CENTRAL AMERICA

Area, 181,527 square miles. Not quite equal to size of France
or size of New Mexico and Arizona. Population, 4,655,000; 22
per square mile.

This portion of the northern continent com-
prises five republics: Guatemala, Salvador,
Honduras, Nicaragua, and Costa Rica, and
the Colony of British Honduras. The Carib-
bean coast was discovered by Columbus in 1502,
and the country was subjugated by Alvarado,
the envoy of Cortez, in 1523. The rule he
established was continued, with little interfer-
ence from Mexico, during the whole vice-regal
period, but upon the proclamation of Mexican
independence in 1821 the Province of Guate-
mala called a council of her neighbors and they
decided to form a federation of states and to
throw off the yoke of Spain. Dissensions, jeal-
ousies, and rivalries have been a frequent bar
to their progress, but the idea of federation,
dissolved in 1847, has never perished, and the
late agreement (December 20, 1907) to submit
their differences to arbitration, may lead to
a union of purpose which will profit by the
social, political, and industrial advantages of a
geographic situation “ where the crossways of
Occident and Orient, of Europe and Asia, are to
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meet and a city yet undreamt of is to arise
which shall be the Alexandria of the future,”
according to the prophecy of Ampere. The
climate of Central America has only two sea-
sons, —wet and dry. The rainy season is
from May to November, depending upon the
altitude and proximity to the eastern coast.
Travel is better, therefore, during the months
of dry season, from November to May.

GUATEMALA

W=t srfle pridie Mg el - s

This state declared its independence of
Spain in July, 1823, and withdrew from the
Central American Federation in 1847. Like
all the republics except Salvador it has ports
on two oceans. Its climate varies from that of
the tropics at sea level to that of the temper-
ate zone on the mountain slopes. It has a
rainy season from December to May on the
Caribbean side and from May to November on
the Pacific side. There are several active vol-
canoes: Fuego y Agua (Fire and Water), re-
spectively 12,197 and 18,487 feet, and Santa
Maria 10,585 feet, which in 1902 overwhelmed
the coffee plantations at its feet. In the same
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year there was also a terrible earthquake, but
the country has rapidly recovered from the
damage done. There are twenty-one admin-
istrative departments within which lie four
lakes having fish-culture stations established
by an American. Coffee growing is mostly in
the hands of Germans and the product is
shipped to Germany. Timber, rubber, hides,
fruits (especially bananas), and sugar are
also exported. Wheat flour, iron and steel
manufactures are imported from the United
States, and cotton goods chiefly from England
and Germany, this last country having made
noticeable gains over the others in commercial
relations with Guatemala. The Pan-American
Railroad enters Guatemala from Mexico on the
western slope of the mountains; only a few
miles are needed to give through connection to
Mexico City and thence to the United States.
A transcontinental line was opened in January,
1908, running from Puerto Barrios on the Car-
ibbean Sea to Guatemala City, connecting there
with the Central to San José on the Pacific.
A line runs to the northwest from here to Cham-
perico, also on the Pacific, and this line when
extended will become a division of the Pan-Ameri-
can Railroad. In Guatemala ask for Perrajes —
small crockery images made by native Indians.
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GUATEMALA, capital. Population, 100,000.  Altitude,

4878 feet. This city is rapidly being modern-
ized, and has street cars, telephones, electric lights, automo-
biles, good hospitals, fine parks, and ‘public buildings, including
a cathedral. It is a delightful ride of about twenty-seven mules
over a good road to the picturesque ruins of the ancient capital
called Anfigua, destroyed by an earthquake in 1778. Antigua
still has a population of 12,000, mndr‘of whom are engaged in
making carved cane heads, and dolls (perrajes) representing
very accurately national costumes and customs. ughout
the country is celebrated, especially in the capital, annually on
the last Sunday of October, the festival of Minerva, instituted
by President Cabrera and his wife in 1898, as an encourage-
ment and recognition of the value of education. He erected
also the classic Arch of Minerva, and imported several promi-
nent educators from the United States to carry on his scheme
of education.

PUERTO BARRIOS. Population, 2000. 950 miles from
Caribbean Sea s fast eclipaing the. okl ot ol Eiviagioe

is fast eclipsing the older ivingston.
The government in 1908 contracted mﬁ the Guatemala
Railroad Company for improvements in the harbor and sur-
roundings and for a supply of pure water. Steamers lie at
the dock. Direct connection by rail to Guatemala
City (192 miles). 18 feet at pier, land by lighter.

LIVINGSTON. Population, 8800. 937 miles from New

) Orleans. A port a few miles northwest of
Barrios. It lies at the mouth of the Dulce River leading into
Lake Iaabal on which navigation by steamers of light draught
has been maintained. The center of a growing fruit industry.
Through Lake Izabal formerly passed the commerce to and
from the interior city of Coban. Lighter.

COBAN. Population, 28,000. Altitude, 4000 feet. A pros--
. _perous, attractive, and characteristic town. BVest
of here is the department of Quiché, where native Indians of
that name still live.
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QUIRIGUA. Village near a station on the Northern Railway,
) near which are the famous ruins of the ancient
Quiché people, whose civilization rivaled that of the Artecs.

SAN JOSE. Population, 1000. 2399 miles from San Fran-

cisco. The largest business on the Pacific side
is done through this port. It has a long pier and other facili-
ties for navigation, and is the terminus of the Guatemala Cen-
tral Railroad running to the capital, thus forming part of the
transcontinental system. Connection is made here also with
the other Pacific ports of the republic. Lighter.

CHAMPERICO. Population, 1500. 2325 miles from San

Francisco. A port on the Pacific from
which 8 railway runs into the interior toward, but not yet
completed to Quezaltenango. Lighter.

QUEZALTENANGO. Population, 25,000. Altitude, 7605

feet. One of the most attractive
cities and the second largest in the republic. The center of a
rich and productive region. From here a line will soon be
built to San Felipe, there to conuect with the Pan-American
Railroad passing southward from Merxico.

OCOS. Population, 1000. 2310 miles from San Francisco.
A port on the Pacific from which a railway runs into
the interior, toward the Mexican frontier. Lighter,

SALVADOR

Area, 7225 miles. Somewhat smaller than Massa-
chusetts. Population, 1,133,000; 236 to square mile. Rail-
way mileage, 100.

Salvador is the most densely populated area
of America, on which account it may be called
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the Belgium of the western hemisphere. Its
only coast line is on the Pacific Ocean. The in-
terior is rugged and mountainous, the highest
peak being the volcano of Santa Ana (altitude
7826 feet). The country is threaded with
2000 miles of good roads. The people are
engaged chiefly in agriculture, the products
being coffee, indigo, Peruvian balsam, and
sugar. The mining operations are valued at
$3,500,000. It became an independent repub-
lic in 1889 and is divided into fourteen adminis-
trative departments. There are six cities of
over 15,000 inhabitants.
SAN SALVADOR, capital. Poxulation. 60,000. Altitode,
2102 feet. pretty and healthful city.
Street-cars, telephones, etc. Connected with the sea w

rail. It will be on the line of the Pan-American
through Santa Ana.

SANTA ANA. Population, 55,000. Altitude, 2122 feet.
50 miles from the capital.

SONSONATE. Population,;15,000. Altitude, 1500 feet.

ACAJUTLA. Population, 2000, 2461 miles from San Fran-

cisco. Terminus of San Salvador Raiway to
capital (66 miles). A pier and warehouses have been con-
structed. Pacific port with direct steamer connection to San
Francisco, Panama, and Salina Crus.

LA LIBERTAD. Population, 3000. 2497 miles from San
) Francisco. Roadstead-lighters. Railway
and trolley projected toward interior towns.
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SAN MIGUEL. Population, 26,000. Altitude, 15,000. Pres-
ent terminus of railway from La Union.

LA UNION. Population, 6000. 2601 miles from San Fran-
cisco. Pacific port close to the frontier of Hon-

duras, across the Bay of Fonseca from Amapala in the latter
republic. Lighter.

HONDURAS

Area, 46,250 square miles. Size of Miasissippi. Popula-
tion, 560,000; 12 to square mile. Railway mileage, 108.

This state was organized as a republic before
the dissolution of the federation in 1839. It has
sixteen administrative departments, a new one
on the north coast, called Atlantida, being de-
voted entirely to banana growing. The capital
of this district is La Ceiba, which has several
miles of private railroad for the development
of the fruit industry. The Spanish descendants
of pure blood are few in number and there are
over 90,000 uncivilized Indians. Education is,
however, free, compulsory, and entirely secular.
There is a great scarcity of labor, yet a large
amount of bananas, cocoanuts, coffee, cabinet
woods, and cattle are exported. The republic
has great mineral resources as yet but little
developed. Travel is accomplished mostly by
mule or ox-cart. Honduras is primarily a
mountainous country, with several large rivers
emptying into the Gulf of Honduras. The
Wanks (Coco) River is the longest in Central

45



GUIDE TO LATIN AMERICA

America (850 miles); for a greater part of
its length it is the international boundary be-
tween Honduras and Nicaragua. The coast line
on the Caribbean side is 400 miles; that on the
Bay of Fonseca (Pacific side) 70 miles.

The Bay Islands, five in number, lie off the
north coast, having a population of about
4700. Fruit growing is the chief industry.
The English language is commonly used as the
islands were held under British sovereignty
until within fifty years. Roatan is their chief
port, and is said to have a delightful climate.
To these islands the Carib Indians were de-
ported from St. Vincent by the British in 1796,
whence they have found their way to the main-
land and established a number of settlements
near T'rujillo.

TEGUCIGALPA, capital. Population, 35,000. Altitude
persoded G 8200 f:‘aﬁ:t f's town has, silnoe 188;:;
su 'omayagua as the seat of government. It isint
center of a mining district and bas a ur;g:versity and a cathedral.
Telephones and te phs, but no public conveyances. There
is an excellent mized road from here to the new port of
San Lorenzo on the Pacific, over which electric motors are
glanned to run, covering the entire journey of 75 miles in a
ay. A railway is projected, and a concession has recently
Ihazen. granted to connect the capital with a port on the Gulf of
eXico.

PUERTO CORTEZ. Population, 8200. 970 miles from
New Orleans. From here a railway

46



GUIDE TO LATIN AMERICA

runs 56 miles into the interior to Pimienfa, from which it is by
mule a five days’ journey across the mountains to Tegucigalpa.

LA CEIBA. Population, 7000. 890 miles from New Or-

leans. A center of the fruit industry, con-
nected with New Orleans by regular steamers. Terminus of
railway for banana plantations. Dock for 20-foot draught

vessels.

TRUJILLO. Population, 3000. 900 miles from New Or-
leans. Has a cattle trade with Havans, and
exports also hides, medicinal plants, and rubber. Lighter.

DANLI. Population, 9000. Altitude, 2800 feet. Situated

about 150 miles southeast of the capital, on a fair
road with a beautiful bridge (best in Honduras) of four arches
over the Rio Grande. Seat of a recently established agricul-
tural school (1808), in the midst of a fine agricultural and min-

ing region.

AMAPALA. Population, 4400. 2597 miles from San Fran-

cisco. On the island of Tigre in the Bay of

Fonseca; 20 to 80 miles to the branch ports on the mainland of

fhoeﬂuno, Iia bBraa. ahnd San Lorenso, this la.sth:eonnected wgth

e capital by highway by a stagecoach line. Good but
shallow harbor. hllfahter

NICARAGUA

Area, 49,200 square miles. Size of New York State. Popu-
lation, 600,000; 12 per square mile. Railway mileage, 171.

According to Las Casas this region was one
of the best peopled of Central America at the
time of the conquest, but was decimated by the
cruel methods of the Spaniards. To this day
the population is inadequate to the development
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of the resources of the country, and there is
great scarcity of labor. Indians and mixed
races predominate but the number of Europeans
is increasing. The republic since withdrawing
from the federation in 1839 has been divided
into thirteen departments, the newest one, Ze-
laya, comprising the Mosquito Reserve to which
Great Britain by treaty in 1905 relinquished
all claim. This department has about 7000
square miles of the most fertile 1and in Central
America and 150 miles of coast line on the
Caribbean Sea. The entire length of the Nica-
raguan coast on this sea is 800 miles directly
north and south (on the same longitudinal
parallel with Detroit), while on the Pacific, in-
cluding the southern shore of the Bay of Fon-
seca, it has 225 miles. Since its independence
Nicaraguan history has been marked by four
notable events: the British invasion of 1847,
the filibustering expedition of the American
William Walker in 1855, the arbitration of the
boundary dispute with Costa Rica by President
Cleveland in 1888, and the beginning of the
Interoceanic (Nicaragua) Canal in 1889.
Humboldt called this country the land of
lakes, and this natural feature seemed at first
to assure the canal project by this route. Lake
Nicaragua is 92 miles long, the largest lake in
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Latin America, Lake Managua is 32 miles
long. Coffee, bananas, gold, mahogany, rub-
ber, and cattle are the chief exportas.

MANAGUA, capital. Population, 85,000. Altitude, 143 feet.

On the southern shore of Lake Managua.

a is connected by a railway of 90 miles with Cornto on

the Pacific, and by a line of 82 miles with Granada on Lake

Nicaragua. It has an Industrial, Commercial, and Scientific

Museum, and a Bureau of Chemical Analysis for Foods and
Drugs, established in 1908.

LEON. Population, 60,000. Altitude, 845 feet. ‘The cathe-
dral city and at one time the capital. Hotel Metro-
politano (Luponi). Om the railway, 52 miles from Managua.

GRANADA. Population, 12,000. Altitude, 173 feet. An-
ciently disputed the seat of government with
Leon. $1 miles from Managua. Had a mule tramway.

MATAGALPA. Population, 16,000. Elevation, 4000 feet,
in the northera part of the country, Great
coffee region. Good road. 120 miles from Managua.

CORINTO. Population, 2000. 2671 miles from San Fran-
cisco. Has a well-protected harbor on the
Pacific, and terminus of R. R. to Leon, etc.

CAPE GRACIAS. Population, 1000. 950 miles from New
Orleans. A banana port with regular
steamer connection to New Orleans. Lighter.

SAN JUAN DEL SUR. Population, 1000. 2779 miles
from San Francisco. A small
but deep harbor. Lighter.

BLUEFIELDS. Population, 5000. 1992 miles from New

York. 1186 miles from New Orleans. On
a lagoon, 100 square miles of water. Jetty and custom house.
Steamer connection with New York and New Orleans. The
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port of entrance for the Mosquito (Carib) Reserve. Sixty-five
miles north of Greytown. 15 foot water, but lighters.

SAN JUAN "DEL NORTE (Greytown). Population, 2000.

2009 miles from New York.
1257 miles from New Orleans. The harbor has been dredged
and a break-water built so that ocean vessels can be received.
There are horse cars in the town. This was to be the eastern
terminus of the Nicaragua Canal. Steamers run from here up
the San Juan River into Lake Nicaragua. The western ter-
minus of the canal, when finished, was to be located at Brifo
on the Pacific, 140 miles from San Juan del Norte.

COSTA RICA

Area, 28,000 square miles. Not quite as large as West Vir-
ginia. Population, 870,000; 16 per square mile. Railway
mileage, 427. -

Columbus, on being presented with some bits
of gold on this coast, gave it the name of Costa
Rica. There are at present some gold mines
worked by American capital, but the riches of
the country are derived from coffee and bananas.
Almost anything, however, can be grown in
Costa Rica, owing to the graduation of climatic
conditions from the coasts to the mountain sum-
mits, the highest of which is the extinct volcano
of Irazu (11,000 feet). This is the only spot
in the western hemisphere from which both
oceans can be seen at once. The exports of the
country exceed its imports in value since 1894,
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and its coffec plantations are models of excel-
lence, all of which speaks well for the industry,
peaceableness, and good sense of its people. It
has been an independent republic since 1839,
and is now divided into five provinces and two
coast districts. Among the inhabitants are
about 8500 aborigines and 6300 foreigners.
Immigration is encouraged by the sale of lands
on easy terms. It has extensive steamship con-
nections with the United States and Europe,
and an interoceanic railroad which, however, is
not intended to compete with those at Panama
and Tehuantepec, owing to heavy grades and
narrow gauge, but it is built over a beautiful
country whose healthy and invigorating cli-
mate is now attracting many visitors from the
Panama Canal Zone for recuperation from the
tropic heat of that section.

SAN JOSE, capital. Population, 40,000. Altitude, 3816

. feet. A beautiful, clean, modernized city,
with fine climate, attractive public buildings, including an
opera house, one of the finest in the western bemisphere, a
cathedral, and many handsome private residences. There are
several squares, in one of which is 8 monument commemorating
the deliverance of Central America from the raids of William
Walker, the filibuster, in 1857. Electric trams, lights, and
telephones. The city 15 on the line of the interoceanic railroad,
103 miles from Limon on the Canbbean Sea and 67 miles from
Puntarenas on the Pacific Ocean. The summit of the railroad
is at an altitude of 5040 feet, two miles west of Cartago.
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CARTAGO. Population, 7000. Altitude, 5000 feet. On the

slope of Mount Irasu, a favorite resort for peo-
ple of the capital. It has electric lights, telephones, etc., and
will sometime have trolley connection with San José. Here
the foundations were laid for the palace of the Central Ameri-
can Court of Justice, Peace Palace, presented by Andrew Car-
negqie (destroyed by the earthquake 1n 1910, then removed
to San José) There are mineral springs and a sanitarium in
the neighborhood.

LIMON. Population, 5000. 1287 miles from New Orleans.

2017 miles from New York. A thriving port on the
Caribbean Sea, with seven steamship companies, two large
wharves, (30 feet) terminus of the Costa Rica Railway, and
branches, wireless telegraph, and other electrical improvements.

PUNTARENAS. Population, 5000 2916 miles from San

Francisco (spelled as one word to distin-

it from the Chiean Punta Arenas on the Straits of

Magellan). Pacific terminus of the recently completed railway
west from San José. Passengers landed in lighters.

PANAMA

Area, 83,800 square miles. Size of State of Maine. Popu-
lation, 360,000; 11 per square mile. Railway mileage, 50.

The northern coast of this country was
viewed in its whole length by Columbus in
1502, while seeking in vain for the strait which
he conjectured should somewhere connect the
northern and southern or eastern and western
oceans. At that point on the coast where the
little river Belen enters into the sea, the natives
gave him some bits of gold secured from the
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