1674. Its
most noteworthy sights are the cathedral, the bishom
and a few famous ruins. It has hospitals, schools, a
botels of modm])e Trolley, electric lights, good water, etc.
Besides some industries, a central school for the manufac-
tureofpanmahabhubeeneahblishedintbevicinizg.
(Panama hats are chiefly made in Ecuador.) It is the Paci
terminus of the Panama Railroad, and has cable communica-
tion with the west coast of both North and South America.
A new harbor is being built, called Puerto Ancon, within which
is La Boca (The Mouth) and Balboa, the Pacific terminus of
the Canal. Steamers from here direct to San Francisco, stop-
gin,g at intermediate ports in Central America and Mexico.

teamers also to all Pacific ports of South America. An ex-
cursion may be made to the island of T'aboga, 124 miles south,
on which Pizarro organized his famous expedition to Peru.
The island is rocky but has fertile spots which produce pine-
:ﬁgllss.saidtobethebeatin the world. Ithuadel:f' tful

imate and good water and is a resort for the people of Pan-
ama. It is the birthplace of the Rose of Lima, the only Ameri-
can saint in the Roman calendar.

DAVID. Population, l().('JO(lt.-ll Alpt;l;!ade. ‘}3'0 feet.PAn at-
tractive town, on the ific side, port, Pedregal,
320 miles by sea from the capital, celebrated for its
climate. A proposed railway of 280 miles will connect it wi
Panama, Highway to Bocas del Toro, Atlantic port.

EL REAL DE SANTA MARIA. Population, 1500. 100
miles east of Panama

on the Pacific side. Port on the Gulf of San Miguel for the gold

mines of Cana, now worked by French and English capital.
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COLON. Population, 15,000. 1981 miles from New York;

1380 miles from New Orleans. 140 miles to Bocas
del Toro. 190 miles to Limon. Atlantic port once called As-
pinwall in honor of one of the founders of the Panama Rail-
road, which has here its northern terminus. The name of As-
pinwall was officially discarded, however, in 1880, in favor of
Colon. There is a statue of Aspinwall and a Protestant church,
the finest edifice in the town. On a point of land made by the
French is Cristobal (population, 4500), marking the entrance
to the Panama Canal and the residence of the employees.
Here are also the dz Lesseps bouses and the statue of Colum-
bus presented by the Empress Eugenie in 1868. Steamers to
the principal ports, direct, of the United States and Europe.
C&bn. telegraph, wireless, etc.

Climate and bumid with much greater rainfall in the
first quarter of the year than at Panams, although s steady
breeze from the Caribbean makes life tolerable. Excursions
may be made to:

(1) Monkey Hill (Mt. Hope), the old foreign burying
ground. (Carriages.)

(2) San Lorenso, fort at the mouth of the Chagres River
(reached also by boat from Gatun).

(8) Portobelo, 25 miles east of Colon, with , Datural
barbor, guarded by two castles at the mouth and two more at
the back, built in the time of Philip 11. The government has
made provision for the ation of these historic ruins and
that at C. as well.

BOCAS DEL TORO. Population, 10,000. 1450 miles from
New Orleans. A modern town,

center of an enormous banana industry, 140 miles west of
Colon. Lighters.

PANAMA CANAL ZONE

Population, 50,000. A strip of territory 10
miles wide, extending 5 miles on each side of the
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center line of the Canal, and about 45 miles
long, ceded to the United States in 1903 by the
Republic of Panama, and governed by the Presi-
dent of the United States, directly or through
persons appointed by him. The Isthmian Canal
Commission consists of seven members with
headquarters on the Isthmus and an office in
Washington. (The Panama Railroad Company
is not a part of the organization of the Isth-
mian Canal Commission.) There is a civil
government with courts, police, and schools,
and there are hotels, clubs for men and women,
churches, recreation halls, etc. The cities of
Colon and Panama belong to the republic,
but in matters of sanitation are subject to the
jurisdiction of the United States. The health
conditions of the Zone are excellent; there has
been no case of yellow fever or plague since
1906.

The Atlantic side of the Isthmus is low; the
interior presents great irregularity, narrow val-
leys, and steep hills, one near Culebra having
a height of 660 feet, and all covered with trop-
ical jungle; the Pacific side is more broken
along the shore. Five miles from Colon is
Gatun, site of the famous dam. Ten miles from
Panama is Culebra, where the great cut through
the hill is made, and the seat of the Department
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of Construction and Engineering. Other towns
are Empire and Gorgona. The Canal is to be
about 50 miles in length, with a summit eleva-
tion of 85 feet, containing 6 double locks, and
a minimum depth of 41 feet.
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