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HE Liberstor had hardly disembarraesed himself of the cares caused by the
institution and the government, and which had brought him to Onracas,
whken he turmed his eyes to the war which threatened to deluge in blood the
vast axtension of our territory, He reviewed the parks and forces of Caracas;
he visited La Guayra so aa to inform himself personally of the position and
state of affairs there; and on his retern he marched with the velocity that was
proper io him, to the besieging lines of Puerto Cabello, by way of the valleys
of Aragua and Ocumars de la Costa, whose fort he examined on the 16th.
On pascing Sabana, the enemy opened on him a spirited fire, but uselessly.
The Liberator had promised himself that the slege of Puerto Cabello should
now give the bost and long-wished-for results, because the fleet of Cumans
componed of six schooners-of-war and a small gunboat, had already commenced
to capture valuable prizes ; but on reviewing the line, an I have eaid, and giving
the most nocessary orders, be was sstonished by the news communicated to
him that Colonel Arrioja, depending on Marino, had disappeared, along with
the body of troops he commanded, at the same time that the chief of the fleet,
along with his vessela, which had sided so efficaciously in the blockade, was also
retiring by » terminating order which he had received from Marifio himself
He waas informed finally, that this one, on the eve of setting out at the head of
a brilliant army to the help of the west, had resolved to suspend his march.
Tortured by envy because Bolivar should receivs the applause of the peopls,
agitated by that fatal spirit of rivalry which is more irreconcilable than hate,
Marino fell back into his former anxietioa, when he reccived news of the act of
the 24 of January, and, changing his mind, he imued orders coutrary to the
solicited help, and which he had seomed disposed to give. The Liberator
alarmed, callad Piar to him, who was commanding the fleet, and by fores of
entreatios he dotained him; he wrots to Marifio s most forcible letter, implor-
ing his co-operation to destroy the common enemy, and as & man of forethought
bhe enclosed in the letter an ackmowledgment of the authority of Marifio over
the provinces of the east; a principal point which should facilitate it sll, as in
effect it did, bocause Marifio from that moment remained satisfled, and began

to move his auxiliary forces,
(178)
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Unhappily it was now already too laie to impede evils of grest counsequence !
The plaina had been lost; Boves, indefatigable, ferocious and wnmerciful, o
the head of undisciplined and blood-thirsty hordes, was occupying Calaboz,
snd had wwormn to the extermination of the American race; war had bem
inflsmed sanow in the western provinces: Yanexz, the isleno, had recrossed the
Apure snd he was threstening Barinas with two thousand homsemen,

The year 1614 had dawned with bright bopes, but very soon they wee
changed into croel and mortal sufferings.

Faial changs of things! Ordinary condition of our nature, that joys are
dampened and altered by misfortunes !

And the Bpaniards carried on their design of rain and American extermine
ton, with s wickedoess of mind so lasting and implacable, that the slaoghtens
snd calamities which history relstes of Atila and Gengiskan, seem childs
play compared with those of Boves and his fellow-soldiam.®

# When Boves was victorious in a battle, he would sy, and with reason, thet b
RAad gained, and when fortune was adverss and be waa defeated, he would sy, sad
also with reason, tAat As Aad not lost ; becaass, his purpose being to exterminate
the Amerioan rave, that they should die on one or the other sids was the mme
thing to his sanguinary views. On scccunt of {his he did kill innocent peopls,
peaceful citizens, children, the infirm, those who yialded, women, soldiers. Infemal
monster! This purpose of Boves and his followers waa 50 well known, that is s
communication October 81, 1814, Ficld-Marshal Don Francisco Montalvo mid %
the minister of war in Spain what follows : “ Don Jose Tomas Boves and thow
who imitate him, do not distinguish between delinguents and innocenta ; all &is
for the crime (o thelr eyos) of having boen born in Ameria” And nnfortomstely
Boves was net alope {n this purposs. Zerberis wrote to Monteverds from Rio Caribe
the 18tk of June, 1818: ' There fa no other alternative, air, than u military go*
ernment which will put to the sword all thees vils and infamous crecles Ican
assure you that not one of those who shall fall into my handgahall sscape™ Brigs-
diar.General Flerro, s man advanced in years, who appeared to bo endowed with
betiar fselings, wrote on the 20th of December, 1814, to one of his conntrymen:

“ Puzrto CaBELLO, Decembar 29, 1814

“ Esrzxwen FRewD :—Thanks be to God that we have concluded with the rest
of this gang of kaaves who had taken refuge in the impregnable Maturin ; there
yet remuin o few wandering in the moantains, and to sy the truth, to extinguish
this American rabble, it is necessary not to leave ane alive; and thus it is thatis
the last battles more than twelve thousand men have perizshed on one and the
other side; fortunately the greater part CrEoLES and Bpaniands very are. If Rt
was possible to obliterate all Americans It wounld be better; for undeceive youreel.
wo are in the case of extinguizhing the whole pressnt generation, beeanse they
are all our encmieon, and if the people have not risen, It is becauss they have not
been able, it belng wonderful to obeerve that the most sxalied are those born of
Bpaniards. Mnally, my dear friend, we shonld sow internal war between the
creoles, sa that they may annihilate each other, and that we may have less enemies.

“1f in the remalning regions of America there are found many Boves, I can
asgure you that oar desiros shall be granted ; becanse, as for Veneswels, there is
not much waating to seo 1t realized, as ws Aass finished with ef who Aaes presentsd
themassloss. They have now sufiiclent to remember us for s loag time.

% ¥on can, my friend, frealy carry on your business on the ooest, s8 now thare
ore no fears ; and it you wish to invest in the country, we have heare a namber of
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In this the ecuflicts incressed every moment, and in the midst of so much
mvage, Bolivar, whose mission to work without evet allowing bimself. io be
dajected by reverses, wia forced constantly to reorganize the army; replace men,
provisions and armsmeat for the campelign ; be had to look out for subsistenoe,
to take care of and sdministrate to ali, lamenting the fatal example of indecizion
sud want of energy on the part of scme of the chieftains; of indifference on
the part of the peopis, who had not as yet learned to love liberty.

The inexplicable conduct of Colonsl Garcia de Sens had given up Barinss
to the Spaniarda Feigning o sally ou the enemy, ha evacusted the place,
leaving a few brave men in charge of it, and after ho was out he deviated from
the road and entered the mountaine. Hens, who could bave defeated Puy (s
Leutonant of Yanez), as he with impunity retreated befors him, sacrificed
Barinas, where the Bpaniards entered, leveling all in their way, putting to the
sword the eighty soldiers who had remained therg, as also men, women and
children, pillaging the dwellings, snd reducing that beautiful city of ten thoun-
sand souls to aahos,

And whilst Puy fod his fury on such » weak and defenceless prey, what was
Bens and his troops doingt They were surmounting the callejones of Merids,
the roughest and moet difficult of any in Venesuela, the cavalry dismounting,
their homes having been rendered entirely usaloss, it being finally necessary to
disband them. Garcia de Sens left the remnants of tha troops at Trujillo, and
came alone to Valencla What a vigorous and decisive military operation !
Ho attompted to excuse. himself in & letter which he wroto to Urdaneta the
$ist of January from Trujillo; but however dangerous may have been the
position of the dafanders of Barinss, it does not appear that a chidf who
floes without fighting can exculpate himseif, and that to his military fault
should be added the secret abandonmoent of the city, sarrendaring to the
fexocity of the enemy thommnds of patriots, models of walor and consiancy,
and who emulated in seal and generous efforts to save the place from the hor-
rors with which they were threateved by that savage and unmerciful chief.
Yanez, enouraged by the success of Barinas, in which, as has been seen, the
bravery of the enemy had no part, besioged ths town of Ospino. A handful
of braves heroically resisted the furious amanlt of the Spanish forces, and to
intimations of surrender mads by the chief, they answered : “ the defenders of
liberty never surrender to tyrants.” Fortunately, on the 8d of February, dur
ing & scattering fire, a ballet entared the breast of Yanes, stretching him on
the ground; wnd his troops, dlsconcertod, rmised the slege and retrested to
Guanare. “The people of Ospino,” said the bulletin which related this sae-
cess, “ full of fary at beholding the body of the tyrant, amembled, and solicited
the chief of the republican troops to cut it in pieces [**

Yanez was succeeded, by the nomination of the officers of the diviaion of
Apure, by Lisutenant-Oolonel Don Sebastian de 13 Calzada

farms to sell, which ean be procured with the greatest commodity. Calculate it
and give notice to your intimate friend and atientive servant,
“Maiwoxy Foazo.”

This Flerro was repnted as & good man; amongst the Spaniards, as the best.
..... Readear, what do you think of this?

(In the * Guecta do Caracas * of October 11, 1851, the foregoing letter was pub-
Hshed )

® Jose Yates was & native of Canaries. He waa for some thne employed in a

12
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Who was this man, and by what principles of moral and respect was he
investod with the command ¥ This may easily be understood by saying that in
the year 1810 he was a eoldier in the battalion of the gneen, was judged and
arrested for a theft practised at the house of Dr, Don Felips Fermin Paul,
baing freed by the insurrection of the 10th of April, Calzada was one amongst
thoss who with most fury pillaged and devastated the soil; his first esesy con-
sisting in returning against Ospino and reducing it to ashes,

Immediately ho took possession of Araure and threatensd Ban Oarlos.

At this date the country was literally infested with royalist guerrillas, who
strewed destruction, pillage and violence on sll sides. Carlos Blanco lorded
over the south and to the wast of 8an Carlos; Reamos was at Sarare; the savage
Millet, a Ontalan, one of the most sanguinary men of whom there are memories,
harassed Ban Felipe; Reyes Vargas, Oberto and others were indefatigublo at
Cor, at Barquisimsto and Tocuyo ; Oalzada and Puy occupied Barinas; Mara-
caybo and Guaysna continued to be tha arsenal of the royalista; Boves and
Morales were at Calabozo, Thus all junction of the independenta was Qifficalt,
surrounded aa it was by perils, and on many occasions impossible; and the
headquarters of the Liberstor secemed, by force of emch circumstances, ss if
abandoned to its own and scanty resources.

To this mountain of evils came to be added the fatal defeat of the action of
Ia Puoarta, in which Boves completely triumphed over Oampo-Elias, glorying
in his immenss masses of *laneros® on horseback, Buch a succeas opened to
that gening vomited from hell, the gatea to the valloys of Aragua and closs on

" to Caracas. To secure still more the exit of his victory, he caused a
column tnder the command of Rosete to advance by the road of Los Pilonee,
with the view of opersting in the valleys of El Tux, Roaete in effect took
possession of Ocamare amidst blood and horrars, causing sssassination even in
the temple of God, and upon the holy altar on defenocless persons who there
begged pity and pardon. What farocity! What thirst for blood! The news
that arrived from all parts could have been resamed in these sols words, calam-
ity and death /* 'The reaction was barbarous, more so than barbarous, implous
and without pity. Happy those who were buried within the asylum of their
dwellings ; because tho rest, more unfortunate, should strew with their bones
the fields of Venezuela after baving eprinkled them with their blood, for the
erime alone of having loved justice! The witneeses of these sorrows and tor-

‘hnberdasher's ntore at Curacas ; at the breaking oat of the revolution, he went to
Darinss, and there he joined the army, and made himself an implacable enamy of
.all the Americans, He was & man of low birth, nnedncatad, of evil iotentions.
All kind of cruelty was familiar to him, and Guasdalito, Nutrias, Barinas, Goanare
-and Osplno, remember his name with horror.

# « My mind is consumed,” said the Spanish biskop Coll and Pradt in his edict,
“ and my soul can sappert no longer the weight of so many evila, Theft, rapine, pil-
1age, homicides and assassinations, conflagrations and devastations; the virgin
violated, the tears of the widow and orphan; the father armed against the son,
the daughter-in-law quarreling with the mother-in-law, and each one searching for
his brother to kill him: the congregations dispersed, the ‘priests fugitives, the
bodies strewn on the highways, those hoape of bonea which covar the battle-felds,

and so much blood shod on the American eoll; .. ... all is contained in my
beart. Great God! is Vensansls, parhaps, that bloody Ninive, at last destroyed

apnd levelled to the ground 1
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tures of that deluge of blood, those who lived defected and bresthiog that
stmosphere full of & vague terror, a mortal suspense, either their lives were
thartaned or they suocumbed. Our situstion was painful, and with more res-
son than Edward III of England could we have exclaimoed: “ Fire and stcel
devour us. The Lord has drawn Lis bow, he has prepared his sword and
shakes it aloft. We are about to disappear from the enrface of the carth |”

Now that wo have mentionod sbove the nsme of Rosete, and whoss beastly
acts we shall have afterwards to curse, let us know who he was and with what
precedents bad he shown himself in the theatre of the war,

“Io the year 1812, Antofiangas found him in a miserable grocery stors in:the
town of Taguay, living more gpor the kindpes of the people than upon hia
trade. Being & Bpaniard, he was put in command of the town of Camataguga,
by the first ssnasein of Calabozo and Ban Jusn de los Morroa, and from that
moment our grocer, dropping the stupid and lazy exterior, with which he had
covered his affected humility, be did not now think of anythbing else but of
distinguishing himnself by his seal in the pemecution of the patriots. When
the Liberator took possestion of Venesnela, Roseto retired to the interior of the
plaina, and put himself at the head of a band of robbers; afterwards he was
uncessing fn his attacks upon Orituco, Camatagua, Taguay and other towns to
the south of the Cordillers ; now he croesed it for tho firet time to threaten the
capital, to protoct the invesion of Boves and to surpass him in his horrible
vengeanced, How waa it possible that with such men any negotiation for peace
or reconcillation could be carried out? What points of contact were thero
between them and the patnot chieftains, however cruel these 1ast may have
been supposed to be? What plan, finally, military or political, could be con-
ceived by such heads for the good of Spain or her colony i One was a pirate,
another a base and ignorant servant, who from a petty thief had ascended to
be s military chieftain, and the last & worthless tavern-kveper: and in such
men unhappily were joined emergy, activity, the principal pert of command ;
the honorsble Ceballos, the kind, pions and merciful Corres, kept themselves
in the subordinate etate, from which they naver imsned, as it always bappens,
virtue is modest and crime daring.”*

The defeat of Ellsa at La Puerta, caused terror and defection on all sides,
and the agitation and fear wero increased by the appcarance of Rosete at El
Tuy. Bolivar alone, who drew forth from misfortunes new vigor, greater en-
couragement, and whose streugth, like that of Hannibal, shone forth more
briliantly in reverses, disposed the plans of resistance. Hs was at the beesieg-
ing lines of Puerto Cabello when the fatal news of the defeat of La Puerta
arrived ; and although it was said (and truly) that Boves had been severely
wounded, he took the greater portion of the troops who garrisoned the line, to
march towards Valencia to repel the numernus and victorions hosts, which were
about ta fall, Hke a devastating torrent upon Caracas. He ordered et the sama
time that the colonel of engineers, Colonel Aldso,should fortify the narrow pase
of La Cabrera, and that Campo-Elias should make himself firm there; he dis-
patched Lisutenant-Colonel Mariano Montilla with instructions for General
Ribas, who was st La Victoris; gave notice to Urdaneta that he should send
him one of the bodies in his division, and he himself set ont with all the troops
he could collact to obaerve the enemy.

® History of Venesusla, Vol. L.
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Where was Marino) What was the army of the Fast doing meanwhile,
whose help opportunely solicited, wes now more than ever eo precioast If
he had put himself in movement before, or if he had left promptly, be could
have succored the Liberator in the conflict in which he was plunged; but,
toward the end of Jannary, be still remained st Aregua de Barcelons, snd he
caused his army to march slowly, although with the motto inspiring enthuslssm,
¢ §t is necessary to die or destroy the tyranta”

Tt wos evident that Boves would attempt to march upon Caracsa and com-
plcte by a final stroke the destruction of the republic before the troops from
the Fast should arrive; but it was indfapensabls to check him, and to evade
the blow at least until Marifin shounld be advised of the peril, and advance
with his columna,

The 12th of February, at 8 o’clock in the morning, Boves furioualy attackod
1a Victoria. Loang enrl bloody combat in the very streets of the city; & terri-
ble fire which vomited forth desolation and death on all sidesl . . . It was not
s fight, but a havoc. ARl around Ribas, the soul of defense, his best officers
were falling ; bhe himsalf had three horses shot nnder him, At four o'clock in
the evening La Victoria offered the view of a vast cemetery. Buddenly a dense
cloud of dust wus ralsed on the side of the valley. . . . It was Eliss, who was
coming to the help of Ribas, He sent Montilla, & youth of great gualities and
energy, to break the lines of the enemy and favor the incorporation of the
reinforcing column, All was executod with as much impetuonity ss succesa,
and before the lapse of an hour, the ofvar to liberty announced the defeat of
the roynlists, Ribas marched out of the city, and taking advantage of the
favorable moments, he drove back all ke met, he awept away, dispersed the
encmy and remained master of the battle-fledd. Boves and his hordes, who had

 suffered the loss of 1,000 men, sitnated themselves in the very neighborhood of
1a Victoria; they there formed a junction with a large reserve which had come
‘to them from Oy, and they promised themselves to soon take revenge. Bat
Ribas did not alluw them time ; becauss at daybreak of the ‘18th he attacked
them on their own heights with such energy that they were unahle to resist,
and they sbundoned their position in a disorderly flight, by which the Ameri-

,can arma, had secured the most brillisnt victory, Artillery, ammunition,
small arma, horses, baggnge, and even the book of orders of Boves, fell into

"our power ; no prisoners were taken bocanss the atrocious conduct of the
tyrant was the cause that our troops gave no quarters |

The fame of this victory wea spread oa all sides. The Liberator asnnicunced it
to the world in that sublime style and flery eloquence which was inherent in
Lhim. Bpeakieg to the soldiers of the victorious army of La Valencia, be said :

 SOLDIERS ;

% You, in whose breasts the love of country is superior to all other feelings,
have gained yesterday the palm of victory, raising to the moet clovated grade
of glory this privileged country, which has inspired heroism in your dsuntless
hearts, Your names shall never be caat into oblivicn, Behold the gloyy which
you have just acquired. You, whose fearful sword has deluged the batile-field
with the blood of thewe feroclous bandits, You are the chosen instrument of
Providence to vindicate virtus on the earth, to bestow liberty on your brethren,
sud to annihilats ignominiously these sumerous bordes, Jod by the mest per-
verse of tyrants,

& Crrrzeme or OaBacas| The bloodthivedy Boves attempted to bring to your
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gates, crime snd ruin ; to that immortal city, the first whith gave the example
of liberty in the bemisphere of Colpmbus,. Insensate] tymntis canvot approach
her invincible walls without expiating with thelr impure blood the andacity
of their erimes. Gensral Ribes, against whom adversity cannot prevail, the
bexo of Niquitso and X.0s Horcones, will, from this day, be styled ‘the con-
queror of tyrsbts at La Victoris.' Those who cannot receive from their fellow
commtrymen and the world the gratitude and admirstion which is due to them,
the brave Colonels Ribes, Davila, Rom and Ficon,shall be preserved in the
annals of glory, With their blood they bought the most brillisnt victory;
posterity shall collect their noble ashes. They are happler to live in the hearts
of their en, than you in their midst, Fly, conquerom, on the traces
of the fugitivdl; upon those hordes of tartars who, intoxicated with blood,
intend to exterminato enlightaned America, to throw idto the dust the monv-
ments of geaius and virtus, but in vain, because you have saved tho country.
. “BOLIVAR

4 Headquarters of Valenein, 18th February, 1818; fourth year of the republic

snd second of war to death.”

‘What & besutiful eulogy is contained in this document, to Genersl Rihasl
Ribes, against whom adversity cannot prevaill . . . Napoleon had said of
himself, condgguing all the fiatteries which self-love could invent: * L'adesrsité
mo trowcerail au dessss do sss atleinte” .

This is the proper place to uay, that to his titles of trus greatness, the Libe-
rator jolned one of still more merit. He beheld without jealousy and
mortification, the fvme and glory of his subordinates. Preiseworthy disinter-
estedness, rare even in the greatest minds and as worthy as it is besutiful in
the midst of the susceptibilities of the military profeseion! Bolivar was
always first in recoguiring and pmuising the worthy actions of his frienda
Ribas, Urdaneta, Flores, Bilva, Sslom, Montilla, Tore (Fernando), Bantander,
Cordova, Boublette. . . . wore the constant objocts of great and well-deserved
eulogies. He narmed Gimrdot “ Liberator;” Marifio, “ Baviour of the country ;
Ribas, * hero, conqueror of tyrants;” Sucre, “intrepid and dexterous;" Balom,
 just ;7 D'Everenx, ‘;virtaous;” Brion, “ magnanimous;" Codetio, “ the brav-
est of the brave of Colombia;" Psez, ¢ the dauntless.” Bolivar ignored envy;
not as thoss false and double-dealing men, who feign the praise, bolding in
their hearts the pain of the good and prosperity of others. His kindness was
repaid by ingratitude, snd many requited his favors by insulte and upbruidings;
but his heart was like a heated farmace, in which glowed the flames of justice
and liberality.

Let us return to the course of the history.

Impellod by the emotions which are always caused by extraordinary feats, the
municipal corporation of Carsces resolved an sgreement to immortalize the
memory of General Ribas the conqueror, and addressed him an eloguent con-
gratulation, to which the worthy chieflain answered in these words:

“To ram Hoxomarx MumcipaL CORPORATION AXD DEPUTIES OF THE
PxorLx:

# The demonstrations with which your worships have honored me, and ths

honors which you have bestowoed on me, are oartainly the greatest, and whick,

imprinted on my hoart, shall be carxied by my gratitude to the other side of
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the tomb, The erection of a statue in memory of the battle of the 13th and .

* the triumpb of the arms of the republic at La Victoria, is undoubtadly the
highest honor to which s mortal ¢can sspire ; my services have not as yet passed
the limita of the duties imposed on me by my country ; and without deceiving
myself, conld not have conceived auny other. In Venerucla the General Libar-
ator is the only one who merits this recompense, to him it is that the country
owes its redemption, and to him alone should be attributed the higheat honoss ;
it is he who directs the helm of the government, he who commands and
crganizes the armies, and he it is, finally, who has Hberated Venezuela, If
your worships believe I have contracted any merit, and if my eervices marit
the approbatio# of my fellow-citizens, I join them ail and present them to
the coraideration of your worships, without any other ohbject than to sup-
plicate you to bestow exclusively these houors on the Genersl Liberator, I
racalve for sufficient recompense by the remembrance and demonsiration which
have been given to my country. The blood shed at La Victoria by the illus-
trious Caraquenians, and tho visible protection of the blessed Virgin of the Con-
ception, were thosa which saved the country on that mamorable day; I excoed-

‘ingly supplicate your worships, that all the recompense which is to be amigned
me to be distributed in benofit of s0 many widows and orphans who justly
merit the remembrance of the country; and I hopo that the corporation shall
set apart this day to bless the Mother of God with the title of -the Holy Con-
ception, ewearing to her an annual solemn feast day in the Holy Metropolitan
Charch, to which shall assist alt the corporations, and exhorting the rest of the
cities and towns to do the same in gratitude. I assure your worships tbat
thess are my desires, and, on my attaining them, they will engrave in my breast

- an eternal acknowledgment ; and I promise you in the beet faith that it is not
moderation which moves me to explain in these terms, but justice. Marble and
brnze can never satisfy the heart of a republican, but the gratitude and recogni-
tion by which I to day behiold mynelf distinguished by the citizens of the city
most worthy of freedom. The country exacts of me still greater services and
pacrificen ; she seea herself attacked by her enemies, and I, adding to my duty
the gratitude to this people, offer to this illustrious body not to sheathe my
sword until I see the temple of Janus closed. With the highest respect and
conzideration, I have the honor of helng your fellow citizen

. “ Jose FELIX Rrmas,

“Curacas, February 18, 1814, 4th and 24."

The Liberator, careful and diligent, as ons who knows of how much impor-
tance is celerity in war, took a portion of the troops of Ribas to reconncitre
the movements of Baves, and ordered him to march to Babana de Ocumare to
destroy Rosete, who had fortified himsalf at Yare. Ribas punctoally executed
the order, putting to flight the inhuman Spaniard. In the neighboring town
of Ocumare, the patriots beheld a most frightful spectacle: the strects strewn
with the dying and dead bodies, the greater part composed of women and
children, The whole of that unhappy town was put to the sword by the sub-
ordinatos of Boves, What scencs of horror and blood! What martyrdoms |
Together 1aid in fearful quiet, hands, feet, heads, which appertained to different
bedice.

“ On communicating to you,” Gencral Ribas wrote to the Governor of Caracas,
& the horrore which I have behold in this town, at the same time that I ghiver,
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maks me swear an implacable hatred against the carnivorous Spaniards. They
have eacrificed to their ambition moro than three hundred innoceuat victiros |
Hesps of bodies and dismembered limbe, is the spectacle with which they have
left adorned the miserable stroets of this town| With the bodies and muti-
Iated human limbs, bave they paved the streetal It is moet forcible to revengoe
American blood. The victims of Ocumare call out to all those who have the
honor of govarning in the free country of America. I repeat my oath, and I
offer that I shall never forgive any mnens to chastise and exterminste this evil
race."™*

Ribas took possession, amongst other things, of the private effects of Rosete
sad his corespondence, by which he was informed of the plan of revolution
concealed with the prisoners of La Guayra and Caracas. There was also found
an iron brand in the shape of s P, with which Roscte designed to stamp the
brows of the patriots and their children.t

This iror brand of barbarity waa deposited at Onracas, with the object of
expoaing it to the sight of the people.

Oh, unfortunate country in which were to be branded the friends and de-
fenders of independence |

At the same time thet the battalions of Boves were marching upon Aragus,
the situation of the Liberator at Valencia and that of the patriots at Carscas
snd La Guayrs, was very critical. They beheld themselves surrounded on all
gides by enemiss. It was of the utmost necessity to form armies, and thero
were no men. Caracas was drained by the continual dmfts, and the case had
aiready arrived when the authoritics by an edict exacted that * children of
twelve years of age should present themselves to take up srms.” In such
pressing circumstances the independonts wers not only obliged to defend them-
selves from cruel enemies who had sworu their extermination without pity, but
also to guard and keep in prison morze than cne thousand Bpaniards and
islenos, whom it wns necesssry to shut up to prevent them from conspiring
aguinst the republic]

The Liberator until now had complled with the decres of “ war to dea
with repuguance, and only against prisoners {aken with arms in their hands
Thus can be axplained the existence of such a large number of Bpaniards and
islefios detained in our prisons, As long as clemency could be exercised with-
out injury to the republic, Bolivar and his officers wers merciful They knew
well that excessive severity and vengeance dim the lustre of virtue. But now
the siate of affairs required the greatest rigor. The armed royalista Boves,
Lizon, Rosete, Morales, shame to human kind, opprobrium of the Spanish
rame, behaved themsolves like wild bessta; the prisoners conspired in their
dangeons ; the news of the davastations and the greateet ruin arrived every
moment; now there were the wild joys of the fessts of Bt John at Puerte
Cabello ;{ again the brutal vengeances and slanghters of Barquisimeto, in

#* Decree of the 81st of February, insarted in * La Gaceta de Caracas,” No, 44,

$+ At the battle of Aranre there was tuken from Yafles another iron brand, figur-
ing the letter R, republican, rebed, or relapeed, which brand was intended to mark
the foreheads of the Americans.

$ In many of the towns there exista the enstom of colebrating the feast of Bt
John. The besieged of Fuerto Cabello celebrated the 24th of Juns, 1818, and
nothing seamed more pleasing to them than toshoot four patriots having the name-
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which not only the prisoners bot the infirm, were mutliated in the most bar-
barohs manmer; now the murder of Ramon Tovar, who, placed in stocks of
two feet, and with hardly any movement; recelved more than sixty blows with
8 cutlass, until ho expired without any bodily form (inhumanity unworthy of
cannibals |) ; again, the execution of the virtous Merced Abrego, accused of
having embroidered a aniform for Bolivar, and beheadsd, after the termination
of a quarre]l stirred amongst themsclves “ of who should have the preference
of cutting off her head ;" some remember tho fearful elanghter executed by
Don Bartolome Lizon in the valleys nf Cucuta; others that which Calzada
executed at Ospino, Boves at La Puerta and st Curs; thoss of Roeete at
Ocumare, causing entire towns to disappesr by the edge of ths 8panish sword.
How much bloodshed! In the moment of these remembrances there arrived
to the hands of Bolivar a communication from the c¢itizen Leandro Palacio,
commandant of La Guayrs, congalting hith ¢ what he should do in an instant of
peril with the multitude of Spaniards who existed in the prisous of the fort,
they being very numerous and the garrison very small” The reply of the Lib-
orator was ahort and decisiva (February 8th) :

“I order you to put to the sword immediately all the Bpanierds imprisoned
in those cells and in the hospital without any exception.”

He communicated the same order to the military avd clvil suthorities of
Caracas, which order was conducted by Raimundo, Rendon Barmiento.

In this manner 856 Bpaniards and fslefios parished, victims of the unheard-of
cruelties of the royalist chiefl . . . . .

Ribas being abeent from Caracas, the military government of the city had
been confided to the care of Colonel Jusn Bantists Arismendi, snd it was ho
who carried out such & tremendous execution, With too much ersctitude
was it executsd, with too much oruelty also, as is said ; “but it is necessary,” cb-
serves Baralt, “ to agree that the patience of & saint could not have tolerated the
excessen of the royalist chiefs, and that at each step new offences increased to
an unsposkable point the hatred and anger.”

The exscution of the-Bpaniards was described by s writer opposed to Ameri-
can independencs, as & useless atrocity, the result of frenxy sud revenge. It is
not to be doubted that innocenes suffored, as all those sacrificed should not have
merited the penalty; but it is not the fault of Bolivar. In great circumstances,
a8 Tacitus has already remarked, thers is hardly any remedy without some in-
Justice, which Is compensated by the common benefit.® Those who have writ-
ten before me the history of Colombia have endesvored to justify Bolivar in this
act, searching in the doctrine of poople's rights and in the history of Bonaparts,
sopports to its designs. Excused labor! The Liberator caused to be publicated
a “ Manifesto,” which was signed by his SBecretary of Biate, Antonio Mutios
Tebar (14th of February, 1614), in which he puts forth the painful neoessity of
the sentence which, in aptagonism with his characteristic generosity, he pro-
nounced the 8th of February.

A

of Joum: they did so, sonfiding the execution to the Spanish Captain Urblets, &
monster of erueity, who lad them to the scaffbld, with blows, amongst others the
dlgtingwished Venmmalan Juan Tinooo.

% Habet aliquid ex iniquo omne magnum exenplum, qood contra siagulos utill-
tate pablica rependiter. (Tacye, Ann, lib. 4)
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As thls document s not mfficiently imown, snd s Importance being of a
superior order, I determine to publish it w follows:

Which in made by the Becretary of Btate, the citisen Antonio Munos Tébar,
by order of His Excellency, the Liberstor of Venezuela

At the shedding of the blood of the 8pauish prisoners at La Guayrs, that
portion of the world cognizant of our events, will applaud s measure which was

imperinusly demanded, for some time past, by the justice and intarest of almost
one half of the Universe. The Btate of our position, sketched alongside the
history of the anteceding events, will make evident to those who have ignored
our sufferings, and the generosity which increased them, the necessity of the
sentence, which, contrary to his characteristic humanity, the sapreme chiof of
the republic has pronounced. We will not mention three centuries of illegiti-
mate usurpation, during which the S8panish government spread on all sides op-
probrium and calamity upon the namerous population of pesceful America.
Under the blood-sprinkled walls of Quito, where Bpain first cut asumder the
rights of nature and of nations. From that moment of 1810, during which was
shed the blood of the Quiregas, Balinas, etc., they placed in our hands the sword
of retaliation to revengo that upon all Bpsniards. The bonds which unite peo-
ple were cut in twain by them; and for this only aad firet act, the blame of the
crimoe and misfortunes which have followed, should fall back upon the first
infractom.

The sonala of generneity will preserve that of the government of Caracas
during the revolution of the 19th of April that year. In wain did a reeenting
population demand the deaths of the authors of the public evila; the firm re-
sistance of that govenment saved them. If they expe! Empiéran, s governor
bom in the midst of & revolotion in the other continent ; if (o the members of
the Bupremea Court, Anca, Bastdre, Garcia, Bpanish magistrates loathed for their
avil-doingy, atill they show the greatest considemation for their persons in these
prococedings, and afford them large sums of money for their mpport. The new
directoys of the destinies of a fres people seem to occupy themselves more of ™
the fata of the tyrsnts than to secure by an energy pmper to the circumatances,
their newly born Hberty. Indifferent to the machinations of the conaspirators,
they satisfy themselves in giving to some passports, buying the property of
those who were embarrassed with them, to go and enjoy them with impunity
in other countries. Although bound by the most solemn oaths not to tarm
against us their arms, disregarding religion as much as humanity and the rights
of the people, it is those who, taken in the presont war, have been chastised by
the sword of the lawe which condemn them, and bave expisted their pejuries,
treasons, and assassinations,

Many who were elevated to the first offices; many who were the most dis-
tinguished chiefs of the republic, Liamosss, Pascual Martines, Marti, Golrs,
Budis, Ixidoro Quintero, have been our most cruel persscutom* Quintero, who

@ The Government of Caracas then wished to establish the strictsst vnion
between Americans aad Spaniards, placing so much confidence in the lattor, that
it was som, not without the jeslousy of the former, that ahmost all the suthority
and powers weare deposited in their hands. The Junta Suprems was presided over
by Llamosss, and its secretaries Moreno, Roy and Gonsales ; the fortremses of La
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had been Ioaded down with hobors by the people and government, who ob-
tained permission to send to the hostile province of Coro sums of monoy to hils
relations, being perhaps only s pretaxt to help that government in the innsion
which afterwards subdued Venezueln!

In effect, our soldiers frightened by the phenomsnas of nature during t.ho
memorable earthquake of the 26th March, 1812, led astray by superstition
preached to them by some deceiving fanatics, ullowed the oxpedition com-
manded by Monteverde to penetrate into the West. Burrounded on all sides
by ruing, we beheld at the same timo the inhumane eacrifice of our most inno-
cent brothren, Antofianzas and Boves, entering Calabozo and San Juan de loa
Morros, murdered with their own hands, slmost without any exception, the in-
babitants of the first place, peaceful herdsmen ; and those of the secund, labor-
ers of the soil; the aged man who, loaded down with years and infirmities,
ignores on hia death-bed the revalutions of governments, the agriculturist who,
never having taken up arms, recognizes only the authority of the priest whom
he venerates. Their bodies separated from their heads shall shed immortal
blood for our posterity. This will know that the bloody Boves and Antofian-
zas caused somo to tske between their teoth the muzlea of muskets, to die-
charge their contents into their throats ; that others still living serred as  tar-
get for thelr ahots, to practice their soldiors 1n the use of their lances and aabres,
‘Two years have elapsed, and still can be seen impaled at 8an Juan de los Mor-
ros a swinging human skeleton,

An unwary chief believes, that surrendering, he can soothe the fury of the
tyrant; ho flatters himself to sscure the lifo repnse and proparty of the Vene-
zuelans by n capitnlation. Hardly under its shelter the tyrant succeeds in en-

CGusym and Poerto Cabello, commanded by Fernandez and Rule ; the troope in the
oast by Moreno ; those of the weet by Jalon ; the artillery by Bdoedo the national
incomes managed by Franco, Bata and Alustiza ; and sll the administrations, or
almost all the lucrative and secure posta in the intetior, were also confided to
Bpaniards, This disinterestedness and other remarkable acla of confidence, were
not sufficlent to satlate thelr proud impatience ; and by the month of October of
the same year (1810) the conspiracies of these wicked men began to bresk out
agulust the established govarnment and the lives of the Americans.

The project being discovered, the conspirators, tried and condemned by a court of
Jjustice, it seemed consequent that they should be bekeaded ; but Caracas, unwill-
ing to stain with blood the pages of tha history of her revoluticn, puts aside the
soverity of the merited penalty and is satisfied with giving a passport to some and
imprisoning others, belleving that she could by force of favors domesticate the
forocity of her enemlies ; very soon she saw her error in irremediable injuries ; the
commissionar Cortabarria from Puerto Rico, had undermined the provinces and
sown discord in their interior towns, and even in their principal cities. During
the first days of July, 1811, tho conspiraciea of the Spaniards and islefioa broks out
st Caracas and Valencia. Many were taken with arms in their hands on the even-
ing of the 11th of said month ; and when it wss just and even necossary to take
their lives on the spot, they were tried by law snd only slxteen ware condamned ;
the rest were pardosed in contradiction to the popular dictamen that our ruin
should be followad by s0 mnch tlameney ; but the govarnment could not persuads
itself of so much furlous obetinacy, nor of the fatal resnlts of ita modemmtion in
favor of such implacable enemies, who, under its shelter, had all the time they
wished to conspire, all that was to be dlcutodbythdrnngunm,ddndhgtbn
uawary peopls whom they were aftarwards to daatroy.
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shing some of the towns whare he receives only testimonies of docility, when
ho breaks through the inviolable and sacred contract which had raised as an
iosaperable barrier between him and ours; a contract which has ited the
impetus of the most sdvage peopls, subduing ambition, cupidity and vengeance
by reciprocal and solemn promisés. To leave no douabt of the crims, to give it
new polish, they confirm their offers by their proclamations, which are no ssoner
publicated than vinlated.
Suddenly the scenc in Venesuels {5 changed. The buildings which had re-
tisted the convulslons of the earthquake, are scarcely sufficient to receive the
pasons brought in arrested, from all parts, Dwallings are transformed into
jails; men into prisoners. The emall number of Bpaniards and islefos, the
soldlers of the despot. women and the recent born, are the only ones exoepted
The rest, either they hide themsoclves in the most remote forests, nr they are
boried in stifling dungeons, where a cruel skill prevents the entrance of light
aod air; or they are besped in those very rvoms, where before they had fulfilled
the duties of social life, where they had found joy under the auspices of inno-
cence, and enjoyed the wealth gained by the sweat of their brows. Now afflict-
ed by irons, despoiled of their property, and in misery, pestilance, and suffocs-
tion, the religious and the soldier, the citizen and the countryman, the rich and
the poor, the septusgenary and the infant not yet arrived to the age of reason.
Those who had been invested by the people with supreme power, were yoked
to stocks in the most public places; tho moet distioguished persons tied hands
and feet, placed on beasts of burden, who dashed some to pleces on the rocka
They traveled in this state from one and the other prisons. Aged men and the
dying tied moat brutally, in bands of twonty and thirty, passed thus a whols
day without food or drink, nor rest, in climbing by inaccessible roads,
Agriculture, industry snd the movement of commerce was not any longer to
be soen in a country prostrate under slavery. The manufactories rendered use-
lesn, the stores robbed ; there only remained the vestiges of past greatness, In
the almost deserted cition were to be seen only a fow cattle feeding on the grass;
nothing was heard bexides the cries of ,the wives, the brutal insults of the sol-
dier, the faint laments of the wnman, the ¢hild, the aged who died of hunger.*
Virtue, talenta, population, wealth, even the fuir sex, are condemned or suffer.
Crismen, accusations, brutal vengeance and misery increase, The same chief
who rewards a false accuser, diaregurds or chastises the resolute man, who dares
to sustain the language of truth, Those who feed his passions, who flatter his
vanity, who desire to hathe themselves in innocent blood, compgse his ad-
visers, and oracles. Thus the system of ferocity gradually increases, from per-
fidies, theft and outrsges they pass to greator excesmea, Perceiving that the
zen die too slowly in their prisons, they carry them to-the scaffold, and even
then, requiring too much apparatus, and not shedding ss much blood as they
desire, they destroy entire populations, tortures are invented ; the last painful
moments of the victims are prolonged by means unknown, until now, to the
most wicked minds,
Aragua, in tho East, is the new scene of the atrocities. - Zunzola is the head
of the executioners; a Joathsome man, if the clasa of his iniquities can place
him amongst our fellow beings. All succumb under his blows, and those who

*Thhmth&&upudﬁondvmdmthom&sof December, 1812,
January and February, 1818,
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once inhabitad Aragns have nover been sean sincs.. Never has such s slanghter
been exocuted. Children were murdered on the very breasts of their mothwrs ;
the samo knife divided their necks. Even the fostus in the womb irritated
theso frantic men; they destroyed it with more fmpatience than the tiger his
prey. Not only did they attack the living, but it could be said that they wers
conspiring that none shoald be born to occupy the world.

The foetus in the maternal womb was as guilty to the minds of Zuazola and
his fellow soldiers, as the women, aged men, snd the remaining inhabitants of
Aragos, The locality of this town, in the intarior of the plains, far from the
capita), did not allow it to take any sctive part in the political inmovations.
Notwithstanding its population was most horribly exterminated, the S8paniards
recreated themselves in beholding the tortures ; they would change them ; bat
fn o1, they delayed by the most cruel ekill the sufferings of nature. They fisyed
some alive, throwing them afterwards into polsonous and pestilential swamps ;
they would pare off the soles of the foet of others, and in this state they would
force them to run over eharp rocks: others they would cut off the beard along
with the skin ; to all, before or after having murdered, they cut off the eam,
Some catalans of Cumana bought them at the price of gold as ornaments for
their houses ; to feast themselves with the sight; to sccustom their wives and
children to the rage of their feslinga.

History had spoken to us about the proecriptions, which the mmbition of
tyrants, fear or hatred had dictated ; of the base joy of othems, contsmplating
heaps of bodies which had been murdered by their orders; but they were their
enemiea; they believed thess the surest means of eecuring their usurpation.
To cat open the womb which bears the seed of & new being; to give unheard-
of tortures to children, virgina, . ., . was only reserved for our tyranta
Spain alone has discovered this means ; and woare the unhappy examples which
have made them known. The vichories of the haroes of Maturin, causs the
acene to be transported to Eepino, Calabozo and Barinas, Every day our most
distinguished countrymen were brought to the scaffuld®* These spectacles
would have been repeated to us every day, if the Granadanian soldiers, vietori-
ous on the flelds of Cucdta and Carache, had not rushed to liberate us,

Neither the continual superiority of the liberating arms, nor the pride which
victory inspires nor the recent remembrance of so many outrages, change in
our victorfous chiefs the generosity of the principles which distinguishes vs no
much from the enemy. The clemency of the confqueror consents to the capitu.
lation proposed by Governor Fierro, when it was a delirium to ask it ; and if
before we were amazed at the cruelties which they committed on the Venoruelan
poople, now it cannot be conccived, how they turned themsolves against their
own most compromised class, abandoning it to our resentments, and annulling
the copitulation which protected it. All the Spanish prisoners were left at
discretion. Monteverds himself did not doubt in expressing it. He refussd
to sanction the capitulations given to Budias and Marmol ; and declared to the

# {t 1s Xnown by all that Boves, under the pretaxt of & popular commation,
caused to be put to the sword at Espino all men that were capablo of boaring arms,
amongst them the Chlef Justios Bolivar. Juan Bautista Riverel, Negrote and
others, were also murdered at Calaboso; and at Parinas, Colonel Antonio Nicolas
Bricafio and seven more officors, taken prisoners along with him, elght citisens of
the most reputation in the dty, et
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face of the world that they did oot have suthority 1o make them. They should
bave paid it with their hesds. Magoanimity ssved them. Even stll more
exaggenated in generosity than they in treason, it was proposed to the com-
mander of Puerto Cabello to include that place, making kuwwn to him that
in csse of ot ceding to reaston and mecomity, all individuals pertsining to the
Bpanish nation shonld be exterminated,

His denial was not sufficient to canse us to falflll our threats, and many who
enjoyed full liberty, and returned this kinduness by proceeding to the valleys of
Tuy and Tacata, to the low lands and to the West, where they fired those in-
nurections, the most replste of crimes, whose sorrowful results will make them-
wlves be felt for many ysars to come, amotnting to more than 10,000, those
whom they have deprived of existence, sinct the month of Beptember, 1818, ot
which time the expedition from Bpain amived at our shores.

What foarfal devastation, what s universal slaughter, the marks of which
will not be washed out even by centuries! The exeorstion which will attend
on the nunes of Yaties and Boves will be a8 lasting as the evils which they
bave caused. Bands of robbers set out to execute the ruin. Steel kills those
who breathe; fire devours the dwellings apd all that which resists steel.
On the highways are seen persons of both soxes stretched lifsless ; tho
citi exhale the corruption of the unburied. On all of them can be re-
rmarked the progrem of sorrow, In their oyes tarm from the sockets, in
thelr bodfes, lanced, in thiose who have beem dragged st the horees’ tail.
Ko religious succor is given by those who convert intn ashes the temples
of the Omnipotent and the sacred images. In Merids, in Barinas, in Oaracas,
there is scarcely s city or o town, which has not experisnced the desclation.
But the capital of Barinas, Gussare, Bobare, Barquisimeto, Cogedes, Tinaguillo,
Nitgwa, Guayos, Sas Joaquin, Villa de Curs, Valleys of Bartovento, are the most
wmbappy people of all ; some of them bave boen consumed by flames, other,
bave uo longer inhabitanta, Barinas, where Puy put to the sword 500 persona
and thete would have been ssyenty-four more, if the prompt entry of our
arma in that city had mot allowed the executioners time eufficlent to
folfill their infernal mission.® Guapare and Araure, where Liendo and Salss,
benefactors of the Bpaniards, are those moet maltrested in receiving their mur-
derous blowa, Bobare, where they struck off the legs snd arms of the priscners
made on that very spot, and in Yaritagus and Barquisimoto,

To 80 many motives of indignation was added the discovery of a conspira-
tion of the prisoners of La Guayrs, after our defest of the 10th November,
1818, ax Barquinimeto ; 'a conspimcy fully justified, even with the genuine
proofs of the weapons which they hid from our dght, under the flings of the
bolts of the prisons and the irons of those who had them.

A pardon given, putting aside the public vengeance, was employed s the

* Pay being informed at Barinas, by ons of his aids, that the republlcan troops,
haring conguered Ceballos, ware already crossing tho river in its peighborhood,
saked him : ** Will skey not give give us muflicient time to finlah with the seventy-
four who are impriscned ¥’ The other, preoccupled by the same fear which had
made him see oor army crossing the river, when aa yet it was some leagues sway,
be replied, “ No,” and thos they were saved frozn the Spanish ferocity by the
shameful Aight of Pay. The city of Barinas being evacuated anew, ke ro-entered,
and then reslizad s universal slanghtsr of as many as were In it, indiscriminately.
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noble means of dissoading them forever from further attempts, confounding
their raving andacity by the severlty manifested on ten of the principal ring-
leaders. )

From the first siege of Puerto Cabello the Bpaniards axposed inevitably to our
fires the prisoners; those old prisoners, victims of decelt, dragging their chaios
for nearly two years, or dying for want of food, or by the most painful fatigues,
Qur revenge is to procure an exchange in favor of their prisoners, a proposition
made by us on six or seven occasions, and as many times denied, notwithstand-
ing that the last ones advised the determination of taking the lives of the pris-
oners if they would not accept according to the uaages of war, ‘That abomins-
tion waa repeated in those days; it is now necessary to retaliate; snd for hsr-
ing put to an equal fato the Spanish prisonors, four of the unhappy ooes whem
they imprisoned were immediately shot. They themsslves gave s their names,
*“de Pellin, Osorio, Pulido, Pointet” Death has put an end to their long suf-
ferings, and their ashes now rest from the agonies fn which they were plunged.

The propositions for exchange were redterated, again they were refused. Al
most all the parleys, who on the good faith offered by themselves were the con-
ductors among others the venarable priest Garcia de Oriigoes, have been do-
tained, violently imprisoned, some lashed and condsmned to the public works
To what race of monstara belong the S8paniards whose thirst for blood did not
except their own accomplices? There is no class of acts, there is no violstion,
there is no perfidy which they have nct committed on all sides to caase us
undoubtadly to retaliate on their inexperienced countrymen, Our patience has
surpassed their provocationa, till the public weal being endangered, has axacted
their sacriflce to secure it.

The prisoners of La Guayra in agreement with Boves, Yanez, and Rosets, the
combinutions of sedition would have preponderated if Providence had not put
into our handa the Bght which has guided vs throngb the darkmees of crime.
Yanez by Barinas, Boves by Villa of Cura, Roscte by Ocumare attack na. The
plot of the prisoncrs against the government is revealed, and joining to the
convictinn of It the clamors more vehement than ever of the people, their dscap-
ftation was ordered. At the same time Rosete, carrying out on his side his
part of tho agreement, puts the natives of Ocumare to 8 horrible end. Bome
are mutilated without regard to age or sex; three in the church and on the
altars, three hundred memberless bodiea of onr brethren lay spresd in the streets
and neighborhood of the small town ; they nail to the windows and door thoes
parts of their bodies of which modesty prevents the mention.® This news canses

* Communication of the Presbyter Juan de Orta to Proviscr and VicardGeneml:

*1 give your worship notles that on the 11th inst. this town was attacked by s
band of robbers, led by the barbarous axd bloodthirsty Rosets, It had the mis-
fortune to snccumb in such & manner that its consequencea exasperats the homan
mind. More than three handred bodies of the persons moet dlstingaished for
thelr adheston to our Hberty, cover the streets, ditches and hills of its vicinity.
The cries of the widows and orphans is es universal as it is irroparable; as the
whole town was robbed and piliaged till nothing was left usefnl to repose, prescr-
‘vation and the commodities of Hfe, The most insenslble and unchristian heart
- canrat behold, without pain, the sorrowfal and horri¢ spectacie which tha fervelty
and mapacity of some unheard-of men, traced, and who ahsll ba the opprobrizn
and dagradation of rational nature. Bat it Is not this only which scandalises and
terrifies ; the eanctuary of the living God was viclated with the greatest insult
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s to fly to arms in defense of humanity, when Rosate, only seven hours distant
from Caracas, was approaching in the confidence that thoss who were already
executed wonld have realized thoir escape; but this infamous man filas away as
cowardly as he was cruel, even leaving in our power his papers. "We pee rati-
fied in them the conspirsey of the Spanish priscners. By their plans, surpris-.
ing the guards who watched them, and taking posscssion of the port, they
were to co-opemte on that side towarda the disenlution of our forces. The fite
of the town of Ocumare waa reserved to all the rest of Vencznels, Bome few
whom they would have preserved, perhaps for their service, were to be hranded
with & P for their perpetual ignnminy.*

and implety. The blood of three Innocent victims secking shelter in ita sncrad
privilage sprickled the pavement: Jose I Machillanda in the choir, J. A. Rolo in,
the middle of the principal sisle, and J. Diaz on the main altar. Its door all closed
by four prieets, who, in union with the people, wore elovating thelr prayers to the
Almighty, were broken down with axge, and entering, they did the mama to the
wardrobes where the sucred robes were kept; I, meanwhile, mounted on » horee,
went to the spiritual suocour, and placed at the head of the troops who presided
ite fate, and prayed to the Lord for the defence of our town; as much baecanse the
military commander ordered me, a8 the greater part of the defendern conxisting of
nmy tander flock, I oould not behold them with indifference and cowardlse In such evl-
dent peril. The horse was torlce wounded, and falling to the ground, and seeing
the fight loat, I flew to the forest, where [ remained hid during eleven days, until
our iroops retarnsd. My mind afflicted by such ruin, by the loss of ail my coun-
trymen, by hunger, by thirst, by the climate and severity of the weather, my health
could not certainly resist the enormous weight of the ¢ure of souls. In the foresta
Imved all sacred vessels of gold and eilver which I had hid in anticipation ; only
s small plate appertaining*to the wine-holder has been lost ; of the gurments, they
took & white gown along with Its amica of finglinen, five altar clotha of embroid-
ered muslin, two altar covers, one acolyte dreas. Tha pricsta who remalned in the
charch, after having shed bittor tearn of sorrow and pity, and baving miraculoasly
eecaped with thelr lives, beholding the sanctunry profaned, violated and filled with
the excrement, urine and Slthinces of thnee beastly nnd savage hordes, took charge
of bleseing anew the temple, and immediately exccuted and performed the divine
services, undoubtedly to mitigate and caunse to dissppear the hatred and fary of
the tyrant. I bave abstained from all exerciso In it, untll having informed your
worship from whom I expect the corresponding orders. I cannot do less than
insinunte to your worship the utter misery of so many just and Innocent souls, so
that if it is possible for you to sucoour them to exacute this act of charity. The
commandant-genaral and chief of the army has belped them with remarkable

piety. God keep your worship in his care.
* February 22, 1814." “ PRESBYTRR JUAN DE ORTA.

#* On the 4th of February, an islefio who had been pat tn liberty with permissdon
to embark, denonnced to the government of Caracas that Carlos Garcia had oonn.
seled him not to depart, as the blow was abont to be given which was to free all
the prisoners. Garcia being bronght up and the lnvestigation made, it resulted to
be the eame project dlscovered in SBeptember, which had boen left unpunished, the
ringlesders not appeuring, in spite of the complicity which could bs seen with
the consplracy chastised ot Lo Guayra, and of the advicos recelved from the
Antilles, whero the Spaniards spoko aloud abont this plan. On the night of the
6th 1t was proved by fact; on the road of La Guavrs, between Crnz and the hill
of Sanchorqul, setveral Bpanlards and inlefios escaped or were placad in libersy,
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After the light of truth had made known to us the secret of their machins-
tiona, to shslter them any longer was to shelter in onr bosom the vipers who
wore to poison us with their fangs ; it was to be an accomplice to their crimes,
it waa fooding thelr plota; it was risking manifoetly the destiny of the repubiic,
whoge former losa had been cauged hy tho rebellion of the Bpanish prisonc in
the fort of Puerto Cabello, who, posseasing it on the 1st July, 1812, caused the
rest of Veneruela to succumb immediately. Justice and humumnity should tri-
umph over their dark projects, Yafiez was quartered at Oapino in the order of
combat ; Boves was coanguered at la Victoria; the bands of Roseto dispersed
at Ocumare, and the prisoners executed, The forces which had been occupied
in guarding them, have since been able with security to march out to fight the
enemy. .

Generosity in vain spoke too much time in their favor; for too much tims
had the government been deaf to the clamors of the peopls; it was even pre-
pering to transport them to other countries to enjoy liberty. A cantinued
series of transgresaions had been tolerated on our part; propositions of exchangs
were made to eave thern. We have had to repent for so much indulgence:
those who owed us their lives have conspired against ours. New crimes, new
perfldies, have caused in the daye of liberty, around and in our midst, evils
atill greater than the former.

The Spanieh prisoners have been put to the sword, when their impunity
enforeed the hate of their companions, when their conspiracies in the very midst
of their prisons, hardly quelled, when they are again renewed, have imposed on
us the savere measure, to which we had boen authorized for a long time by the
right of retaliation, In orderto restrain tha torrent of devastation, to drain this
inundation of human blood, for which the supreme authority is mpondble to
the divive, it has given an example which will cause the rest to take warning,
who relying until now upon the Jinduess, which had been the shicld of those,
would protect them.

‘What haa been the object of so many treasons, cruelties, conspiracies, perfi-
dles, repeated tranagressions against the laws, against bonds, the rights of ns-
tions, and of tbat devastation of Venezuels, which the pen can never describe!
They do not aapire to establish an emplre; their object is to destroy all. Ty
snny itaelf, that it may exist, is obliged to pemevere. The plantations, the herds
of cattle, the works of art, the excellencies of luxury, the wealth of tha cities, aro
the incentives of the conquerora. Neither the Bpaniards nor these are conguer
ors; they are the hordes of Tartars who wish to eatablish the traces of dvilita-
tion, to cut down with their eavage axe the monuments of art, to stifle induos-
try, the very matters of the first necessity. Their desire ia ro other than s per-
severance of cruelty, an instinet of mischievousness, which causes them to em-

assembled with fire-arms and sido-arms, and, in company with some renagade Ameri-
cans, they hogan to murder all that came or went by. The first who managed to
escapo gave notlee st onn o'clock at night; & body of riflamen et out to recon-
noitrs, and which it waa neocessary to incresse the following day, on which there
were found fresh bodies on the sides of the road, two women Included, one of them
with child. The persecution continued in concord with the commandant of La
Guayrs and the governars of Maignitia, Carnynts and Antimano, untll thers wers
no traces left of these wssaming, who have explated their crimes with their blood ;
and the erms and munitions have been taken with which they ware marching to
deitroy the government,
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ploy their barbarity against cven themselves. Behold, then, O Veneruelans,
the advantages offered you by these chiefs, whom you looked upon before the
revolation as highwsymen! You, who unwary follow their banners, reflect
upon the reward you will recsive: to be involved in an abeolute extermination.
When the seed of generations shall be destroyod, when cities shall be reduced
" to rubbish; when nature iteelf shall bo aanihilated, then abandoning Vepe-
wiels a8 & haunt for wild beasts, the views of the Bpaniards belng satisfled,
ahall go to those other.regions of fertile Americs to complete the destruction
of the New World. The origin of this evident undertaking unfolds itself
in Veneznela, Mexico and Buenos Ayres, to cover over finally the Intermadiate
pointa! Peopls of America| read in the events of this war the Spanish inten-
tions ; reflect on the destiny which is being prepared for you. In order mot to
disappear from the face of the earth, docido what road Is left to you. Nationa
of the world | who certainly do not desire that one half of the world be extin-
guished, know our encmies, You will deduce the incvitable alternative, that
either we must or they most be immolated. You will be just: s handful of
upetarts should not prevail upon millions and millions of civilized men. You
already appland our final indispensable smtence, and the suffiage of the Und-
verso is that which most justifies it.
Axroxio Mufioz TEBAR.

Headgquarters of San Mates, February 14, 1814,
13
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