
Ci-LAPTER XVI

\Vvrii ¡lic accession of GatiPio ¿md his fain Uy
¿md \/alicnte and bis men, our n umbers liad
gradually increased, anci the camp at night liad
quite a lively, aspcct. The men would te!l their
adventures, aud con versation frequently turneci
on local topics. \\'e had grndua]Iy drified lino
Practical indifíerence concerning the doings of
that disiani world to which we belonged, ami
towards wh ich ve were mov ing. Newspapers,
letiers, telegranis, the multifarious scraps of
gossip, the bursts of curiosiiy which fill so
great a pan in the lifc of moderu man, liad
totaily disappearcd as daily elements in our
OWU. To teli the truth, 1 did iiot miss
them grcatly. 1 have always thought that ihe
claily newspapers are thieves of time, ami can-
not but approve thc system of a certairi friend
of mine, an Englishman, who, residing in New
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York, had no ather saurce of information for
the world's news than the weeldy edition of
the Times. Nc vas dependent oil it even for
tite news of American iife and politics.

¡-le argued that the ups and downs of a given
event s'ere of little interest to blm.

'Al]that one need know,' he said, ' is thc
upshot, the crystalhized fact, without wasting
valuable time in tbe slow developments which,
at times, are pure inventions of the editor-
14 padding," as it is called. 1 am a little behind-
hand at times,' he remarked, 'but at tite end of
thc ycar 1 make it up, balance the account, and
start afresh.'

Certainly if all thc attention given to local
news of no importance, orto descriptions of fi res,
crimes, and sundry topics which never change
in essence arid vary solely as regards names
and secondary details, were devotcd to studying
something useful, the average mmd of the great
newspaper-reading nations would not have been
degraded to the depths revealed by a glance at a
collection of tite newspapers and reading rnatter
oil thie bookstalls of any railway-station in
France, England, or the United States, where
tite ílood of trash and scnsationalisnl swanips
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and carris away witl'r it public intelligence, or
what stands For it.

Gautier useci to coinplain of thc curse of the
daily press

Formerly,' he said, ' every human being
brayed in his OWn origina] asinine way. Now
WC only get variations on dic leaders in their
respective newspapers !'

Thc great Frcnch writer cxpressecl dic simple
truth ji) fl poiI)tcd \'ay. Thc chcap press, like
cheap liquor, is a public calamLty.

Our rncn poiired forch personal impressions of
Nature. The world vanes iii size and in beauty
¡1) proportion to dic eye and thc mmd that con-
iemplate it. In Leal's and \Taliente's conversa-
don especially there vas sornething like the
voice of the forest and dic murmuring waters.
'1'hey haci ]ivccl to soiie purpose in those
deserts, aud to them cides, railways, palaces,
sea-going ships, and alt the other methods of
moderu Iocomot ion —mate rjal civilization, in
fact—were as wondcrful as dic beauties and
splendours of Eastcrn tales are to us.

Talking about tigeus, Leal toid us that they
roamed all over thosc plains, cspecial!y on dic
banks of dic Meta aud tlie Orinoco, where dic
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forests intersect breecling aud grazing plains.
The cattle-ranchers must be ever on the watcb,

asid frorrt instinct anci experience the cattle
acquire a natural spirit of defence without which

the losses would be far hcavier than at prcsent.
Whenever the cattic scent the approach of

the tiger, they crowd together, the young calves
in thc centre, the COWS and young heifers cover-

ing them bebind their bodies, and the bulis
pacing around and outside thc group Tike
sentineis before a tent. 'l'here is no exaggcra-
tion in this tale. Leal assured us that he bad
himsclí seen these preparations on more than
orie occasion.

TI-te tiger, whose daring and ferocity are
multiplied tenfold by hunger, frequently attacks
the group: then ensites a life and death strugglc.
The tiger tries to juinp upon thc buli sicicways
or from bebind, whilst the buli strives to face the

tiger constant]y. As the latter is far morc agile
asid can leap from a long clistance, he frequently
lands upon the buil, sornetimes breaking his
spine with the blow. If he misses, the bull
gores him. Occasionally both animals die, the
tiger in its death-struggle tearing the hull's
neck open with its claws.
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• More than once,' said Leal, 'have 1 found
the two enernies dead in a pool of bloocl side
by sicle.'

T be tigers also crouch in the bushes close to
dic dnnking-places, wid jurnp upon the animals
as they lower their hends ¡rito the water. They
rip Oj)Cfl dic necks of thcir victirns, drag thcin
¡rito dic jungle, and diere devour thern.

1 he huntcrs know that a sateci tiger is far
less daring than a hungry one, and tliey
írequent]y place a calí or sorne other easy prey
within bis reach. After his mea] he is hwited
down, but Leal added that this iS ¡lot consklered
fair play arnongst thoroughbred I/aizeros; it is a
tricic unworthy of a real sportsrnan.

1 he tigers live exclusivcly upon other anirnals.
Thcy prefer cattle, ¡md have a special predi-
lee tion for donkeys and mules; tbey are
gourmets. The choicesi morsel to their taste
secms to be the fat neck of donkeys anci mules
thcy have, too, a pretty taste in turties. They
can crush dic back of the younger turtks ¡mt
yct fully developed. rrhese awkward arnphi-
bians rush, if their poiiderous movements can
be so described, into dic water for fear of the
tiger. Thcre he is powerless to harm thern.
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The alligator rivais the tiger in voracity and
flerceness. They are sworn enemies, and
attack each other whcnever they rneet. The
odds are on the tiger's side if ihe struggle be on
larid, and in favaur of the alligator if tbe [)2tir

meet ¡ti the water. rçhe tiger seeks to turn the
alligator over on bis back, or to get at the bocly
towards thc stomach, where the softer skin can
be penetrated by the tiger's claws, which
diseiribowel his enemy. The alligator defencis
hiinself by striking terrilic biows with bis tau,
and seeks to scrunch the tiger between bis
formidable jaws. Fights between tbern, Leal
said, are frequently seco on the beaches, and
are a íascinating though ghastly spectacle.

'Ube tigers frequently cross rivers infesteci
with aliligators, and display a rcally marveflous
cunning iii avoiding thcir enemy in bis own
elemeni. 'ile tiger viI1 stand on the beach at
a given point of the river, anci there roar with
all bis niight for an hour OF SO Oil cod.

The al]igators, ¡o ihe hope of gctting al Hm,
congregate in the water at that particular point.
\\T ben the members of the assembly thus
convened have, so far as che tiger can judge,
met at thc appointed place, he staris up-stream
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along thc bauks as rapidly as possíble, ami
crosses two or three miles higher up. There
are two details to be noted : flrst, the stratagem
by which the tiger misleads bis enemies; ami,
second, bis choice of a crossing-place, so that the
alligator would bave to SWirn against the current
to get al him.

Both Leal and Valiente Fiad the true cattle-
breeder's love (br cattle, which to thcm are
man's best friends,

'They give us rnilk ami meat and cheese,'
Leal would say; 'they heip us to cultivate the
ground, and their very presence drives away
fevers, mosquitoes, ami miasmas. Ve ami the
caitie are alijes against the boas, the tigers, the
snalces, and al] the beasts witliout which these
lands would be a real paradise.'

The tales of our friencis soundcd most
wonderful in Ferrnin's ears. 1-le vas a towns-
man, accustomed lo bricks anci mortar ; further-
more, he was naturaliy sceptical as lo all that
he heard, and feli rather small at seeing our
men's farniliarity with things and nianifesta-
tions of Nature which to him were so strange
and new.

Fermin carne froin the City of Medellin, where
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he bad spent most of bis ]¡fe. 1  is a typical
oid Spanish town of the central tropical beiL
Jt nesties amongst the bilis, roo miles írom
ihe left bank of thc Magdalena River, at a
height of about 4,500 feet. '1' he grouncl around
is rnountainous. T}ie va)lcy is small and
beautiful, with nurnberless streams cou rsing
down the bilis, and luxuriant vegetation ¡u
perpetual bloom.

Prior to this journey, Fermin's traveis had
never taken him heyond bis own province.
Like al! Colornbians, he had been a so]dier at
sorne period of bis life, a ' volunteer ' of the type
describeci in a telegram (very s'd1 known in
Colombia) which a candici or witty—the dis-
tinction is at times difficult—mayor sera to a
colleague ¡a a neighbouring town 	 Hercwith

1 send a hundred volunteers ; kinclly, returu the

ropes Having joined the army jo this wise,
ut is am sirange that Fermio left it as soon as
he coulcl. His military atraer svas no longer
and no more glorious than Colericlge's.

Continental Luropeans are wont to grow
arnusing]y solemn and censorious whcn they
hear of tbc systein stiil obtaining in man>' 1 tris
of Spanish Anierica for the formation of armies
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which are chieíly cngagcd in the civil wars that
devastate those countr ies from time to time
tbk system is nothing more flor Iess than the
prcss-gang method j)ractised al! over Europe
not so long ago. l3iit betwccn this press-gang,
vli ¡ch suddcnly compeis a man to joi u dic rau ks

destined to fight, and the conscription, vhich
forces blm hito Wc army whether he likes it or
not, 1 can only see a difference oí detail, but
flOflC in CSSCnCC. Individual hbcrty is as inuch
violated in Wc one case as in Wc other. ¡ n
both cases thc weak, the helplcss, and dic
poor are the prey oí Wc more cunning and more
powerful, and as for Wc causes at stake, vhat-
ever tbe ¡mmc or pretext ma)' be, if dic whole
qucstion is siftcd, greeci and ambition mas-
querading under SOIIIC conventional high-
sounding ¡mine vil¡ be found to be the real anci
essential motors. Militarism is a forni oí
cx pl oi tation oí man lc i ii d v1i ¡ch adds bu man
blood to Wc ¡ngredients productive oí go]d and
power Lo others ; it is nothing but an cngine oí
plunder anci oí pride, Wc more disgusting on
;tccount oí its s!eek hypocrisy. \Tour money-
lencler frankly telLs you that he ivill chargc you
tllree, four, or five per cern. IX!r inonth, anci
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clespuil you of house aud borne lí you caunol
pay ; this, though cruel, is frank and open aud
above-board. But your advocatc of militarism
vi1l clespoil you like the cosrnopolite Jew,
tcllirig you that giory shall be yours, that

patriotisrn and Wc boly traditions of religion,
Wc dynasty, thc empire, or ihe nation, as the
case rnay be, are at stake, and ibat it is necessary
for you to risk your skin iii consequence. With
such baubles and clownish maunderings men
have been lec] on, aixd are still being lcd on, 10

ciit cadi other's throais for tic personal hcriefit
aud satisfaction of tbeir leaders, who give thern
a bit of ribbon or stamped metal if they survive
and have luck. Meanwhilc tic exploiters 5k

safe on their office cbairs, pocket tic shekels,
and chuck-le at Wc j ack of fools, tic srnug

rniddle-c]ass ilLlnkics, aral tic dirty, 1.)arnbO'.)Zled

ni]Iions, tic cannon focider, fiL only for bayonet
and shrapncl.

J\fier leaving Lic army, Fermin, who by,

trade vas a journeyrnan tailor, liad joined the
rcmnants of a wrccked ticatrical cornpany, a
gro(11) of sirolleus trave]ling through tic towns

and villages of his province, and giving per-
forrnanccs from tic modern ami tic ancient
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Spanisli rcpertory, to thc enjoymcnt anci thc
ediíicaiion of the natives.

1-le had been ¡u ¡ny service for over a year,
proving himsclí admirable as a valct, anci
certainly very p]astic, for during the journey he
bad been by turns muleteer, amateur paddler,
flshertnan, hunter anci cook.

The people of bis province, a hardy moun-
taineer mce, so proliíic thai population doubies
itself every twenty-eight years, are known aH

over Spanish America for their rcadiness at
repartee, the frequeni rnetaphors that brighten
tlieir daily spccch, and a knack of lutinorous
exaggeration.

Fermin, referring to one of Wc unen whose
icllcncss he criticised, said, That fcllow is so
lizy that he cannot everi carry a greciing !' and
taiking of thc wonderful climbing ability of
a certain mute, he said thai, ¡fit coud only hnd
the way, it would reach dic gates of heaven anci
bray ¡u ihe ears of St. Peicr

Que evening, during a luli in thc conversa-
don, Fermin, who liad quietly listeneci to tales
of herce tigcrs, chivalrous hulis, altigators, aud
many other natives of forest or stream, burst
forth, saying that he also knew of sorne wonderful
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beasts; but 1 prefer to quote bis words as nearly
as possíl)le.

'The truth is,' said he, 'that before starting
on this trip 1 knew nothing about tigers, alli-
gators, boas, aud so foriti, except from picture-
books. ¡ had even thought that people ucd a
great deal about those animais, but sight has
now convinced me of thcir existence. ¡ have
no doubt they are to be found somewhere in my
native province, but it is noL about them that
1 am going to talk. ¡ will teil you something
which will show that we, too, have wondcrful
anirnais in our part of the country.

'Sorne years ago 1 was the first lover in
a theatrical cornpany which, though rnodest in
its i)rcte1s1ons, scored great success wherever
it played. One night, in the mining region near
the Cauca River, we were forced to sleep in Wc
very shed wherc we haci performed the con'iic
opera entitied "The Children of Captain Grant,"
a rnost popular seafaring tale set to rnusic.

'Mosquitoes were as abunclant and aggressive
as anywhere in the world, but they seemed to
me Lo have far stronger Iungs than thosc of
these localities. Anyhow, there vas a specially
sustained high - sounding ring in thcir little
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trumpets, so that they formed a sort of orchestra
beneath the moan.

Que of the lady, artistes heid thc doctrine
that ]¡fe vas sacrecl ¡a aH its rnanifestations
that man has no right to 1<111 any,  animal, how-
ever srnall it may be, so she di(] not Icili thc
mosquitoes that swarnied arouncl her, but tried
to blow thczn away vith her fan. El owevcr,
as sorne of thern alighted on her forehead ¿mcl
on her hands, suc would taL-e them carcfully
bctween thurnb and forcíinger aud place them
on the side of a basin halí íilled with water,
moistenim their win ° s so thai thcv stuclç and
reiiiainccl harmlcss for Wc time beiug.

The smokcrs amongst us—all thc men, in
fact—after lighting tlieir cigars or cigareties,
threw their wooden matches luto the basin.
a necessary, precaution lesi dic thatch-roofcd
shed might catch tire.

1 u the carlier part of the night the mos-
quitoes rnade sleep alruost ¡mpossible, ancl there
we lay on thc ground or upon canvas stretchers
snoozing and tossing about, waiting for ihe moni-
¡ng. As night advanced, with dic arrival of a
wcicomc breeze, they seemeci to diminish in
numbers. 1 began to doze, but ivas awakened
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by,  orie of my companions who caUed my atten-
tion to ihe echo of distant rnusic, swect and
low, a harrnony of hites and soft recorders,
whosc sounds were wafted on the wings of
ihe night air. Wc went out of the shed, and
the sounds ceased. Qn rettirning to it ve
heard ihe melody again. rçhis was a mystery.
Nearly all our companions were asleep. Wc
were determined to ascertain whencc the music
carne, and, on investigation, found thai Wc
blessed mosquitoes, placed by the charitable
and humane artiste on the sides of thc basin,
haci contrived to build a raft with the fag-ends
of matches, on whjch, waiting for their wings
to dry completely, they were whihing thc night
away gaily, singing the mosi popular ditty in
our operetta, descriptive of the joys of life on
dic ocean wave

This svihl show you,' Fermin added, ' that,
though sve have neither tigers, nor boas, nor
turties, nor ñghting bulis, nor alligators, in our

our inosquitoes beat all yours ¡ ti taletit
and abilityL'
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