
SOUTH AMERICA
Argentina

Indso 181 of the Ley de Patentes fixes the
license tax for commercial travellers in the cap-
ital and the national territories at $500 a year,
whileeach province fixes its owntax which varies
from $400 to $8000 MIN. ($1 MIN = 4~.6
cents United States currency.) While the mini-
mum tax in the city of Buenos Aires is $.500
MIN a year, many get out of this by declaring
themselves '<oorredoree " (brokers), thereby
paying only $150 MIN. This is all, however,
according to arrangements made with the offi-
cials in charge of this business and depends to
a great degree upon the way they viewthe mat-
ter at the time or their disposition.

Many commercial travellers avoid the pay-
ment of any tax at all by doing business
through some house already established in the
city. All commercial travellers, regardless of
nationality, receive equal treatment. The license
fees charged by the various provinces are as
follows: -

P..,., M/N.
Buenos Aires, not in- Salta .

eluding the capital. 400 Cordoba . .

• Also issued for ball year.
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Santa Fe .
Entre Rioe
Mendoza .
luju" ..
'1'IicUmaD .

p"""" MIN. P"""" MIN.
• 4OCHl00 Corrientes .•.. . 605
· . . 600 San lnan. . . .. . t960
• CIOlhWOO Santiago del Estero . 600
• • . 200 Rioja •..... • 100
• tlOO-iOOO

It is impossible to give the exact license fee
payable in each province, as it entirely depends
upon the class of business, and the official in
charge is the sole judge in this matter.

ADIlU8SION OJ' SAMPLES

Samples without commercial value are passed
by the Argentine customs without payment of
duty, while those of value are either stamped or
marked in such a way as to render them unfit
for sale, or are charged with import duty, which
is refunded if they are reexported within six
months.

Bolivia

Commercial travellers in Bolivia are liable
onlY to the payment of a municipal tax, the
amount of which is fixed by the different munici-
palities in the republic. The receipt for such
payment serves as a license to the traveller to

t Montbly licenses also issued.
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conduct his business within the area of the de-
partment of which the municipality which col-
lects the tax is the capital. The tax varies also
according to the class of goods in which the
traveller deals, but in no case does it exceed the
sum of 800 boliviano. (about $115). There are
eleven departments and territories in Bolivia.

Bras:il
Commercial travellers are not required in

Brazil to have any special documents, such as
passports, legitimation papers, or certificates.
On entering the country they have no formali-
ties to comply with, and may bring with them
samples, which are subject to the ordinary
tariff duties, as will be seen below.

While no license is required by the Federal
Government from commercial travellers, yet if
the latter do not wish to confine themselves to
solicitation of orders and desire to be in a posi-
tion to enforce contracts through Brazilian
courts, it is necessary for them to register.

Without registration a firm or individual is
not able to bring suit to enforce a debt, and per-
sons buying of an agent who has not been reg-
istered pay for their goods or not as they
choose, the agent being without legal remedy if
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he sells goods before being registered. As a
means of avoiQing such expense and for other
reasons, a large number of travelling represent-
atives establish relations with some local house
which is registered, as all commercial houses
must be in Brazil, and after selling his goods
he turns the business over to the local concern,
which, in accordance with an understanding
had in that respect, makes the collections and
assumes the responsibilities of the business. In
this manner the tax in some of the larger places
is avoided. In many portions of the republic
such a plan is not possible, and it is necessary
to take out the license required by the state law.

COMMERCIAL TRAVELLERS UNDER LOCAL LAWS

In most of the states and in several munici-
palities a license has to be procured by commer-
cial travellers, the fees being fixed, as a rule, in
the annual budget law. They are therefore apt
to change from year to year. The taxes and
fees in the states and municipalities in regard
to which the department has obtained official
information are as follows:-

Federal District. - In the Federal District
commercial travellers are subjected to the taxes
imposed by decree No. 514!!, of February !l7,
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1904, which regulates the collection of taxes on
industries and professions.

The exerci.e of commerce by foreign traY-
ellers is subject only to notification to he giVeJl
to the Recebadoria, whichdetermines the amount
of license-fee taxes up to 1000 tnilrei, ($SOO).
The latter is determined in conformity with the
proviaion of the above decree and of No. 8621.
of March 16, 1900, subject to the following
conditions: -

.4. If the commercial travellers confine them-
selves to carrying with them samples of mer-
chandise to serve as a basis of orders or ship-
menta they are not subject to any tax.

B. If they make their residence in Rio de
Janeiro and show their samples to customers,
they have to pay a tax on industries and pro-
fessions, and must pay the fixed tax of 80 mil-
rea. ($14) and the proportional tax of 10 per
cent on the rent of the place occupied by their
trade.

C. If they do not contine themselves to mere
samples, and maintain warehouses or carry
stock, they are regarded as wholesale mer-
chants, on whom the taxes vary in conformity
with the nature of the article which they sell.

D. If in cases B and C the article dealt in
should be subject to a consumption tax, then, in
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addition to the tax on industries and profes-
sions, the registration license in connection with
said consumption tax must also be paid.

In the taxes above mentioned are not included
municipal taxes .

Alagoa«. - By virtue of decree No. 820, of
January 41,1905, commercial travellers in that
state pay an annual tax of 50$000 ($15). No
municipal taxes are required •

.4.maBOfI4'. - By the budget law in force, the
taxes to which commercial travellers of firms
domiciled abroad, bringing samples, are sub-
ject to in that state are 400$000 ($UO) in the
capital; 200$000 ($60) in the suburban zones,
cities, and villages of the interior; 150$000
($415) on rivers navigable by steamships, and
100$000 ($30) in the other zones of the state.

Bahia. - The tax formerly levied has been
recently abolished, owing to the general evasion
of payment of the tax.

Ceara. - The tax collected by that state has
varied from 200$000 to 500$000 ($60-$150)
in the different years included from the period
of 1898 to the present date. The present tax
of 800$000 ($90), with 50 per cent additional
by virtue of Article i of law No. 877, of Feb-
ruary 11, 19m, is collected on foreigners aa
well as natives.
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Goyaz. - The tax to which commercial trav·

ellers are subject in that state is iOO$Ooo($60)
for each commercial house they represent, be
they foreign or native, when selling by means
of samples, catalogues, or by whatever other
means.

Para. - There is no state tax on commercial
travellers. The tax of 1: 000$000 ($800) col-
lected in Belem since 1900 is a municipal one
and applies to strangers and natives alike.

Consul Pickerell reports a reduction of the
municipal tax on commercial travellers in the
city of Para, which went into effect in 1908.
The tax has been fixed at $100, which, with
the percentage charged for hospitals, stamps,
and other fees, brings the total charge to
$118. The consul warns travelling men not to
try to do business until after they have se-
cured their license, as the penalty for evasion
is confiscation of samples, together with a
heavy fine.

Parahyba. - Under the budget law in force
commercial travellers are subject to a tax of
100$000 ($30) and ~Oper cent additional.

Parana. - Law No. 596, of March !t4, 1905,
provides for a tax of 1000 milreil ($300) on
commercial travellers, in addition to the tax on
industries and professions; the same tax has
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to be paid by local merchants if they represent
commercial houses not located in that state.
Persons attempting to evade the payment of
the tax are subject to a fine equal to three
times the amount due.

Piatihy. - The budget law in force does not
contain taxes of any sort payable by commer-
cial travellers. In the first municipality visited
by peddlers a tax of 150$000 ($45) is collected,
and 100$000 ($80) in any other which they may
visit. The municipality of Therezina, capital
of the state, also imposes a tax of 50$000 ($15)
" on the merchants who make commercial tours
with samples."

Pemam1»Jco. - In accordance with article
No. ll6 of Table B of the budget law in force,
that state collects from commercial travellers
the fixed tax of 200$000 ($60).

Consul George A. Chamberlain reports that
the municipal tax of 150$000 ($45 United States
currency) on commercial travellers visiting the
city of Pernambuco has been abolished. This
exemption does not apply to peddlers or to
travellers accompanied by actual goods other
than samples.

Rio GrOll'ldedo Norte. - This state does not
collect a' tax on commercial travellers, either
foreigners or natives.
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Santa CatAarina. - This state does not col-

lect any tax on commercial travellers.
Silo Paulo. - No state tax is levied on com-

mercial travellers. Most of the municipalities
have placed a prohibitive tax on peddlers.

Sergipe. - No state tax is levied on commer-
cial travellers, the former tax having been re-
cently abolished, as it was found to be largely
evaded.

The bureau has no official information as to
license fees in other Brazilian states, but is
credibly informed from other sources as to the
following states:-

E,pirito Santo. - There is no state tax. In
the city of Victoria there is a municipal tax of
500 milreil ($150). In other cities the tax
varies from 50 to !t50 milreil ($15 to $75).

Marankilo. - A fixed tax of 62.5 milreil
($18.75) and IS per cent additional is levied on
commercial travellers.

Matto Grosso. - The latest available infor-
mation for that state is for 190!t, when the
state tax was 600 milrei, ($180) for commercial
travellers representing one firm and 1000 mil-
rei. ($800) if representing more than one.

There are, moreover, municipal taxes of 150
milrcia ($45) in the city of Corumba and 50
milreil ($15) in Sao Luiz.
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Mina. Geraes. - No state or municipal taxes

are said to be levied here.
Rio Grande do Sul, - State tax, 150 milreil

($45). Municipal taxes: Porto Alegro, 200
milreil ($60); Pelotas, 200 milreil ($60);
Bage, 400 milrei. ($120).

ADlIUSSION OF SAMPLES

Samples brought by commercial travellers are
subject to payment of duty, which is not re-
funded when taken out of the country. The
only exception is in the case of samples the duty
on which does not exceed 1 milrei. (80 cents),
which are admitted free.

Samples are allowed exemption from the etC-
pediente duty of 10 per cent, of which article
No. 560 of the custom-house laws treats.

The trunks in which samples are usually
transmitted and to which they are tributary
must pay duty, but in view of a complaint al-
ready presented the Ministry of Foreign Rela-
tions has asked the Treasury Department, on
the 4th of April, 1907, to urge on the National
Congress to pass the necessary legislative act
for their free admission. It is recommended
that commercial travellers who have already
paid in one port in Brazil the customs duty
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on samplesobtain a pass from the custom house
of that port, in order that the samples may be
allowed free entry in the next port.

By virtue of decree No. 1108, of February
II, 1908, all merchandise sent from a foreign
country for consumption in Brazil must be ac-
companied by consular invoices, whether it
comesby sea or by land. But such documents
are dispensed with when the commercialvalue
of the samples in the exporting port does
not exceed$50 United States currency, includ-
ing the expenses of freight, commission,pack-
ing, etc.

In case of dissatisfaction with the decision
of the appraiser who passes upon the samples,
an appeal can be made to the inspector of the
custom house. From him the appeal can be car-
ried to the fiscal delegates of the respective
states, and finally to the minister of !azmao
(treasury) in Rio de Janeiro. For the customs
dispatch it is more convenient that an official
mediator be present, and it is in the interest of
the commercial traveller to secure in the most
practical manner the servicesof an experienced
arbiter - for example, a friendly merchant re-
siding in the place.

216



GUIDE TO LATIN AMERICA
Chile

Commercial travellers are admitted to Chile
without any restrictions, and may travel and do
business without special permission or license.

Samples of merchandise may be admitted to
the country without the necessity of immediate
payment of customs duties, provided these sam-
ples do not consist of entire pieces of fabrics
or complete sets of articles which would take
from them the character of samples. Duties
must be eventually paid on the goods if they
remain more than six months in Chile. If within
six months they are shipped to another port of
the republic or to a foreign port no duties
need be paid. In lieu of the payment of the
duties at the time of disembarkation a note is
given to the custom house for the amount due,
according to the tariff law, payable in six
months' time. If the samples do not leave the
port within six months the customs officials of
that port proceed to collect on the note.

Colombia

Commercial travellers are not required to pay
any license fee or tax in order to do business in

217



GUIDE TO LATIN AMERICA
Columbia,' but in some municipalities a local
tax is collected. Travellers on arrival in the
country must present a passport from their
home government, viseed by the Colombian
minister or consul accredited to the country
or port of embarkation.

According to a presidential decree of May
IS, 1911, samples imported by commercial
travellers, when consisting of articles that may
be utilized industrially, are subject to duty in
accordance with the respective classes in the
customs tariff, as well as to the prescribed
surtaxes and penalties, if they are not accom-
panied by a consular invoice. Commercial
travellers bringing in samples up to an amount
of 1000 kilos (l!,204.6 pounds) with a view to
re-exporting them are required to furnish bond
for the amount of duty to which they may be
subject, as well es for interest at the rate of
l! per cent per month, to be forfeited in case
the samples should not be re-exported within
a year. The importer is to retain the mani-
fest issued by the custom house through which
the samples were imported, 80 es to enable the
customs officials to identify them upon expor-
tation, when the bond is cancelled.

The Ministry of the Treasury of Colombia
has given a special ruling in regard to the
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importation of samples. If a case pf samples
is without a consular invoice, but is accom-
panied by a manifest in which the samples are
duly set down, there shall be a charge equal to
twice the amount of the consular fees. If,how-
ever, the samples are not properly specified
in the manifest, there shall be a surtax of 10
per cent, in addition to twice the amount of
the consular fees.

Passengers' baggage, up to the weight of
150 kilos (330.69 pounds) per person, is ad-
mitted free of duty, provided it is clearly ap-
parent that the goods are for their personal
use, and are presented by the traveller in per-
son at the custom house on entry into the
country. Any excess of said weight, not ac-
companied by a consular invoice, is dutiable as
the most highly taxed class in the tariJI.

Consul-General White has the following to
say on the subject of transportation: -

At present and until transportation facilities
are much changed and improved, all perishable
goods destined for the interior of the country
should be so packed as to exclude moisture, and
in bundles not exceeding 1!t5 pounds in weight,
for convenient transportation on mule back, by
peons, or in canoes.

All merchandise that is transported via the
1t19



GUIDE TO LATIN AMERICA
Magdalena River is subject to a temperature
of at least 100° Fahrenheit for a period of
about ten days, and articles, such as photo-
graphic films,pharmaceutical preparations, etc.,
are often ruined through insufficient or negli-
gent packing. Goods destined for the interior
are exposed to the downpour of tropical rains
and may accidentally be submerged in crossing
mountain streams or in careless handling in
canoes. Merchandise may now be forwarded
from the Magdalena River to Bogota ma the
Cambao Cart-Road, but evenby this route there
is no assurance that it will not be damaged by
water.

Ecuador
There is no special law in Ecuador respect-

ing commercial travellers, but a license (100
sucres = $10.00) must be obtained before
goods can be sold; samples are admitted free
of duty, provided a written guaranty, signed by
some responsible firm of the port of entry, is
presented to the collector of customs to the
effect that the samples will be reshipped within
a specified time, either three, six, nine, or twelve
months from date of entry.

Advertising matter and samples of no com-
mercial value, whether brought by the traveller
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or sent by post or Ireight, are admitted Iree 01
duty.

In addition to that, commercial travellers
enjoy the right, in common with all other trav-
ellers, to bring with them up to 150 kilos (8S0
pounds) 01 personal baggage.

GUIANA

Britilh Guiana

No licenses, lees, or taxes are required Irom
commercial travellers visiting the colony. The
lollowing regulations have reference to admis-
sion 01 samples 01 commercial travellers:-

1. .. Commercial travelJerB" shall _ aDd include 8ZJ1
per80D who satisfies the comptroller 01 CIIItoma that he III
1I01icitiDg orders for goods on behalf of bUBineas people IMltaide
01 the coJoo.y.

i. Commercial travellers shaD be entitled to obtain a ~
viDonai permit for the ~ion of aDJ' articles imported by
them into the colony which the comptroller of cuatouIII is aati.-
fledarebonafiiUlI&IllpIea.

Dutch Guiana (Sumaam)
No license has to be taken out by commercial

travellers, other than those dealing in spirits,
whomust pay the tax levied on dealers in spirits.
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Samples of no value are admitted free of duty.

Those having commercial value are inspected by
the customs officials, and security has to be
given for the payment of import duties. On
exportation the goods are again officially in-
spected, and import duty for any that have
been sold is deducted from the security. There
is no limit of time fixed for the exportation of
the samples.

French Guiana
The laws and regulations in force in France

are generally applied also throughout the col-
onies and dependencies of the republic.

Paraguay
Commercial travellers are divided into three

classes, according to the volume and importance
of their business, paying taxes of l!tOO, 800,
and 550 pUOI, respectively (about $100, $75,
and $45).

Samples having value pay duty, but the
amount of the duty may be deposited in cash,
the only method accepted by the custom-house
administration, to be returned to the party,
provided the samples thus guaranteed are ex-
ported within a reasonable time fixed by the
administration.
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Peru

There are no restrictions on commerciol
travellers in Peru. They are allowed to enter
with their samples on presenting to the custom
house through a responsible agent an official
request for 80 many packages of samples.
These are examined and appraised by the
officer named, and then a bond is presented
by the agent, who undertakes to pay the
amount of the duty leviable in respect of any
of the samples that may not be reshipped within
the term specified, which is generally ninety
days. This process will cost the commercial
traveller from $!!.50 to $5, according to the
number of packages he brings, and he is then
free to go where he likes with his samples, with-
out being obliged to give an account of them
in any part of the interior he may wish to visit.
The responsible local agent, before giving the
bond to the custom house, usually satisfies him-
self as to the status of the traveller, who, besides
his business card, should bring a letter of rec-
ommendation to some known resident in the port
through which the traveller enters the country.

Should a commercial traveller enter Bolivia
through Mollendo with his samples and not re-
tum to Peru, he must send a certificate, signed
and viseed by the Peruvian consul at La Paz, to
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the effect that the said samples have entered
Bolivia. The responsibility of the agent at
Mollendo then ceases and he can withdraw the
bond he has given, there being no duties leviable
in Mollendo on articles in transit to Bolivia.

In the municipality of Arequipa commercial
travellers are obliged to take out a license, the
cost of which is about $li United States cur-
rency per quarter.

Uruguay
Commercial travellers pay a license of $100.

This amount entitles the traveller to a license for
an entire year, but no reduction is allowed to those
remaining in the country only a part of the year.

Samples of dutiable goods are allowed free
temporary importation, the commercial traveller
furnishing a bond or deposit for the amount of
duty, which is returned when he leaves the
country.

Venezuela
There are no laws in Venezuela concerning

the treatment of commercial travellers, and no
restrictions in regard to the introduction of
samples.

Samples of no value are admitted free. Those
subject to duty are admitted free subject to
their reexportation from the country.
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