CHAPTER 1V.

1810.

PRELININARIES OF 19TN APRIL — REVENTE OF YBIS DAY  MADARIAGA OONORNSS — FIRSY ACYS
OF VAN JUNTA AUPARMA OF CARACAR — OORMISICNERS -~ BOLIVAL GORS 7O LOXDON —
OOXSEQUENCE OF NI LABGRE — DECRER OF IOX ROSCIO TO THN CIDOR NBREDIA — CONTRA-
ERVOLUTION OF THE LINACES —— PATAL NVENTS AT QUITO ON THAE 80 AvoCEY.

havo now arrived at the beginning of tha year 1810: dawn of glory as
also of unheard of misfortunes, as some ons has eaid.

Emparan is the Ose of the Captain Genaril of Venszuels, last and unfortunste .
relic of that succeasion of Governors which, beginning with Ambrosio de Al-
finger, Aleman, and Jorge Bpirs, in 1528, abhould close with him. Worse than
many of his predecessors, he, without doubt, is the most unfortunate, because
he was the Inst,

The months of January, February and March of that providunhnl year were
passed in anxieties and suspiciona, The patriots could assemble, with the
grestest precaution, only of nighta, in the country, by plausiblu pretexts, at the
house of the Senora Juana Antonia Padron, mother of the Montilla, s lady of
high apirit, of amiable intercourse, and wide cotnections with society. They
even aranged to have festive partiea in celebration of their birthdays and
other ovents of their families, 8o 8a to be able to communicate under this
appearsnce with more frequency and without danger. *

# Among the dates which Sefior Andres Bello farnished to Bestior Amunatiqul for
his blography furnished in Chill, there is one in relation to the epoch which I
sketch, and which confirme the fast of these family meetings, in which friends
¢ould communicate with more eass. In the date referred to, Bolivar s spoken of,
only trandently. I thns copy with dounble purpose. It says: * It was the custom
“then at Carscas to conduce more to the pleasures of the table, to read literary
“ gasays, by the means of which the poeta anbstituted the publishment which priat-
“jing would have faciiitated them if it had extsted.” *It was during two of these
“gumptuocs repasts with which Simon Bolivar sccustomed to feast his friends,
“where Don Andres Belio read two long-winded translations of verse, ¥iz: the ifth
“baok of the Eneid and the Zulina, s tragedy of Voltalre. The first pleased
* excoedingly, particularly Bolivar, whose vote in matters of taste was worthy of
“sstoom; Dut not thas the mecond, which was badly recelved, not because ihe
“translation was defective, but for the mmall intrinaic valus of the work itself.
“ Bolivar criticized Bello that he should have chosen this one among the rest of the
*“works of this smme suthor, and Don Andres, agreeing in the inferlority of the
“ Zulina, eonfessed to him that the reason of such a chelos was becauss the remain.
“ing tragedies of Voltaire having been translated, and not having dared to compete
“ with the intelllgences who had transferred them to our idiom.”
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Emparan, enraged at this pretention of liberty which the Venezuelans enter-
tained, and which was plainly written on the countenancos of many, became a
tyrant, and redoubled his persecutions. Bolivar was obliged to retire to his
country-seat in the Valley of Tuy, so as to evade being banished by one who
had before besn his friend. The Captain Juan Pablo Ayals and his brothers
recoivod orders to loave Caracas; the brothers Carsbafios were imprisonad st
Maracaibo ; Captain Don Diego Julon, at Margarita; Florencio Palacios, at Bar-
celons. Notwithatanding, the patriois were detarmined to strike a blow for
redemption, even if it would coat their lives.

The successes of the Imperial armsa in the Peninsula made it certain thet the
conguest and submission of Spain were inevitable, Bevilla had fallen into the
handa of the French, The Junta Centéal had taken refage st Cadiz; and even
this place was suffering a tarrible siege by General Bebastiani. All hopes of
alvation wers disappearing ; and even the rumor was circolated that Cadiz had
been taken, this conjecture being based on the fact that s schooner, *The
Roea,” had cleared from that port without the necessary documents. On so
important an occasion, the patriota, Bolivar, Martin Tuvar, Bojo, Blanco, Mon-
iilla, Angola, Ribas, Diaz Caasdn, and others, assembled at three o'clock in the
morning, at the residence of the Dr. Don Joss Angel Alamo, and there resolved
the last measures......*

Two days anterior thers had arrivad at La Guayra, by the Spanish Mail, the
following gentlemen, the Count Don Carlos Montufar, and the post Captain Don
Antonio Villavicencio, commissioned to announce the installation of the Council
of the Regency st Cadis, which had suoceeded the Junta Central; and alao, the
firet, to pacify the Kingdom of Quito, and the eocond to » dimilar miasion
in New Granads. TMls power wMich fluctuales in such a monner in the Pen
insula, exid Bolivar, and does not sscure flself, invitas us to cstablish Che Junta
¢/ Caracas and be governsd by ocursslees, These Commissioners arrived at
Caracas the 18th of April (Holy Wednesday), at 12 m, “They wete sar
rounded and received with open arms by Montilla, Botivar, 8ojo, and their
companions,” as says Diaz, ‘“becanss thess Oommissioners were naturally
seditious, and thp most applopriste to give an impulse to the rebellion. The
Regency did not know these men” This is merely aspetity. Bolivar, S8ojo
and Montills sarrounded Villavicencio and Montufar not because these were
seditious characters (ridlcnlous pretentions), but only with the ides of being
informed sbout the true state of affaim in Bpain, so as to act in accordanca,
The news, in effect, finally decided them to proceed with viger and sirike
the blow soon,

On the moming of the 19th of April the Corporation apsembled according

# There were also at different hours meetings at the houss of Don Valentin Ribas,
and at tht of Don Manusl Diss Camdo, not only to agres to the definitive execn-
tion of the plan, as much a8 to assure themselves of the good falth and firm deter
mination of the battalion of militis of the vallsys of Aragus, of which the Marquis
del Toro was Colonel; of some companics of the Grenadlers of the battalions of
militia commandsd by the Spaniard Don Franciseo Oworno, quartered outside the
walls of Carncas, and to whick belonged the patriotio officers Miguot Ustaris, Juan
Vicento Bolivar, Leandar Palagios, Tranaris and others. These foroes were the
base of operations; the worshipfal Corporation the focus of this revolutionary
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to custom, to amsist at the divine offices nt the Cathedral to celobrste Holy
Thureday, and invited the Governor, Emparan. 8till' more haughty and over-
bearing as he was, than watchful and on his guard, he sppeared in the Comnedl
Hall at the first call. There, whilst they were preparing to set out, he was con-
versed with on the state of the Puninaula, of the neccesity of establishing at
Venezuels a goverament of their own which would defend the common canm
and preserve the legitimate rights of the Monarch ; and even with unpardon-
able carclessness the names of several pareons ware named who were to com-
poss the future Junta. The Governor listened quietly to the propnsal, but
elading it, with haughtiness ho observed that, after the divine offices he wonld
talk further on this somewhat delicate subject. Baying this he put on his hat
and went out of the hall with & detormined air.

The tevalutionists Jooked at each other astonished ; they followed Emparan
mechanically, foreseeing wisfortunes and persecutions. It was evident that the
Cuptain-Geners! would order their imprisonment st the Church, as he slready
know several of the names.

With more than necessary politences and affability had he been spoken to,
but at the same time the word Junta had been mentioned, which was equive-
lent to despoiling him of his power. And most surely, such views wers ill in
sccordance with the pride and impatient violencs of Empsmn. The moment
was solemn.

Conceiving themsclves lost, the revolutionists bitterly socused themselves of
being too open and imprudently conflding ; and, although they did not repent
of their noble thoughts, they imagined their wishes frustrated.

The Cathedrol was opposite the Conncil Hall, in the middle of the Plasa;
on on¢ sids were drawn up the Guards. Porhaps Emparan wonld put himself
at the head of these troope to overthrow their plans of revolution, They all
koswit .. ... What suspense! They ave tronbled. Emparan passed. The
troope mloted him. At the door of the Cathedral was another guard of
Grenadiers of the Queen's regiment. . . ... New fexrn even more founded.
More time had been allowed for reflacton, . . . ..

What will happen? Panic was depicted in the countenances of the revo-
Jutiopists; their ayes were fixed on Emparan es if awaiting some prodigy that
would be displayed by his pemson. . . ...

As bo waa entering the temple, the intrepid patriot Don Francisco Ballas took
him by the srm, and, detaining him, prayed him to return to the councll-room,,
as the public good demanded it. At this instant, the sergeant and gremadiers.
of the gnard prepared their arms to punish -such a daring attempt; but the
captain, Don Lnis Ponte, who commanded them, and who was ignorant of the:
pinns of the day, ordered them to return their arma, snd was obeyed. On this,
the revolutionists repeated the intimation of Salias: the populace was agitated
and ignorant of what was occurring, incresscd the confusion. Epaparam, im:
the midat of all these scenes and confusions, hed esid por done nothing, hut.
returned to the council with Salisa. He plainly perceived the loss of his power
in thess forerunners of his min. Oun the way back the guard, who had fust
saluted him, now refused. This circumstanos completed his perturbation.

When he re-entered the comncil-room he was no longer Governor. .. . . .

Ho opposcd no resistance when the formation of a Junta Suprema was pro-
posed to him by the Dys, Juan German Roecio and Felix Soea, and it did not
even oceur to him to remark that these two Individuals took seats in the council:

8 .
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and spoke without any right not belonging to the body. Such was his per-

lexity 1 o
g New dangers, however, threatened the revolution, and wes on the point of
being defeated. The respect in wkich the majeety of the Bpanish suthorities
was held, waa such, that, in sPite of all, they were about to name Empamn
as Preaident of the Junta. Alrendy Roscio, even Roecio, so wary and prudent,
was in the act of writing it off in this sense, when the man presented himself,
who had been chosen by I'rovidence to cnmplete thia great deed of the revolu-
tion, This man was the Dr. Don José Cortes Madariaga, a native of Chili, and
deacon nf the cathedral of Caracas. He was, at that moment, confessing, when
he was informod by some one of what occurred. . . . . . The weakness of the
municipals infsmed him,

He, on tbe instant, set out to the corporation-houss, eptared, and took s seat,
calling himsslf a * deputy of the clergy,” and, in the presence of Emparan, for-
eibly and energetically reprehended the onwary members who, with unheard-
of blindness, were on the point of placing themselves and others st the mercy
of the Captain-Generdl, and to sacrifice forever the project of sovereignty,
which they had begun to put into practice under such happy auspices.

Cortes was & man of 8 daring nature, of a passionste and energetic condition,
naturally fluent, and when excited by peril or an obstacle, self-possessed and
thundering. His peroration terrified Empsaran, who began to recover from
his first surprise. Madariaga depicted the true-state of affairs in the Penivsula,
and enforced the neceasity of forming in Venezuels a self-government ; and con-
cluded, demanding the deposition of the Qovernor as a measure of vital im-
portance for the public weal. * Yes,” hosaid, with sparkling eyes, *“I demand
L in the namg of justics and qf the country ; in the name of our liberty.”

The noble energy of this meritorious American eoclesiastic and his just appre-
ciation of the value of things end the moment, is one of the incidents of
greatest intereat and sttyaction which were shown iu the great panorama on
the 18th of April, 1810,

There was now no compromise in the situation of affairs brought about by
the manly words of the Deacon of Chili, Either they would betray the move-
ment or break off with Emparan, This one recurrod to the people, judging
that he wounld find leas severity from the populace than bo had met with from
the council ; and in & loud voice, he asked them from the balcony whether they
were contented with his rule. Madariags, meanwhile, knew too much to
confide the result of so difficult a8 subject to the ignornce or fickleness of &
populace, and remaining a little distance bebhind Emparan, he made signa to
the people to say, No., Several of the parties interested then cried out, * No, no,
we do do want you; we do not want you;" worda which were taken up by
the people with more expressive clamor, and to which Emparan discouraged
answered, “ Then I also do not want yow”

Thus ended this transcendental act forever memorable |

The revolation was consummated by the daring of Baliss and the patriotic
adherence and the timely warmth of the Deacon Cortes de Madariaga.

- Good as well as evil live in the minds of men. The history of Balias and
Mudariags is united to that of Emparan ; but thess live in trinmph, this one
ininfamy!.....

The Junta of Caracas at first worked on the principle “of the right of
self-government by tha provinces of America in defanit of a general govern-
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ment.” The Corporation did not recognize the suthority of the Regency
established st Cadiz, and announced that Venczuels, “by right of her natursl
and political rights, would proceed to the formation of a government which
wounld exercigs authority in the name and in representation of Ferdingnd VIL"

This agreement is dated 10th April, 1810. Many of the population of SBouth
America jmitated the exatmplio given by Caracas. Bogsta formed her Junta
Gubernativa on the 20th of July; Chili the 18th Beptember.®* The revolution
for the Independence of America had (aken its first step! ... .. The acts
with which our Junta insogurated their existence and declared it to the world,
are remarkable,

Emparan, Basadre ubd other authopities of the old rule, they expelled,
embarking them with due safety to the United States, paying their salarics,
and presenting them with all they required for the expenses of their voyage.

To the Spanish residents they spoke in sn exquisits proclamation, informing
them that they should be treated with the same affection and consideration as
the Americans, as they were all brothers, cordially and sincerely united by the
same cause.

To the Venezuelans they tendered an invitation to union and fraternity to
which mutual dutice and interests impelled them. '

To the Americans of the several sections of the continent they proclaimed
their giorions revolution, saying to them: “ Veneguels bas placed herself in the
ranka of free nations, and hastens to annonnce this fact to her neighbors; so
that, if the dispesitions of the New World are in accordance with our views,
they will contribute to help her in the great and diffcult career which she has
undertaken. Virtue and moderation has been our motto ; fruternily, vnion and
gencronity should be yours, so that, by your participation in the combinativn of
these great principles, be produoed the great work of RAIRING AMERICA TO TEE
POLITICAL DIGNITY WHICH 80 RIGHTPULLY BRLOXGA TO HER,” )

And by these means sbolished tho hateful tribute of the Indians, freed from
the excias tax all articles of firvt necossity, prohibited the Introduction of slarery
into Venezuela, caused to be formed patriotic societles for the improvement of
imdustry and agricultare, and organized the different branches of public admi-
nistration.

Such was the genercus gpirit which animated, the first revolution of Bouth
America—a revolution without bloodshed, without hatred or vengennce,

Another of the cares of the Junts was that of sending confidential commiseion-
ers to Coro, Barinas, Maracaibo, Barcelona, Margarits, Cumana y Guyana, so as to
invite theso provinces into the Unfon. It alsc wrote to the Regency and sent
envoys to the Antilles, to Banta F¢, to the United 8tates of North America and
Great Britain to make known the action of Costa Firme and to search for help
and sympathics for the revolutinn. The Commimioners to His Britannic
Majeaty wera the Brevet-Colonel Don Bimon Bolivar, and the Commissary Dop

* In Buenos Ayres, more or less the scenes which happened were the same as at
Carscan. There the movement took place the 23d May, on which day the Den D.
Juan Jos¢ Castelll, s speciality similar to cur Madariagm, declared st an end the
fipanish governmeat, {llegitimate the installation of the Regency, and dangerons
to public liberty tho Captaln General D. Baltasar Hidalgo de Cisneros, whom they
embarked in an English sloop. Busnos Ayres proclalmed the right of constituting
a government itself by its own laws, and by men born in the country.
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Luis Lopez Mendez, and, as alfaché, Don Andres Bello, Commissary of War and
Officer in tho Departinent of the Becretary of Btats of the Bupreme Junta. These
sailed for London about the middle of June in the British slocp of war'* Gens-
ral Wellington,” Captain Georges, which was offered to the Junta by Admiral
Cochrane, commanding thoe British Naval forces of that department. The
rosmlts of thess commissions were different. The greater part of the provinces
which formed the Captain Generaley of Venezuala easily followed the example
which Caracas had given; but Guyana, Coro and Maracaibo did not sitend to
the invitation, bat remained for a longer time slaves to fanaticiam, and were
opposed to it

The Commissioner to Coro, Don José Antonlo Anzolo, was listened to with
contempt, and refused with indignation, by the Brigadier-Genersl Don Josd
Ceballoa, Governor of that provines,

The emissaries of peace and friendship, Don Vicento Tejera, Don Disgo Jumo
and Don Andres Moreno, for Maracaibo, were detained at Ancon by the Gov-
ernor, Don Fernando Miyarce, without being permitted to enter the ¢ity. They
were aftorwards put into the Castillo of Ban Carlos, from whenos they were
sent in a vessel, under arrest, to Puertc Rico, where they were judged, and con-
demned as rebels. Don Salvador Melendez, Governor of Puerto Rico, immedi-
ately sepultured them in the subtorrsnean celle of the Morro, where they
romained for six months; and did leave their prison only at the efficacious
solicitation of Admiral 8ir Alexander Cochrane. Don Marlano Montilla and
Don Vicente Balias were better received at Curacan, Jumaica, Barbadoes and
the ather Antilles; but Don J. R. Revenga and F. Orea, Commissioners to the
United States, wero not recelved so favorsbly, the Government manifested
coolness and very Little sympathy. Who would have believed it |

The Deacon Cortes Madariags, Commimdoner to-Santa Fé, who, from the
moment he left Caracas, had began an spostolate of liberty, enconntered several
obetacles on his way., At Merids be got into prodicaments; but, owing to his
resoluts mind and to his intelligent expedients in difficulties, he managed to
come out safely.*

Bolivar and Lopez Mendez met s warm reception at London from the

4 In a letter dated 10th February, 1611, from the hacienda de Estanques, in the
jurisdiction of Marids, and directed to Don Francisco Berrio, Cortes wrote: “ We
“oozntinued on our journey withoot haviug met with any danger in the midst of
 the imponderabls inconvenlenoces and rizks through which we have passed, which
tiwe are still left to suffar, and you may beliave it, that if I had not taken the
charge of the commission which I carry on, already wounld the devil have scoffed
“ gt the emancipation of Caracas; never will the province repay me the efforts and
“fatigues which I pasa through for her weifare. You will esteem it as such, calling
“on Roscio, and informing yourself of the dispsiches, &¢. Napoleon has conqoered
“by the means of arms, and if I have not conquered with them, at least I have
“opened the rosd to the champlons who wish to take advantage of it from the peo-
“pla by constancy and fiery oration. 1 have sosts mysel! arrestsd and excommuni-
cated by that o1d dotard Midanes (thia wasz the Biskop of Meridy), but by presence of
“mind 1 have triumphed over all his attempts. Had it not beon that the mingion
*would have been endangered, this satrap wonld now be on his way there, riding
*on an asg; he merita nothing elee, in company with his Secretary Talavers and
“other persons of his troupe.* Nothing dissovers so forcibly the strength of mind
acd intelligence of the Deacon Don Joad Cortes Madariaga.
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Marquis of Wellealey, Minister of Biate and Foreign Affairs, the most pleasing
sssurances having been offered them by the aforenamed minister, his son, Mr.
Wellcaley, member of Parlinment, by 8ir A, Cochrane and his Royal Highoem
the Duke of Gloncoater, They confirmed them to that effect, by their lettern
of the 33 and 4th August, 1810. But England was allied to Spain, and it wes
only possible for them to go so far as to suthorize the Guvernom of British
Antillen to help and amist with such means as should be judged necessary to
sastain the Governments of America, wAalevsr thoy should de, aguinst the
intrigues and attacks from the despot of France.® At the same time that
Bolivar was endeavoring to procure favorabls answers from the British Gov-
ernment to the propositions msde by him and his worthy colleague, he was
also writing, and caused to be published in the Morning Ohronidle, articles
agrainst the decres of blockade issued by the Regency, demonstrating to all the
true character of the revolution of Venezusla. The letter published in the
Morning Chronicls, the 5th Beptember, from “A 8paniard in Cadis to & Frieed
in London,” is written by Bolivar. The contents treat of the dacree of block-
ade of Costa Firma, ordered by the Bpanish Govemnment ; an injurious decree,
which disagreeably surprised our Commissioners in London.

Afterwards, considering that he would be of more use in his own country,
he thought of retuming, lesving in London Sefior Mendez. Bolivar had tho
pleasure to aasist with all his power the Commissioners sent by Buenos Ayves
to solicit from England the friendship and alliance of that powerful and liberal
nation. Bpanish America, when she had broken the fetiers which bound her
to Bpain, turned her eyes to that people friendly to lberty; presented to them
the occasion to give to the world a brilliant testimony of their love of juatice,
and to exorcies their powerful influence in favor of s weak and afflicted people.

When, as bas been secn, Miyares insulted in the imprisonmont of Tejers,
Jugo and Moreno by his arbitrarity, the rights of people, an auditor, Don
Josi Francisco Heredia, deputed by the Junta Central of Spain to the
Supremo Court of Carscas, communicated to this Government his desire of
going there, with power from the Captain-General of Cubs to negotiate a recon-
cilistion with the Venezuelan authorities. Here, then, was an oceasion for our
Government to display its noble manner of prooeeding, snd to shame 8pain for
her bese conduct. Thus it wes that Dr. Roscio answered Senor Heredia,
incloning bim s safe passport, in this scnse ; * Whilst oor Commissioners have
boen most grossly abused and insulted, from the Coro to the Castle of Lapara
and the Morro of Puerto Rico, your worship shall, by the inclneed passport, be
socured a safe and inviolable passage from the same Curo to Carncas, by the
sacred word of the wortly commander of our forces of the Weet, and under
the invulnorable shield of moderation and decornm of all those who exist
under the regenerating influences of the new system, incapable of violating the
sscrod character of ambasssdor, which your worship now fllla.” ¢

It was fortunate to bave this occasion of displaying iteclf; and the Govern-
ment sccrodited itself, having properly taken sdvantage of this singular stroke
of fortune.

# Clrcular divected by Lord Liverpool, Secretary of the English Coloniee to the
authorities of the Antilies (Sth August, 1810)

4 Decres of 28th Beptember, 1810, inserted in the “Gaceta of Carncas,” and re-
produced in the * Diario politico of Santa ¥e,” No. 7.
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Buch was the state of affairs when the Junta was presented with a new and
more sublime opportunity to display its magnanimity and the modersticn of
ita principles, Encouraged by the co-opurstion of Coballoa and Miyares, and
adrised by Dr. Don José Bernabe, Diaz of the College of Lawyers of Caracas,
Doz Francisco and Don Manuel Gonzales de Linares, Spaniards, natives of
Yantander, projected a reaction which shounld remove the power from American
hands and re-estublish the former rule. The plot waa ripened and was about
to be put into effect, when the confession of two officers of the Queen's Regi-
ment, Don Jos$ Ruiz and Don Josd Mires, who wero implicated, frustrated
the attempt. The trial was actuelly proceeded with ; it was transmitted to the
Jjudge on the B1st October, and sentence was rendered shortly afterwards, The
penslty of capital punishment was not imposed upon any of them; they only
suffered that of being expelled. The Junta did not desire blood, lenieat
ponaltles being considered sufficient to punish with,

This took place st Caracas. The conduct of the Junta was prained by sll,
when the mail from Banta F'4 brought the unkappy news of the bloody tragedy
which occurred at Quito.

The most lively foclings were expressed when the official communication of
tho news wns made known .

The inhabitants wore mourning without waiting the order of the Govern-

.ment, in demonstrution of their profound sorrow for the slanghter of the first
martyrs of liberty, On all sides, cnergetic words of feeling, mournful songs,
were heard ; terrible threata were uttered against those who had etalned their
hands with the innocent blood of the Quitonisn patriots.....

‘What happened at Quito I will describe in brief terms.

The bruve Ecuatorians participated in the same revolutionary ideas, mnvuul
in all America, and which will always be the symbol of oppressed nations ; and
by reason of mere circumatance it was reserved to them to mske the firet e!fort
at throwing off the yoke, A preliminary meeting had taken place the 85th
Octoler, 1808, ot the plantation of Chillo, under the direction of Don Juan
Pio Montufar, Marquis of Sclva Alegre; and they agreed to form s Junta 8u-
prema thot should take charge of tho destinies of the country. This pmject
was kept secrot, although it was confided to the Rector of La Merced, Fray
Jost de Torresana ; and this was the evil, as the good Rector divalged it (always
in sccret) till it arrived to the ears of Don Francisco J. Manmnos, Assessor-
geoeral of the Gnvernment. By the Bth March, 1808, the Marquis Don Juan de
Dios Morales, former Secretary of the Presidency ; Don Manuel Quiroge, lawyer,
and the Captains Juan Salinas and Nicolas Pefis were all imprisoned. Nothing
however could be proved against them in the trial ; and the process, although
noisy, ended favorably. The congpirators returned to their bomes, and to
prosocute with redoubled vigor their patriotic plans. On one side they ware
encouraged by their success: om the other, by the sympathy with which they
met among the people, and thus advised to better seanon their plans, and always
to rely upon them.

The ringleaders of this projected revolution, although clceely watchod by the
suthorities of Quito, persovered in their plans; asembling at the house of the
Senora Dofis Mannela Cafizares, s lady of manly character, elevsted spirit,
aad of great influence, as much oo account of her graoce and basuty, as for the
charm and ease of her manoers.

Towards the end of the manth of Jaly, 1809, the minds of all being so cxalted
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that they were alresdy degenerating into imprudencs, caused the principal
suthors of the movement to think that it was necessary to precipitate the end
of the undertaking, so as not to expose the cause to miafortunc,

The 10th Acgust was the day flxed.

On the night of the 9th, at a quarter past midnight, the conspigacy took
effect. In consequence of which Don Manuel Urriz, Count Ruiz de Castillo,
President of Quitn, hin Asseasor Manzancs, and the other magistrates and
military officers, were imprisoned.

On the spot, a Junts with the title of Bupreme was zonstitated.

The patriots of Quito did not spare any efforta in manifesting and declaring,
by luminous proclamations and speeches, that their revulution bad mo other
object in visw bat that of saving those dominiens, rescuing them from the
hands of treachernns and frenchified Europesns; contesting at the same time
the right of the Janta of Bevilla in appropriating to itself the authority of the
King during his captivity, But it happened, in spits of these sincere snd
spontaneous expositions, that the Governors of Guayaquil, Cuenca and Pahaysn,
did not favor the movement ; that the inhabitants of the capitular district of
Pasto considered it against their conscience to declare themsclves against the
old man King de Castilla, notwithstanding his weskness and well-known hatred
of the Americans; that the Viceroy of Banta F'é, D. Antonio Amar threatened
the Junta that ha would march to destroy them, if they did not restore affairs
to their former state, and finally that the Spaniards contrived to organize, with

tho co-operstion of some of the natives, 2 contra revolution in the country,
south of Quito. Thus all seemod to work against the new edifice erected by
ths free Quitoniana
~ In such an emergency, the president of the Junta (then D. Torcuato Guerrero)
stipulated with Ray de Castills, to concede the presidency on condition that
he should always preserve and maintein the Junta. The old Count agreed to
this, giving bis word of honor to keep it unchanged, and sdded that he could
not even remember what had passed. But scarcely had he the power in Lis
hands, when he dissolved the Junts, and infamously imprisoned in filthy cclls
gixty persons, Persccutions were actively begun, aud tbe reinforcements of
troops, which Ruiz do Castilla reccived from the Viceroys of Peru and Now
Granada, gave him more courage to oppress those who had committed no other
fault than that of wishing to be men, and ts enjoy the dignity of such. The
trials were proceeded through with surprising sctivity; the judge demanded
the penalty of death against those tried; snd coufiscation and the cruelties and
injustice of the old man Uniez Connt Ruiez de Unastilla were such, that the
Viceroy of Banta F'é aaw himself foroed to take into his own hands the trial,
from the clawn of those tigers of unhappy Quito.

The reader may then judge what were the enormities of the trial |

This intervention of the Viceroy of Banta E6 waa censured aa being impolitic,
and that it only encouraged trajtors, teking from them the fear of punish-
ment, The trial waa at last transmitted, as they could not do otherwise; but
then they imagined nightly cebals to rescue the prisoners and prepare an-
other political explogion; they affirmed disturbances that never existed, alarms,
conapiracies . . . .. and gave orders that the prisoners should be murdered in
cold blood on the announcement of the least attempt.

The order being once given, the execution was not long delayed,

On the 2d of August, at half-past one o’clock, six unknown men, armed with
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knives, caused a distorbance . . . .. and those meritable and innocent patriots
chained down in the most obacure and filthy dungeons, wers all assassinated
without the lesst pity, in violation and utter contvmpt for the most solema
promises! Morales, Salinas, Aacisubi, Quiroge, the priest Rio Frio, and numer-
ous others were murdered in the most cruel manner, and their bodies stripped
nude and insolted by the soldiars who had execated this horrible crime.* The
government of the mother country recompensod with rank and distinction those
who had ordered and executed this infamous strocity . . ... what horror]
“To bestow distinction on those who do well, is right,” as one of the wisest
kings of Spain said, “ bocause justice is not only to prevent evila, but also to
distinguish sction,” But alaa! on this moet porrowikl occagion, the ideas and
principles of right in sntagonism, evil was recompensed, honors bestowed on
the executioner, and distinctions on thoee who had quenched their raging thirst
with innocent American blood! Unhappy America, which in all cases and by
oll means was always destined to be the victim, Bitter tears ahe shed, on be-
bolding her peopls cut down by the sword; witneesing the unfortunata fate of
her best children, sacrificed in prisona, . .. ..

And even yot she was forced to rejoice in the prize conforred on her exocu-
tioners and sssaegins |

# By the suggestions of Don Pedro Calisto, an unnataralizad American, the lifo-
less bodies of Morales, Quirogs, &c., were ahont to be hung on the scafiold. Such
s barbarous measure, worthy of belng executed by the Spanish authorities who in
Quito opened a long career of crime which they should have to eommit during the
wear for independence, was abandoned on the mournfal supplications of the Bishop
Cuero and his Provisor the Safor Caicedo.
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