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RE Liberator had hardly disembarrassed himself of the cares caused by the
1. Institution and the government, and which had brought him to Caracas,
when be turned his eyes to the war which threatened to deluge In blood the
vast extension of our territory. He reviewed the parka and forces of Caracas;
he visited Is Gusyra so as to inform himself personally of the position and
state ofafairathen; and on his rtteahe marched with the velocity that was
proper to him, to the besieging lines of Puerto Othello, by way of the valleys
of Angus and Ocumare de is Costa, whose fort he n.ntinsii on the 16th.

On passing Sabana, the enemy opened on him a spirited fire, but uselessly.
The Liberator had promised himself that the siege of Puerto Othello should

now give the best and long-wished-for results, because the fleet of Cumana
composed of six schooners-of war and a small gunboat, had already commenced
to capture valuable prizes; but on reviewing the line, am I have said, and giving
the most necessary orders, be was astonished by the news communicated to
him that Colonel Arrioja, depending on Marino, had disappeared, along with
the body of troops he commanded, at the same time that the chief of the fleet,
along with his vessels, which had sided so efficaciously In the blockade, was also
retiring by a terminating order which he had received from Marino himselt
He was informed finally, that this one, on the eve of setting out at the head of
a brilliant army to the help of the west, bad resolved to suspend his march.

Tortured by envy because Bolivar should receive the applause of the people,
agitated by that fttalspirit of rivalry which is more irreconcilable than hate,
Marino fell back Into his former anxieties, when be nceFved news of the net of
the Sd of January, and, changing his mind, he issued orders contrary to the
solicited help, and which be had seemed disposed to give. The Liberator
alanned, called P1st to him, who was commanding the fleet, and by force of
entreaties he detained him; he wrote to Maxine a most forcible letter, linpior-
big his co-operation to destroy the common enemy, and ass man of forethought
be enclosed in the letter an acknowledgment of the authority of Marino over
the provinces of the east; a principal point which abonld adilitate It all, is In
effect it did, because Mailno from that moment remained satisfied, and began
to move his a.MlIary forces.

(l'16)
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Unhappily It was now sirosdy too late to impede evils of — consequence I
The plains had been lost; Bova, Indefatlgsble, tocioua and munadM at
the head of undisciplined and blood-thirsty hordes, was occupying Cilsboa,
and had sworn to the extermination of the American race; war bad bet
Inflamed snow In the western provinces; Taste, the Isles; had recrossed the
Apure 	 he was threatening Baden with two thousand horoena

The year 1814 bad dawned with bright bopa but very soon they were
changed Into cruel and modal sufferings.

Fatal change of things I Ordinary condition of our nature, that joys ws
dampened and altered by misfortunes!

And the Spaniards aided on their design of Sn and American atetns-
lion, with a wickedness of mind so lasting and implacable, that the slaughtea
and calamities which history relates of Atila and Gengiskan, seem cbflA
Play compared with those of Bova and his felIow..oidlem.

* When Bores was victorious In a battle, he would say, and with renoc, Ad As
had goOsed, and when fortune was adverse and be was defeated, he would say. sad
Won with reason, that he had set low; because, his purpose being to exterminate
the Amerlean flee, that they should die on one or the other We was the same
thing to his sanguinary views. On account of this he did kill innocent peopl4
peaceful citizens, children. the Infirm, these who yielded, women, soldiers InferS
monster! This purpose of Bores and his followers was an well known, that In a
communication October 81, 1814 Thld-Marshsl Don Francisco Montaivo said to
the minister of war In Spain what follows: "Don Jose toniss Bores and lbs
who imitate him, do not distinguish between delinquent. and Innocents; all £5
for the crime (to their eyes) of having been born In America." And nnftetinsdy
Bores was net alone In this purpose. Zerbeth wrote toMcnteverde hun o (zIbs
the 18th of June, 18*8: "There Is no other alternative, air, than a military go!-
erument which Will put to the sword 

all 
these and lntmous erecies. less

asaure you that not one of those who shall Sil into my hands shall esape? Brigs,
diet-General Plano, a men advanced In years, who appeared to be endowed uñth
better feelings, wrote on the 29th of December, 1814, to one of his countrymen:

"Punto Curio,	 bar 29, 1814
- Fnznr Farnu :—Thanks be to God that we have concluded with the iS

of this gang at knaves who bad tam refuge In the Impregnable Matuxin; thee
yet remain a few wandering In the mountains, and to say the truth, to extinguish
this American rabble, It Is necessary not to leave one alive; and thus It I. that It
the last battles more than twelve thousand men have perished on one and the
other side; fortunately the greater put Cnxoza and Spaniards very rare. If It
was possible to obliterate eli Ameriwn. It would be better; for undeceive yourself.
we are In the am of extinguishing the whole 5a....t generation, because they
are all our enemies, and If the people have not risen, It Is because they have n
been able. It being wonderfUl to observe that the most exalted are than born of
Spaniards. Finally, my dear Mend, we should sow Internal war between the
ereoles, so that they may annihilate each other, and that w may have lea wSes

If In the remaining regions of America there are %und many Boys., I an
saute you that oar deeires shall be granted; because, as bi Venensla, there S
not much wanting to see it realized, as as has. 5.4usd tiLt all seAo lass pnsated
theassdeea. They have now sufficient to remember as for a long time.

"You an, my Mend, freely airy on your bn.1.i.a on the coast, as now there
an no fear.; and it you wish to Invest In the country, we have hers a a er of
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In this the .r44tha Increased every mnnt. and In the midst of so much
wage, Bolivar, whine mission to work without ets allowing himself to be
dected by nvena, was ford constantly to reorganize the army; replace ma,
provisions and armament for the campaign; he had to look out for subsistence,
to take care of and administrate to all, lamenting the fatal example of Indecision
and want of energy on the put of some of the chieftains; of lndl&xenoe on
the part of the people, who had not as yet lined to love liberty.

The inexplicable conduct of Colonel Garcia de Baa had given up Barinas
to the Spaniards. Feigning a ally on the enemy, he evacuated the place,
leaving a few bran men In charge of It, and after hews out he deviated front
the road and entered the mountain liens, who could have defeated Pay (a
Hadenant of Visa), as he with Impunity re*eated before him, saaificed
Derbies, where the Spaniards entered, leveling all In their way, puttinj to the
sword the eighty soldiers who had remained then, as also ma, women and
children, pillaging the dwellings, and rsdnr4ag that beautiful city of ten thou-
sand souls to abs.

And whilst Pay fed his fury on such a week and defSiceless prey, what was
Sea and his troupe doing? They were surmounting the csllons of Wends,
the roughest and most difficult of any In Venezuela, the cavalry dlsmonntlag,
their hans having been rendered entirely usel, it being finally necessary to
U.1d them. Garcia de Saia left the remnant of the troops at Tnijlllo, and
came alone to Talent What a vigorous and decisive military operation I
He attempted to excuse himself in a letter which be wrote to Urdanets the
$lat of January from Trujillo; but however dangerous may have been the
position of the doferiden of Berinae. It does not appear that a chiefwho
lea without fighting can exculpate hbn.i4f and that to his military fault
should be added the secret abandonment of the city, surrendering to the
tocity of the enemy thousands of patriot., models of valor and constancy,
and who emulated In seal and generous efforts to move the place from the hor-
rors with which they were threatened by that ang and unmerciful chiet

Vanes, encouraged by the incas of Essinas, In which, as has been seen, the
bravery of the enemy had no part, besieged the town of Osp1no A handful
of brava heroically misted the furious assault of the Spanish knee, and to

.*hiva of surrender made by the chief, they answered: "the defenders of
liberty never surrender to tyrants." Fortunately, on the Sd of February, dur-
ing a scattering fire, a bullet entered the breast of tans, stretching him on
the ground; and his troops, disconcerted, raised the siege and retreated to
Quasars. "The people of Ospino" said the bulletin which related this sac-
case, "fUll of fury at beholding the body of the tyrant, assembled, and solicited
the thief of the republican troops to cut It In pieces I"

Tana was succeeded, by the nomination of the officers of the division of
Apart, by Lieutenant-Colonel Don Seb astian de Is Calsada.

Smut to sell, which an be procured with the greatest commodity. Calculate It
and give notlee to your Intimate Mend and attentive servant,

- Msrn Fzaa."
This flare was reputed as a good man; amongst the Spaniards, as the best

Bsder, what do you think of this?
(In the - Gaeeta de Cans." of October 11, 1811, the tangoing letter was pub.

lishe&)
* Jose Tan wee a native of Canaries. Ben for some that employed in s

12
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Who was this man, and by what principles of moral and reipect was he
Invested with the command  This may easily be understood by saying that In
the year 1810 he was a soldier In the battalion of the queen, was judged and
arrested for a theft practised at the house of Dr. Don Felipe Fermin Paul,
being freed by the Insurrection of the 19th of April. Osirada was one amongst
those who with most fury pillaged and devastated the soil; his first assay con-
slating hi returning against Ospino and reducing it to ashes.

Immediately he took possession of Mauve and threatened San Orbs.
At this date the country was literally infested with royalist guerrillas, who

strewed destruction, pillage and violence on all sides. Carlos Blanco lorded
over the south and to the west of San Carlos; Barnes was at Sarare; the savage
Millet, a Catalan, one of the most sanguinary men of whom there are memories,
harassed San Felipe; Reyes Vargas, Oberto and others were Indefatigable at
Corn, at Barqulsiznoto and Tocnyo; Oalsada and Pay occupied Barinsa; Mart-
caybo and Guayana continued to be the arsenal of the royalists; Boves and
Morales were at Calaboza Thus all junction of the independents was difficult,
surrounded as It was by perils, and on many occasions impossible; and the
headquarters of the Liberator seemed, by force of such circumstances, as If
abandoned to its own and scanty resources.

To this mountain of evils came to be added the fatal defeat of the action of
La Pouts, In which Boves completely triumphed over Campo-Elias glorying
In his immense masses of "Ilaneros" on horseback. Such a successopened to
that genius vomited from hell, the gates to the valleys of Aragua and cluee on
to Caracas. To securu still more the exit of his victory, he caused a strong
column under the command of Roeete to advance by the road of Lee Pilones,
with the view of operating In the valleys of El Tu3L Besets in effect took
possession of Ocwnsxe amidst blood and horrors, caning assassination even In
the temple of God, and upon the holy altar on defenceless persons who that
begged pity and pardon. What ferocity I What thirst for blood I The news
that arrived from all parts could have been resumed In these sole words, calam-
ity and death I * The reaction was barbarous, more so than barbarous, Impious
and without pity. Happy those who were buried within the asylum of their
dwellings; because the rest, more unfortunate, should strew with their bones
the fields of Venezuela after having sprinkled them with their blood, for the
crime alone of baying loved justice! The witnesses of these sorrows and tor-

haberdasher's store at Caracas; at the breaking out of the revolution, he went .to
Barluas, and there he joined the army, and made himself a* Implacable enemy of
.111 the Americans. He was a man of low birth, uneducated, of evil Intentions
All kind of cruelty wasfunfliar to him, and Guaadsllto, Nutriss, Barinas, Guanare
-and Ospino, remember his name with horror.

• "My mind Is consumed," said the Spanish bishop Call and Pradt In his edict,
end my soul can support no longer the weight of an many evils. Theft, rapine, ph-

lags, homicides and assassinations, conflagrations and devastations; the virgin
violated, the tears of the widow and orphan; the father armed against the son,
the daughter-In-law quarreling with the mother-In-law, and each one searching for
We brother to kin him; the congregations dispersed, the priests fugitives, the
bodies strewn on the highways, these heaps of bones which cover the battle-fields,
and an much blood shed an the American soil; .....all is contained In my
heart. Great God I Is Venezuela, perhaps, that bloody Ninive, at last destroyed
and levelled to the ground?"
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bus of that deluge of blood, these who lived dqected and breathing that
atmosphere full of a vague term; a mortal suspense, either their lives were
shortened or they succumbed.. Oar situation was painful, and with more rca-
son than Edward Iii of England could we have exclaimed: "Fire and steel
devour as. The Lord has drawn his bow, he has prepared his sword and
shakes it aloft We are about to disappear from the surface of the earth I"

Now that we have mentioned above the name of Peseta, and whose beastly
acts we shall have afterwards to curse, let us know who be was and with what
precedents bad he shown himself in the theatre of the war.

"In the year 1812, Antos.na, found him In a miserable grocery store in-.the
town of Tagnay, living more upon the kindness of the people than upon his
bide. Being a Spaniard, he was put In command of the town of Carnatagua,
by the first assassin of Calaboxa and San Juan de los Metros, and from that
moment our grocer, dropping the stupid and lazy exterior, with which he had
covered his affected humility, be did not now think of anything else but of
distinguishing himself by his seal in the persecution of the patriots. When
the Liberator took possession of Venezuels, Roee(e retired to the Interior of the
plains, and put himself at the bead of a band of robbers; afterwards he was
unceasing In his attacks upon Oiitnoo, Camatagus, Tagnay and other towns to
the south of the Cordillera ; now he crossed it for the first time to threaten the
capital, to protect the invasion of Doves and to surpass him in his horrible
vgeena How was It possible that with each men any negotiation for pace
or reconciliation could be carried out I What points of contact were then
between them and the patriot chieftains, however cruel tine last may have
been supposed to be? What plan, finally, military or political, could be con-
ceived by such heads for the good of Spain or her colony I One was a pirate,
another & base and Ignorant servant, who from a petty thief had ascended to
be a military chieftain, and the last a worthless tavern-keeper; and in such
men unhappily were joined energy, activity, the principal glirt of command;
the honorable Ceballos, the kind, pious and meiviful Cones, kept themselves
In the subordinate state, from which they never issued, salt always happens,
tile is modest and alms daring."

The defeat of Silas at La Puerta, caused tenor and defection on all sides,
and the agitation and fear were increased by the appearance of Roecte at El
Toy. Bolivar alone, who drew forth from misfortunes new vigor, greater en-
couragement, and whose strength, like that of Hannibal, shone forth more
brilliantly In reverses, disposed the plans of resistance. He was at the bedeg-
Ing line. of Puerto Cabello when the fatal news of the defeat of La Puerta
arrived; and although It was said (and truly) that Bone had been severely
wounded, he took the greater portion of the troops who garrisoned the line, to
march towards Valencia to repel the numerous and victorious hosta which were
about In fail, like a devastating torrent upon Caracas. He ordered at the some
time that the colonel of engineers, Colonel Aldao, should fortify the narrow pass
of La Cabrers, and that Campo-Elias should make himself firm there; he dis-
patched Lieutenant-Colonel Marlene Montilla with instructions for General
Bibae, who was at Is Victoria; gave notice to tjrdanets that he should send
him one of the bodies In his division, and he himself set out with all the troops
he could collect to observe the enemy.

'History of Venanela, Vol.1.
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When was Marina I What was the army of the Fad doing meanwhi*
whose help opportunely solicited, was now more than ever so precious? If
he had put himself in movement before, or If he had left promptly, he could
have succored the Liberator In the cones In which he was plunged; but.,
toward the end of January, be still remained at Angus de Barcelona, and he
caused his army to march slowly, although with the motto inspiring aith'-1—,

it is necessary to die or destroy the tyrants."
It was evident that Boys would attempt to march upon Caracas, and com-

plete by a final stroke the destruction of the republic before the U'wp. from
the East should arrive; but It was Indispensable to check him, and to evade
the blow at least until Marina should be advised of the -, and advance
with his columns.

The 12th of February, at 8 o'clock In the airing, Bone fUriously attacked
La Victoria. Long awl bloody combat In the very sheets of the city; a terri-
ble flre which vomited forth desolation end death on all sides t... It was
a fight, but a havoc. All around Ribas, the soul of defSise his beet officers
were falling; be himself had, three horses shot under him. At four o'clock lit
the evening La Victoria offered the view of a vast cemetery. Suddenly a dense
cloud of dust was raised on the aide of the valley... .It was Fuss, who was
coming to the help of Ribas. He sent Montilla, a youth of great qualities and
energy, to break the lines of the enemy and favor the Incorporation of the
reinforcing column. All was executed with as much Impetuosity as success,
and before the lapse of an hour, the efra to liberty announced the defeat of
the royalists. Ribas marched out of the city, and taking advantage of the
favorable moments, he drove back all he met, he swept away, dispersed the
enemy and remained master of the battle-field. Doves and his hordes, who bad
suffered the loss of 1,000 men, situated them seWee in the very neighborhood of
La Victoria; they there timed a junction with a large reserve which bad come

• to them from	 o, and they promised themselves to soon take revenge. But
Ribes did not allow them lime; because at daybreak of the 181h he attacked
them on their own heights with such energy that they were unable to resist,
and they abandoned their position In a disorderly flight, by which the Ameri-
can arms, had secured the most brilliant victory. Artillery, ammunition,
small arms, homes, baggage, and even the book of orders of Doves, fall into
our power; no prisoners were taken because the atrocious conduct of the
tyrant was the cause that our troupe gave no quarter. I

The fame of this victory was spread on all aides. The Liberator announced it
to the world in that sublime style and fiery eloquence which was inherent In
him. Speaking to the soldiers of the victorious army of La Valecla, he said:

"Sowmss:
It In whose breasts the love of country Is superior to all other feelings,

have gained yesterday the palm of victory, raising to the most elevated grade
of glory this privileged country, which has Inspired heroism In your dauntless
hearts. Your names shill never be cast Into oblivion. Behold the glory which
you have jut acquired. You, whose fearful sword has deluged the battlefield
with the blood of these ferocious bandit You are the chosen instrument of
Providence to vindicate virtue on the earth, to bestow liberty on your brethren,
and to annihilate Ignominiously these numerous bordek led by the mad per-
verse of tyrants.

Crvis&n. or Cascas I The blood"* Bone attempted to bring to your
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pta, alms and nba; to that immortal city, Use fiat which gave the example
of liberty in the bemlapbae of Colambut Insensate 1 tyrants cannot approach
ha Invincible walls without expiating with their impure blood the audacity
of their crimes. OenenJ tUbas, against whom adversity cannot peevail, the
hero of Zllqultao and Los Horoonta, will, from this day, be styled 'the con-
quorer of tyrants at I. Victoria.' Those who cannot receive from their fellow
mtrymen and the world the gratitude and admiration which 1s due to them,
the bins Colonel. Ribsa, Davila, Row and Picon, shell be preserved In the
annals of glory. With their blood they bougbt the most brilliant victory;
posterity shall coiled their noble ashes. They are happier to live In the hearts
of their cumuaznen, than you In their midst. Ply, conquerS, on the traces
of the fagifivi7 upon those horde. of tartan who, Intoxicated with blood,
intend to exterminate enlightened America, to throw lAte the dust the mann-
-''la of genius and virtue, but In vain, bemuse you have saved the country.

"BOLIVAR.
"Headquarter. of Vaircia, lath February, 1818; fourth year of the republic

and second of war (0 ibaTh"

What. beautiful eulogy Is contained In this document, to Goner.] Ribas I
RIbsi, against whom adversity cannot prevail I . . . Napoleon had aid of
bimse]4 cond4ng all the flatteries which self-love could Invent: "L'adnnilS
we froveetnit as danis do ass attei,Um."

This Is the proper place to may, that to Ma titles of true greatness, the Libe-
tutor Joined one of still more merit He beheld without Jealousy and
mortification, the Sine and glory of his subordinate.. Praiseworthy disinter-
estedneus, rare even In the greatest minds, and as worthy as It Is beautiful In
the midst of the susceptibilities of the military profession  Bolivar was
always first In recognizing and praising the worthy actions of his friends.
tUbas, Urdaneta, Mores, Silva, Salon, Moutilla. Torn (Fernando), Santander,
Cordon, Soublette. ... wore the constant objects of great and well-deserved
eulogies. He nmedl Ginidot "Liberator;" Mszlfio,' Saviour ofthe country;"
lube., "hero, conqueror of tyrants;" Butte, "intrepid and dexterous;" Salon,
"Jat" D'Evereu; 'virtuous;" Brion, "magnanimous;" Codeno, "the bra y-
at of the brave of Colombia;" Pass, "the dauntless." Bolivar Ignored envy;
not as those Sir and double-dealing men, who feign the praise, holding In
their harts the - of the good and prosperity df others. His kinduess was
repaid by Ingratitude, and many requited his favor, by Insults and upbraidlnga;
but his heart was like a bested furnace, in which glowed the Laos of justice
and liberality.

Let us zSms to the course of the history.
Impelled by the emotions which ire always caused by extraordinary feats, the

municipal corporation of Caracas resolved an agreement to Immortalize the
memory of Gonad tUbas the conqueror, and addressed him an eloquent con.
gratulation, to which the worthy chieftain answered In these worth:

"To en Hoxosasa Musicipas Coaponartox an Ducriga OF tn

"The demonstrations with which your worship& have honored me, and the
honore which you have bestowed on me, are certainly the greatest, and which,
Imprinted on my bait, shall be red by my gratitude to the other side of
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the tomb. The erection of a statue In memory of the battle of the 19th and
the triumph of the arms of the republic at La Victoria, Is undoubtedly the
highest honor to which a mortal can aspire; my services have not as yet passed
the limits of the duties Imposed on me by my country; and without deceiving
myself, could not We conceived any other. In Venezuela the General Liba.
ator is the only one who merits this recompense, to him It is that the country
owes Its redemption, and to him alone should be attributed the highest honors;
It Is he who directs the helm of the government, he who commands and
organizes the armies, and he It is, finally, who has liberated Venezuela. If
your worships believe I have contracted any merit, and If my services merit
the approbatioe of my flow-citizens, I join them all and preset them to
the consideration of your worships, without any other oldem than to sup-
plicate you to bestow &clusively these honors on the General Liberator, I
receive for sufficient recompense by the remembrance and demonstration which
have been given to my country. The blood shed at La Victoria by the fins-
trio us Caraqueniana, and the visible protection of the blessed Virgin of the Con-
ceptáon, were those which saved the country on that memorable day; I exceed-

• Ingly supplicate your worship; that all the recompense which Is to be assigned
me to be distributed in benefit of so many widows said orphans who justly
merit the remembrance of the country; and I hope that the corporation shall
set apart this day to bless the Mother of God with the title of 4b. Holy Con-
ception, swearing to her an annual solemn feast day in the Holy Metropolitan
Church, to which shall assist all the corporations, and exhorting the rest of the
cities and towns to do the same In gratitude. I assure your worships that
these are my des1na and, on my attaining them, they will engrave in my breast
an eternal acknowledgment; and Ipromise you in the best faith that It Is not
moderation which moves me to explain in these terms, but justice. Marble and
bronze can never satisfy the hSrt of a republican, but the gratitude and recogni-
tion by which I to day behold myself distinguished by the citizens of the city
most worthy of freedom. The country exacts of me still greater services and
sacrifices; she sees herself attacked by her enemies, and  adding t.o my duty
the gratitude to this people, offer to this illustrious body not to sheathe my
sword until I see the temple of Janus closed. With the highest respect and
consideration, I have the honor of being your fellow citizen.

"Jogs FELIX Rznss.
"Caracas, February 18, 1814, 4th and 2&"

The Liberator, careful and diligent, as one who knows of how much Impor-
tance Is celerity In war, took a portion of the troops of Ribas to reconnoitre
the movements of Boves, and ordered him to march to Sabana de Ocumare to
destroy Rosete, who had fortlZed himself at Yare. Bibas punctually executed
the order, pitting to flight the inhuman Spaniard. In the neighboring town
of Ocuman, the patriots beheld a most frightful spectacle; the streets strewn
with the dying and dead bodies, the greater - composed of women and
children. The whole of that unhappy town was put to the sword by the sub-
ordinates of Bores. What scenes of horror and blood I What martyrdoms I
Together laid in fearful quiet, hands, feet, heads, which appertained to different
bodies.

"On communicating to you," General Blbas wrote to the Governor of Caracas,
the berrea's which I have beheld In this town, at the same time that I shiver,
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sub we sww an Implacable Issued against the carnivorous 8pan1sz. They
ban nSdcsd to their ambition more than three hundred Innocent victims I
Heaps of bodies and dismembered limbs, is the spectacle with which they have
left adorned the miserable streets of this town I With the bodies and muti-
lated human limbs, have they paved the streets I It Is most forcible to revenge
American blood. The victims of Ocumare call out to all those who have the
honor of governing in the free country of America. I repeat my oath, and I
ofir that I shall never forgive any mesas to chastise and exterminate this evil
Sn.

Ribas took possession, amongst other things, of the private effects of Resets
and his correspondence, by which he was Informed of the plan of revolution
concealed with the prisoners of La Gusyra and Caracas. There was also found
an iron brand inthe shape of sP,with which Beasts designed to stamp the
brows of the patriots and their children.t

This iron brand of barbarity was deposited at Caracas, with the object of
exposing It to the sight of the people.

Oh, unfortunate country in which were to be branded the friends and de-
fenders of independence I

At the same time that the battalions of Boves were marching upon Angus,
the situation of the Liberator at Valencia and that of the patriots at Caracas
and La Gasps, was very critical. They beheld themselves surrounded on all
sides by .mnnin It was of the utmost necessity to form armies, and there
were no men. Caracas was drained by the continual drafts, and the case had
already inbred when the authorities by an edict exacted that "children of
twelve years of age should present themselves to take up arms" In such
pressing circumstances the Independents were not only obliged to defend them-
selves from cruet enemies who had sworn their extermination without pity, but
also to guard and keep in prison mow than one thousand Spaniards and
lalenos, whom it was necessary to shut up to prevent them from conspiring
against the republic I

The Liberator until now had complied with the decree of "war to death"
with repugnance, and only against prisoners taken with arms in their hands
Thus can he explained the existence of such a large number of Spaniards and
Weaoe detained In our prisons. As long as clemency could be exercised with-
out injury to the republic, Bolivar and his officer, were mercifuL They knew
well that excessive severity and vengeance dim the lustre of virtue. But now
the state of affaire required the greatest tiger. The armI royalists Bone,
lAwn, Resets, Morales, shame to human kind, opprobrium of the Spanish
name, behaved themselves like wild beasts; the prisoners conspired in their
dungeons; the news of the devastations and the greatest ruin arrived every
moment; now there were the wild Joys of the feasts of St. John at Puerto
Othello again the brutal vengeances and slaughters of Barquiaimeto, in

• Decree of the Not of February, Inserted In" La (hoots de Caracas," No. 44.
At the battle of Snare there was taken from lanes another Iron brand, figur-

Ing the letter B, republican, rebel, or Sapssd which brand was Intended to mark
the foreheads of the Americans.

* In many of the towns there exists the eastern of celebrating the feast of St.
John. The besieged of Puerto Othello celebrated the 24th of June, 1811, and
nothing seamed more pleasing to them than to shoot four patrIots having the name
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which not only the prisoners the infirm, were mutilated In the most bar-
baroize manner; now the murder of Ramon Toter, who, placed In stocks of
two feet, and with hardly any movement, received more than sixty blows with
a cutlass until he expired without any bodily form (inhumanity unworthy of
cannibals I); again, the execution of the virtuous Merced Abrego, accused of
having embroidered a uniform for Bolter, and beheaded, after the termination
of a quarrel stirred amongst themselves "of who should have the prefrrence
of cutting off her head;" some remember the fearS slaughter executed by
Don Bartolome Limon In the valleys of Cucuta; others that which Caizads
executed at Ospino, Bone at La Puerta and at Curs; those of Rosete at
Ocumare, causing entire towns to disappear by the edge of the Spanish sword.
How much bloodshed I In the moment of these remembrances stilted
to the hands of Bolivar a communication from the cittien Leandro Palaclo,
commandant of La Gusyra, consulting bit "what be should do In an indent of
- with the multitude of Spaniards who existed In the prisons of the fort,
they being very numerous and the garrison very email." The reply of the Lib-
erator was short and deSire (February 8th):

"I order you to put to the sword Immediately all the Spaniards Imprisoned
In those cells and In the hospital without any exception."

He communicated the same order to the military and civil authorities of
Caracas, which order was conducted by Raimundo, Bendon Sientt

In this manner 896 Spaniards and Metes perished, victims of the unheard-of
cruelties of the royalist chief I .....

Ribas being absent from Caracas, the military government of the city had
been confided to the can of Colonel Juan Bautista Ailemendi, and it was be
who carried out such & tremendous execution. With too much exactitude
was It executed, with too much cruelty sIao as Is said; "but It Is n*. j ob-
serves Bush, "to agree that the patience of a saint could not have tolerated the
aces of the royalist chieth, and that at each step new offences increased to
an unspeakable point the hatred and anger."

The execution of the SpanIarda was described by a writer to Amen-
can Independence, as a useles atrocity, the result of frenzy and revenge. It is
not to be doubted that Innocence caffurad, as all than smadficed should not have
merited the penalty; but It Is not the ault of Bolivar. In great chcumnsbnos.
as Tacitus bas already remarked, there is hardly any remedy without some in-
justice, which is compensated by the oommai bt Those who have writ-
ten before we the history of Colombia have endeavored to justify floUter In this
act, searching In the doctrine of people's rights and In the bistory of Bocapazte
supports to Its designs. Excused Wior I The Liberator nr1 to he ptblicated
a "Mani&sto," which was by his Secretary of State, Antonio Xuoa
Taint (14th of February, 1814), In which he puts forth the painS neoSty of
the sentence which, In antagonism with his characteristic ganerSty, be pro-
nounced the 8th of February.

at Jon: they did so, .nnfidlsg the execution to the Spanish Captain Uthlsta, a
monster of cruelty, who led them the soaflbLd with blows, amongst others the
dlstingeisbed Veanelan, Jean Tha

'warn sliquid as Inlquo cause, magazine —rnZcni, quad —ss, siagulce uSES-
tats pat nçsnditn (Tacot. Ann, a 4)
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As this document is net sufficiently bier, and It. Importance being of a
superior order, I determine to publish It as follows:

I - t]

Which Is made by the Secretary of State, the citizen Antonio Munos Tábsç
by order of His Excellency, the Liberator of Venezuela.
At the shedding of the blood of the Spanish prisoners at La Onayra, that

portion of the world cognizant of our events, will applaud a measure which was
imperiously demanded, for some time past, by the justice and Interest of almost
one half of the Universe. The State of our position, sketched alongside the
history of the autoceding events, will make evident to those who have ignored
our sufferings, and the generosity which Increased then,, the necessity of the
sentence, which, contrary to his characteristic humanity, the supreme chief of
the republic has pronounced. We will not mention three centuries of Millet-
mate usurpation, during which the Spanish government spread on all sides oji-
probrium and calamity upon the numerous population of peaceful America.
Under the blood-sprinkled walls of Quito, where Spain first cut asunder the
rights of nature and of nations. From that moment of 1810, during which was
abed the blood of the QuIrogas Salinas, etc., they placed In out bands the sword
of retaliation to revenge that upon all Spaniards. The bonds which unite pee
pie were cut In twain by them; and for this only and first act, the blame of the
crimes and misfortunes which have followed, should Ml beck upon the first
infractors.

The annals of generosity will preserve that of the government of Caracas
daring the revolution of the 19th of April that year. In vain did a resenting
population demand the deaths of the authors of the public evils; the firm is-
Stance of that government eared them. If they expel Emp&sn, a governor
born in the midst of * revolution In the other continent; If to the members of
the Supreme Court, Ants, Baskin, Garcia, Spanish magistrates loathed for their
evil-doings, still they show the greatest consideration for their persons In these
proceedings, and affbth them large some of money for their support. The new
dlrectogs of the destinies of a free people seem to occupy themselves more of
the fate of the tyrants than to secure by an energy pnper to the circumstances,
their newly born liberty. Indifferent to the machinations of the conspirators,
they satisfy themselves In giving to some passports, buying the property of
these who were embarrassed with them, to go and enjoy them with Impunity
In other countries. Although bound by the most solemn oaths not to turn
against us their arms, disregarding religion as much as hnmc' hy and the rights
of the people, It Is those who, taken In the present war, have been chastised by
the sword of the laws which condemn them, and have expiated their pe4urS,
treasons, and assassinations.

Many who were elevated to the first offices; many who we the meat dis-
tinguished chiefo of the republic, flames Pasonal Martinez, Marti, 0 ohs,
BudS., Isidore Qittert, have been out meet anti persecutors 5 Quintero, who

• The Government of (larsen then wished to establish the strictest union
b5t...... Anita. ad Spaniard.. placing so much confidence in the latter, that
It was esea, not without the jealousy of the former, that almost all the authority
and pnV.-. were deposited In their 1..5. The Zwita Snp.v.a. was presided over
by IAr, and Its seeretarhs Mesas, Ray and 602S; 06 A .sa. of Is



186	 LWB OF Rouva

had been loaded down with honors by the people and government, who oh-
Mined permission to send to the hostile province of Coro sums of money to his
relations, being perhaps only a pretext to help that government in the Invasion
which afterwards subdued Venezuela I

In effect, our soldiers frightened by the phenomeass of nature during the
memorable earthquake of the 26th Martb, 1812, led astray by superstition
preached to them by some deceiving fanatics, allowed the expedition com-
manded by Monteverde to penetrate into the West. Surrounded on all aides
by ruins, we beheld at the same time the inhumane sacrifice of our most inno-
cent brethren. Antonanzas and Roves, entering Calabozo and San Juan de toe
Morros, murdered with their own hands, almost without any exception, the in-
habitant, of the first place, peaceful herdsmen; and these of the second, labor-
em of the soil; the aged man who, loaded down with years and Infirmities,
ignores on his death-bed the revolutions of government., the agriculturist who,
never having taken up arms, recognizes only the authority of the priest whom
he venerates. Their bodies separated from their heads shall abed Immortal
blood for our posterity. This will know that the bloody Doves and Antoflan-
isa caused some to take between their teeth the muzzles of muskets, to dis-
charge their contents into their throats : that others still living served as a tar-
get for their shots, to practice their soldiers In the use of their lances and sabres.
Two years have elapsed, and still can be seen impaled at San Juan do los Mor-
roe a swinging human skeleton.

An unwary chief believes, that surrendering, he can soothe the fury of the
tyrant; he flatters himself to secure the life repine and property of the Vene-
zuelans by a capitulation. Hardly under its shelter the tyrant succeeds In en-

Ouayra and Puerto Cabello, commanded by Fernandez and Rids; the troops In the
east by Moreno; those of the west by isbn; the artillery by Saloedo; thQ national
Incomes managed by Franco. Bats and Alustiza; and all the administrations, or
almost all the lucrative and secure posts in the interior, were also confided to
Spaniards. This dlsinlerestednees and other remarkable acts of confidence, were
not sufficient to satiate their proud Impatience; and by the month of October of
the same year (1810) the conspiracies of these wicked men began to break out
against the established government and the lives of the Americans.

The project being discovered, the conspirators, tried and condemned by a court of
Justice, It seemed consequent that they should be beheaded; but Caracas, unwlll-
lag to stain with blood the pages of the history of her revolution, pats aside the
severity of the merited penalty and is satisfied with giving a passport to some and
Imprisoning others, believing that she could by force of favors domesticate the
ferocity of her enemies; very soon she saw her error In irremediable Injuries; the
commissioner Cortabsnta from Puerto Rico, had undermined the provinces and
sown discord In their interior towns, and even In their principal cities. During
the first days of July, 1811, the conspiracies of the Spaniards and Islenos broke out
at Caracas and Valencla. Many were taken with arms In their hands on the even-
ing of the 11th of said month; and when it was just and even necessary to take
their lives on the spot, they were tried by law and only sixteen were condemned;
the rest were pardoned In contradiction to the popular dictasnen that our rain
should be followed by so much clemency; but the government could not persuade
Itself of so much furious obstinacy, nor of the fatal results of Its moderation In
favor of such Implacable enemies, who,under Its shelter, had all the time they
wished to conspire,all that was to be dictated by their vengeance, .bleJSg the
unwary people whom they were afterwards to destroy.
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skying some of the towns where he reoslves only tesfimsules of docility, when
be breaks through the inviolable and sacred contract which had raisqd as an
insuperable barrier between bin and ours; a contract which has reatraihod the
impetus of the most Mvsp people, subduing ambition1 cupidity and vengeance
by reciprocal and solemn promiss. To bare no doubt of the crime, to give it
new polish, they confirm their oars by their proclamations, which are no sooner
publicated than violated.

Suddenly the scene In Vesesuela is changed. The buildings which had re-
noted the convulsions of the earthquake, are scarcely sufficient to receive the
pasons brnught In arrested, from all parts. Dwellings are franqformod Into
jails; men into prisoners. The small number of Spaniards and isleflos, the
soldiers of the despot women and the recent born, are the only ones excepted.
The rest, either they bids themselves In the most remote forests, or they are
buried in stifling dungeons, where a cruel skill prevents the entraice of light
and air; or they are heaped in these vary moms, where before they bad fulfilled
the duties of social life, where they had found joy under the auspices of inno-
cence, and enjoyed the wealth gained by the sweat of their brows. Now afflict-
ed by irons, despoiled of their property, and in misery, pestilence, and suffoca-
tion, the religious and the soldier, the citizen and the countryman, the rich and
the poor, the aeptuagenary and the Infant not yet arrived to the age of reason.
Those who had been invested by the people with supreme power, were yoked
to stocks in the most public places; the most distinguished persons tied hands
and feet, placed on beasts of burden, who dashed some to pieces on the rocks.
They traveled in this state from one and the other prisons. Aged men and the
dying tied most brutally, In bends of twenty and thirty, passed thus a whole
day without food or drink, nor rest, In climbing by Inaccessible roads.

Agriculture, Industry and the movement of commerce was not any longer to
be seen In a country prostate under slavery. The manufactories rendered use-
Irs, the stores robbed; there only remained the vestiges of pasS greatness. In
the almost deserted cities were to be seen only a few cattle feeding on the grass;
nothing was heard healths the cries of .the wives, the brutal insults of the sol-
dier, the faint laments of the wnman, the child, the aged who died of hunger.*

Virtue, talents, population, wealth, even the Mr sex, are condemned or snffer.
Crimes, accusations, brutal vengeance and misery increase. The same chief
who rewards a ham accuser, disregards or chastises the resolute man, who dares
to sustain the language of truth. Those who feed his pinion., who flatter his
vanity, who desire to bathe themselves In Innocent blood, compose his ad
wlan, and oracles. Thus the swtem of ferocity gradually Increases, from pe-
nal.,, theft and outrages they pan to greater exc'ee. Perceiving that the
men die too slowly In their prisons, they carry them to the scaffold, and even
the; requiring too much apparatus, and not shedding as much blood as they
desire, they destroy entire populations, tortures are Invented; the last painful
momenta of the victims are prolonged by mews unknown, until now, to the
most wicked minds.

Angus, in the East, Is the new scene of the atrocities. - Zuazola Is the bead
of the executioners; a loathsome man, if the class of his iniquities can place
him amongst our fellow beings. All succumb under his blows, and those who

• This was the true position of Venenela during the ntcatlia of December, 1812,
January and February, 1812.
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once Inhabited Angus have never been seen since.. Never has such a slaughter
been executed. Children were murdered on the very tnenbi of their inotbe;
the same knife divided their necks. Even the fwtus In Ike womb Irritated
these frantic men; they destroyed It with more Impatience than the tiger his
prey. Not only did they attack the living, but It could be said that they were
conspiring that none should be born to occupy the world.

The festus In the maternal womb was as guilty to the minds of Zusacla and
his fellow soldiere as the women, - men, and the remaining Inhabitants of
Angus. The locality of this town, In the Interior of the plains hr from the
capital, did not allow it to take any active part In the political Innovations.
Notwithstanding its population was most horribly exterminated, the Spaniards
recreated themselves In beholding the tortures ; they would change then; but
In all, they delayed by the most cruel skill the sufferings of nature. They flayed
some alive, throwing them afterwards Into poisonous and pestilential swamps;
they would pare off the soles of the feet of others, and in this date they would
force them to run over sharp rocks; others they would cut off the beard along
with the skin; to all, before or after having murdered, they cut off the ears.
Some catalina of Cumana bought them at the price of gold as ornaments for
their houses; to feast themselves with the sight; to accustom their wives and
children to the rage of their feelings.

History had spoken to no about the prescriptions, which the ambition of
tyrants, fear or batted bad dictated; of the base joy of others, contemplating
heaps of bodies which had been murdered by their orders; but they were their
enemies; they believed these the surest means of securing their usurpation.
Th act open the womb which bean the wed ofa now being; to give unheard-
of tortures to children, virgins. . . . was only reserved for our tyrants.
Spain alone has discovered this menus; and we are the unhappy examples which
have made them known. The victories of the heroes of Maturin, cause the
scene to be transported to Eapino, Calabow and Barinas. Every day our mod
distinguished countrymen were brought to the scaffold. These spectacles
would have been repeated to no every day, If the Gnnaiknlan aoldlers, victS-
ous on the fields of Cacti and Carache, had not rushed to liberate us,

Neither the continual superiority of the liberating aims nor the pride which
victory Inspires nor the recent remembrance of so many oufrages, change In
our victorious chieft the generosity of the principles which dletlagalahee us so
much from the enemy. The clemency of the conqueror consents to the capitu-
lation proposed by Governor Flerre when It was & delirium to ask It; and If
before we were .cna.M at the cruelties which they committed on the Venosuelan
people, now It cannot be conceived, bow they turned themselves against their
own most compromised class, abandoning It to our resentments, and annulling
the capitulation which protected it. All the Spanish primer were left at
discretion. Monteverde himself did not doubt in expressing It. He refused
to eanction the capitulations given to Bedlas and Atarmol; and declared to the

0 I Is known by all that Boves, under the pretext of a popular commotion,
caused to be put to the sword at Espino all men that were capable of bearing arms,
amongst them the Chief Justice Ballvar. Jun Bandata Hiverol, Negiete and
others, were also murdered at (Waboso; and at Baitnas, Colonel Antonio Niocla,
BrIeo and arva mere Sc._, taken psisonea along With bbs, eight .'t4—'- of
the most reputation In the sity, eta
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ee of the would that they did out have authority to make thea. They should
bare paid it with their hsa& ltagnaalmky saved them. Even still more
exaggerated In generosity than they In Union, It was proposed to the com-
mander of Pveite Cabello to Include that pines, mslng known to him that
in ass of ant ceding to reason and aeoaity, all Individuals pertaining to the
Spanish nation should be exterminated.

Me denial was net sufficient to came us to fulfill our throats, and many who
&joyed full liberty, and returned this kindness by proceeding to the valleys of
Thy and Tacit., to the low lands and to the West, where they fired those In-
suirectione, the most replete of alma, whose sorrowful teaks will make them-
selves be felt for many yesn to come, amounting to more than 10,000, these
whom they have deprived of existence, since the mouth of September, 1818, at
which time the expedition from Spain arrived at our shores.

What therful devastation, what a universal slaughter, the maib of which
will not be 'seabed out even by centuries I The ezeeratlon which will attend
on the nn.n of yanesaatd Bovswlflbeesluthig ma the evils which they
bare nosed. Bands of robbers set out to execute the ruin. Steel kills those
who breathe; fire devoure the dwellings and all that which resists steel.
On the highways are seen paaaa of both sores sketched liMes; the
cities exhale the corruption of the unburied. On all & them an be in-
ratted the progress of sorrow, In their eyes torn from the sockets, In
their bodies, lanced, In tflose who have been dragged at the horses' tall.
No religious succor is given by those who convert Into ashes the temples
of the Omnipotent and the awed Images. In Merlda In Bazinas, In Caracas,
there is scarcely a city or a town, which has not experienced the desolation.
But the capital of Barinu, Guanare, Bobare, BazquIa1meto Cogedse, Tinaquiflo,
Nirgas, Otaycs,. San Joaqain, Villa do Cur., Valley. of Bartovento, are the most
unhappy people of all; some of them have been consumed by flames, other,
hive no longer Inhabitants. Ban nsa• where Puy put to the sword 800 persons
and there would have bees seventy-tour more, If the prompt entry of our
irma In that city had not allowed the executIoner, time sufficient to
fuiflU their Infernal mission. 5 Gianaa'e and inure, where Liendo and 5th.,
benefactors of the Spaniards, are those most maltreated In receiving their mur-
derous blows. Bobsa, where they struck off the leg, and anus of the prisoners
made on that very spot, and In Yeritagna and Barquisirnoto.

To en many motives of Indignation was added the discovery of a txnsspira-
don of the prisonen of La Onayra, after our defeat of the 10th November,
1018, as BsxquWmete ;'& conspiracy fully Justified, even with the genuine
proofe of the weapons which they bid from our 414, under the filings of the
bolts of the prisons and the Irons of those who had them.

A pardon given, putting aside the public vengeance, was employed as the

• Pay being lntrmed at BaSis, by one of his aids, that the republican troops,
having conquered Cebsfles, were thready crossing the river In its neighborhood,
asked him: Will they not give give us sufficient Urns to finish with the sne-
four who an Imprisoned r The other, preoccupied by the same tar which had
made him see cut army coming the river, when as yet It was some leagues any,
be replied, No," and thus they were awed from the Øp.n kit faSy by the
.Mtu1 flight of Pay. The city of Barinea being evacuated anew he nentared,
and the r-"-d a uaivsl ahaagldsr of - many as were In It, '-'"-"-"y
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noble means of dissuading them forever from further attempts, confounding
their raving audacity by the severity manifested on ten of the principal ring-
leaders.

From the first siege of Puerto Cabello the Spaniards exposed inevitably to our
fires the prisoners; those old prisoners, victims of deceit, dragging their chains
for nearly two years, or dying for want of food, or by the most painful fatigues.
Our revenge is to procure an exchange in favor of their prisoners, a proposition
made by us on six or seven occasions, and as many times denied, uotwithstand-
trig that the last ones advised the determination of taking the lives of the pris-
oners if they would not accept according to the usages of war. That abomins-
tion was repeated in those days; it is now necessary to retaliate; and for hav-
lug put to an equal fate the Spanish prisoners, four of the unhappy ones whom
they Imprisoned were Immediately shot. They themselves gave us their names,
"do Pellin, Osorio, Puildo, Pointet," Death has put an cud to their long ant-
feringa, and their ashes now rest from the agonies In which they were plunged.

The propositions for exchange were reiterated, again they were refused. Al
most all the parleys, who on the good faith offered by themselves were the con-
ductors among others the venerable priest Garcia de Ortigosa, have been de-
tained, violently imprisoned, some lashed and condemned to the public works.
To what race of monsters belong the Spaniards whose thirst for blood did not
except their own accomplices? There Is no dese of acts, there I. no violation,
there is no perfidy which they have not committed on all sides to cause as
undoubtedly to retaliate on their inexperienced countrymen. Our patience has
surpassed their provocations, till the public weal being endangered, has ended
their sacrifice to secure it

The prisoners of La Guayra in agreement with Doves, Tenet, and Resets, the
combinations of sedition would have prepondersted if Providence had not put
Into our hands the light which has guided as through the darkness of crime.
Tanes by Barinas, Doves by Villa of Ours, Reset. by Ocumare attack us. The
plot of the prisoners against the government Is revealed, and joining to the
conviction of It the clamors, more vehement than ever of the people, their decap-
itation was ordered. At the same time Besets, carrying out on his side his
part of the agreement, puts the natives of Ocumare to a horrible end. Some
are mutilated without regard to age or sex; three In the church and on the
altar; three hundred memberless bodies of our brethren lay spread in the stieS
and neighborhood of the small town; they nail to the windows and door those
parts of their bodies of which modesty prevents the mention.* This news cause

• Communication of the Presbyter Juan de Orta to Preview and VlcarGenenl:
I give your worship notice that on the 11th inst. this town was attacked by a

bend of robbers, led by the barbarous and bloodthirsty Beset.. It had the mis-.
fortune to succumb In such a manner that Its consequences exasperate the human
mind. More than three hundred bodies of the persons most distinguished for
their adhesion to our liberty, cover the streets, ditches and hills of Its vicinity.
The See of the widows and orphans Is as universal as It Is Irreparable; as the
whole town was robbed and pillaged till nothing was left useful to reposes preser-
vation and the commodities of life. The most Insensible and unchristian heart
cannot behold, without pain, the sorrowful and horrid spectacle which the ferocity
and rsftclty of some unheard-of men, traced, and who .ball be the opprobrium
and degradation of rational nature. But It Is not this only which scandalizes and
terrifies; the esnetnary of the living God was violated with the greatest insult
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vs to By to arms In dtao of humanity, when Rosete only seven hours distant
from Caracas, was approaching In the confidence that those who were already
executed would have realized their ape; but this Infamous man flies away- as
cowardly as be was cruel, even leaving in our power his papers. We we rati-
fied in them the conspiracy of the Spanish prisoners. By their plans, surpris-
ing the guards who watched them, and taking possession of the port they
were to co-operate on that side towards the dissolution of our forces. The Me
of the town of Ocutnare was reserved to all the rest of Venezuela. Some few
whom they would have preserved, perhaps for their service, were to be branded
with * P for their perpetual Ignnminy.

and Impiety. The blood of three innocent victims seeking shelter In Its sacred
privilege sprinkled the pavement: Jose I Machillands In the choir, I. A. Roleln
the middle of the principal aisle and I. Din on the main altar. its door all closed
by four priests, who, In union with the people, were elevating their prayers to the
Almighty, were broken down with axe, and entering, they did the same to the
wardrobes where the sacred robes were kept; I, meanwhile, mounted on a bone,
went to the spiritual succour, and placed at the head of the troops who presided
Its fate, and prayed to the Lord for the defrmnce of our town; as much because the
military commander ordered me, as the greater part of the defenders consisting of
my tender flock,! could not behold thorn with iodlfferenoe and cowardice In such evi-
dent peril. The hone was twice wounded, and SWing to the ground, and seeing
the fight loet I flew to the forest, where I remained hid during eleven days, until
our troops returned. My mind afflicted by each ruin, by the loss of all my coun-
trymen, by hunger, by thirst, by the climate and severity of the weather, my health
could not certainly resist the enormous weight of the cure of souls. in the forests
I saved all sacred vessels of gold and silver which I had hid In anticipation; only
a small plate appertalningto the wine-holder has been lost; of the gnnnente, they
toot a white gown along with Its nice of finQinen, five altar cloths of embroid-
ered muslin, two altar covers, one acolyte dress. The priests who remained In the
church, thorhaving shed hitter team of sorrow and pity, and having miraculously
escaped with their lives, beholding the sanctuary profaned, violated and filled with
the excrement, urine and filthiness of those beastly and savage hordes, took charge
of blessing anew the temple, and immediately executed and performed the divine
services, undoubtedly to mitigate and cause to disappear the hatred and fury of
the tyrant. I have abstained from all exercise in it, until having Informed your
worship from whom I expect the corresponding orders. I cannot do lea than
Insinuate to your worship the utter misery of so many just and innocent souls, w
that If It Is possible for you to succour them to execute this act of charity. The
commandant-general and chief of the army has helped them with remarkable
piety. God keep your worship In his cart

'February 23,1814?'	 "PBBSBTYXR Jrrsiq DX Oars.
• On the 4th of February, an isleno who had been put In liberty with permission

to embark, denounced to the government of Canas that Caries Garcia had coun-
soled him not to depart, as the blow was about to be given which was to free all
the prisoners. Garcia being brought up and the Investigation made, It resulted to
be the same project discovered In September, which had been left unpunished, the
ringleaders not appearing, In spite of the complicity which could be seen with
the conspiracy chastised at La Onayrs, and of the advices received from the
Antilles, where the Spaniards spoke aloud about this plan. On the night of the
0th It was proved by fact; on the road of Is Guam, between Cmi and the bill
of Sanchorqul, several Spaniards and Woe escaped or wan placed In liberty,
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After the light of truth bad made known to as the secret of their machina-
tions, to shelter them any longer was to shelter In our bosom the vipers who
were to poison us with their hinp; it was to be an accomplice to their crimes,
It was feeding their plots; It was risking manifestly the destiny of the republic,
whose former loss had been caused by the rebellion of the Spanish prisoners In
the fort of Puerto Cabello, who, possessing It on the let July, 1812, caused the
rest of Venezuela to succumb immediately. Justice and humanity should tri-
umph over their dark projects. Yaflez was quartered at Ospino in the order of
combat; Doves was conquered at Is Victoria; the bands of Resets dispersed
at Ocumare, and the prisoners executed. The forces which had been occupied
in guarding them, have since been able with security to march out to fight the
enemy.

Generosity In vain spoke too much, dine. In their favor; for too muck that
had the government been deaf to the clamors of the people; it was even pre-
paring to transport them to other countries to enjoy liberty. A continued
series of transgressions had been tolerated on our part; propositions of.rahnge
were made to save them. We have had to repent for so much indulgence:
those who owed us their lives have conspired against on New crimes, new
perfidies, have caused In the days of liberty, around and In our midst, evils
OM greater than the former.

The Spanish prisoners have been put to the sword, when their Impunity
enforced the hate of their companions, when their conspiracies In the very midst
of their prisons, hardly quelled, when they are again renewed, have Imposed on
us the severe measure, to which we had been authorized for a long time by the
right of retaliation. In order to restrain the torrent of devastation, to drain this
inundation of human blood, for which the supreme authority Is responsible to
the divine, it has given an example which will cause the rest to take warning,
whà relying until now upon the kindness, which had been the shield of these,
would protectthem.

What has been the object of so many treasons, cruelties, conspiracies, perfi-
dies, repeated transgressions against the laws, against bonds, the rights of na-
tions, and of that devastation of Venezuela, which the pen can never describe I
They do not asphe to establish an empire; their object is to destroy all. Tyr-
anny Itrn that it may exist, Is obliged to pésevere. The plantations, the herds
of cattle, the works of art, the excellencies of luxury, this wealth of the cities, no
the incentives of the conquerors. Neither the Spaniards nor these are wnqw'
en; they are the hordes of Tartan who wish to establish the traces of civilirs-
tion, to cut down with their savage axe the monuments of sit, to stifle Indus-
try, the vwy matters of the fret necessity. Their desire Is no other than a per-
severance of cruelty, an instinct of mischievousness, which causes 	 to en-

asuembled with firearms and sidearms, and, in company with some renegade Assert.
cans, they began to murder all that came or went by. The first who managed to
escape gave notice at one o'clock at night; a body of riflemen set out to recon-
noitre, and which it was neoaxy to lna?sae the following day, on which there
were found fresh bodies on the sides of the road, two women Included, one of them
wish child. The persecution continued In concord with the commandant of La
Gusyra and the governors of Malquitla, Csaysca and Anfl'nana, until there were
no trace, left of these .4n. who have expiated their crimes with their blood;
and the arms and munitions have been taken with which they was marching to
destroy the government.
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ploy their barbarity against even themselves Behold, then, 0 Venezuelans,
the advantages offered you by these chiA whom you looked upon before the
revolution as highwaymen I You, who unwary follow their banners, reflect
upon the reward you will receive to be Involved In an absolute extermination.
When the seed of generations shall be destroyed, when cities shall be reduced
to rubbish; when mature itself shall be annihilated, then abandoning Vene
suds so a haunt for wild beasts, the views of the Spaniards being satisfied,
shall go to those otherreglons of fertile America to complete the deefruction
of the New World. The origin of this evident undertaking unfolds itself
In Venezuela, Mexico and Buenos Ayres, to cover over finally the Intermediate
points I People of America I read In the events of this war the Spanish Inten-
tions: reflect on the destiny which Is being prepared for you. In order not to
disappear from the bee of the earth, decide what road Is left to you. Nations
of the world I who certainly do not desire that one half of the world be extin-
guished, know our s1.rn(ra. You will deduce the Inevitable alternative, that
either we most or they must be Immolated. You will be just: a handful of
upstarts should not prevail upon millions and millions of civilized men. You
already applaud our final Indispesable sentence, and the sn&age of the Uni-
verse Is that which most justifies It. 	

Anomo Mobs Tnn
kbadgua flea ffltns Sas February 14, 181&

13


	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7
	Page 8
	Page 9
	Page 10
	Page 11
	Page 12
	Page 13
	Page 14
	Page 15
	Page 16
	Page 17
	Page 18
	Page 19

