
MEXICO
AJmA. 787.0ff! square milee. l!9ua1 to regiou eut of the

Mississippi. less the New EUgIaIId Stales. PopulatioD,
16.06S.i0'7; 19.6 per Iquare mile. Railway mileage. 15,500.

A country of hot coasts and elevated table-
lands, brought to a high state of cultivation
and civilization by the Aztecs and other primi-
tive races who were conquered by the Spaniards
under Cortez, 1519-15~1. Rapid colonization
followed, marked by monumental architectural
and engineering works, such as cathedrals, pal-
aces, municipal buildings, aqueducts, bridges,
etc., and the development of phenomenal min-
eral wealth, as well as the introduction of Euro-
pean plants and animals. Dreadful as were
the cruelties and oppression practiced by the
Spaniards, they were not an innovation to the
native population, for, as Mr. Flandreau says:
" Until the advent of the conquerors, this part
of the new world had been, for no one knows
how long, a slaughter-house of the gods. Spain
and the church continued a carnage of their
own in the name of God." To this the Spanish
government added greed and injustice against
which the colonial and native elements finally
united in resentment. The national awakening
of 1810 was, moreover, a part of the great
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wave of revolt which spread throughout all
the Spanish-American possessions at that time.
Mexican independence was declared in 18ln,
and a republican form of government estab-
lished in 1823, which, barring the imperial
fiascos of Iturbide and Maximilian, and other
vicissitudes, has prevailed until the present day.
Under the genius and strong hands of President
Porfirio Dias, Mexico became a peaceful, pro-
gressive, and prosperous nation, of twenty-
seven federated states, two territories, and a
federal district. Mexico has more than fifty
large cities and towns at or above an altitude of
4000 feet; it has also many important seaports
on both coasts. It is connected with the United
States by several lines of rail and telegraph,
and by steamship lines between the ports on the
Atlantic, the Gulf of Mexico, and the Pacific.

The climate has only wet and dry seasons,
not well marked and depending more on alti-
ture than latitude. As it is north of the
equator, these seasons correspond relatively to
winter and summer in the United States. The
best time to visit Mexico is from January to
June.
CITY OF MEXICO. capital. D. F. (Distrito Federal).

Population, 4.50.000. Altitude, 7850
feet. Situated in the beautiful valley of Anahuac. lIUITOunded

SO



GUIDE TO LATIN AMERICA
b:r mountains some of which are always covered with snow
(Pupocatepetl, 17,748 feet, lztoocihuatl, 16,076 feet, Aju«JO,
IS,6i8 feet). Maximum summer temperature, sooF.; mmi-
mum winter temperature very near fn,eziog ""int. Electnc
trolley system. Telephone, etc. The Federal District has an
area of 678 square miles, eight times larger than the District of
Columbia, U. S.

Vin the Cathedral, * second largest in the world; other
chwcbes; national palace; museum; new post-office; tomb of
J.-ez in San Fero8ndo; cemetery of United States IlOldiers01
the war of 1847; tree 01 "The dismal night" (Noche Trim);
the Alameda (public park); Y. M. C. A.; Paeeo de Ia Reforma
bordered by handsome modem colonuu or residence districts
on the way to Chapultepec. Suburban places of interest sucb
as the CcUtJe of C!havUltePec, Churvliu«o, San Angel, Gua-
dalupe, tAe V;ga, aD<1"the Drainage Canal can be reached by
electric cars. The Senate meets in the National Palace, theD~f:~~in the old Iturbide Theater. A national capitol is
b' ..

EzcurrioM mayl¥ 1hlllU to:
(1) CUERNAVACA. Population, 9600. Altimde, 5ti8 feet.

ThIS charming town and valley, a
favorite resort for the people from the capital. is reached by rail
over the pus of AfUICO. One descends to a level 2500 feet
lower thaD the city 01 Mexico and to scenes of richer char-
acter. Vin Palace of Cortea; cathedral; La Borda Gardens;
and drive to the spriD&sand to the estate Btill owned by Cortez'
descervllDta.

(2) CUAUTLA. Population, 6800. Altitude, 4267 feet.
Famous for its mineral springs, be.tha, and

saoitarium. Was scene 01 beroic defence by Padre MorelOl in

• Not all large churches are catbedrals, thi! term being
applicable only to a church which is the seat of a bishop at the
capital 01 a diocese, oot always corresponding in area WIth the
State.
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1812. The onlY town in the world where the railroad station
is in a church. ""Betweeohere and Toluca are the famous minee
of El Oro.

(5) TOLUCA. Population, SO,OOO.Altitude, 8610 feet.
Beautiful seeneryoo the way. VUit Plaza

Mayor, State huiJdingB, and church of Tercer Orden. Ce1e-
brated beer brewed here.

MORELlA. Population, 88,600. Altitude, 6Sll6 feet.
Famous dulcu or preservea made here.

VUit cathedral. Paseo, aqueduct, /JOUle of MoreI08 the patriot,
College of Sao Nirolaa.

PATZCUARO. Populatioo.7!OO. Altitude, 71St feet.
Hammered copper and !ao'I.uered ware

made here. Cathedral. first seat of .Jesuit order m Menco.
lAke paUcuiJrO in the environs. This district is charmingly
deaeribed by F. Hopkinaoo Smith in "White Umbrella in
Mexioo."

VERACRUZ. Population, 50,000. 19'78 mi1ea from New
York. 790 milea from New Orleans. Chief

_port 00 the Gulf of Mexico. approximately where Cortes
landed in 1619 and burned his ahips. Modern liarbor, dredged
and aurrouoded by atone moles, said to be the lineal io the
western hemi~here. City recently drained, cIeaused paved.
aod lighted. TroUey. telephone&, etc. VUit prison of San JtUm
tU Ulloa 00 an iBland io the harbor; plaza (muaic eveoioga).
church. and market .

.Journey to the capital (vUJ Mnictm Railway) is a road of
wonders aa far &8 the table-land. The traveUer should atop at
the two foUowing citiea:-

(I) CORDOBA. Population, 8200. Altitude, i952 feet.
Luxuriaot v~tioo and fruits. Rich

plaotatiooa of coffee, cane, and tobecoo, Pullman ears from
here to Salina Cruz 00 TehuanJ.epec Railroad.
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(2) ORIZABA. population, 33.000. Altitude. 4M8 feft.

Pictureaque town at foot of Peak of Onaaba
(17.S711feet). Villt churebes, market, cotton miUs, coffee and
sugar plantatiOll.l at Jalapi/la. Famous gorge and Valley of
JliJlmltq. between here and &per-. after which the route
is monotonoU8 and dusty. Plains chielly productive of ma-
pel_ ~~)'. Peak of Jlalint6i (1ll,616 feet) and otheza
fJecllleDUY ID new.

(Via lnUroceanUJ Railway:)
(I) JALAPA. Population. 21.400. Altitude, 45M feet.

Curious old-fashioned place, famous for pretty
women. bad weather. and the production of jalap. From here
trip to Va1Iey of CoaIep«.

(2) PUEBLA. Population, 99.000. Altitude, 7crt7 feet.one of the most picturesque, intereating. and
progressive cities of Merico. Proilucta: cOtton cloth, pottery.
onyx, etc. VUit cathedral. best in Mexico; other churches, the
old Pueo to the hill of Guadalupe. and excursion to the Pyra-
mid of CholuJa. Puebla is the junction for Oazaca.

OAXACA. Population. 85.000. Altitude, 6069 feet. Birth·
pJa(,eof President Inas and home of the late Presi-

dent JtuJrtS. n.ndlOOle chlD'Chesand other public buildinll8:
tropiall wgdation. VUit ruins of Jl1ll4. Coonection is toDe
made here with the Tehuarltep« Railroad.

MATAMOROS. Population, 8500. GuH coast port on Rio
GrBnde, oppoeite Brownaville, Teua, with

rail coDDection to Monterrey.

TAMPICO. Population, 20.000. !!OOlI miles from New
York; 710 miles from New Orleans. Lies

Ilevera1 miles up the Panueo River. Splendid harbor.
Steamers tie to dock. Modern ~ve manufacturing
and lhipping city. Rail to capital vi4 San Luis PotoI1.
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SAN LUIS POTOSI. PopuhLtioo, 61,000. Altitude 5786

feet. In center of silver miniog region.
Named after famous Potosi in Bolivia. Handsome public
buildings and churches, ~ueduct. To Agua8calientea junc-
tion on Mez:itxm CenJrol Railroad.

PUERTO MEXICO (Coat .. roo1<m). Population. 7000.
2086 miles from New York; 8It miles

from New Orleans. Terminus on Gulf of Mexico of Tell_-
tepee &Uroad. opened by President Ditu in 1907. '!'welve
hours (190 miles) to Pacific terminus at Salina Cl'WI. Modern
harbor facilities at both ends. Shipe tie to docks. At 8an14
Luaecia, about baIf-way. Pullman coaches can be taken to
Cordoba on Mt<J:icarIRail_II to capitaL

GAMBOA (Scm Geronimo), a atation on TMtI4fIUptJe Rail-
road, beginning of the P.....A.fMf'itJan Railroad

southward to Guatemala

FRONTERA. Population, 8000. 870 miles from New OJ-
leanS. Port of the State of Tolxuco. the prod-

ucts of which are oil, woods. rice, cacao, and tobacco.

CAMPECHE. Population, 17.100. 1640 miles from New
York. 660 miles from New Orleans. Rail-

road connection with Merida.

PROGRESO. Population, 5000. 1520 miles from New
York. M!t miles from New Orleana. Port of

Merida, so miles inland by rail. center of trade and production
of lisal hemp and henequen.

MtRIDA. PoPUlation, 50,000. Altitude.!t6 feet. Fine
cathedral. An historic but modernized town.

Trolley, telephone. etc. Ruins of Uz:mal 60 miles distant.
Flourishing plantations. celebrated iztk fiber.
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VIJIA. Port of new Territory of QuintaM Roo. Inhabited bl

Maya Indians. Cabinet and dye-woods. gums and
reeina. The Temtory IS a free zone.

LAREDO (Nuevo). Population, 6000. Altitude. 401
feet. Mexican terminus (on the Rio Grande) of

the Meriean NatUmal Railroad. Through conneclion from
United States to Mexico City via:-

(1) MONTERREY. Population, 68,000. Altitude, 2010
feet. Pleasant!>, situated historic city.

CaRed .. Chicago of North Mexico." Large smelting works,
mineral springs. Junction for Matamoros. V i.nt cathedral.
Fine me to Silla (Saddle Mountain).

(!) SALTILLO. Population, ilI,OOO. Altitude, 6897 feet.
Fine climate. Manufactures of Z&rapes.

Battlefield of BU8M VUta near by.

ClOOAD PORFIRIO DIAZ (Eagle Pass). Population,
16,000. Altitude. 7" feet.

Mexican terminU8 (on Rio Grande) of Mezican I"11tm1atUmal
Railroad to Mexico City via:-

(1) SABINAS. Population, iSOO. Altitude, 1116 feet. Cen·
ter of coal mining. Pretty town, on fine river,

with extensive ranch life.

(!) MONCLOVA. Population. 15,000. Altitude, 19U feet,
Picturesque Mexican town founded in

1686.
(8) TORREON. Population, ilI.OOO. Altitude, 57!1 feet.

J unction of I nJematUmal and Oentral
RaUr0ad6. Center of important and growing cotton region;
the 1.alzuna District. Line from here to Durango. Pretty
town orLerdo in neighborbood. Trolley, telephone, etc,
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(4) Dui.AN'GO. Population, tS,OOO. Altitude, 6207 feet.

Cathedral town. Famoua Iron Mountain
near by. Mining center. Will ultimately be connecW with
the port of Maz.o/ian.

CIUDAD lUAREZ (PallO del Norte, EI Pseo). Population,
8500. Altitude, S9S6 feet. MeJicao ter-

minus of Mezican Cmtral Railroad to MeJioo City vi4:-

(1) CHIHUAHUA. Population, SO,OOO. Altitude, 47611
feet. Historic but progressive modern

city. Center of silver induatzy. Vim churches, mint, aque-
duct. TroUey, telephooe, etc. Juuction for Tupolobampo OD
Pacific coast.

(2) ZACATECAS. Population, M,500. Altitude, 801S
feet. Trying climate. Picturesque but

dirty city. Important mining center. Vim redUctiOD ...orb,
potterielI, market, cathedral.

(S) AGUASCALIENTES. Population, 40.000. Altitude
6181 feet. (Hot waUr6) fa-

mous mineral baths, fine farming country. Annual fair April
28. TroDey, telephone, etc.

SILAO. statiOD for Leon (16 miIea): -

(4) LEON. Population, 114,000. Altitude, 6068 feet. I••
cathedral town, has a v~ of industries;

leather goods, rebosos. On the road to Silao is • pretty
cause ...ay.

(5) GUANAJUATO. Population, 40,500. Altitude, 6759
feet. Medieval town with great

modern mining industries. VUzt plaza, Excha.nl!e (DO'"
prisoD), theater, Jesuit church, the Presa de oUa for the vie....
mines descended by IItoDe stairways.
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(6) IRAPUA TO. Population, 20,000. Altitude, 6666 feet.

Center of strawberry prdens where fruit
ripen.! every day in the year. Junction for GutulaJallJ1U•

(7) QUERETARO. Population. S8.000. Altitude. 6168
feet. Scene of roan)' patriotic episodes

in Mexican history. Marimuum executed here, 1867. yilit
Hill of the Bells, cathedral, aqueduct, HereuJes cotton mills.

GUADALAJARA. Population. 105.000. Altitude, 5185 feet.
Charming, modernized. clean. progres-

sive city. Fine cathedral, beautiful plaza with exceUent music.
theater and other public buildiDp. VuU Gorge (Barranca) by
street ear, San Pedro potteries."FalIs of JuaftCatJan and ~
CluJpala. RaiIroed completed to the Pacific coast, via
Cohma.

COLIMA. Population. il.000. Altitude, 1476 feet. In a
richly resourceful section of the country. In sight

of active volcano of Colima, altitude 14.120 feet. lias an ar-
caded plaza and some fiDe buildings. 66 miles to Manzanjllo
on the coast by rail.

NOGALES (abo in Arizona). Population. 9700. Terminua
of the Sonora Railroad to Guaymas.

ENSENADA, 5ff1 miles from San Francisco.
MAGDALENA BAY, lKl2miles from San Francisco. United

States Taraet practice grounds,

SAN roAN DEL CABO, liM miles from San Francisco.
E1Ut'IIad4, M agdalma BIlJI, and San Juanlkl Cabo are ports

of call in Lower (Bop) California.

LA PAZ. 1400 miles from San Francisco.
GUAYMAS. Population, 9000. 1510 miles from San Fran-

cisco. Terminus of Sonora Railroad to No-
galea, Arizona, 1M HmtWI11lo.
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TOPOLOBAMPO. Population, 1500. Pacific port for

Chihuahua on the MeziotJra CenlTal
RaillDtlr. Lighter. Reached by Sl1IAIJ&er"Paci~ Roilroad.

ALTATA. Population. 5000. 1m milel from SeD F'raDei8co.
Port of caD for steamen OD the Paeilie cout.

Rail to Culiaca" (58 miles), elevation. 5000 feet. Lighter.

MAZATLAN. Population, 18.000. IM4 milee from SeD
Flanciaoo. Prospeetlve port for DUJ'aDgO.

New capital of Sinaloa. Lighter.

SAN BLAS. Population, SOOO. 14S0 miles from San Fran-
ci8co. Pacific port of caD for T.pic (population

15.500; altitude. 2952 feet). and ultimately for Guadalajara.
Lighter.

MANZANILLO. Population, 10.000. IMt miIes from SeD
Francisco. Pacific terminus of railroad to

Colima and, in December. 1908. connection made to Guadala-
jara and thence to the Capital which is thus reached in thirty-
five houn. Modem harbor. lauding at pier.

ACAPULCO. Population, 6000. 18S6miles from San Fran-
cisco. Splendid Datural harbor, prospective

port for BalMu. thence to the Capital. The dilIieulty of as-
cending to the table-laud is very great, and at present the trip
can be made only on mules. Partially demoyed by earth-
quake in August. 1009.

SALINA CRUZ. Population. 6500. 2089 miIes from SeD
Francisco. Paci6e terminus of T.Iwa..-

tepee Railwal/. Fine modem harbor, and terminus of steamers
of SAlvador railway to Acajutla and porta of Central America.
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