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To local cautel arejoUledochertautel ' 
1_ problematie. Tbe Deigbbouripg borden of 
the tea are covered lI'itb maogrovea, aricenniu, 
alld o1her ahrubs wilb utringent bark. AU tbe 
inhabitaDÚI oC lbc tropiCl are IcquaiDted witb 
the ooxioua uhaJatiOUI oC U- planta I ud· 
thcy drerod them .a much the more. u their 
10011 and .tocb are not al_y, under "ater, 
but alternatel, wet.ted.M upc»ed 10 lbe beM 
oC lbe lun. Tbe ID&Dgrons minm•h , 
becau ... lbe, conlalo, as obIerved dao .. here, 
vegell)..,nimal mattu mmbined with I IDDiD 

lt it uid that ;t would not be diJ.lieult lo 
widcD lbe canal by whicb lbe !.ah of (Am. 
pouu rommunieatet _¡th lbe IPII, aod give 
thercby &D outlet lo the ltagnant ",ate".. The 
Negroes, wha onen vilit theae mwy' ¡ands, 
affinn !hat thit drain lCal'Cely requil"tl ID be 
dti!p, beCluse tbe cold &ud limpid .aten or 
Rio Azul are found.t the bottom oC thc Iake, 
10 ibat _ter up &0111 thc lo"et ttrata 
u potable and witbout ImelL 

'lbc inh.bitaot! oC Cariaco ate u:Uve in 1he 
cultivation of cottoo, whicb it oC • very fine 
quality. .od the produce oC "bich aoeee!J 
10.000 quintala. Tbe C&piulCl af lbe c:oltmI 

tree. .bcn 1he wooI. hu been Iepar&ted. are 
cuVully bumt, :q tbote bu"" ü thro1ll'D into 
the river ud 6poted to putref'action, yield 
exhalatiollS lIIhich are thought very no:dOUJ.­
The culture"of the cac.o tree "hu of ate COP-
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llidetahl, diminiahed. '!"ha VllIuablo .ttee bean: 
onlyaftu ti¡ht DI' ten lcan. ItI rruit keepa 
-ver¡ badly in th" 'II'anhou-, &lid becomes 
'mould, N tbe ud of i. year, DotwitbttaDdiog 
. .u lbe precautiooa employed COI dryiog it. 
'Ihia is lo grat diaadftllUge lo tbo plaatez'. 
In J 792, il _ reputed. that tben were ltilI 
~jOOO ~ tneII iD lbe valley of Cariaco 
.00 011 tbe b9rden of the Gulf. Al pruent, 
otber bTanchet ot culture are pmerred, .. hida 
yield .. profit the lirat yev. and lb, produce al 
'II'hich, .. hile 1_ do'll', is oC .. lea uncertain 
preeervatioo. Sucb are rottcm aud augar. which. 

-DOt being lubject. lo ¡poiIlike the cacao, ma, 
·be kept in order lo tate w'i'antage"of aU lbe 
vari&tiON of We. 

. The cbaoga 'll'bicb civiliution I.IId ioter_ 
eoune with foreigntnl have iIltroduoed ioto the 

. rnaD"DeB ud charactert ot tbe inhabitanta of lb, 
·cout, have an Uúiuencc on the marked prefe­
~ 'ffhich tbey give lO differt!nt braaebea af 

-.grico.Itwe. That moderaÓOll of deairft. tbat 
patieDte which endutet loog Upect&tiOD. that 

· calmnell which IUppoI'U tbe dull monotony of 
eolliude, are gndually Ion in lbe charactet of 
the · Spanilh Ameriao&. Mote tntelpriling, 
lOme light and active. tbeyprefer underuliDga 

·tbe rault ofwhich il m05t speedy. 
It is only in tne interior of the pro~ince. lo 

tbe eut oC the Sierra de ldeapira, in lbat UD_ 

cullivated couotr)' wbkh ,eztends from CurPo 



'90 

puto h, tIMi YIIlIey of San DoIIifacio 1b8..ro the 
Gulf of Paria, t.b&t. ne. plautadont el the CIr 

_ trOGI ariIe. 'I'be¡ become U1c1l! the ~ 
l*oo...a,1!I, • tbe lalldt, 1Ie'lt'ly clured .nd-.. 
lIDUnded. by r~ are iD conlllrl .. ¡th JJI .... 

•• ..,....re lIIore -..,. .ore ltapaat. ud lIIore 
Icw!'" witb._pbiÁe ubMl.liOl». We tbere toe 
.t'aüm. of_II." attachd. lo tb.t ~ b.thil:l oI 
a. pWlliIA pr-pan(for tJmMclr .. a.od. th.it 
aiIdru • a1atr a teINI'e fortune. A UsIeMr-

• tnlD.t ia ..tñcient w hcl.p tbeI1 in \beir toiboaM: 
Mboo... Tbe,. clnr tlIc toil .idl tJleil O'lt'it 

l.Dd .. rme ~ cacao lneII undel- 1M lIh&de 
el the ~ .. or plaataina, lop tilo ¡rowlI 
treeI., datroy tboII''II'1IJ1D or worall Wld illKd:ll 
that.tt&ck lbe bark. th. luvel, aod the 40". 
«11, dig tte:och"" .od faolve tD laad ... retcb. 
ed liiiB COI" lMIYeQ Gt clgh.t. 7e&l1 till lb_ c:ac:ao 
tNCI bepn ti:! t-r. Tbirty thou.eand tr_ le­

cun c:oropetelll:e lo • Cami..IJ rOl' • pnentiOP 
..... boI1: 

Ir the .eulllue of cott.oa &GIl coft'ee hay. 1ed 
lo &he diminotion of th.t r:L caceo in the PfO'" 
\'iDea ofear.c.... ud io the aaW1..:.Uey Ole.. 
riaoo, it mlUt be coofeued, that thltlut branch 
of oolouW. iodlDby h_ in seoeraJ. inc:re.ued in 
the interior of tbe pl'OTiQcet 01 N_ 1Wcelo1lJ. 
and CUIIl&ll.l. The c:IUIM ot tb.e progrusive 
march ofibe caceo tren from Welt lo eaat may 
be euily c:GJICeived. , lb. provinoe of Can.cas 
iI tJie mOilt uciently c:ultiyat~ J &ud uDder tbc 
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to"id l:Ooe, in proportion ".cOU,I;lUy illoager 
c1eued, it beeocnes Il)(lJ'II ÓCIIuded oC u-,: 
drier, Uld _ apoeed' to tbe windI. Th.se 
phylieal chaop &te adverlll lo thI! producticm. 
af c.eaQ treo.. Thlll tbe pbntlltior:l. diminish.­
iog iD the province oi Caraca-. &c;cruJD1lI.te iD. 
MIIIIe aort tmrud tbe _t 00 • ne.ly deared 
r.nd vU¡io aoll. Ne .. Aoduu aIone pro­
d¡¡ced. iD. 1799. úom tiPl- lo t.,at, tlJw. 
sand fanega oí caCIO,. at forty pilllltns tbe 
fanega io tilDe nf pcr.ce,. 6ve tbDÜaud oí 
.. hicb 'lVer1I.muggled to tbe i.hlDd ofTrio.ioh d. 
Tbe cacao nf CUIDB.U8 • iDfini~J, IDperiot to; 
that oC Guayaquil no bel;t is produced in the 
valloy of s.n Bonifr.ciD I 111 the best caeao of 
New Buc:eloll&o C&raCU, ud Guatilllal. ia thú 
of C.piriquaI. Uritucu, aod SoemI\lleo. 

S. TIte Pott of c.uuP,lIiO in the MUlO oeig)¡... 
bourbood, • defended by. bltteJy aito.te on 
an emUllmce. 11 iI a very bea.lthy place, built 
in tbe opeaiDg oI two chamring nlley"" wlltcr_ 
ed by twn fine ri~ . 

• n. pW!M .-"-te lb, WUnI i. oh, ""'" UILDWt, 
.. ,111 • .,J1CI0 ofRlo Corino, Canlpu<I, T .. pa, cddm.t­
.eI "'" kllbenDU .. un, CI>.,-. ..... CIJImI<::Ollt, e .... · 
w, &ala ftooali&, s-BaDiIlro:ia, Rico Seco, s.- I·h·' '', 
..... ......w. t, "ti, i • .u ¡hi.o "P ..... , ... , ~ckooed .... 11 
r .... , IwDd.ml ",d tW'OlI,-ci¡hl th . ...... d caaoo u ... , ÍD 

1799, th .......... , r.om ollicW <loe ........... o .... mili; ... 
ond • hoIf. n.o r .... go..r co.cIIo ... iSho "". h .... d,rd and 

In p .... """ • 
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. Carupano and the DeiBbbouring diltricl hayC 

11 populatiOll of about eigbt thoUKDd penom. 
nll iDhabiunb dividll their time in &he oc­

cupiltion. of agriculture, and lome t1adiog con­
~ Th_ iI 11 amaidenhle ttade &heril in 
honn md mulea. 

•• 10 going by b.nd fTom Carupano 10 Guiria 
&lid lbe Puotli de Píed", Lhe HIIiling valle, of 
Rio Caribe ia. el' d, _iltered by DumUOUS . 
rivuleta. Il ia the TetI)pe I.IId Campagna of 
thU couoby. . 

Tbe toWtl and wJ.Iel of Rlo CtUIIZ han 11 
population uf 4.500 penou 

/j. OC CI1J1ü'ACO" lbe latitude iI 10' 16' 
DOrthj &lid i18 longitude 64° lij' ."'1. It iJ 
lituate twelve leaguet diauot Croro CuIlWla, 00 

11 plaiD 'WToLloded _ilb Ion, IDOUOtaina, ud 
hlviog thereby 11 dull .lId meJancholy -.pect. 

The plaiD. OZ' rather the tabl&b.nd, on .hich 
lbe tcnn1 of Cum&D&COt. iIlituate, iI not mWII 

tbao 10. ~ aboTe the level of Ibe!le .. which 
i. three DI fout tima leN thm ileuppoted by 
lbe iDhabilallb ofCumaoa, OD ac:eou.ot of lheir 
euggen.t.ed ideas of lbe coId of c'um1n.coa 
Hut lbe dilference of climlte whith u obtuv­
td betwem placa 10 oear each olber, Q pet_ 
hl.pJ 1_ omg to lbe btight Df the lpoL th.n. 
f.O local circuautancea. among which ';fe ehall 
cite !he proJ.imity ortbe forats, lbe ftllquency 
of dacendiog currenu 10 common in lhese 
valle,l dosed on every lide, lbe abundante uf 
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riiD, aDd tbose" thkk fop' whieh diminiah dur­
ing a great put oC tbe 1fM the dirtct: action or 
!he IOht fa,.. 11Ie ck<:rement of lbe hut be­

. ing MarI,. the ame bIItween tb, tropia. &lid 
dwing the lummu under lbe teIllpeDte :¡ont, 
the amall difl'UeuC8 nl levd of 100 taita 
ahouId produce ool, • cbange in tbe meu 
tempuature of 1" 01' 1'''·, But ... e find lb.t at 
Cum.n,_ lbe dil'ercmce riles lo ' more tban 
(our degTea. ThiI cooIoeu of lbe climlle it 
toroetimea the more lurpn.ing ... "err HrOng 
heata are Celt in the towo o! Carthago,. at To­
mepeoda, on the baok oftlle ri.er of AmuOIU, 
and in !he vaUe)'t of·Aragua lo lb, _nt oC 
Caracas, thougb !he .btoIute height oC thQe . 
di6erent places it betWeeJI !OO .nd 4080 toiJe.. 
In plaiOIl, u lI'dl .. 00 mOUDWOI, tbe iIother. 
mal liDes (lines oC similar hut) are Dot con. 
ltaDO, parallel lo lbe equltor or lbe lurface oC 
lbe Ilobe. It iI ebe gnnd 'prOblem'of met6)r_ 
oIogy lo determine tbe iDSedions orthCle lloes, 
UId te dlscover, amid modifie.tionl produced 
by local cau-. the Cll)lUÜDt la ... oflbe diatri. 
butiou ofbnt. 

The pon of CU~ iI 0011 teveo nautieal. 
league.t.(rom CucnazJac:o.. It acarceIy ever 

., 
• la ... p"";..,. o{ Popa,.... 11:.0 ... 11 cauoK b,1.h • 

... ittkrstloa J duo plaio .. 
t n. iliaaarJ d i"."", ~.....t io .......... '" '" 

¡".I •• l--r .. ¡ b~1 th.a IM(lLOl _~ _celJ 2IlOQ 
lOiooo. üllCuohb dod<lco4 !he n.I ollol&DCl rr.. ... uuo: 
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-taiÍ1s in ih.dirtt of theIe t¡,ro 'pbcei I ·"hile; ía 
' the RCOod, there are le'9en lIlootha of wintrj 
-weathcr. Al CumBnaCC4, the dry aeuon be... 
gins at tbe winter IObtice; ud lub till ·the 
:"ero.!. equino:.:. Ligbt ahowel1 are frequent in 
the mootb. of April. lúy, ami June. At this 
epoch, the .dry wa.ther tate. place again. &lid 
luu floro the IUmlller IOlstiee lo the end of 
Augwt. 'IbeD como tbe real .",.inter niIIf. 
.,bicb ceue oo1y in !he manth nf November, 
&lid during .hich ~nb of water pour doW'G 
fmm the mea. According lo the latítude of 
Cumanaeoa, lbe nm pueee by tbe seDith oí the 
place the fint time 00 tbe 16th nf April. and 

.the IeCOOd on tbe2']tb nf Augusto 1t appeao 
that thete UI'O puugee coillcide .,ith the be. 
gioniog of lbe raina ud tbu great e1ectrical 
clI:plosionl 

"lt lI'U durillg the "inter aeuon, aloya Hum­
boldt. that." took up DUI &r.t abode in tbe 
Miaiool. Every nigbt • thick fOS coverOO tho 
Iky likc a veil ulliformly ntended I aod it .... 
oDly at intervals that 1 IUoeeeded in talriog 
torne ob&ervatiOUI uf the lItars. 'J'he thermo­
meter kept from IS·"· lo 20",· which. under 
~ zone. and lo the feel.inS- of. tn,'oIcller .. ha 
comes from the couts, appean • ver¡ great 
coolneu. 1 now pereeived the tempentute in 

nomical oboenatlOllt lIIIde l' e ............. c'PP'--'. 
and (HIbnobed i. 11106. 
o • From I t-I\" 10 115" ot Re'n=Ut. 



'" 
the nigbt .t Cununa below jlo. Tbe hygto. 
meter of Deluc indic&ted al Cumllllc:oa s,," ; 
ud. .. hat b remarkable enougn, ",hoo!he va. 
poura were dilpUled, lod tbe .tan ,bolle io 
their full brilliancy, !.he iottrument fel1 to 61)0. 

nu. dilfermc::e in dryneu oí' so- .ould uve 
made Sau.uure'. hygromettr nry 001, uo, 
To1JVd momiog, the temperaturll augmooted 
alo_I, 00 account uf the force of tbe eva~ 
uon I ando .t ten o'cl.ock, it dUI not "et me 
abo"e 21°. The gyutelt hea&. are (ele froru. 
DOOil 10 th~e o'clock I the thennollleter keep­
ing bctweeu 26° and rr¡-. Tbo rnnimum of 
the heat which tock place .boot two houn after 
the pauage of the aun Qyer the meridiaD, "'Al 

ver¡ regularly marked by • atorm that mur_ 
mured neat. Latge bJack and 10'lIl' douda ~ 
aolved in raiD, .. bich c::ame do1m iD torreob; 
ud tbee uu;",era luted nro or three bou ... 
sud IUM: tbe t,Ilermomel:2r !lve en- ti:c d~ 
Abool 6ve o'dock: the raiD entire1y ceu.ed; 
lbe mn mappeucd I little bofete it selo IIIld 
tbe hygrometer moved towanl !he peint af 
dtyneas; but, at eigbt ur mne. _ WU'II again 
ennloped in a thick Ilntum uf vapoura. Theae 
difl'erent chaoge follow lucceuively, ,..e were 
&Mured, duriog _hole monthl; ud ret' not a 
breath uf wiod is (elt. ComparatiVII eJ:~ri. 
menb led u. to beUeve, tila!:, in genmll, tbe 
nighb at Cumana.eoa ue Crom two to thtce, 

.• ud the day. from {OUt to five ('eIltemna! de • 
• 

• 

• 
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gioee .eooler than al lbe port oC Cum.n._ 
n- di&:renceI are great; and ir, ¡nltead eL 
met.eotological iOltrumellta. 11'0 cOlllulted 0011 
our 011'11 feelinge. ",o aboutd IUppote thty WCte 
1t.U1 more corW.derable." 

Tbe valle, oC CumlDaOO6 ÍI ver¡ lubjed 10 
tbuodu ltorms. Jt iI a81rmed. that in lbe 
mooth of October lhWlder iI hUM the ¡reater 
part oC eYuy d&y. 

Tho houIt.ofCu.ouIr.ICQI&re lo. and digbt; 
.nd, 'lrith lbe aceptioo oC tbree or four, al! 
built of wood. . 

Ita population i. 1C&lUlI, tWII lhoUKlld thtee 
hundred inhabitaotL 

Tho vqretatioo of lbc plain tblt lunouoda 
lbe town b mOllotonOUI i but, owiog to lbe 
eil:treme humidity of the air, nlIDlrkable for ita 
fresbnest. It ÍI chie/ly characteriud. by aD 

azbore&cent wlanum, .bicb iI forty red. iD 
heigbt, lbe urtica baccif'UII, 'od loe. tpec:ies 
oC lb. gollUII gudtardL . The .ground it very 
fe.rti.le, :md migbt even be euily .1tcRd. iC 
ucnche ... are cut from. gtUt lIumbet ofrivu.. 
Itu, tbe I priOgt o("hich lIever dry up duriDg 
the .bole ytar. no mOlt n1uab1e producUOO 
oC lbe diltrict iI .tobacco : it ¡, alao lbe only 
Dile tha~ hu given lOme reputatioa to. to1l'tl 
10 Imall ud.el in built. 

.Notwitbttanding the ez.cdlence oC lbe pro. 
duct.iODI ud the {ertility or lbe lOiI, tbe agrio 
cultural. iodulUy of CumlnCO& iJ yet in its 

• 

• 
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fint infancy. Arenal, San Fernatl.do, atld Cu­
manacoa, bring into comllluce ooly three tnou_ 
Wld pouad. weight nf iodigo, th. valua of 
lI'hicb iD th. couotry i.I ~ piunes. H&lI& 
&re wanting, aud lb. feebl. popul&tion la daily 
diminiJbiog by eo:U¡ratiollll to theUanot. Thote 
ilpmenlC plains yield abuudlUlt nouriehment lo 
mu. 00 acco_ont ·of the eu1 multiplieatioD of 
cattle ¡ .hile th. cultiv.tion of iodigo aud to­
bacco det!laad particular care. Tho produce 
dtbiJ Iattu braocb ol ;odultry'. too, iI uocer_ 
taio; depeodiog 00 the wintry lIea300 beiog 
more Of 1_ proJongcd. Tbo culture 01 ali. 
mellWy planta' ;1 abo preterrcd to that of too 

"-
. 6. The other toWIII of CultWla are cbielly 

m;uiMI.,. estahliahme.Dta. Jelted near the riven 
ud O.D. the gre&t plaiDl; the greater pan ot 
tbe country beiDg yel iD a . tate nf oature. 

'I'he road from Cumlfl& over th. ImpOlible, 
tbrough the roren. lo Cumanaooa, pUlel by 
the milaioll of SAW F:l:UAlIDO nf the Chaymu 
ladiaus. It is desc:ribed u highly pictureaque. 
We may de&eribo the viUage ofSan Fernando '" 
a type oC.n tbe othor miaaionary 88UlemcobJ. 

Tbe huu of the Indiaoa are built of mud Of 
clay, Itreogthened by the I temlI of Ihe lianas, 
and are dilpoted joto It.reela · very wide ud 
Itnligbt, IlId CTOIIing each othcr at rigbt angl ... 
the whole appearing very neat. The gardenl 
are eithcr io, or at a abort distance rronHhe 

• 
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vi1lage I ud each fuDilll1'l."~' 0De, which 
tbey eultlnte, together 'With • wge plot oC 
ground (lOCIIm~ te.u. aDd caIled tbe '0 o, 
at whicb tbe grown-up JoooI _ ud Wcalen 

are obligtd lo work aoe Mur iD the moruiDg 
ud ene itI the eveaing. ID tbe .m.i0lll atar 
the c:out, tbit eooueo iJ geDenllr &JI indigo 01' 

lUgar plantaliOD, tbll pro6ta oí ",hich are di. 
vided by lbo priett {ortbe rupportofthe chun::b. 
and lbe village. 

Thl! ¡reat "luare of San Fernando it tituate 
in the centte of the vilIaga. la it it pI.....d tbe 
churdl, tilo priut'a botase. &lid tbat form~1 
ca1Ied lbe c... del Rey, or kiag'1 boUlt', dee.. 
tined for lbe acwmmo'btinn oí ttlveUen. '!be 
priest governl lbe people iD tbeir .piritual ud 
temporal aff'1lin; but tbe pari.tb ofIIcen are 
al.I)'1 choeen f'rom amoog lbe India!!. IIQ.It. 

ter oroccaeity, u DO ",bite. ate to be found in 
thete eettlementa. TIley bave theit gov-emor, 
alguuil, mayor, and milita oI6cen; &Dei the 
tOlIIP.Dy oC archertl b .. ve their coloun, ud per. 
{Oml tbeir ucrdse .t Itated perioda, Ihooting 
al • mark. 

nc villlgts in 1\'hich tbe Europeana or 
CreolCl Ir! settled, Ind in which Indi,allf, are 
occuionally found occupying • dUtillet part:. 
are calle!! dodrinu,. Ind dift'er cnti~ly rrom 
tbe mUDon.. Of these, there are many OD the . 
,¡de of !he eountry ne:arut the cout; tbe mis­
lioD' being mOltly iD the interior. 
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Near Clpu'DI('OIl iI the great mowItdn etlltd 
Tumiriquiti, where ID eDOtIDOUl waIl of rock 
rUs OlIt of &he (oren" and ia j~ 011 tha wut 
by tbe Cerro de Cuchivazw. 1I'hero tbe chain iJ 
brokeo by an ellOl'moUf precipice. more than 
900 feet in 'tridtb. tilJed witb tteeI, .bOilO 
braDch. an COIllpletdy ioterlaced with each 
otbu. 'IlIe Rio lupa traversa thU crevice, 
.hicb w the.oode oftbeMuat. at AmericaQ 
Iiger, of. very formidable Iize. being w; (ee! 
iD leugth. Tbey carry oII tho hanell ud cattJe 
in the Di¡ht frQm the neighbouriDg farmt, and 
alO .. muc:h dreaded u the most ferociou. oC 
the felino noe in !he &t lPdiea. Two ¡ID­
mente caverna opeo ioto thiI ptecipice, from 
.hic;b iIams ooc .. ¡onllly ru.h out. tbat may 
be lJeeI1 iu tho night al. • great distaDee. 

Tbe great moulltaUI of Tumiriquiri iI ait.uate 
00 the toad f.o Caripe, the cb.ltf tlIilaion oC the 
Chaymu. whicb p_ OYe!' tbe lu.mmit oC • 
Jowu part oC the c:hai:I which bean ibe genenl 
Dame of tite Cocollar. From the lummit of 
thU Iut c:haia •• t more than two thOUUlld reee 
in- belgbt. the ele ",anden o\'er tbe immellltl 
pWu. which nach tonrd the bw1u afilie Ori. 
uoco. in the raviD. aloco ofwhich caD be di5-
tUlguilhed lDy treet. and these hut thioly lCat­
lItred: the rem1jnder oC !he llU'ÍUO iI covered 
.¡th an uDifonD coat oC long waviog gn-. in. 
tenlli..I.ed witb .IIoweriJaS ahrubt. 



PtorQ thu poillt, tIle ua.,elIer uceoq. t.owuds 
tba Tumiriquiri.. The road la p.rtIr tno'l'ened 
OD horaeblck, but IOIlII becomea too Keep .ud 
aUppery foc tbOlO lllim ... 
. The rGIInd .umrnit of the Tumiriquiri ia 

covered wilb turf, and ¡, elevated. more !han 
..00 fect aboye the ocean. n.u elevation 
gradually dimini.&bea to .... arda the .... est by 1 

ridge of neep roe&.. and.ia interrupted al tbe 
dietanee of a mile by an immeme ereviee.~ 
detcenda to •• nla the Gulf of Cariaeo. . Beyood. 
th¡., t.o enormoul peab ~, tIle aorthcro. 
moat of which, named the Cucurucho of Turo¡' 
riquiri, ¡, more tIl.o &00 {aet in heigbt. l ur· 
passlng lb,t o{ tbe BrigantiD, with ",hicb it u 
oonneeted. Thae peab .re covered with ma.­
bogany, jlvillo, ud cedar treea II{ UI enormOtll 
Iize. .hose abades Lre {requeated by tigera lUId 
otber wlld beuts, which .• re hllnted oo. lIld 
then for the aake oftheir bea.utifullki,nl. Tbe 
"Vito .. from tIle lummit oftbis mountain iI "Very 
lioe: the cb&in whicb elttenw. from .eat lo eu1 
it eeen in all ita· form. j lb ridges, running 
patallel lo ea.ch othCT. at .hort diltances, form 
longitudinal nJleY' intenected by ere"Vices wom 
by lbe· .aten in lbeir. puaage lo the Oriaoco, 
or the sea.. Tbe WR bounw. the pl"Olpect" 00 
the north ¡ .nd !he immeuur.ble pw.o. fOI")ll­
ita bori~. on the lOuth. 

The rh·en Colotado .nd GlIlII1Ipiche riae.in 
the chalo of tbe Cocollar, and mingle Ibeir 
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sUeamI near tbe eaat cout or CumanL The 
CoIoRdo at ¡tt IDOUth is very broad; ..ud the 
Guarapicbe, more · th,n twenty.fivc r.u.om. 
deep; &nd betw~n thi. river -.nd tbe. Arto. 
whlch {&lb iato it,. &rCI .IIO!DC tpriOgl of priro­

k"~ 
. Deyond Tucnitiquiri, the toad descends.the 
1tIountaina toward. c..ripe, by the 1Ili5aion of 
San Antonio. ac:rou u.vanDU1t Itrtwed with 
large block, or atone. over a thick forat lying 
on t"o . lteep ridges, caUed Los Yepes" ,nd 
F&nlullla, ioto .. v.Jlty in wbich are Ihe mi&­
aions of Sao Antonio .nd GUIDaguana, which 
ue tepatated bythe riven Color.do &nd Guata. 
piche. The Gnanaguau.a .,.lIey it divided from 
that oC Caripe. by a ridp CIl[ed !he Cuchillo 
de Guaaaguana, which it dillicuIt to pa.w; tbo 
path . beiDg often out, fourtteD joches broad, 
IJld extremely alippery, u 1he .Jope iI covued 
.ith~ 

Tbete pau. are I:h.veraed 00 moles, wbDle 
footillg le 10 tute !hat a.ccidll9lu ruely 0CC\lI". 

'nie beigbt oC tbe Cuchillo i. about M80 (eet: 
the deseent lo Caripe ia by a windiqg p&th 
lhrough • foral. and, .. the valley ia high. 
&he joumey iI mOl't &nd e&51. Hen! the c:li­
m&te iI mild &lid ddishtful. but in the valler 
of GlI&Oaguana it ia hol and unwholetOme: 10 
¡real ¡, the dilrerence whiclJ ia experieoced in 
thi, eouutzy in pu:ring from olle side of. moun­
tain to the other. 

• 
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The beigbtof lb: Coavent ofCaripe. in whieh 

the mi-iomary moob raide, ia fS¡:J feet aboTa 
the -. in 10· 10' W' north latitude I aod thiI 
appean. lo be !be ooly higb nlley of Cnman· 
whicb it "dI ioh.bited. Thl! COIlvent i.I 'c.ted 
on • deligbtful pleio, backed ,,¡lb ID. iauDeuae 
•• n af perpeQdicular rocb, ~ered wilb 
putt: tbc eeiba AlId pUm. mow their gigan_ 
tic aud elegaat fonnt¡ nlllllberleu Ipribgagu¡h 
out on cvery ~de; ud jt ji dif6cult lo imagine 
• more pictureaque lpot tbo t&.t which th_ 
pri~t. hAve <:hoIen. '!'he cultivatiou oC !he 
valle)' adch to tila natural boauty of tbc ICeIlII; 
al thc gardem of lhe Indiana &re ftUed with 
plautaim, »'opa.,.. and .u tbe fruit.beariog 
pW¡t. common lo !be tropical regiom. 1'118 
COlIUCO ot commoa plantatioo conWm mljz", 

the lUgar_can:, c;ulinary planta ud oo!'ee treea. 
Near thia 1'&1I8J ia tbe C&vern of lbe Gua­

charo, abaut three leaguet from the CODvent 
towar&. lbe wett. ThiI cive live. itt Dame to 
lbe raJlge: of mountaila in. wh.ich jt ia lituate. 
Thl! c:aveto iI pierced in the race af tbe pero 
pendiC'IÜu llide of lb, Jofty Guacharo mouo· 
taill; the acoeu lo itt mouth being rather 
difficult, OD accounl oC lbe numcl"OUII little tor­
renta whic:h CI'OIS lbe valley. Ita entrante ia 
toward. !he lIOutb, IlId fOlUlI Bn arch oighty 
fect broad and lleventy.two high, lllf'11lounted 
"ilb roco covered by gigantic tre~: festooDl 
'Of creepillg p1anla throw theOlKlvet acrou lbe 
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d11N11. lUId variegate lbe lCeDe with tbe bea,u. 
til'uJ lUId vivid tiota ol their ilowen; a river 
iu\les froen the Y&Ult. .hich coutinu •• t the 
lime beigbt .. al ita ea.traoce (or a coolider· 
ahle distance; lUId anllIIIo heli ....... i.,. aod 
palma, foUow lbe banb of tbe Itream (01' thirty 
or íorty pacea lato tbe interior. It. 0«. oe­
eeuary ti) Ultl torcbe. ror ~ r~ &om tbe 
mouth. u lbe grouo be:¡. lbe lInle directioo. 
and fOnrlf but 0De chaonel from. IOUtb-eut lo 
oorth •• eat. 

When !be day. ligbt (ailJ, lbe hoIlow muto 
muring lOuod of. vut number ot nocturnal 
biTdt, inhabiting lbe recmet of lbe cave, mal 
tie distinguilhcd. AdYlllcing rurtber. by !be 
llc1p of ligbta the whole rock illCeI1 covered 
.¡th tbe netb of thete bird .. whiclJ U"e edIcd. 
Guaebaroea, .nd are o( tbe liu of. rowl. with 
• erooked bUI. fealbel'l oí. d.rk bluilb.grey 
mi"cd .¡tb spec:b of black I tbe head, winB'> 
and tai.I being .tuddcd with la~ .bite beart.. 
.blped IPOÜ cdged . ¡lb black: tlle IpiUd af 
_tbe winga Íl tbrw feet and • half. Ita ere, 
.hieh iI bluc and .mall, cannot eadW"C thc 
ligbt: it therefore quib tbe cavem onlyal nigbt 
in tearCh oribe (ruib on whlc:h It elliltL Tbe 
nesü are .een by biDg • torch .t lbe eud of 
• poIe, aod are generally OD lile very higbest 
part. of tbe an:b. 

• Tbe Indiaoll eOler thiJ eaJe ooc:e .. year lO 
destral tbe YWDg, (01" me me of • layer of 
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Iat witb whieh tbe abdomen il eovered. These 
people conltnJct temponuy hutl at lbe mootb 
of the cavern, and melt the fat iD pota of clay 
over bruthwood me.: thia fat ia cal1ed tbe 
butter of the Guacharo, ia tnulIparent, half 
liquid, without lIlleU, aud to pure &11 lo keep 
,more than a )'ur without bcCOD:ling rancid.. 
The mODU pun:hue thi. oil of tbe natives fOf 
culinary purpoaes. Notwitlll tanding tbis I0Il_ 

mal. dntruction of tbe binia, tbeir number5 do 
not BeDaibly diminiab, &11 it is c:onjeetul'ed tIlat 
.«her Guach&rOel repeaple !he grotto from 
neighbouriug cavel whieh lre inacceMible to 
mano 

The river which runl through the cave, r. 
f10m tweuty-eight lo thirt)' fcet in width, and 
can be traoed ioto the feCC!I!ICI for a consider_ 
able distance; lbe cave preaerviDg ¡ti altitude 
and regu~r form foc 1+S8 feet. Farther than 
tbia, Ihe river forma a 1/M1l CllIl"3d'l! over a hill 
eovered with v~tation IlId lUlTOuDd~ with 
wJ.actites. After thit &lleent the ptto con­
~u ¡ti . height to forty fed, 1011 preterVing 
the aame dimenaiOOl. Here tbe bottom iI 
cavere<! with a bltick mould, OD whieb planta, 
deposited. accidenulJ)' by tbe birtb, have vegt>­
tated ; their cbaractera are however 10 mueh 
eh.ngro by wanl of ligbt and air, lhat jt ia im­
possible lo reco~ize the species. De)'ond thiII 
lpot, tbe eries of tbe binh were 110 .briU .nd 
piereing, that no perluasions could induce tbe . 
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ludlanJ lo prrx:eed, alld M. de Humboldt wu 
ohliged unwillliJgJ1 lo muro. 

The moumfuJ cry of tbeae birda the lodian • 
.ttribute lo tbe eoulI that are forc:ed lo entel 
thia caver» in otder lo go lo tbe other worlel. 
But they are enabled lo obtain penniMion lo 
go out 0011 "heo. tbeir c:onduct in thia life hu 
been without reprw.cb. JI it hu betn other­
wiae, tbeyare retained fOf a .horter or lopger 
time, according lo the beinou.ne51 of tbeir of­
feDetII . . ThiI dark. wretched, ud moul'tl.Ñl 
alxx.ie, drawa from tbem the mouminge ud 
plaintive CM heard withouL 

Tbe ludiaD. have JO little douht of thia 
fable, IUpported by tOOüon. being a aacred 
trutb, c:ommanding the utmOllt Tellpect. that., 
immediately afier tbe death uf tbeir patellU or 
menda, they repair tu tbe mouth of thc cavem 
to uc:ertain whclher their aouk hve met with 
any impedimenL JI they tWok tbey hue not 
di.ti.nguuhed lhe vDice of tbe deceued. the1 
withdra,.. overjoyed. ud ce.!ebr&te the event 
by inebriety, a.ud dancea chan.cterittic of theU 
feIicity; but if they imagioe tbey b .. vc heard 
tbe voice ofthe defunct, lhey buten to drown 
their grief in intoxicating liquorl, io the roidlt 
uf dancet adapted tu ,púnt lheir d.r. So, 
wbatever may be the lot of the deputed JOul, 
bU re1ati.ons .. nd frienda give themaelva .up lo 

tbe llUQe u_.: thue ia 00 dilference but 
io .lhe charaetrr of.the daoot • 
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AU tbe lndiut ol the pvemmeatoreu. 

mana and Orinoco DOt cooverted to the faith, 
aDd ...u manlof tboI8 .. ho appear tD be 'O, 

hwe, DOhrithltaDdilllJ, _ muda ieapect (oc 
tItiJ opioion .. tbeit aDcewn eoa1d poaibl1 
bave had. It appeatI tbat it it DOt, Iike 10 

JZWIy othen of illl ¡dnd, !he ehild or illlpotture 
Ot fanatidml; ((11' it it DOt aeeompmied trith 
u, religiou. eemIIODy.!he upente of ... hkh 
would increue tbe rtrI'eoue of the mftll,tor'. 
Moe6ee. Tba caveru IIStlf lbowI no veatige 
of .upcratition having al: uy tinle obtained 
ibero !he leut mODumeot ofthll empire impoa: 
tun might bu, wilbcd to CJ.erciH OVe!' credu. 
lity. Tbit prejudlce tbm ie lOiely the eS"ect 
oí fear, ever iogeniou. in creatiog pbantom., 
.nd in imagining tbOllfl thinf9 ... hich fI.tter lbe 
i1l1Ui0ll. Amang lb, Iodian. t .. o huodretl 
leaguet ffom the !;Sum, 10 iD do1rn mto. 
Guachato,. iI tynOnymoul .. ¡th lo dUo 

nw wbturan_ river ia the lOurc:e of tha 
Rio Caripe, whidt,joilllllg tberiver&Dta M.n.­
• fe", leaguet dittant, ie D*vipble for eanoel, 

ud {tI .. mm !he niver Ano uodee tbe aame 
or Cano de Tueeen. 
n, forat. of tbla, and of evcry other pan: 

of Cumana, &ni peopIed witb DUIDerous tribetl 
of monkeys, IIr which the ar.guato ¡, tbe lDOIt 

commoa aad uogul.... Itis three fett in beigbt 
from the top of!he bead lo lbc tall. witb a 
reddish.brown buahy COlIt of fur, .. hich COWft. 



ia wbole body, belng ftrJ' ine 0Il tbe bdly SIld 
• breut; ¡ti face ia rñ a bbcki.tb.blue, Md COYu_ 

ed with a ddicate wrinklcd .kin; the beard 
long; ud ib eye, voice, ud gait, drmoting 
melancholy. Wbb dolllelticated, lbey have 
not that viYJcity whicb mOlt monkeyl are cel~ 
brated foro Do tbe mna or My ludden change 
of weatber appf'Ollcbing, the howliog noUes 
made by thiJ Cl'eIture are beyond COIlCeptiOll 
diamaI, ud add during a .tono lo the horrofl 
of the uninhabited wildJ in which !he Uavellet 
linda hilQK1f .JODe and. unpro~ 

7. The inhabitantl rñ Trinidad, Margarita, 
lUId Caracu, proprieton or COlllmOD3 in Ibe 
plaio. in the. vicinity or tbe Oriooco to the 
Qlth or Barcdooa, fi.r.ed .uc~vely their 
abodell in tbe centre or tbeir properti.et, in Dr. 
der to be more al hand to IUperintend them. 
The Ilumber o{ houleI WtI"e fouod in 17440 10 
considerable u f.O honour thia bamlet with tbe 
title of villIlp-CONCJ.l"CIOlI" OJ;L p"o, forty_ 
~ve Ietgua lOutb of Barce1ooa. lif\y..tive from 
Cumana,and. twenty..eigbt south-eut ofCaraeu. 
lt hu lately beeu m.ed 10 tho raok of. city. • 

It hu oot more tb.a.n t'll'O tbouAlld three 
hundrod per80111 of a11 deacriptioDt, wbom the 
fertilityoftbe .oil enabletl too live io este. Tbey 
bere IUjay good air, ud driok good water. 
Tbero are no other iooonverueocie. th;I.II II\X­

co:saivo beat, and tbe inuadations occaaiooed 
by the long and heavy raiD$. . • , 

• 

• 



• 

• 

CUlr:i\-atioo" ia bcre redueed lo the proviliom 
or the OOII11try. TIe riches of !he inbahitaDla • 
con.ilt enMly in aniroah. whicb they cEpOrt 
by the Guarapicbe or by the Orinoco 10 
TriDidlld. • 

8. PUNTA DIt PWI&A.-Ane .... to'lUI hu I&tely 
liten fOUDded al Puora de Piedra. oppDliu: 
Spaoiah Hubour iD Trinidad Thia, .... hich in 
17fTl 9U 001,.. hamlet oI fiabumeo, bu be­
come !he principal place in lbc diltrict oi.Paria. 
IlIId the reaidence of. lieuulWlt.govemor. 

no town ji IÍluaU in • ~t plaio, 
aod 011 a plstf'orm .... hlch comlUaDdJ !he lea, 

wheocc th_ ... view ni Port Spaio, .n !he 
weatero part of!he IIla1ld ofTtinidatJ. the Gull 
ni Paria, aod all the ,.et.se!s that enter Ot go 
out of it. . 

Tbough !he town iI not yet cOllliderable by 
tbe Dumbef aod beauty of ib edi1iCCl, it is 
nevcrthelea • Dlost hnportallt .pot. {rora the 
prodigiouJ fertility nf ita tetritory, ud iu foco 
tunlte poaitiOIl neal !he moutbl of !he Guara­
piche and Oriaom. aad Pott Spain. 

Al !he utremity of lhe plain, opeo, !he 
beIoutiful arid fertile fllIcy of YIgIWaJl"O, 
covered with plantatioot of coffee .nd oocoa.. 
Thc fertility nf ita .00 and the miJd.n_ oC ¡ti 
climate, particularly ~.ted 10 tila Jattet 
planto have made !he fortuDes of all !he colo­
nilIB eatablisbed thete. 

Tbe provinces of Barcelona and eumlna 
contaio aboot ,tpo,OOO, inh~iWltl, af which 
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the IGdiuq compoae more than one half; 
!M,OOO inhlbiDng Ne" Andaluaia a1one, with. 
O!;lt ÚlcludiDg the Guaraons of tbe islanda of 
!he Orinoco. "ho. 'JI it were, eommand the 
mouths of thu fine riVeI', "bich enend along 
the eea.cout for' more lhan .uty 1eagUel. 

In 1808, the"Brilbb govemment establilbed 
• poat between !he Guarapiebe .ud Orinoco 
Dar!he.ea, in oroer f.o cut gWacll1ll wood for 
their navy, They llave !lince erected batwiu 
Yhieh COIPmaod the navigation of thoee two 
rivera. Tbe valleyl, aod aboye ,11 tbe bankl 
eL the riven of thi3 part of tbe provincc of 
Cllmml, abouDd iD. lbgwood and brazil "nod" 
They!hUl! cut "thoee wGOda at praept 80 pe­
~ lo tbeir inanuf.act.1J.I"ea. 

"SECTION VU. 

'filia island " forma a Govcmmeot aeparlte 
frOm lbat of Q!maDa, 00 wboee ¡¡bo", it lies" 
lt ii depeDd.nt oD. ear.cu. It lies in north 
latitude 10- 6&, &lid in 6i-- and 66" west loogi. 
tude. It it lixteen marine leaguta iD. ila greatest 
leugth j aii ill ib gn:satest breadth j in lIOIl1e 
patU only t'll"O or three luguCI broad j aud ita 
IUrface js"thiity-one 1Ilu.are leagileI. 

VOJ.. l. , 
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It wu &m dilcavued by CoIombol iD 1498-
no pearla fouud OD lhe CON" eL thit a.ad. !he 
neilbbouriDg we oí cw.gu.. __ rmdered 
it famOUl. &lid th., ,." .... c.nied. OD at 
!he apenae of \'Nt uumben of India~ .bu 
100t their li"" in !he o:adertaldllg. 

'Thia i.sIaod ia dirided iuto two partt, wbkb 
commumcate with each athu by aD lIthmua ot 
IUIWru ~y. that u ~1 _ tbID 
mm eighty lO Olle hundred ¡:&cea bro.d, utd 
iD. lOme part. fTtXD ten. lo t'll'dvofaet aal,.bonr 
\he leve! ot tbe .... 

Tbe l:looubia oC M ...... m 11 lbe lnOIt d~ 
nted of the Wand. It» -.boft hro ........ nd 
Úlet hlgb aceordio8 lo HUIlIboldt., "O 1Ileuar.­
ed it trigooometric:ally, _ is COil't'«d of 
micaceoul aehiBtu.. Jt ia .0 importaut poiot 
ror navigatol1l lo lII8ko .ho go from Europe. 
011' (mm North or South America, lo Curnan .. . 
Barcelona, &lid La Guayra, .. lbeyare obliged 
te aiI. between Magarita &lid tbe Wet al Coche, 
te avoid ruooing the n.k ol beiD¡ c:anied to 
l_vd by tb., eurreuts. 

Tbe po ¡mi of' Mupita ilI .. objed of 
.ame 0'_1_; u It is.epamtzd from abe 
CCMrtiDeat by ... tnUt lXl1y eight ~IS wide. 
aad 10 windwanl al .:11 tbo .t Port.t of c.r.. 
ca. It liIna! the chantld tbroogb lI'bieb aIJ 
.. 1 eM, OOIDÍIl8' &om Europe or wind.ard w 
C=-. Bucelooa, and r. Guapa. mOlt p-. 
lbi. channel it IIOt nmgablo m ita .hoM-

, , 
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hradtb; the roeky iUaDd Coche, bet'll'eeII it 
and the eoatinent, Jeaviog 001, I aUTow pue 
o(t.O' lagoeI. bUt .lDeb iI teIdOG dangerous, 
owiag lo tbe ~ that reig:nl in 
ttie pm1. o, tao Caribbe.n SeL Haq¡arita 
might become, uuder a l)'Itear of free com­
mem". lb" ~ eDtrepot of COlI)a!No Barce· 
J-. Cal-, GI1.I1n....aMi tbe citM. ~the 
interior. 11JC iMlqd oí TriDidad. much le. 
fawufab1, lituÑ for tite aeéOll!pliabd ' of 
tIIU oiojeet. hu pell, Detwith!tanWog, lo the 
Sp.aildl wol MDd tnliraJl the &id il JlII!uif'ftl,. 
alltl m.pc.ed. by tJWs ~ oC Aa ÍOCOIleeinlMo 
qUlrlbty of mmbandiw. 

'lbe isIand of Mr.cpu hu tbrea pon.;. 
Tae __ impanant.ttw of PaalF ''', ,ita'le 
011 Ihe &Otrth-a.at eout. It it .. 1mge lOd BIte 
baliD, iD which veuell are defended fró:m ",ioda 
ud tem~ Ita. eutnUllu iII protec:ted 011 OIIe 
&idc b1 .. fortl , aod 6!1 tM; othet b, batteria 
TbMe ~ lbo principll fcntifieation. Di th:e ...... 

Pueblo de la ,Mar ia anotller port, 01' lo tpeak 
mo ... a1rred.ly. ID open rolid.Jtead. 'It is • 
p1lce of ltttlo tade. lud • ait'!l:te at a league 
ano a Mif "'ettw.rd of PliIá'pfÜ!I.. . 

PueWo del Norte iI, • ib' name "indiatn, a 
villIse mute,u, the DOtthmt pwt ol!he iaIand. 
A con! ~f ruder1 tbe entnmee af this port 
diJlcult ta IDIriDeTI wbo-lIre oot.aceTlnomed lo 

it. T'It'o batteria dcfeod its entnnee apin1t 
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privlÚee..... Near thill porl iJ il village inhabited 
0011 by liahermen. . 

Alang the cóut of Margarita the land iI in 
general rack)' .nd very lteep; bul the interior 
u more fertile, prodl.lcing maize and fruita, ud 
cowered .. ¡th grovel. 

rilo cJimate though ver¡ bol is wholesome; 
the gnaten iOCOllvenience nperiellced by lbe 
iohabitantll being a "'&nt of good frceh water . 

.dltmlpCirm i.! tbe capital orthe ilIlaad. and the 
reaideoce of the govemor. Tbis littll' tiMn iJ 
pret1y weU huilt, althougb ¡ti inh&bitanlll are 
not .. ealtby; hUI there iI every appeanmce of 
comfort aud iodUltly iD it. JI hu two parit,h 
ehurchel, and a CODvent of Recollets. 

Tbe valleya of San Juan. Saota M!-l'garita,. 
ud Loa Robl~ h.avc cach a village whieh 
bun theit Dime. 

"Margarita had, in 1807. a poplllation ofeigbt 
tboul&lld whites, live thousand five hundred 
mixed blood, ooe tboua.od eigl1t hundred 10-
diaos, and .bout nine bundred Negroes; mal. 
¡og a total of 16,200 penoOI. . 

Thie island hu only tbreil rivuleu, whieh, 
ha_e ... er, &ni luflicicntly ¡uge to turo milis 
",heo Mleh are establiahed. Th,tr waters are 
litnpid. That of Ihe Iittle riyer which rUM by 
the 10ll'n of Aluropcion. ud which in lomO 
place5 p_ oyer a IJed pf ampbibolic sclliatul, 
contains Bulpbureted iron, magnesia, &c. The 
;nhabitanla prefer drinking water from pon&' 
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though il iJ al".y. turbid. Lavlyqe eay .. tIIe 
ñnt time they presented thia: water lo -him at 
Pampatar. h" rd'uted it ",ith disgult; · but he 
wu _Uf'eCi, that it wu more wholesome lhan 
rain water, and they laughed _t!he grimace. be 
madc. TIlo rieh have Iiltering Roues; othen 
dritlk u lbey lira. i1, aad do Dot fiDd Iny had 
elfecb tiom ie.. 'l.'bU water eontaint I great 
quap.tity of caIcareou. marl. 

Tbe ~te oC Margarita is very healthy. 
lt iJ there lbat penona go ",bo uve contraet­
ed ObstructiOQI and other diseuet in tbe bumid 
and unwholeaome parta of the illaud of Trini_ 
dad ~d lbe COIItineIlL -

The agriculture of the ialand acarce.ly l ufficcs 
fOC' the maioleoance ofiu inhahitanu. Maite, 
CUU\1I, and banana, are their principal re. 
lIOUl'CeI. The bananu are I!xceUent, but vel}' 
Imall. owiog lo the aridily of the aoil Ind dry_ 
ness ofthe clim.te. The inhabitanta cultivate, 
io amall proportioos. .nd {Of their 01rD. conlump­
tino on1r, .11 !he productiona of the Antilb­
the IUgIU":.c.ne, cofI'ee .ud coooa trees. 1bey 
re&!' • gre.t fIlany ¡orota and &beep, "hieh, 
thougb lean, give deliciOllI milk, owing to tba 
atomatic herlI. DD which they fced. TItey 
have ..u Idnds of fo ... 1. al. VIII}' triBing price. 

Livillg iJ tliU cheaper al Mlll"pnlll. Iban at 
Cumana OC' Carf,CILII. L&v:¡y_ .. y .. "1 have 
bQugbt a capon there for fivepcncc; a dou:n 
of eg¡;s ror twopence-balfpcnny; two bottle! 

• 
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eL lIillk (Of tN _1 .. s.h o( tea or t.'¡ve 
pouDdII 1M tU lUDe; .. turkq fOC' .1 .1);., 
.. ¡"b of two IDGGtbt rOl ifteea,.,., k. 
n. ___ lIIIIl or _chup *'ir iIh ÚIc 

caba al maizt. be""., _no bN.d, k.-
1 Da. oi DI) laDo plopmJ IFnklgg. iD tbia 
*-l ¡ bu! altnDp iI rtaind i:a. en::y bo.e 
",&en b. o!i!lt 10 bcw .. put of the Q"P .. 

FO'OI'b, tutlr.eyr., .d al.I kiwM al paultry are 
~ to tbe coa~ by the 10_ d .. _ i 

.od 1M itJand • cel.1nted for ¡ti bDtItifu] 
¡:wroU _ ~ curiDuI. birde. wbic:b are 10 
JJWch .t ed. 1hIt ecarcely., uMias vtII­

Jdt lea" !h. place without canyiQg .".'1Om1l 
of~. 

The, r.bricate oottDn IIt«kinp, and •• 
~ocb of .. Yery IPlPenot quality. 

The &.heria prod.lu:o tho priocipal otüeet oí 
tradtI .t Mupribl : ~1 lro plaoed '" t.be 
illeto of Coche, _bil:b beloap 10 OovenalDlllt. 
'llro merch&l1D of Muprita h&d the priVÜ9' 
of th.iI fbbery in 1807 1 eud tb, curied it oa 
.t Cocha. 'Í'M aten .bo .,r, eIIIplOlod i.o. it 
... IpcUe..n. of Margarita. It •• not ~r • 

. but by order ot GovenUlltst, dlat thoee natins 
..-orked in !he filberyI.t thetcaat)'Pl 01. real 
(fivepePce) per cU,. ",d broad ol maiH or CfI­

.. va. Ther ata abo" Qlucb frab OC' IIlt 6Ib 
u tlley cru.e. More thu thter: huodted ID­
diant 01 both leUI aud alllBft' .ere employe4 
tbere in 18C77. 



." 

Tbe qL1&lltüH:I of fiI!r. caugbt aro incred:ib1e 
Twiee..u, they dra", .IeiQe ·oft'll'o boodred 
lcI:!t Ioag; and it Ieldom happeDt lhat at each 
drag tbey han llOt at leut teJ tD twe1,e quiD. 
tUI oí jiah. Thia nete .o •• tUPa ooat&in. 10 

muy. tbat tbc:y are oblisod lo cut the m_u 
iD ordtt lo let ~ of the &sb escape, which 
they aro unible lo haul on ab~. It ... ould be. 
too t.edioua 10 deacribe the ~Dt.kinda "hich 
N1I tUm. Tbe mOlt mmmoD. ia the mullet oi 
tbe Cllribbea.o Ielanda, 'II'bich tbe Spaniuda call 
_: tbU. fi&b ~te. lbe hlatring. 

The ah workt wOIlld be lucrative objeeu. rOl 
Marprita. ir salt wete not 10 ver, chcap in ~l 
those countri_ A barrd of ult DOt puri6ed, 
w-eighing &baot lbree hUlldred pound.. .101d 
rOl".bout twelVepClnce-h.IfpenDY at M&lprita. 

SECTION VIlL 

PRO'fINCE 01' XAltAC.U9D. 

M ....... cJ"lBO' or MaBCa)'bo, 5Urround. the 
'lake oribe &aroe tw:De. 1t ji b&unded, 01'1 tbe 
wnt. by Ssnta Harta in New GIlIUd..¡ lID the 
eut, by Coro IIIId Veaezuela; 00 tbe north, by 
Santa M.rt.a and the Gulf of Maracaibo; lUId 
00 the IOI.Ith, by 'Muida, ud Santa M..rtL 
Oot-ing to tbe gre.t e%teIIt of Ihe lue, thia pro. 
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v~ exteod. bul a lhort"d..iJtaDce inland tO tbe 
eut Uld Welt: itlleogtb iI ab;out 100 I~ 

Tbe toa of Mu.caibo it unfnaitíut OD t.be bao'" or thc llke. The. cut abore • dly and 
unbal.thYI and, 00 the wett. abore, the lawI 
deJes not bcgin lo M fertiJe fOl lD(ft tban twcn_ 
ty:6Ye te.gu. toutb ortlN¡ city. South ofthe 

.lUe. tbe oouotry" mar vie with the ricbeatwllb 
of South .t\.IJIerica. 

The c1imate ofthe proviooe it lo general bol 
IlIId uohealth" excepting in thnouthem part., 
which border DO the lII\owy mOUJltam. of Me. 
Tilla. 

Thl! populaUOII ofthe provillCil of MaracUbo 
...... in 1801. 17·f.,(XlO pt'tIOoa • . 

Near tho bordc,", ofthe tue, on tbe Welt, &ni 

the ooly parU; of tb.iI provio~ which &ni cuId. 
vated, where, notwithltanding the bClt of the 
dimate, aud tbe inulubrity of the air, lOme 
w;bitel hlve fb:ed their habiutiona lO euItivate 
eaao, IIId olber plan ti. Tbeae IICttle,", &ni 

mueh ICattered, and hlve a chape! pb.ced io 
the centre, lO whieh they ,11 oc:eMiooa1Jy re­
IIOrt. There ...... ntl, as in 10 maoy other patU, 
oaly hlllllb lO render Ihit praviocc BOIlrilhing, 
aod lO fumilh"for lJ:mutl export.atioo as mUly' 
articlel IJI two IbDUAnd _l. or three hun­
dred too. each could load. 

Tbc Iake D navigable for vctleb or ID! bur. 
den i bUI thU advantage is .omrtimel rende.ttd 
tucleaa by a ciangeroua lIod-bank ac(O$S the 
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, 
Qan'OW' eutrllDce. on which ve.eb dra.wing 
twd'8 ron "",ter will occuiol1ll.ly gTOUDd. 
Sevetal.aiaJl riven elÍrpty themtdftl iIlto thil 
Jale. but al !he country ia Ullillhabited eJ:cept­
iDg bylndians. ud inunMja1e'y OD !he.bofes,. 
nothiIIg iI kn01fD with accuracy coDcerning 
tbu:¡, the uvage GoahirOl mm La Haeha 
pre1'aating 111 acceM on tbe WelWn ¡¡de. IUld 
bepiug the Itttletl in alarm. 

o It 'IrU from lhe IndiaD town&, buUt OD p<IItlI 

ol iron-W'ood OD lha: lakc of Mancaibo, th&t 
tbe Spaniarda gave Ibe country' lbe llame or 
Venaud.. or Little Veoice. FOllr or !bese are 
yet iItaIIding, ibe irou-wood OD which tbeylll'O 
fouoded becomiDg hr:e I 1DA3& IIr 1Ú:Jne, frotn 
lhe pet:ri1Yiag quality oftbe wlter. neee vil­
Iages an) situate on the eut pa.rt of tba Iake. at 
unequal di.ltanCet from eaeh othet, IUld have I 
church, wwch iB alto buill in the WlIteI' OD piles, 
and to which the iJlhabitanb or all the villagea 
mort. 

SECTION IX, 

TH.E C1TT or ¡'¡,l.IlAC,l.UlO. 

In chicf town it lhe d ly of Ptbracaibo, in 
llorth latilude ICr:w, and weat IOllgitude 71· 
46', 00 Ihe western lide or !he strait whien 
leads ¡nlo the lake, ., .bout aia Jeagues from 
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tbe ... OQ. u.ad,IOiJ. and Cq • dty bot di.­...... 
lb cljm.te dIO IDUeh t..be more bOl, u the 

la ! thert .,. CaiDt. aDd. far Cro.a regular; 
tb, INIilllOt beiDg .,.tered by IU1 k.in.d af nm­
nWg .treaP:I. ud raiz¡ Dot beior.&cq.aeat. The 
beatl ate e:tteal.ve, parW:u!arl, &oro tU ~ 
el Marcll to Octnber ¡hu! tM moatha Di A.u. 
pt aad Jal, U'8 iDlopportab1e. 'Ibe &ir 
tre.thcd al tb.i. periocl appeart • it it had 
..... ed. (ro. a funw:e. Thl! ~'WindI bIa. 
bue .iD peral &om the eom_t of 
MalclI till JUDe or July. Thl! moutt. of Av_ 
pt and Septaaber ..... ealm, u.aJe. .. 11m 
they are interrupted by tbe IOUtb ...-ind" .. bich 
iD tbe country the, dellOlJlillate, CID account of 
¡ti lnaaluhrity, tie dalroy"', Tbl)' rem.n; 
th&t .hell tbo 00_ are modente, the 'fMr iI 
nmn IIId .. bcn vioknt, th.at they ate lUCo 

CftIded by droughll. ~bo ¡, aabject ti! 

tempeata. The tbundet breab with friglatih1 
ell:ploeioo. nd the li¡hWng ~ .trib. 
and 000IWDe. hoonet. Ihipa. IIId nery thlog 
whlch it meetL Tliey do oot. hoft'Ver, upe­
rimce thoIe furiou. hurriC&Dh whlch every 
year _m to threaten lbe ftt1 uuteoee ofthe 
Antilla. AI1-terrifying Ind all-datructiv. u 
th_ WDpem mly be, ODe .. !befe reduced 
to the n~ty of wilhiDg for thero, becaU&to 
.,.hen they faiJ, Ibey &111 rep1.ced by eartb­
qua\i:et, whJcb are atill lUore Ureadod. The 
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del~ Qf n.iD. ..-hich _ of thCM testr" 
produ~ Me 10 uoeaive, thid!bey fona.II. tI:N:­
rea.t, whicb b'aventl tbe city of Mancai\Kl 
witb • npdity 1I'aich iI i~vabIe, bearip,g 
~ doac .. ¡lb il. UJd CI''; •• jo pioportion 
f.o ils rile, ,,-llüoo f.o 1a0Ulel0, aod every thiDg 
it ioda in ita coune. Happily. th_ ~ of 
di.eren.,. "Jle, .. er ofloog duratlOll. 

The priDQpal part of lbe W1FJl M 00. tbe 
Jbore ora lII:OIll. guJt; • klgue in lengtb. whU:h 
eJ:kDtU to.arda tbe bl'Old pan of the Iake on 
tbe toutb: tbe otber part ia bullt OD lb ... neck 
to tbuorth •• hcn ibe lake ÍI 0011 three Iee.guM 
jo 1ridth: n, piaoll ",bUfl lbe to1IfD begint iI 
!lamBel Muacaibo Point; Ih.t .• befe lbe guIf 
OOOlmetlCel, Arieta Point; UId oppolite lo!hat 
iI Point S.llta Lucia. 

Tbere are, .t Manacaibo. 111&111 bou_ built el_ aod tNld. U)d with. greatdeal. oftute; 
bu.t ,bate\'ea' mU8lSfU the GoYenllnent mar 
tMe. bUWe\'et lbundautbuildiog wood ma,~, 
boweYer cbeap tilee, bO'll'ever frequeot cona.. 
ptioDl. which oneo COIIfUllle·whole 1Itr .... 
more thm two.tbirdJ of lbe iDhabitaob con-. 
Qotly adhue 1IIOIt obIItiPately lo lbe Opinioll, 
tha!. tüCf render tbe houeea dCltructi'fe lo tbe 
peBOtlS .ha inhabit thelll, and QOotinue in tbe 
cu.tom of covering lbe handaomest houaes 
wilb • ldnd ot' roed. wbich grow. 00 tbe bor_ 
dm of lb, lake, ealled by lhe SpllDiardI tllta. 

Tbia miKture oC boutel coyered witb tilel aod 
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"'¡ili rte&. give. lo the city the!lir of _ villllge, 
n dWgrenble lo the eye. and olIen lo th~ 
!\ame! food lb_t keeps th~ c:ity in QOIIttaut dan_ 
~, Some give even _ grutu Iatitude lo thi .. 
idea ¡ &lid, ,..¡th tbe _ or bunding bouaea 
capable ot adoming the city: they construct 
them. on the ooutnty. atiteJ, ofreeda. tb"ch. 
&c. Ofthit"'t kind thUe &10 In'eo lIKIr'e lb_n 
th .. of wbicb _ h.n already.poken. Ma­
racajbo eontaint one pariah cburcb, .. chape!. 
and _ eonv~t oi Fnonci_m 

Al there are neither iounl.lin .. Dor welJ..s, 
nor river, the people driDk no other w:ater than 
that otthe Id:e, which iD tute it DOt igreeablu. 
but in quality ,bT no me:an. b.d, n:ocpt during 
the .unog bree¡:ea oi the montlu of Mareb and 
April. Th"e drive up the water of the _ 
agalnst the current, and render that of the l&ko 
10 brackilh "" Dot lo be drinkable.. The.pool' 
CBD, in this case, quench thei, thinlt omy wilb 
water wbich lbey procure by makiDg excava­

'tion. in lbe eatth I but thiI it badlT tasted, and 
very r .... rrom"Wbolesome. 1lle rich Ivoid tbia 

'ÍIIconvenieoco by cuterol they h1ve in their 
houleI to coIIec:t the taio water, Thoee not 
quite 10 .muent, han iarge jlT'l deat.ioed rOl' 
' the same purp<l't. 

It .... c:alcullted, in 1807, th.t M&r.ICI.ibo 
conwnoo tWlffity.five thouaand inb.bitanb, 

'The ooble fll1\'tiliea Mte are those who boNt 
'of havio¡ descended (mm !he first eonquerors 
of the provinee, or from lOme govemoTll, or 

• 
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jodge-adVfM"!lIH, marriod iD !he couatly, 01' 
eveo (rom aDlotber ofBcer ; for lbe comm¡_ion 
for any olIice whataoev8l', ginD by lbe kiog, 
wu fonnuly in Spanilh Americ;a ao authentic 
title of nobiüt,. Tbey ,.aoo more lIwI 
thirty of these familiea. ThCfe are vtry few 
of th_ primitive hou_ thu no .. enjoy eveo 
Ul e ... , mediocritl' ID almoIt aU lbey upe­
rieoce 10 O1uch rniwy. that lbe ide. of the 
iJb.lltriout origin ot their famil, ÍI the mDlt 

grateful auppoft"ith wbicb !hoy are fed; for 
.. Spuüanl of lhat kiDII. OQQII reduocd to indi­
geace. b 10 for life. Tbe ,hwlle of Iabour aOO 
moe of iDdolence, mate, bim brave Iike I hlll'O 
a11 lbe borron oC want.-Tbe ",hites, not noble, 
are Europeaci al Creolea. TbU ¡. th~ clas& 
that live. with the greatett comfort,. bocause it 
ÍI lbe ooly one which Iaboun. and appliea it.­
IItl! loO agricultura, nuigaliOll, oommerce, . lb. 
6Weriet, kc. Tbe DUUlbcf of Negroa al Ma­
,..caibo does not eJte.d 6vt thouia.ud.. They 
eJ:cn:Ue a/l kiDdJ oftrad..,~ )oiIIen., tailors,. 
........... ken. cupenwn, IDQOIlI, ud _¡Ib·_ 
The Dative. orthe town ofMancaibo have, in 
tbe Spaailh co!oniet., lbe reput.tion of bei!Jg 
vUf witty. 

Tbe Jesuit. had .. coI.Iege bere., wbich.pro. 
duced lOme diatinguilhed ICholan. and it be. 
carne the"lite:ruy town of Amena ; but ",ilb 
lb't order of clugy, the Htabliahmeutl for 
public innruCUOD in thil province alto Cell. 



... 
.. N.twitbot.....tjog!he barreD_ ofl'elOUfOel 

wbida __ tiOB fin!!. d MIIrIoCIIi.bo," Depon 
aa,.. "". tMre _ yODaS ~ IKI &.9OUt'ed 
by Ddure. tlw.t the Ili&htoat eleawatuym.truC­
tia!. at UDcI devdops in tIIem aI.I tbe f.cWt'" 
wlW:b iIr lMope do OOl maoifest themsalvn 
uatil .fter IoI1jJ Jtudy, &Dd tle cm1I oC the best 
teM::b... What a.d.da te the aiDgularity oí tbe 
pbe,u:m_ is, thU thb Dca. of oltUraI 
geniuI frequeotll beco.a prejudici8 t. the 
tnDquiIlity of tbII! ñmjl¡'" of K-'bo I far 

it is ~ fDr ID&IIl of o-e fOUD8' _ to 
laIo1J the colljupaioa an.d ~t oi tbe 
V«ba, ia onIer iD be q"alified lo "tite pleca, 
"be.. lRllItüty ..,lIld appear too tIIe Imlvillh 
ad,oer.te better than the producticma af the 
coua.! wbo at.b!iMa bi:I fUIODl (111. the prio­
cipl~ o/lile civil la.... SuciJ lMIi.b al aboukl 
ne~ .,,(1 bCI!Il i¡qQtutcd, ar whicb. the tri. 
btroala would indADdy bave decidtd, become 
i..atcnaUIaWe &Dd rulaOIU by !he sopbiaml witb 
W'bicJI tatlMI IICribblen enveklp in darbell 
cauteII die ~ IJimple &lWi den. nu. diMe .... 
ve:ry pc .. a11B11t al ManIcaibo, is by no mean.» 
ttrUlJU ia etbu Splnidl krritori.. Tbe penal 
la .... ",hich the Iegiallture b.at beeo fORed lo 

eaact. lO IeueD the aumbu of tbae impa ni 
cIrimoe, whom thty call pm~Ii,,.I,· litenlly 
pRIVe tb&t the evil iI ,general enougb." 



.., 
" I.ta &lknIriog that tbe iabebitaDb oí Jdara.. 

cama uve activity. ~ ,lid gt:aiw." _,.. 
tbe _-.roo, "wc han DOtbing mM too 
., in their {noQl. Tbey ~ feJ"l'O«bed 'tritb 
having ver¡ Iittle reprd tQ tbeir ,..ard, _ud 
.. ¡lb thinkiog thrm ... lvet oot bound by theic 
siguatg~ until aJ\e!' they have in vaiD eudcs. 
voured. to release tb_Iw:s mm it by 1, •• 
Tbeit teplltation iD this rapec::a i$ 10 weU esta. 
bliahed, tbo.t .ti. Itrangen 1I'bom b""ina.!ha_ 
to l4ancaibo, uy it is much better to tixm 
c:oune:z.iooa of il1t.e~ .ith tbe _OIIJeD thm 
with tbe ~n. b~ tbq .JODe hue thue 
tJu,t good fllitb aui firmo_ wbich, in tl'ery 

othet patf,. iII tbe peculial" h~ of the 
men." 

lO SiDte lbe cour&e oC deteripüoa bu Ied 
IIIC,," he adds, .. to ~ of the lrOIDeD of 
M.ncaibn, 1 ought not lo In it be UIIkD01m 

that tbcy &le io tbeir youtb ~ of mo­
desty; IIId in marriage, f.ahful wiva ud ex­
ceUeot motben oC &.millos. .AJFec1iao. for.their 
hnsband., tbe cara of tbeir bcxueholds, aod 

. the educatioo of tbeir dlildrtn. .re tbe objecb 
whlch diride all their momeota. aod occupy 
al! theit IOlicitude. "Ibey know Dut. ho __ • 
before 1Datriagr,. &01 other amuaemeot thaD 
mutic: 'fheir fat'ounte iDatrumeut" tbe hatp.. 
Thtl'e are re. b~ in which the hN'1l1OflioUll 
lOWId of lIIis iDltrameat iI not ~d evny 
rorenin,. -" ew:ry da1 offe:sti,~." 

• • 
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10 'Pite oi!he tllÉlreme and a1mOlt cootinual 

heat experienced at Maraco.ibo, it ia • bealtby 
J'elIidence. Tbete are no epidemic complaints.. 
A tllaD once lIe&IOOed to the cHmate preserves 
hit hea1th al well &nd better than in many other 
placee 'll'hete iba he&u are 1ee& ¡atenee, ud tbe 
means of refreshing himself mate multiplicd. 
In July IIII.d AugU!Jt, when the air 11110 huted. 
!he mOllt Ulual. preventative for w ill effectll oC 
the climate iI conlWlt batbing in !he lake. 

Thc habit ,.,bich the citizens of Maracaibo 
contnr.c:t from tbeir infancy of aailiDg (JII the 
Iake, whe!her for p\ea!¡ure, fisbing, oc the tran_ 

'P'lrt of the anicles its lIOutbem borde!1 pro­
duce, gives th.cm &t a ver¡ carly period a tute 
for navigation. 5000 fiodiog in this place DO 
mearu of indulging id the practice of ilo they 
.repair in ero_da lo Portu C.vello; Guay,... and 
the other porta, ,.,here a more active navigation 
serves, .t tha aamc time, 10 give tbem employ_ 
ment LIId gratif'y' tbcir ambitioo. TIte, pel"_ 

fOnn with equu ability muliog ~ loagllt voy­
agea. In thOle intervab whcn WU' fUlpendl 
tbeir commercia1 enterpriles. ibe, embark on 
boa.rd printcer&. TIte Ileigbbourhood of the 
lake. io tbe ""ten! of wmch tbey exerc:Ue them­
ae1ves in tbeir carly ,ean, renden them as 6-

ceJlent _illUllen lIS e.xpert divers. ". 
Thoee who retlat the attr&ctiofUI of !he lea, 

raiJe beroa of attle, or take care of thOle of 
their fathel'l. Notbing bettcr .evinces tbeir 



·ptitudo lo this ipecies of occupa.tion, than die 
iOUDelUe lIulD~r. of beaata ..rnh whieh thc ... 
vannaht or Mazacaibo are covered. The prin­
ci¡W. OII~ ate thOM of Jobo, ADooq. Palmita, 
ud Cannades. We ought ID mention, that 
there ¡. more mMt in raleiog eaule in th!! ... 
'nIn:oaht of Man.c:aibo" thao in any othl!l' place 
in lhese pTVV:Ínces, ~u.e. hloring neilher" 
riVetl DOr pondt that nevl!l' dry up, dmugnt 
occuicm. the death or mlllly, in rpite of lh"e 
pnc&uti~n. they take. iD cuca or this aort. ID 
dri.e th"ml IDwvda tboee parta ",hete they CIofI 

",¡lb conveniente _w them. 
Ae tbis por!., a bar of quicbaod, ",hich is but 

tal 01' t",clve reet uoder _ter, entirely e:L_ 

chuJl!IIlugt! ,_t.. IlIld with dil6culty admití 
small onu. He mUlt be ",eU lLCquainted ",ith 
hU. bulinea, and utremely ltt.en~'e lo hU. 
duty, who attemptt lO entel th;. pon "ithout 
a pilot. M lOOIl ... he c1eus the bar, he bu 
plenty or water, an¡la good harbour. ' Three 
torta prot.ect tbe h.&rbour. 
. The bnt I('hntmera "hicb ar.il on the Spa.' 
niah Main are built at this city. which pe,,"l" 
peculiar advantages for ahip.building. 

VOL. l. , 



... 
SECTION X. 

. . , 
1, Ta~. oa tM:eo 5 =-oCHeria, iI 

in S· fQ llIortb :laritude, 1O.1eIgue.' Dth ·o( 
Merida, lo" 1OUtb.'fttt or c.u.cu. _ 80 
: .. tI! of o,wm.. 

ThiI tOwn iI ~ a.t1IOlIg' lbe _Dt:Ii.!lJ, 
ud tberefore elijo,. a 'vuy mitil !empentan:. 

Tnaillo cooteo. • . gecd parUh. dllmb, .. 
chape!, two monuteriea, .. convent. ofDoIIIini­
c.a 1l1lD*,. and &IJ Ilotpitll. 

Thue _tc. tnlve tboound. ¡lIb'N"1D1J in it 
io 1807, Tbeyare an ilCthe aud indumiow 

"" . 
. ThiI 'city, _bieh ¡, ooe oC lhe oldett on lhe 

ctmtineot. " .. fonnerly'alto oue al the best 
peopled, until ¡, .. u destro¡ed aDd 4I.c:ked by 
Fh.rIcia GralllOl1t, tbe ·Bu_~r .... ho iu 167'8 
tra~ned &he province of V_zuela .¡lb .. 
mWI band orfolJolfeR, d:tnI:ted by tbe riches 
of thia plate. 

Truxillo cojo,. .. pure air; but ' ill waten. 
althougb cleu &lid light. are impregna'ted _¡lb 
lnCtallic p.rudee, and oceuion goitres.· whieh 
bowever are 0111)' al] inconvmieoc:e, u they do 
not in the kalt all'ect lh, he&1th. 

I 

I 
I 



: The llUld .bout TrlaiUo produce. augar. 
cacao. iDdigo,' oo&e. and in general all tbe"proo 
duclionl of.the tórrid,. and I¡)me fll. olt.be tem. 
pt:rlte:ZQ!Im. Wbeat· gnnn" IUperioriy, ud ita 
lIour dilfen little fnxn lbat of Europeo Thoy 
reap it. in abüodan.ce. &lid it beoomm' to lile 
cul:tivator,.ao artlclc! of commeroe, · that ~ Q:)II'I· 

pe!*te. : hit. . I.boun . . Tho1 rWe wit.b roo· 
aiderable 8lI8iduity olher coromoditil!$. Agri.. . 
cUltur~ i.t not .thriir onlr QC(:UpatiOIl. Sorne 
raiI!I abeep ,lid goat& ¡ JUld it ia observed that 
the IDUttOD thetl:l JI. wger tblUl iD &IIyother 
part of the pro1liDce, Ind lhe meal much beUCr. 
'!be cbeeaes mide there are litO prefe¡cred to 
th~ 'of other plaCel... The cue they beato".", 
ill . waahiug aud C&rdiug their ..,001, enablel 
them lo f.bric.te goodt fi"om it, the we oro 
which i • .Jw.ys certain Ind profitable.-Tb'l" 
women employ them&e:lv~ iD IIlIIkiog • .",eet. 
me:lta. for which they fr~quently nccive orden 
bdorebirond. iD order to resell them in lhe pro. 
\iDee, Of lend thetll abroad. Tm. brauch of 
indUltry, insignificant u it .ppc ..... doet not 
faíl of rclie"ving tbat miserable clqa, whi.:h in 
al! tlle other eitilll ia embal"TUled by.its OWI\ 
e:LiIteoce.-The.y carry the colDlnercial r.rtlclea 
orTru~lIo to MltlIc:aiPo br the lue, .,.bich ilI 
t .... ent"live Ioe.gue. lo tbe _ti but t.be ínter· 
eoutle m~ p~ is :with Carora. .bere they . 
Knd thek gOlt Ind .h~p.kinl lo be dreued. 
TbiI intercouIle, ho..,evcr. ,[s GOl uempt from 



... 
illeonvenicnce. becon ... i~ i. aec'"",, lo croa 
tbe plaia. of Uonay. ao uD'II'boInome tII.t tbe· 
traveUcr it obliged lo hqle'n bit mareb not lo 

be infecttd .itb the nu.Ugnant fevu, which 
tbe leut atop ia apilO gife. 

On the eut aide of M..--ibo Lake are 
1M11'eral.mall towna, ol.hicb Gibraltal", Pan..ate, 
Lu BatbilCOU, ILIId s...a hdro, are tbe most 
coJlliderable pi ...... 

. to GllI .... 1.T .... io 10· 41 aorth Iwtude. &lid 
fil O s& wa! loogltudll, b 100 mile. 1OUtb....c 
of M~ ami. OD the eukm baDb oí tbe ,"'-

JI conWIQ, tbree thoul&Ild inbabltanta. 
Tbe dimite i. very !lot ud insalubrioul, 

especialJy duritlfj: thc rain,. 1C&IOIl •• he¡¡ the 
mereh.nb .nd pinten ntin: 10 M .... c •. ibo or 
Metida. 

Gibraltar i •• very oId to_n, (.moll. for the 
productiol1 of • particular IOrt of tobacco, 
ClUt<! ' tobacco nf Muacaibo, (rom which the 
be.t IOrt of.ouB; vu.lgarly calJed Maccab •• , u ...... 

Thc counuy iD Ihe vicinity of tbi. town i. 
" el! WMet'lld ,,¡tb rivera, .nd conaequeutl)' 
gro .... ueeUent aao. Cedatt of immen.e 
lIiu are fOllnd io ib " ooda. 

8. P,uIUATI: is eighty milel IOUtb ol Coro. 
aod ia a amaU place 00 tbe bllllkl oC lbe lue. . 

•• L.i.s BAIIIACOA8 it . itlllted I .hort diJo 

lince r"rther I0I.l111, and eeventy.five miles 
lOuth of Coro. 



... 
.5. SAH hDao iI •• hott ru.tanee IOUth oí 

Gibraltar, .nd .110 on the banks ofthe lake. 
'The otl!cr p~ being mere viU.gta. or 

1Cat.tend plaotatiOlll, are not 1i'orth mention_ 
mg. 

SECTlON XI. 

raOVINCE o, Otll~A. oa SPMIISU GUAUIIA. 

THIS immeoae province e:cttrlUs f10m tbe 
frootiett of Juan de 101 U.nOl .nd Quilos, in 
Cundinarnarca. to the frooticrI of Britiah, 
Fn:lleh, .nd Portuguese Gu;.na. Jt 15 bound. 
ed. 00 !he north, by the Onnoco and the plaiOI 
of Cultlana, Ban:elona, and Caraca.; Dn 1.he 
eut, by unknowo J.ndt betll'een Ihe tetue. 
meota of lbe Englisb .nd French; 011 Ihe weat, 
by the OrillOCO and the provincea of New 
GteIl.d.; and. on the eouth, by !ha Partu­
gueae 1"(11 -jon.. lt hu beeo computed 10 
be 1000 1e.g9t11 in cil'(:umferenee. 

The precise boundtriea of !hil country can­
not be bid dawn. On the wat it U. 6aid to u· 
tend 10 !he wClltem mouth. ofthe river Y.pura, 
proeeeding thence "mOlt due north. Oll~­
eut it has, from c.pe N ... u. • .boIe oftbirty 
leagues, 10 !he l1lOuth of !he Orinoco; .nd 
Iheoce a10ng lhat river to the Río Portugueu. 



an uteat oC more thuI @ae.,uc... Tbe Por. 
tuguelt tenitoriell (IIJ tbe 1KIUth, "ere formerl, 
bounded byaliDe pealng'under tbe equatlDr; 
but tbey have aioco acquired lIlOf1l ¡ettJema¡ta 
lo the nortb. in tbe "elltem partl oC GuianL­
The mOlt Mluthem Cort b thal oC San Cula.. 
~ Ihe Rio Negro, in l · $a' north latitude. 

The rivera flowing thmtlgb Ouiana which aro 
belt II: no,",. are the Orinoco. intn "bid!, 0lI 

the IInrth. the Catolli. tbe AlU,. the Caura, 
Illld ¡everal .maIler (lIJes emptl tbeOPdns j 
olÍ Ibe "ett. the Su.pure, lbe Sippapu, &e. 
jotn tb.It meam; "hiIe, 011 the .outh, the 
Ouariate. tbe Ynritta, Illld Ihe AtaN.po.. at.o 
add lo the rugoitioeoce of ib COUI'Ie. Tbe 
Rio Negro abo 6cnn tbrough aputoCGui&na, 
and {Oml •• by mean. oCtbe Cuáqulari. ajunco 
tion between the Mutilon and !he Oriooco, 
tbUII coostituting Guiana In itnmeII,IC iIlamd, 
deta.ched in every direc:tioo by a broad ex_ 
paIlIe of water .ftun !he COIItinent of South 
America. Tbe Yapura and the Uape¡ ron 
tbrougb tbe IOUthern or contWental pan. of 
tb it provinc:e. u d join Ihe Ma~on. }dan;' 
large rivus .... e &om ot" Ibe lIeII.t Lake Pa. 
rima and lheiDteriot. ofwbicb.IlioB4nc:oQd 
tbe Siabo aro the most noted; bul .. tOe lake 
ibclf, and all the .UÍToundlng counlry. are al 

UIIkooWD a. Ihe interna] paru oC Africa, itwm 
be uldeM tn repeal D.me. !.hat .re ptbcred 
from maps, often imagilwy, . d generally er, 
roneous. 
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GuiM. ¡. tubdi,ided mto Upper.oo Lowu 
Guiana" lb, eapi1al beiag me poiot of Mp&ra­

tillD. ,But thie booour WOIlld IDOrt jlUtly be­
~g lo lbe ri~f Carooi. 

Upper Guilaa c:odIprebenda .n tbe CDUOtry 
.. ~ o{ . tAl Caroni. F_ plaotatic:lOll are _ 
tb.o. ~ lbe eoíl n rieh be,rolld imagin ... ..... 

Lower Guiana ia un. oi ihe Cuou1, or iD tbe 
~brw'nded. b1 lbe _ oo 'the eut. the Qri. 
0000 011 lbe north, lbe Caroni OD \he ... at, and 
!be x..oqu;bo _ lbe IOUtb. A tIIorc fertile 
.w eaoaot be foulld, watered by numerOUJ 
ri.en¡ 'WhDM periodic onrl!.owi)lga depolit • 
!be .. proli.llc .. tba.t of !he Nile; but thi. 
lialt ,dittrid iI oearIy& wute, harbouring ano 
t.hrCIpoph~ tribel, ol "horo the Caribt aro' 
the moti formMlablt al _ell u UlIguiOaty •. 

Tbe indiBeoom illhabltaoll ofGmana t.mOlLDt 

lo abaut thirty thOUJaDd, ol "hODl fif\eon thOy. 
lUId are uolted In miIaiona. lbo othen., ",eh 
_ the Moa&..ad Ouanom., are ind~peD~t, 
..el hne oot _braeed Chrittianity. It iI ti­
tim.ud, tbat tJJ.r1 Ue eigbt tbou..nd .. hila 
diapeml in the vU.I..get aad bub in tite re­
mI"'''!'r oi lbe provillCfl, about ab:: th~d 
lfemzoa 01' free people ol eoIour. and about 
tbree thouaod Negma. Tbe population or 
me capital. S&o Tom~ beiog eif¡:ht tbowand 
fivl bWldnd pcrIOIU. mUa a grmd total of 
fifty.t_o tbouIand. 



... 
Tho ricbeI ortbe ft1J'Spani,n;t. and CreoIeI 

s.ett1ed io tbi. proviDCe ~ta in attIc. of 
.tJlch lbe mialiooU'y Fra':II;ucaDI alooe pon!:n 
IIIOrúhm UO,OOO head. 

Th. ttade of Guiaoa cofIlittl eatitely.iD lbe 
e.sport ol c:attle .ad mu.la, 1I'ilh lOma tob&eeo, 
cottoo, .lId hldlgo. tildo in tao", tbey liad 
thirty.rour 110.11 veeael. ea:lployed io tn\diog lo 

Trinidad I.Od lb. neigbbouriog SpaDiah porb. 
In ¡&tu tlmet, Ibe Spanianb baveoodenoUl". 

ed lo conquer lb, reglolll bet'll'teD tb 0riD0c0 
I.Od tb, lúrailoo, but ha"e Ih,...,. been WUQC. 
CCIIful. Útlt hu hd lhe coungtl lo croa die 
grestcr part of lbe lXIuntry iD Ihe dl'CIS of 111 
lDdian; and &0JIl hit raer.rcbel, the directioa 
of Ihe finges of II)OUDWnI hu beeo ~rt&ioed. 
Humboldt alto eootrived lo 80 .. gro! dia­
tane,' aJao! lb. eh.in of lb, c:ataractl, bul wu 
prevented from esploring Ihe IOUretl ot tbe 
OrioOQO and lbe celebrl1ed La.ke of Parima by 
th, GII.YeeN ... race of Indiana. whe, thougb 
of very diminutivo .tature, ditpllly lbe ulmotlt 
(X)Un,ge and acti,ity io defemliog tbeir roes 
U011l- Tbe.e people rmist all penuuion to 
become lb, connrta of Ihe moolr.. w'bo bave 
viaited tbnr rrvntieB, &lid equally defy lh, 
anned (oree which gtllerall, accompaniee t.ba&. 
priUtl. . 



SECTION XII. 

TU CITr O, .ufO(lnuu, &le. 

ÁlIOOITUU. atandt io latitl.lde 8· 8', at the 
foot of a hill of atnpbibolic achbt, dettitute or 
"'qretatioa. 
. SWce Che ead of tbe .uteeo!h ceotury, ea,.. 
HUUlboldt, by whoH observatioal 00 Angot-­
twa W'e ve hlpPY to profit, "three to1m1 llave 
..... ccakvdy borne the name or Saiut Thomu 

• ot Gua~ The IiRt""ea oppot.ite tbe ilJand 
of Fuanio, at lbe COIlflI.letK:e oflbe Caroni aod 
tbe Orinoco. 11 _ea !hia _hiclJ ...... dettroyed 
by lbe Duteh \lDdet tbe command or Clpwn 
Adrian JlDIOn, in 1679. Tbe &econd, fOllnde<! 
hy Aotoll.Ío de Berrio, io 1591, near t .. elve 
lague. eut of the mOl.lth of the Caroni, made 
a COl.lr&gl!OUI reaiatance to Sir Walter Raleigh. 
1Ihom the Spaniab wrltet1 oftbe conqueft know 
only by the oame or tbe pinte Reali. The 
thitd to_o, no .. the capital or!he provioce, ia 
6ft y league. _cM. of the conlll.lence or tbe e. 
rooi. It ",ea begun io 17640, uDdec the gover_ 
DOI" DOII Joaquin Moreno de M~dou. and it 
ddtinguiahed in !he public doculllentl from!he 
8eOOIld tOWb, vulgarly caUed the Fortteu (el 
c..rtiUo.l .. Forl.lleu.). or Old Guyana (Vieja 
Gl.layana). by tbe· .ame of Slmto Tomt de la 
Nueva GUlyanL Thi. name being very loog, 
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that of Allgoetuta (lbe Rrait) hu been como 
monIy ItIb.tiwted (<< ¡t. 'lb, iDhahitantl of 
thoie countriel liad it diflicult lo r'CICOInize 
ca otU 1IlIIp'. in ,Segtj.go d.,:t-· aIld Sr.nto 
Tomé, lbe two capital. 01 Venezuela ud 
Guayaaa." 

Tbo 1CeOery' arouDd the krtrn of Aogoetwa 
illittle varied. hut the vi ..... oftbe riwr, whidl 
ibnm • "ut ClIIW wet;;:hing from lbe _th-
11'51: to lb. north-eut, ie Iingularll _j8ltic. 

The GO'ier'nDlent, al the 'eDd Gr • Ioog OCIO· 
troven1 on lbe defenee -o( the 'place, ud the 
~h ot caDftOl1 shot, 'llritbed to kaow &Saetly • 
the breadtb of ibe Orinoeo at tbe poiat ealled 
lbe Strait, _bere ttands • roek (el PeilOII) 
that diMppean emirel.y .hes • waten are at 
their beigbt. Though lbe ... ,... .... .,.. .npea 
attached to the pn:lvina.,1 Aovnmneut, '1 re. 
montha bdore Humboldt'. ' urinl al ÁlIptu-
ra. Don Mathiaa Yturblll' had ben _t &0lil 
Caracu 10 meuu.re tIIe OrúIooct bet._ lb. 
demoliahed rort of San Gabriehll.d tbe ndoubl 
of Sao Rafael. He 11''' told vagudy, that thiI 
lI'Ie&IIure b&d ¡inm I little more than eight 
bundred ... _ eaateJlUlII. '!be plan of tho 
lown, IIIlneud 10 the great map ot 60tltb 
Amenca by La Cruz OIrntdil ... indicate. 11m. 
hl\ndred and forty. Humboldt took .with re-
ca,re two triSODoooetril:: lIkMarNleflltl,. one iD 
the Sttait ibeU', bet.,eea!he Uro forta of &D 
Gabriel ud s.n a.tad ¡ lbe ot~~ eIIIC of 



• .., 
Augoetaa. -j.o. the grat ",alk (Alameda) nw: 
thll ~ del Ganado. TIKl n:au1t of 
tbe fint meaallni· (&t the minimum of.breadth) 
W&I three bundred and eigbty ~; lUId tha¡t 
al !he aealIId t four blludred. _ud ainety. 
Th_ meuurea IUrpua fout Ot ñve time. tI»It 
of tho Seme near lbe Jardín del Plantes. aQd 
yet lhia.part ofilie Orinoc:o ¡, crJled 11 choldug. 
Ot •• tRiL .Nóthing.iI better 6tted lo give an 
idea of the _ of 1I'a&er; of lbe great rivera of 
Amena. thall tbe dimeutioG. ofthe.e preteod. 
ed .,tnits. The Amazon., aeoool.ing to H~ 
boWt'."mmaureIllClllt,t iI Iwo bu.odred apd $6-

"ent,. toiso! ",ido at lbc Poago de Renl.ena, 
and aemrdiog to M. de l. Condarpipe, tweulye 
live ~ee at lbo Pongo de Manteriehe, ud al 

Ihe Strait r:rf &uIis IJine hundred toitet. Thil 
Iut Itnit COIIlIC(juently di8'ert ¡ittle from ,he 
keadlh of tbc Orinoco at lbe Stnit of Bara. 
...... 5 

• TII, b~...-redalont; lb. kel, usoS ...... ""¡In; 
7 .. SS' 10" .".¡ 90'. Dio_ dedueed, 1IS9 "'''''', o. 
%6 1Oi_ : bu ..... ID"'! .w.u.ct 78 tOI_ ... l1>e <!iota", .. 
r ..... l'wI",!ea Gobrid la do. c.n:.¡ "" tho hy_ N .... 
~+~78=IIOL, .... N.S ....... -' 

t S ... ~ '" 1M ~ Igsil IDOO. A8,leo, 
7S' W !U" ",4 90". DiawI ... dodu""¡, 9J8 .. e\, =+91 L, 
OO' 116,';...... n. brc.dlh DIOI.\U'lIU" y .. ia .cconlÍIIg lo 
Ibe ,;.in¡ ,.r tbe 1I'ow.. 

t H._ ....... ~d tbe A ..... .,... .. bu 111,11'_ ." lo .. , 
KIO to>a jbo, .. 1M 000IIl!l q/ Ibo lUo C"""'ri .... 

t Ha r.....,oI il tó bo 889 r.oiaeo. 
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When the w&ter. In higb, tbe rifU inulI_ 
dates tbe key. ; _l.Dd it IIOlDetima happelll that, 
e~en in tbe town, imprudent rilen beeome the 
prey of croc:odilee. 

ne IUeetl oC Angostu~ are regular, ud far 
thlt mOll part par.Utl with !he ooune oC tbe 
Jiver. Sevenl oi the houees ate baile on !he 
·bare rock. 11Iey are fot tbe mo.! plrt bailt as 
in CaBcu, ofLimeand ... nd, with ttrlaCa 011 lbe 
lop ... here lbe, .Jeep in lhe teUODI of grut. 
est heat, without reeeiriog !rom Ihe de .. &111 
injuf)' lo their health or ligbt. 11Iey are 10ft,. 
agreeahle, .lId !.he greater Dumber built óf 
alO!1e; whicb COllltruetiOIl proVeII th&t the in­
habitanu have li¡tlc dread oí urtbquakn. 

Unhappily thil aecurity il 1101 founded OD 
induction froro very preciee facta. It il true, 
that!.be more of Nueva Andalusia lOmetimes 
undergoes vel')' violent Ahockt. withou! the 
commotion bcing propa¡ated lCfOSI!he IJanos. 
The f,ta1 C&taluophe oi Cumana 011 the 40th of 
February 17!Ho • .., not (elt at Anptura ¡ but­
in lhe grut earthqu.ke of 1766, whkh deetroy. 
etl the I&m~ city. the gl1loitic I()jJ oC the two 
banb oC Ihe Oriooco wu agitated as fu .. 
!he Raudlli!:ll of Atures &lid Maypurea. Soulh 
of theae Raudales ehocb are lIOInetiO'leill feh. 
",hich are cOlllilled lo ¡he b&!in of the Upper 
OrillOCO &lid LIle Rio Negro. Tbey appear lo 

depend on a mlcanic focUl dilltant (tolO lhat of 
the Caribbee bllnd!. Humboldt IfU told by 



\he rnisaionarie..t Juiu. md San Feromdó de 
At.1po.. tJu,t in 1798 viDlent evthquuos look 
place bct",een the Ollaviare Ind tbe RkíNegro.­
,..hieb '!fue not propapted (lit the DOrth towwd 
Maypuret. We caonot be sul&deot1y Ittentivc 
lo whltever reb.tet to tbe Iimultmeit1 of tbe . 
OICiIlationt, md to the independence of!he · 
IIIOvementl in oootiguOUlo ground. E\·ery . 
tbiug _ma to prove that the prop"gation of 
tite commoUoD is nol luperficial. but dtpends 
00 vel}' deep creviCH, tbat termínlte in diffi: •. 
reDt centra of &elioo. 

Tbe lo",O of Su! Tom¿ had. in 1807, a po­
pulation of .bout tigbt tbnuuod fivc hundred 
penona, .moog whom were three hundred 
N ....... 

Though il is tituate io 8° 8' of latitude, and 
tlevated ooly tbirty toiAel abovlI the leve! oC 
tbe .... it.till enjoy •• n .ry mild tempen.ture. 
It .e1dom happc:na that Re.umur'. tbtllDometer ­
Net. aboTe twenty.four degr_ in tite hotlelt 
time ot tbe yeu i Illd from the besinning of 
NO'I'eltl~ lo the md of April. il.-.relr.ue. 
above 20" duriog tbe day, IIld gtnel"llUr de­
llCeodr; to 17° It n1ght. Tbe regular breoze .. · 
a grat oUlllbef of rivera Ind &treamI which 
water it, and tbe illlDlenae forab "hich IUf· 
round il in almOBt every direction, ·.re Ihe 
cau_ which t.end to diminiah tbe e.a:cessivlI 

• heflt ibat IlCems natural lo ib latitude Inn 
trifling devation abnve tbe te&. Hen.>, as lit 
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can·, mi and iD iDaD, other pan. oftJwo miJ;.' 
.a.. the actI. oC b1ad: and .tnIQg, .llamo 
.bm .• IIUI¡P, halcd. by. die n.,.. oC du= mIl 

Iipaa tlo.. ' -P'~e," ......e..!erMI. iajuiiou. 
ID bt:alth. 'g.r..boIdt thiDb tbe aoaIJ. poab. or 
~t __ (~rmepdi%o.). .hidl 
utawl bcftjnd tM. bnm towud dm _th eált. 
~ more .to 'be .feated. Tbe tnde-wiDda are 
'-e ~~ry repb.t (toCII. lbe _lb of Noverubér 
ti) the montli ol :M.y. la tb. 'reK oCt:be yt:ar 
they ate inteñupted by calmt lIJO"' ot IIlSl f~ 
quent, more or ¡tu long. &onn. ate Iftqutllt 
in thllmonw of Augult, 8eplen1ber, aod Oclo­
ber. n ay have no ~qUlka, bDt ..ale­

tima lo wind, that dtlea nOC lNt long, whic:h 
blowl with !he vl.oIence of a humeane: it lec_ 

minata in rain. 
Tbe town of Anptu .... in tbe.511y yea~ 

ofita foundJtion; bad no direct colDmnnicwtion 
",ith !he metiopoliL The Íllbabitants ... ere 
COIIlented lrith canyillg 00 I biffing contft.. 
band ttade in dried meat ud-tobaeoo ",ith die 
W.t India Je1anda, lOO witb tbe Dutcb ~ 
of ENequlbo, 1!y lbe Rio Ca:rooi. Ncitbet' 
wine, oil, rKII" ftour, tbrec anide. of impon... 
tioo!he mOlt .ougbt &fter. 'll'U received direc:dy 
from SpliD. 30me merdlanta, in 1771. MIIt 
th, lint M:booneT 10 Cadis ¡ and lIiace that 
ptriod¡. .. direct ezehange of oommodities .ilb 
th .. pum of Andalusia aod C.wooia hu be­
COme e:ltremd, active; 'lbe population of 
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AIIs-ta'ta,.,alUt baMillg.b«p. .• :IoIIfJ tinte ,1m: 
pi..dri.og. buIlllUch.~ . .mce 1'786, .. t ~ 
IimerIJi :u.mbc~it'I.abode in ~ bolEo 
riu..rt._far from..brin¡J equ.l to"that oí Stao. 
b.tMCk,ihI'iD-..:esl.J:ngI¡m'itnm. Tbe muutb. 
of: .. . O.iücw · han. _ llliftntilge Onr .evJ:rf 
other part in .Tie.r. MnR.. 'Diey áford. too 
~. ~ft4i .. COI&mUDicatilRll with t~ peDill­

~1&. The VOyaga .frolll Cadiz lo Puot. Bui. 
-. .D prIIfor-t . .a!Debmea iD" .t_ o, 
twl:Dty dap. .1Jw,retum lo Eu~ .take. from 
thlrt,.·tD thirty..tin dall. Tbme.mDulh. being 
pW:ed ID wiod1nlJ'd nf all the iIlaDda. tlte veaelt 
«~C&II .-imta.in .. mcniádnnta¡oou • 
• '''p ' r ,*witb1he-Watlndi81 than u.·Guayrs 
ud Porto Ca-.ello. The:meI'chanb of Caracas, 
tM~. huI! ~ al ... ,. jWOUI ohhc pro­
griIII. nf indUltry io Spaniah Guay.oa i and 
Caruaa--kviDg b~D hitblll10 thé ~ nf the 
IUpremll . "emmGlt. the port of AiIgootucl 
hu.been ti . <ttd witb tan 111M &.vout th*n !.ha 
poN af Culllba '&lid Nueva BatceIona. Witb 
rmpect tD the ialand ,u.de. the moR active i. 
tbat nf lbe proVioee !Ji.Variau, .b:i.oh ae:ru;Is 
_m, . cae.o, "indigo. eotl:Dn. I'od· ilugar. tD 
Aagoatunt. ¡ ud in mam rec";:ires genems, 
tbt il. ,tbe produ~ oi the lllaDuÁcturing m. 
dUltly of Europeo Humboldt bu _ Ioog_ 
boattl (lancha) aet oft the cargoes of which. 
were vWlled at eight oro ten tDouund piaatreB. 
Tbese boahl went fint up the Orinoco to Ca_ , 
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bnit.; tbeo along the Apu~ to San VUJCIIDIIt~ 
and fiDalIy, 00 the Rio Suto DomÍDgo, u fu 
.. TorullOt,- " whiela ¡, tbe port oC VariDu 
Nuevu. Tbe Iittle to'lf11 of San Ftl"IIUdo de 
Apure iII lbe maguine IIf thiI rinr tnde. 
_hich migbt ~me lIIucb mo", omaiderablo 
by tbe introduction of ,team.bOW. 

'Whaoevtr, in vuy bot aod damp.~ pero 
oiciotu reveR ~ODme avn""", &t Ango¡tan., 
the ptob[cm ia diacUBled. .. 1Ietb~ tbe Govem­
nleot did ript in traoaftrring tbe to'll1l from' 
tlu: Viejl Gu..yao.l to the .trait betwcel1 tbB 
úlalld ol MarullÍta aod !he coofiumee Dr the 
Rio Orocopiehe ? It ia ... rted, that tbe &11_ 

cien, OOwo, Iwding Ilunr lbe !lea, _joym 
!be adunuge orthe cooling breB1U; and that 
the peat mortality ptevailing tlHn! w. 1_ 
owing lo ¡0Cl1 c.uta, lbao lo lhe •• y ni ¡¡f. 
iog ofthe iuhabiunts. The fenile and hurnid 
baoka of lile Oriaoeo, belo. the mouth of the 
Cuoni, yield aD immenae qUUltit,of lIluaahes,t 
pbntaina, arod pap'1t'1I.f I'hlele fruib were 
taten "''''. evcn before dey hld reacbed their 
maturity; and the people beiPg at lbe ume 
time addicted lo lbe use of spirituouI liquon 
in eJtcess., thia improper .'1 or living dimi. 
n4hed the population from year to reM. The 
archive! Dr CUlCU are 611ed with rnemori&l • 

• A. ÜW. lo tIIe .. aI: oh"'" 10_ orObio~ 
t PotilJ... t f",¡I of 1M carica pa¡>OOJ'" 

• 
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00 the JleI 't) of chaogiD¡ th! ltat ar the 
praGlt capital al Guayana. Aocording lo tha 
offieial papen "b.ich weie COIDllll1ll.icated lo. 
Humboldt, it h. Meo. propcad lOlDetimflll W. 
SO b&ck lo the Fortaleza. or Vieja GDa,.na 1_ 
1O'N'tipHt to place !he capital cloee lo the 
g«at mouth of the Orinoeo. tea leaguet wart 
al Cape Parima. at the ooutIueoce oi the Río 
Acquire ¡. &.lid aomeame. lo havo it reOloved 
hmll:J"&VCl 1ea¡ueI beIo ... Anptura, to lbe 
fine .vuoah that awrouDlb !he rodiaD village 
of San Miguel. Tbi, Oovemmeot 1t'U DO doubt 
iDdlJeDCed by .. narro .. policy in preteoding, 
that, "rOl the better dat'ence Dr the prorince. il. 
_ lit lo place lbe capital .t tbe enOIlllOUll di.. 
tuce oí ~ty..five Jea¡uet thllD the tea, aod lo 
col1ttn1d 110 to1l"'D iD thil Ip&OII that eould be 
e:s.poted lo \he meursiOlll ofthe enelPy." Jom.. 
ed lo the diJicultYlI'hich EutopeaD v.-u. liad 
in pDg up the OriDoco al fu u AogottUrt. 
(W'bic:h it lllueh gratu thM that oí uceadlog 
tbe Potom&C lo W..ruagtou). the an:" .. · tan-ea 
af the centre or _!IIerce being p1aced aboYe 
tbe point .here tbe bulo of tbe rinr preent 
IIImt attnctioo lo the aetirity of the eoloaiJta. 
ÚI e.lttemeJy unfavoo¡able lo a¡ricultutal. iD­
dIutry. lt it not a-tO tNe, th&t the UnrD. oí. 
Anptura, 01' Santo T~ de la Nueva.Gu­
y.na, ... founded .. here cultivatiou begu in 

". M. n.¡-. ..n. lt Ibe Rio AB"~' 
VOL. l . Q 
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1764: al Iblt period, ... t ,~t. die gfeI&. 
mue of tbe populatioD of Guayanl .... coa. 
tained in the miaiooe of !:be CataL?uian c.pu. 
ohina, bmreen tile Rio Carooi and &he Cuyu­
ni. Nf1W tbiJ di5trict, tbe moIt importaot of 

. tbc ,.,boIe proviace, ud in .hich U'I euemy 
cou1d procuro neceau.riel (Ir al1 kinda, it de­
tended, or lit leMt IllJlPOled to be MI, by Viei­
Guay.na, but in 110 degTee by tAe furtjficeoo.. 
of tbe nn' town of AngoltW'L 

'lbe apot .hich b&I been propoted neu &n. 
Miguel ilI .IiWe lo the eut or \he ooufIuenee 
oí tbe Carooi, cootequently between tbe _ 
8Ild that part. of the eGUal:l'y which iI mOl! ia­
habited. In guing lowlIZ' down, IIlId trander­
mg die capital of !he proriDc:e dote lo tbe 
lDOulh or tbe Orinocg, al K. Depoul propol­
ed, tbe pro1imity of tbe C&ribbeee, who ate 

euily driveu ... y. illeu lo be dR'l&ded,. thlUl 
tbe pcaibility of 1m eDeIIIy tuming the pt­
Uld. pcnebating ioto the proviaee by \be...JI 
WeRem moutbl or lbe Orinooo, lbe Caao. oC 
MaClf80 ud lbn.mo. On. ri,«. the delta 
af which begios lo be fomled .t the dUtance al 
forty-tix leagum f'rom the oceaD. the JIIolt ad • 

. YaRmg&oul aitualion · f~. gnat tOlrD depeDd. 
on two circummo~b military defimce, and 
tbe interecta of eommerce Ind of Igricul.ture. 
Commerct! requites, th,t the town Ihould lie 
u near u poaible. lo !he great moutb al the 
river, Boca de Navios j while military security" 

• • 
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leadl lo tbe preferenoe of. Jpot aboye tbe fOfo 
IMtion of th" delta, _ett oi the poillt .here 
the Caco M.n.mo .epuates from the principal. 
trunk • .'and communicates by IlUIIIP::I'OU& bifur. 
CIÓoUI with th eight aeconduy IXIOUtht (boc:u 
cbicu) bet1reen the w..nd oC Congrcjos and 
tbe moutb orthe Rio GlW1piche. Tho litu.a_ , 
tion. botb of Vieja ud Nueva Guayau. ful61 
the lattu coDditioo; lUId Lhat oí tbe .ocieot 
town hu lbe fartber adv-ntage of covuiog lo 
• certaio point !he" fine utabliabmentl oC tb" 
CatalDDian Capuchinl of Cuaoi. The tettle-
menta may be attacked by Ianding 00 tb. right 
b.nk oC the Bruo Im.taca ¡ but lbe mouth oC 
the Cazoni, wbere th" caIloel Ceel lbe comlllG-

tiOl1 ofilie"aten afthe oeighbouriJJg cataract3 
(Salto de Carooi). u defended by the foru oC 
Vi~. Gu.yana. 

To protect tbe counUJ in ib p«eent .tate. 
be"'een tbe capital and the h.,bou.r. ~ Puerto 
do la Boca Grande, from a hoItile inVNiOll, tbe 
ban'" oftlle OrinOlXl migbt be fortified .ccord. 
ing 10 • IYltem oC def'ence adaptad to tbe na. . 
ture oC th~ gt"ound; far iUltaDce, at Jm.t .... 
or at ZacupilDa, at Barancu or t.t San Rafael, 
(wbere lb" CaDO Manamo aepantes Croar lbe 
principal tn!nk), at Vieja Guayana, at tbe ia1. 
II.nd oC Faxardo, (oppoeite tho fIlouth of the 
Rio 'caroni), ud al !he ccuftucncc ef the :M .... 
mO: Tbeae little fon., comtructcd at .. wall 
1!illpense, w(luld serve at the lalD.e time as lo 
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refuge (or tbe gun.boab ltatiOlled at the poiD.t.. 
which the eocmy'1 veueb mOlt apprw.ch on 
tacking, to .. il up agaiDIt 1he eurt'euL 

TIte DoMem eoutl Df South America are 
defended far th~ InOIIt part by & chain oC mouo_ 
w.n.. wbich eJ:tendt frem ",est lo eut, and 
lM!'par.tell the abore froro the IJaoOll of New 
Andaluaia, BatcelOIII, Ve.o~e1a, lDd VariOo. 
It m&1 be obsetVed, that theae coub have 6s:_ 
ed tbe aUeation of 1he mothe:r couutry too u_ 
du.ively. There we fiad .ix Itrong placea.. 
provided "ilb • fine .nd numerous artillery; 
naroely, c.rthagena, San CulO!! de Maracai­
bo, Porto Cavello,. La Guayra. El Morro de 
Nueva llarcclona, .nd CuroaoL 'Ibe eutero 
COllIb uf SpaDuh Amerin, those of Guayan. 
and Buenos Ayree, are Iow and witbout de. 
{coce ; dley furni:lh 10 a daciog eocmy tbe f._ 
cility of peuetrating ioto !he counÚ')' as fu u 
t.be ea.sfer!:¡ b&ck oí tbe Cordilleru oC New 
Grenada and CbiU. The directiont of the Rio 
Plata, formed by tbe Uruguay, tbe PataDa, and 
the Paraguay, forces In invading arroy. wben 
it ... ould march tolll'ard the east, 10 travCl'8e the 

• nooi '" Cutha¡ .... lD<I. Pono CanIJo ore ot !he 
MI .... k. b a ....... 11M: poiall .r def..,,,,, r ........... ... 
_lo ... "¡Ihl ha •• """,¡;""M .110 tbe ~Ia'i .. &o1.a 
M.1ta, Ciudod d. la Hocba. ud Coro, bul u.- YOrk. 
.. e or linl. 1",1"''"''''''<''" , 

t F,- .... Ih 'o aorth, OD "" nI ... , of t.d of ,..-,. 
, .. o do",", of lto*ito.d • • 
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.teppea(pampas) &1 fu al Cotdovaor Mendoza; 
bu! nortb of tbe equator. in Spaniah GLI'yana, 
the c:ouree. oftbe Lower Orinoco. and itt two 
great tribuUry atreuu. Ihe Apure and lbe 
Meta, furnish, in tbe directioD of lbe ¡atitude, 
• ~th· of riven. lI'hich facilitates tbe tran.port 
« atora and pruviaioa. He ... ho umuter oC 
Angoetun. may adYUlt:e al "iIl www lbe 
nortb. iD tbe et.eppea (Uanos) of Cuman' .. 
Bacal.ooa. aad Cancu; to"ud the aorth. 
1I'.est. in th., province of VarillU ¡ and tow.,d 
lbe _t. in thoae 01 Caaanare, .. fu u tb8 
foot cif the 1Xl0000tain, of Pamplon&. Tho 
plalId. of tbe Orinoco, of lbe Apure, aad of 
the Meta, .JODe aepanle the provinee of Sp .... 
IIhb Guayan. from tbuich. populoua. aad we1l 
cultivated reglan Dual' tbo -...bore. The fot­

tified plaea (CIUQIoIll, La Guayra. and Pono 
CaveUo). tcareely proteet Ih~ region {rom 
upeditioDI ll1ldiog on tbo northem COIUt. 
n_ ltatemeota are fou.oded OD the coo6gu. 
ration of the ground, and the preteIlt diltribu­
tion of lbe pointl oC defen~ They willlUt. 
flce to Bhew, holl' intinlately the política! .ecu. 
rily of Colombia iI eon~ected wfth !he deCencc 
of!llt mouthll ofilie Orinoco j lud ho." Spanilh 
Guay.na. thOl.lp lCUeely cleated. ud deeti­
tute oC population, aequ.i1'eI. high impananc:e 
in the Itruggle bñween the eoloniell aod the 
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mother country. 'Thit milituy impozUnce ... 
foreaem more than tiro centuries -so by R .... 
l. In the account of b.Ia lint espadillon. 
be often recun fo the faci1ity with wiDeh Queell 
Elizabeth mi¡bt conque!' 1. pat patt oC tbe 
Spanieh roIOIIi ..... ~ .. by the coune .oC the Ori-
0000,. I.lId tbe inDumerable riftl'l ,.hich roo 
iuto ¡t." Girol&mo Benzoni predictod in l.u4 
the revolutiona of lb! iIland of St Doro.ingo. 
"lIIhich must 1000 become the proputy ofthe 
Bkckl," Rete, in .. wort publishcd iD l696.' 
1. plan of campaign ia traeed. lbe merit of 
wbich. bu beeD justi6ed by recmt eventL 

Aftu all, tho unfavourable eommercial. poli­
tioo of the port of San Torné de AngOltun, is 
one oC lbe principal cauaetl oC tbe languiahiDg 
!tate of agriculturo and b'ade in thil proviruz. 
le ia o ........ ·")' that there abould he 1. C(II:DmeJ'4 

... The Dioc:_i. oC ltIo &upi .. ", Gui ..... "_L ...... 
dor., 1$96, P. i8. 96 • ..,d 100. 1m opukiog .fLhc ~r_ 
of ¡b, mooÍh of Iba O.u,,",o, Ral.i,b obocn .. Ja4ic:ioaolJ. 
IIId widl ,.H' kao .. !od, • ..r "" locaIi]!. " nu. ,.o.D,"" io 
b_deo lO d"_"ble, thaI ir ._ .. fOfl .. Iloe builded"_ 
ot &he 1"0';"- .. Me" I ""',c _ .ho ha" .OUed> ... lO 
J>'C~ tho book, ./tM' u.. cb..,od .\00 "OIh; WI U 
.b;p~ C&II """ up, "'11 "'¡,hi •• pid .. k08th of IJo. 
ortill.,¡.; ir., oC tilo OOC, ud ol\ernn!o o/lb. odIer.­
H. 1.he" o.ddo, fn ""'. ItJl. or .... ~ .hicl> .. 
PftI'I"110 hia> -'1 m onI .. '0 _k. hU projeclo 01 
.......... 1 nliabed , " n.. 1W0 ron."';lI be •• diclcat 
pan! bolh 01 111 .... pir. of Ior. .... lo 11'1 h .... dred 
0111 ....... .. 1 kiosd ...... , l,)'i,. .. jlbio Ihc"¡'¡ n .... , •• o. 
10 lb. cilio or Quita in P ...... 
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cial \CnnI __ lo th, lea ¡ for \be ~ 
..üing v-u reqoire lftMa da,. te lIil from 
the mouth. ofth~ river lO AlIptor .. 
~Ie the c\ty •• village and (ortrea ()II 

tbo 111ft baak of th, Ormoco. Tbb place _ 
built rOl" the dd"eDclI of the ~ al the rtnit. 
lUId it calltd Port Rafael. 

'Ibue are bu.t fQIU or be otber to-.DII in Spa­
Diab Guiall_Bareeloaeta, Saata a- de H ... 
J'\IIIOte. apd Calcan. .. bicb ¡ubOllt olle bundred 
~ wut.&rd ol SIn T~ ud SIn Anto. 
aio lorty 1eagoa distant ftOIP iL 1bete ue. 
bowever, m;pjon. diapened OVe!' tbb pnwiDce. 

SECTION XIU. 

nOVrlfa: or V.tUMAL 

V u,nu.' diviclm the Wrritorie. of lhe form('l' 
penltMDt ol CaBcu from thOlC of Cundin ... 
marea. It .. bouoded on the north by lhe p~ 
'linees of :Maracullo and Venuuela; en tbe 
na, by the}llainl olCaracu and the Orinoc:o i 
OD. the WelIt, by Merida and Cundioam&fCa; 
ud on lhe IOtlth, by Juan de !OI IJanOl, 01" 

Caan.re. 'l'bÍII provinee .... formed. in lbe 
year 1787. by lepanting the Iiouthem dilo 
tricb of VeDelluela and Maracaibo. when it \TU 

.1&0 coomtutod • di.tinct govemment. no. 
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¡rowth .. hicb' t.IU. part oí !he proYince toolt 
. .;th.iD • fe .. JeI3, and lbe eNe .. ¡lb whl$:h it 
migbt be innded. by metM of the _virb1e 
riVU'l .bich empty tbemltl.fet into tbe Ori­
DOCe, detenDlaed the erectioo of thiI gov~ ... " Van- ¡, i%ltenocted by IIWDftOU1 larr 
aad uavipble riven. .hlc:b occ:uion. lly iDuo­
date Illd krtilhe its plain.. Of theteo lbe 
Apure, !be Potwgucu., lbe Guaurito, lbe 
Bocooo. die GI1.nepalo, the Araoca. lbe Ca­
P'paP'~ lbe Sinaruco. &lid lbe Meta, are the 
mOlt 1I01.ed. 

'l'he Apuro n.e. iD oo.t oí' the ridges that 
diverge rrOlJl the eaatem bl'&llch oC lbe ADdea 
in New Oren.da, in ihe province or Santa F¿ 
Ita lengtb it 170 ¡cagues, of which rórty are 
from nortb.-eut lo IOUth-east, and lbc rat (toO!. 

Welt lo eut. _buc il joina lbe OriDoco by 11 
number of IDOOtba, afier having roceived, manr 
fine riven, .hich, ""i11 Dile day lerve lo render 
th, curylng OD of lbe trade {roen lb. ust.m 
dUtrict oC ·Cuodinam.rca ud lile oountne. 
borderin¡ 011 lbe At.lau.tie p;~mell éuy. 
Thue ,ivert atI lbe Tinaco, Saa Cariof, Ca­
jeda, Agoa Blanca, Acarigua. Arey&nlo. He.­
picia. Abaria, Portureaa, GuaQ&re, 'l'\aapido. 
Boe:ono, Mupano, La Yuca, Santo Domin­
IO> Paraguay. Tisoad ..... &c. .hieh all come 
eithu {roco ihe mountalol oC Grenada or thOle 
otVeoc¡lud .. and mioglc their •• ten ."ith thc 
Apure in lbe immenx plains ofVarinu. 
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Tbe &oto Domiago lod Portuguesa are tbe 

1argm of thetel ItteImI, Ilmott the wbole of 
whicb UnlU: aboye Santiago. ud form I great 
body of • .ter, which eotert the Apure t ... "lve 
league. belo,.. that P1a.ce. ud tweoty leaguell 
DOrth of tbe Orinoco. Thit itnmetllMl quantity 
oC •• ter giVeI lum NI iJapulJe lo the Apure. 
that it fon:e. the QriDoco before it ror !he 
~ of'four miles. IltbOllgh the latter rivor ia 
there I leaguo iD 'Iridtb. Tbe shock. of the 
meet1Dg of"th_ t"o noble ri'en ¡, 10 grut, 
ibat it occuiont • gteat agitation ÜI lbe middle 
of lbe 0riD0c0. formiog dn.dful eddies aad 
whirlpoola. al .hicb the lDOIt ~tetous Indiana 
Ihudder. For the .pace of three Ieague. &fter 
lbe .tream of tite greatet riftr hu regained ita 
fon:e, lbe wateR of lbe Apure are ItiU diItin. 
goiWbla by tbeir brigbt a¡¡d ayetal appear_ 
aucc; aRer wbicb tbey are loat in lbe rauddy 
cunent !Jf the Orioooo. Tho uportation · of 
cattle by .'y of Gui&o.& t.ke. place aloag the 
baDb of tllete hro riven, DO acoount af lb, 
eseellent ¡:uturljle .hich !bey every_'II'hcre 
a1IOrd. All lb, tn.den of the eutenJ portlOll 
-of CInCQ are iDduced. by the cuy mean, of 
conveyance alI'orded by 10 DWly corúIuent 
1tl'eaDl.t, lo seod their colJ'ee. cotton, lud indlgo. 
lo GuiaDa, insteId of lellding th~ 00 the hacb 
of llIuler. lo ea.- IX Porto Ca.vello. and tri. 
velling SOO milel in • cout\try of\eD. a1mort im_ 
pNable from tbe ioundatiom oí the riverlo 



"Tbe Arauca is " ri1ler nearly u large al the 
'Apure, ud .... hidI ritea iD the mountaiD, of 

: &wt&:F~ ",boIt dittarIee soutb ofthe IOI,II'(.U 

of the latter, with _bicb it bolda a p&nIllef 
CIIW'Ie, tbtough a COIIDtry inundated by the 
.Apwe, IUJd communiCIIU!l with it ne&J' lbe 
Orinoco by IevenJ. brauehee before It ent.en 
that river; thWl forming IIOme lar¡e IUJd fertile 
waotU. 

Tbe Capanaparo ri_ in lbe manhy coontry 
tDuth of the .AnUal, alld enten the Orinoco 
IOUth of the b.ttef river, by t-wo moulha, al 
lOIlIe diat&noe úom each 04her. 

Sooth ofthil iI anotber named!he SiDaruoo. 
.... bieh dio tiJee in-.the manhes. IUJd nceiva 
.ñ &Ce '00 10 itl .... atert from the oV'Clrilirw. 
i.ap of tbe Apure and tbe Anual, enteriDg 
tbe Orinoc:o between the CapaDaparo and the ..... . 
. 1be Meta ia a noble river, whicb ri&cs in tlae 
moontain ric\ge opposi~ 10 Saota Pf, do Bogo­
fa ¡ anci, ftO'tliog tbrough the pnnrince of Juan 
de la. llinoe, aod tbtl dUtrict al Cuauare, it 
receiVIII many otber ¡arge riven, and et.lten 
iba Orinoco. 80 leaguee below lbe Calanda of 
Aturea. and 115 league. from &into Tomf, of 
Guiana. Tbe !Ida reoelvN tbe l'achiquiato, 
the Upi .. tbe era1lo, &lid tbe huto, in Juan 
de le. LlanOB, and tbe Ariporo, the Chile, &lid · 
the C'nDare, Ca fine mer into whieh ft" 
sevetal othenl), in tbe province or district of 
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CUaoare. The Meta aho recave. HVeral 

amaller 1trumJ; in VariDaJ, ud leemJ destined 
to form vut commercial rolatiom betweeu 
CundiDamarca &nd CaracaJ. 

When lbe aunuallleet of P.lIeonl Wat put. 
ltop tD. lbe Goveromeot iaued orden tbat .11 
tbe inkOor produce of Cuodinamuca abould 
be c:arried to Cartbageua. &;!ld farbade every 
amele, e:.ccepting coarte eottous and flour, to 
be nported. by.".y oi tbe Meta, whieb conai. 
derably retMded the pl"lt,6ii 9f tbe iettlera iD. 
Varinu, the IJ1!I!W, and Guiarla, .Dd putut.op 
te tho cultiV&!ioa of maDy articIeI too bulkytci 
be earried OVe!' 80cb had roadJ al tbOl8 whicb 
d ....... d lo the M.paIua arad the Cauca. 

DIe haDU of the Meta are iuhabited chidly 
by IndiauI, of wbom tbe tribe of GaahiboJ 
oc.eupy the COIIlItr:r noal' lbo Orinoco ¡ and in 
Juan de 101 Llanos, lbe lIliaionary villagea am 
"Uf numeroua 011 botb banlu ofthe atream. 

The total. populatiOll of thia provinee, iD 
1807. amounted tO 141,000. 

Tbete are r"" indigenow nativeI iD thir 
pl'O'I'ince. They are a1mOlt a1l aaembled iD • 
llÜ33ion of the AIldaluaillll Capuchina, situatc.t 
fiveor sil: leaguOlfn:m &n FtnWldo de Apure. 
1bere 'ate aboue lb: bUDdred ot thttn. Otbu, 
civililled Indiaos Jive with !he _hites IUld Mea­
tiJoes iD. !tIe puture.. 

This country it !I1iIl in ¡III inl1U!cy. thoogh 
itl ttrritory ia Dol iuferior in ferti1ity te any 

• 
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OtlIer part al Soutb A~eriCL Formerly lbe 
inb.bitanta grnr oaly coooa, and tbe provW.OOI 
of lbe couatry oeceuuy fo. tbeir comumptioD.. 
Sugar, however, colfft, cotton, illdigo. ud iD 
genem all the f¡ui ta of lbe torrid 'rone, bere 
liad .. lIOil e.dapted 10 ClUb. ud thcir quality ia 
Ilnrivalled. The inhabltaDta. (Of • loag time 
oeeupied in the culti ... tioa nf ubaceo. believed 
that nalure bad refuted to tbc aoi1 oC' Variou 
che virtue al a&tdiog any othu productioD.. 
nu. pr'fjudice 11 eotirdy dielipated. 

'lbe city of V.nuu,. nevertheJea. hu beeo. 
loog known in the Ew-opeatl mmetl from the 
quality of tbe tobac:co .. hich ib tenitoJy pro­
duces, and _bicla prejudiee ra1her than rruoo 
hu Quied ID be deemed IUper10r 10 any othrr, 
when it ia, Kcording lo all repon, in fact infe­
riOr lo tbe tobaeeo raised cbewhere, and parti­
cularly .1 Cumaoaco. m the proviOa! of OJ­
mLDL Yet the prepolle..ion ¡. luch, tbt 
'every package oftobacco"whieh arnves at Am_ 
Bterdam or H amburgh, uoder In}' otha- name 
than that of Varinas, ae1lJ. "Mmu roay be ita 
quality, al tweoty or hreoty.fiYII pe!" ceot lea. 
Experieoce hu 10 thoroughly collviDc:ed the 
Spanimh. that lbe eommerce al the uortb 
judp more mm appeannlXll th.n Crom prin_ 
ople, tb,t frocn wh.leve. part of tbnII pro­
viIIC:eII tobacm comes, it iI neve!' .ent .ithout 
this litle ofreéolllmendt.tion; and lbe Europeao 
purcbuer. deceived u he ia, .u.tainl on that 
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1LCCQOI\t no loa It i5 true, that at VariDu 
lII'e me plantatioll!o of almQllt all the tobaeco 
whicb is exported. &lid that Done ¡oet out from 
other placel but when the crop. exeeed Ihe 
local conwmptioD. for which Ihey raen<e .u 
the best that is produced in !he provwcu. It 
iI aaaerted at Caraca. ud Trinidad, that tbe 
tob~o growu in the o.eighbourhood of tbe 
town of Varint.s, u lubject lo be damaged by • 
worm, which introduces itsdfinto tbe roll. ,ud 
teducel it lo powdet in a .hort time. The 
failing. howeveT •• ttributcd to it fOI lOme year. 
put in the Trinidad and Vene:r:uell DW'keu. no 
doubt proceeded from lOme accidental QlUe; 

OJ tbe negl~lIce Df thOle wbo prepared it. 
The mOllt remarkahle reatures nf tbis OOUD­

t1y are lbe extenan plaio .. nf which it is 
moatly compoaed, and 'll'hich aa covered with 
• !u][oriant herbage, feediog innumerable berd. 
of cattle. ftockt.of lheep. and droves of mule. 
lUId honea. Tbesc are ritbu uled iD lbe pro.. 
"inee, nr e.J:ported by meaUl nf lbe OrillOCO. 

'I'he whole proYinee of Vuinu, on ita west.­
em &lid notthern parta. is covered with fannl 
and llllIll vilIages. mOltly .ituate on tbe bank. 
ofthe diff'erent ri,,~. 

11Ie inhabitaDO Df this country le.d a pu. 
ton.! lire: tbey iDdeed live iD tbe p:utures, 
WIIITOUDded with DUIlle.tOUa hero... Thoup in 
the midat of abundance. great mtural .-ea1th, 
alld all the neceuaries o( life, they have "not 
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\be muna of JMUCh.'¡ng bl thizJs beJooP8' 
lo the Iu:uuy af drea, fultliture, ud &urope.n 
liquors I beql,lM they b ... 110 ditect commu.. 
n;c-'ioc Yith tbe neigbbouring mI ..... iet, &Dd. 
be:iDg pl&ced iD tbe interior eL tbe COUDtry. 
tbey .... . oblipi lo .di. tarir producB and 
cattIe al a milerahl. price, lo the amuglen of 
Anptura ILIId a( Caraeu. But .hen tbe 
e&et.. al tbe pr_nt COflteat tumin.te, md 
&eedom. of lrade fo\knn, it will becocne 0IlfI; of 
the rich. ud bat peopled in thit put of tbe 
world; rOl' il1 genual ita clinate ¡, no Je.. 
be-!thy !han ¡LlIIlÍI ¡. rutile. 

Tho COlDlDodi~ oí Variou are uporied 
. chiefly b111'ater lo Guian.l¡ the pb.ce of cm­
barbtioa helog at a lIpOt ca1led TOfUOOI, 6ve 
lea¡u. bdow the city. 

A road le&d. frolD the pwos of CtI0b0r0 
in Veoet\leU., through San Fernando de Apure,. 
aad oeroa !he rivera, lo !he juDCtioll of the 
lI-hta ",ith the Orinoco. 

SECTION XIV. 

TRI: CITr OP v .... rxll, &c. 

TtU; c:apital al VariDu ¡. tilo cit," of V .. 
rinas.. It is titulte in r SS' ai latitude, and 
70- ' it' _t loogitude (roen the meridian of 
Greenwic:ll. 
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ne dty enjoy. .. talerably p~ air, though 

tbe tbennollleW' oC Reaumur U aeldQll1 be!ow - • 
,"!felltr-loor ckgrees. 

It ; • • neat little place. with 006 ·cburcb. , 
aod aJI hoIpital. 

The towG of VariO" had, in 1.787 ... ~. 
latioo oCtwelve thoUlalld illh.bitanb. 

- 1. S.LN JATO ¡, aiwate 00 lb. _el!; banIr. or 
tlie Portugusa, abo"e ¡ti junctioo with the 
G\I&!MpIlO .lId the Apure, in 7" .50' north 
htitude, liD .. a.nd bill. It iI lItn."ellty.live 
18ll(llel IIOUth of Caracu . . 1M city, ."trouod-
00 by brge riven., hu for ¡ti deCence from 
tbeir anllual inLlndationl nothing but .. hillock· 
of saod, upon .hich it i.J placed. The inbabi. 
taatl fiad tbemaeIVatl for t]lI'e1l mODth, or lbe · 
year 110 envitoned by _tu, tbat thcy ean : 
neither rerum to Ilor lea\'e tbeir housetl ezcept 
in canoea. 

Tho Mis.,... of the city, incluiliDg lOO chureh, 
oorre.pond uactly with lbe feeble relOUn:es , 
the inhabitanta find in .. 8OilllO little f.voured 
byasture. 

Sao Ja1me coot:aiJul aeven thoulll.Od penollll. · 

The eoiI • ..udy Ilnd dry, ofre'" to the culti­
valor no f1attering proapect.. 

2. SAl!' F¡'lNA~ DI!. APuRE iI uected un 
the IIOUth bank or tbe Apure, near ¡ti junction 
.¡lb the Portuguesa., in 7· M' 110M latitude. 

The clftr¡ate ilI hot, but healthy; !he water 
i~ elI.cel~t. , , 



... 
Tbe city, without bei.ag Iarp, ia lblenbIy 

. well built. 
The POPllll:tioa. ia tlmOlt Iix !M"Mnd per_ 

~~ 

Tbl! property of almOlt aIJ tbe inhabitant. it 
in ()'WD1nOQ lieIda, aod hreeding fatml for c:.ttle 
and mulel. Thsy c;ullinte vt:tcy fe. articleI. 

The situatioD oí San FernauOo, on.larp 
o&vigsble riva", neaz' the mouth ot llDotbc:r 
river tlu.t tn.~ lbe .boIe prorioce al Va­
rinaa, iI ex~dl adValltarout rO!' trado. 
Every prodoctioft of Ihat provillee. tw:te., ~ 
eolton, aud t.b.t iodigo ot Mi,;..gu.J. which,iI of 
the fint quality, pul thtougb tru. town towud 
the moutM of lb" Orinoeo. Dunog tbe eeuon . 
nf raiu.. large vaeeJe go frool Angoetura up 
.. fu u &n FeroUldo de Apure, aod by tbe 
Rio Santo DomiDgo .. ft.r al Toruooe, tbe poct 
oftbe tDlm ofVariau. 

At tbe perlad al tbe railll, tbe invwi·tjODJ 
of the riven., which fona .. Jabyrilltb nf braa­
ches bet1feen the Apwe. tbe .Anouc." the ea.. 
p&llapare., aod tbe Sinaruco. _er 11 couotry 
of nearl, foor bUDdred 1IlU&l'e I~ Al 
ou. point. th. Orinoco, lUmed uide &om ita 
eourae, not by oeigbbowing mouot.i¡a, hut 
by the riliog nf COIInter .. lopes, NOS towlUd tbe 
eut, instead of foUoyi"g ib .natat ditcction 
in tbe liDe oC the meridiano Cooaideriog the, 
IUrf.ce nf the globe al • polyhedrOll. fotmed 
of pl.ad variolllly inc1ined. "e m.y conccive 

I 
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by tbe mere 'inIpection of the mal>' tb.t tbe 
illw.ec:tion oC tbete Ilopes. tiliag towatd the 
nortb, tbe \l(Clt, and the tooth,- between San 
Femado de Apure, Careara. aod the moutb 
al the Meta. mlDl: l:alüe • conaidenble deprea-
1Iióa. The "Vann,h, iD thil buib &111 IXIVcn:d 
wi1h t1re1VII or founeen feet or water; Ind preo 
MOl, .t the period oC lb! raina, the .. pect oh 
great. Jake. Tbe: flUllll and vi.l.lages. p!&ced OD 

• 110ft of tJw.b. IlCUCeI,y rilo t'II'o or three fect 
ahQva tbe twface oC lbe ..... ter. Every tbiog 
here rocalla te mirId tIle inuudatiom of Lower 
Egypt, 'od lbe Lak.a ofXarayel, beretofore 10 

celebiated amoog geognpbers, tbough it eutB 
on1)' during lOme montb. or lhe yC&t. Tbe 
I.".ellings or the riftn Apure, Meta, and Orl. 
nooo, are abo periodical. In lhe rainyle&lOll. 
the bOnel tlmt wander in -the .aVlUlorJu, I.lld 
llave Dot tima to reach the rWng grounda oC . 
tbe :I.Iano.. periah by buodredt. 111" llW'(!:! 

&Ce leeD foUo.ed by their coltt, niinming dur­
ing • part oC tbe da)' to feod upon the gr ... 
tbe topt of wbich a10ne ""avlI .bove 'lhe waten. 
In thill ltate they are punued by tbe croco-

• n.e na.p 10"", Iho ~Oftb ud lb ....... .,."... 

.""' .. willo 1 .... ¡¡.." 'l/n.lf*> the mDlllll&i .... r Villa de 
e ...... 4 o( M.rid&. n. Ibird. .Jope. ........mc r ...... lIOrih 
lo _lA, 11 lIw otth,lmttlllrU, bcrI._1IM ADtJ.. ud 
11M olIaiD o( Pari.... JI de< .uI ... lb. ~ ;~ '*' ol !ha Ori_ r ....... 11M """,\Ir. ol !he Guo ..... 10 

lI:aaa ollhe Apu, .. 
VOC. l. • 
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diles,. and i1 ia by RO IJItUIII UI"-'OIIDfI\OCI lo 
find ahe prinlll 01 tbe teelh of lbo!;e camivl). 
rous reptile. en their thiga Tbo catCaIIIB nf 
horsell, mulel., UId CO'IIi't, &Un.ct M illnumer. 
abl.equantil,oIvolturea. Tbe~_tbe 
ibises, or ralher the aquitiae vulta .... of thd 
country. The,. ha .... the .MIl or J'bar.ab's 
chit:ken, aod ronder lile .. _ .Mrrice in tBe 
lnbabitanu or!he u~· u .he vukur pero­
lKlptel'Ul to the ¡nbabilaR'" of Egy¡.t. 
~. fuuu ji llitua1e .t !.he fool al Ibe 

mountaill!l whkh ~ the pbiu of V.ria-. 
fl'Ol!\' the province ~ Marac.W 

Tbi.lliWe Wwn Iw.d, in 1807 •• f""P"kti ..... 
M three thllll,lMllCl. 

t. Su Awro~1O W litUllto 00 fue oorih b8IIk 
afthe Apure, jea. abov. ,.he .. il di'ridm iaeH' 
into -.J bnnchel to joiA ti. Anaca. w 
about: 7°.!lO' DOrth latit.de, with. villlgeceJled 
Blmcotarr 01"0 me opposite b.Jk of the river. 

Soutl\ el di;. tolm, and bet_ the C'I ,... 
paro and tbe Sil'lllrU(:~ lile eGUDtry ia iIlhbrted 
\ty tribes of ,,¡Id anel ¡.dependent ludima, .ID 
.1I0"1f no !lettlements lo be made &mQttg them.. 


