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siderably diminished. This valuable tree bears
only after eight or ten years. Its fruit keeps
-very badly in the warehouses, and becomes
‘mouldy at the end of a year, notwithstanding
all the precautions employed for drying it.
This is a great disadvantage to the planter.
In 1792, it was reputed that there were still
254,000 cacao trees in the valley of Cariaco
and on the borders of the Gulf, At present,
other branches of culture are preferred, which
yield a profit the first year, and the produce of
which, while less slow, is of a less uncertain
preservation. Such are cotton and sugar, which,
‘pot being subject to spoil like the cacao, may
‘be kept in order to take advantage of all the
variations of sale.

The changes which civilization and inter-
course with foreigners have introduced into the
-manners and characters of the inhabitants of the
-coast, have an influence on the marked prefe-
rence which they give to different branches of
-agriculture. That moderation of desires, that
patience which endures long expectation, that
-calmness which supports the dull monotony of
solitude, are gradually lost in the character of
the  Spanish Americans. More enterprising,
more light and active, they prefer undertakings
-the result of which is most speedy.

It is only in the interior of the province, to
the east of the Sierra de Meapira, in that un-
cultivated country which extends from Curu-
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pano by the valley of San Bobifacio toward the
Gulf of Paris, that new plantations of the ca-
cao frees arise, They become thera the mare
peoductive, as the lauds, newly clesred and sus-
rounded by forests, are in contact with an at-
mosphere more damp, more stagoant, and more
loaded with mephitic exhalations. We there soe
dathers of families, attached to the old habits of
the planters, prepare for themselyes and their
children a slow and secure fortune, A single sex-
‘want is sufficient to help them in their toilsome
laboars. They. clear the soil with their own
hands, raise young cacao trees under the shade
of the erythrinas or plantains, lop the grown
trees, destroy the swarm of worms and insects
that attack the bark, the leaves, and the flow-
ers, dig trenches, and resolve to lead s wretch-
ed life for seven or eight years till the cacao
trees begin to bear. Thirty thousand trees se-
cure comapetence to a family for a generation
and a half.

If the culture of cotton and coffee have led
to the diminution of that of cacso in the pro-
vince of Caracss, and in the small valley of Cs-
riaco, it must be confessed, that this last branch
of colonial industry has in general increased in
the interior of the provinces of New Barcelona
and Cumana. The causes of the progressive
march of the cacso trees from west to east may
be easily conceived. The province of Caracas
is the most anciently cultivated ; and under the
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torrid zone, in proportion as a country is longer
cleared, it becomes more denuded of trees,
drier, and more exposed to the winds, These
physical changes are adverse to the production
of cacao trees. Thus the plantations diminish.
ing in the province of Caracas, accumulate in
some sort toward the east on = newly cleared
and virgin soil. New Andalusis alone pro.
duced, in 1799, from eighteen to twenty thou-
sand fanegas of cacao, at forty piastres the
fanega in time of peace,® five thousand of
which were smuggled to the island of Trinidad.
The cacao of Cumana is infinitely superior to
that of Guayaquil. The best is produced in the
valley of San Bonifacio; as the best cacao of
New Barcelona, Caracas, and Guatimala is that
of Capiriqual, Uritucu, and Soconusco.

3. The Port of Carupano in the same neigh-
bourhood, is defended by a battery situate on
an eminence, It is a very healthy place, built
in the opening of two charming valleys, water-
ed by two fine rivers,

® The plafes where the culture is the most abundant,
are the valleys of Rio Carives, Carupano, Trapa, celebrat-
ed for its thermal waters, Chagunrama, Cummseatar, Cara-
tar, Bants Rosalia, Ban Bonifacio, Rio Seco, Santa Isabella,
Patucutal. In 1794, in all this space, they reckoned only
four hundred and twenty-eight thousand cacao trees: in
1799, there were, from official documents, near a million
and a half. ‘The fanega of cacao weighs one hundred aod

ten pounds, .
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. Carupano and the neighbouring district have
a population of about eight thousand persons.

The inhabitants divide their time in the oc-
cupations of agriculture, and some trading con-
cerns. There is a considerable trade there in
horses and mules.

4. In going by land from Carupano to Guina
and the Punta de Piedra, the smiling valley of
Rio Caribe is crossed, watered by numerous
rivulets. It is the Tempe and Campagna of
this country.

The town and wvalley of Rio Carine have a
population of 4500 persons.

5. Of Comawacoa the latitude is 10° 16/
north; and its longitude 64° 15" west. It is
situate twelve leagues distant from Cumana, on
a plain surrounded with lofty mountains, and
having thereby a dull and melancholy aspect.

The plain, or rather the table-land, on which
the town of Cumanacoa is situate, is not more
than 104 toises above the level of the ses, which
is three or four times less than is supposed by
the inhabitants of Cumana, on account of their
exaggerated ideas of the cold of Cumanscos.
But the difference of climate which is observ-
ed between places so near each other, is per-
haps less owing to the height of the spot than.
to local circumstances, among which we shall
cite the proximity of the forests, the frequency
of descending currents so common in these
valleys closed on every side, the abundance of
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rain, and those’ thick fogs' which diminish dur-
ing a great part of the year the direct action of
the solar rays. The decrement of the heat be-
* ing nearly the same between the tropics, and
during the summer under the temperate zone,
the small difference of level of 100 toises
should produce only a change in the mean
temperature of 1° or 1'5°. But we find that at
Cumanacoa the difference rises to more than
four degrees. This coolness of the climate is
sometimes the more surprising, as very strong
heats are felt in the town of Carthago,® at To-
mependa, on the bank of the river of Amazons,
and in the valleys of Aragua to the west of
Caracas, though the absolute height of theseq
different places is between 200 and 480 toises.
In plains, as well as on mountains, the isother-
mal lines (lines of similar heat) are not con-
stantly parallel to the équator or the surface of
the globe. It is the grand problem of meteor-
ology to determine the inflections of these lines,
and to discover, amid modifications produced
by local causes, the constant laws of the distri-
bution of heat. -
The port of Cumana is only seven nautical
leaguest .from Cumanacoa. It scarcely ever

)

* In the province of Popayan, the heat is caused by the
reverberation of the plaioa

t The itinerary distance reckooed in the country is

twelve leagues; but these leagues contain scarcely 2000

toises, Humboldt deduced the real distance from astro-
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tains in the first of these two places; while, in
‘the second, there are seven months of wintry
weather. At Cumanacoa, the dry season be-
gins at the winter solstice, and lasts till the
vernal equinox. Light showers are frequent in
the months of April, May, and June. At this
epoch, the dry weather takes place again, and
lasts from the summer solstice to the end of
Auvgust. Then come the real winter rains,
which cease only in the month of November,
and during which torrents of water pour down
from the skies. According to the latitude of
Cumanacoa, the sun passes by the zenith of the
place the first time on the t6th of April, and

sthe second on the 27th of August. It appears
that these two passages coincide with the be-
ginning of the rains and the great electrical
explosions.

* It was during the winter season, says Hum.
boldt, that we took up our first abode in the
Missions. Every night a thick fog covered the
sky like a veil uniformly extended ; and it was
only at intervals that I succeeded in taking
some observations of the stars, The thermo-
meter kept from 18'5° to 20°,* which, under ,
this zone, and to the feelings of a traveller who
comes from the coasts, appears a very great
coolness, I now perceived the temperature in

nomical observations made at Comana and Cumanncos,
_l:nd publizhed in 1806,
* From 146 to 16 of Reaumur.
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the night at Cumana below 21°. The hygto-
meter of Deluc indicated at Cumanacoa 85°;
and, what is remarkable enough, when the va-
pours were dispersed, and the stars shone in
their full brilliancy, the instrument fell to 55°
This difference in dryness of 80° would have
made Saussure’s hygrometer vary only 11°
Toward morning, the temperature augmented
slowly on account of the force of the evapora-
tion ; and, at ten o’clock, it did not yet rise
above 21°, The greatest heats are felt from
noon to three o’clock ; the thermometer keep-
ing between 26° and 27°. The maximum of
the heat which took place about two hours after
the passage of the sun over the meridian, was
very regularly marked by a storm that mur-
mured near. ILarge black and low clouds dis-
solved in rain, which came down in torrents ;
and thes¢ showers lasted two or three hours,
and sunk the thermometer five or six degrees.
About five o’clock the rain entirely ceased ;
the sun reappeared a little before it set, and
the hygrometer moved toward the point of
dryness ; but, at eight or nine, we were again
enveloped in a thick stratum of vapours. These
different changes follow successively, we were
assured, during whole months ; and yet not a
breath of wind is felt. Comparative experi-
ments led us to believe, that, in general, the
nights at Cumanacos are from two to three,
.and the days from four to five centesimal de-
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grees cooler than at the port of Cumana.—
These differences are great ; and if, instead of
meteorological instruments, we consulted only
our own feelings, we should suppose they were
still more considerable.”

The valley of Cumanacos is very subject to
thunder storms. It is affirmed, that in the
month of October thunder is heard the greater
part of every day.

The houses of Cumanacoa are low and slight ;
and, with the exception of three or four, all
built of wood.

Its population is scarcely two thousand three
hundred inhabitants.

The vegetnuou of the plain that lum:\unda
the town is monotonous ; but, owing to the
extreme humidity of the air, remarkable for its
freshness, It is chiefly characterized by an
arborescent solanum, which is forty feet in
height, the urtica baccifera, agd a new species
of the genus guettarda.. The ground is very
fertile, and might even be easily watered, if
trenches ware cut from a great number of rivu-
lets, the springs of which never dry up during
the whole year. The most valuable production
of the district is .tobacco: it is also the only
one that has given some reputation to a town
o small and so ill built.

Notwithstanding the excellence of the pro-
ductions and the fertility of the soil, the agri-
cultural industry of Cumanacoa is yet in its
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first infancy. Arenas, San Fernando, and Cu-
manacos, bring into commerce only three thou-
sand pounds weight of indigo, the value of
which in the country is 4500 piastres, Hands
are wanting, and the feeble population is daily
diminishing by emigrations to the Llanos. Those
immense plains yield abundant nourishment to
man, on account-of the easy multiplication of
cattle ; while the cultivation of indigo and to-
bacco demand particular care. The produce
of this latter branch of industry, too, is uncer-
tain; depending on the wintry season being
more or less prolonged. The culture of ali-
mentary plants. is also preferred to that of to-
bacco.

- 6. The other towns of Cumana are chiefly
missionary establishments, seated near the rivers
and on the great plains; the greater part of
the country being yet in a state of nature.

The road from Cumana over the Imposible,
through the forests to Cumanacoa, passes by
the mission of Sax Feananpo of the Chaymas
Indians. It is described as highly picturesque.
‘We may describe the village of San Fernando as
a type of all the other missionary settlements.

The huts of the Indians are built of mud or
clay, strengthened by the stems of the lianas,
and are disposed into streets very wide and
straight, and crossing each other at right angles,
the whole appearing very neat. The gardens
are either in, or at a short distance from-the
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village ; and each family possesses one, which
they cultivate, together with a large plot of
ground common to all, and called the comuco,
at which the grown-up young men and women
are obliged to work one hour in the morning
snd one in the evening. In the missions near
the coast, this conuco is generally an indigo or
sugar plantation, the profits of which are di-
vided by the priest for the support of the church
and the village.

The great square of San Fernando is situate
in the centre of the village. In it is placed the
church, the priest’s house, and that formerly
called the Casa del Rey, or king’s house, des-
tined for the accommodation of travellers. The
priest governs the people in their spiritual and
temporal affairs ; but the parish officers are
always chosen from among the Indians—a mat-
ter of necessity, as no whites are to be found in
these settlements. They bave their governor,
alguazil, mayor, and militiz officers ; and the
company of archers have their colours, and per-
form their exercise at stated periods, shooting
at a mark.

The villages in which the Europeans or
Creoles are settled, and in which Indians are
occasionally found occupying a distinct part,
are called doctrings, and differ entirely from
the missions. Of these, there are many on the _
side of the country nearest the coast ; the mis-
sions being mostly in the interior.
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Near Cymanacoa is the great mountain called
Tumiriquiri, where an enormous wall of rock
rises out of the forest, and is joined on the west
by the Cerro de Cuchivano, where the chain is
broken by an enormous precipice, more than
000 feet in width, filled with trees, whose
branches are completely interlaced with each
other. The Rio Juagua traverses this crevice,
which is the abode of the jaguar, or American
tiger, of a very formidable size, being six feet
in length. They carry off the horses and cattle
in the night from the neighbouring farms, and
are a8 much dreaded as the most ferocious of
the feline race in the East Indies. Two im-
mense caverns open into this precipice, from
which flames occasionally rush out, that may
be seen in the night at a great distance.

The great mountain of Tumiriquiri is situate
on the road to Caripe, the chief mission of the
Chaymas, which passes over the summit of a
lower part of the chain which bears the general
name of the Cocollar. From the summit of
this last chain, at more than two thousand feet
ior height, the eye wanders over the immense
plains which reach toward the banks of the Ori-
noco, in the ravines alone of which can be dis-
tinguished any trees, and these but thinly scat-
tered : the remainder of the surface is covered
with an uniform coat of long waving grass, in-
termixed with flowering shrubs.
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From this point, the traveller ascends towards
the Tumiriquiri. The road is partly traversed
on horseback, but soon becomes too steep and
slippery for those animals.

. The round summit of the Tumiriquiri is
covered with turf, and is elevated more than
4400 feet sbove the ocean. This elevation
gradually diminishes towards the west by =
ridge of steep rocks, and is interrupted at the
distance of a mile by an immense crevice which
descends towards the Gulf of Cariaco.. Beyond
this, two enormous peaks arise, the northern-
most of which, named the Cucurucho of Tumi-
riquiri, is more than 6500 feet in height, sur-
passing that of the Brigantin, with which it is
connected. These peaks are covered with ma-
hogany, javillo, and cedar trees of an enormouns
size, whose shades are frequented by tigers and
other wild beasts, which are hunted now and
then for the sake of their beantiful skins. The
view from the summit of this mountain is very
fine : the chain which extends from west to east
is seen in all its forms; its ridges, running
parallel to each other, at short distances, form
Jongitudinal valleys intersected by crevices worn
by the waters in their. passage to the Orinoco,
or the sea. The sea bounds the prospect on
the north; and the immeasurable plains form
its horizon on the south.

The rivers Colorado and Guarapiche rise.in
the chain of the Cocollar, and mingle their
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streams near the east coast of Cumana. The
Colorado at its mouth is very broad ; and the
Guarapiche, more than twenty-five fathoms
deep; and between this river and the Areo,
which falls into it, are some springs of petro-
leum.

- Beyond Tumiriquiri, the road descends the
mountains towards Caripe, by the mission of
San Antonio, across savannahs strewed with
large blocks of stone, over a thick forest lying
on two. steep ridges, called Los Yepes gnd
Fantasma, into a valley in which are the mis-
sions of San Antonio and Guanaguana, which
are separated bythe rivers Colorado and Guara-
piche, The Guanaguana valley is divided from
that of Caripe, by a ridge called the Cuchillo
de Guanaguana, which is difficult to pass; the
path being often only fourteen inches broad,
and extremely slippery, as the slope is covered
with grass.

These paths are tfaversed on mules, whose
footing is so sure that accidents rarely occur.
The height of the Cuchillo is about 3430 feet :
the descent to Caripe is by a windigg path
through a forest, and, as the valley is high,
the journey is short and easy. Here the cli-
mate i8 mild and delightful, but in the valley
of Guanaguana it is hot and unwholesome : so
great is the difference which is experienced in
this country in passing from one side of a moun-
tain to the other,
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The height of the Coavent of Caripe, in which
the missionary monks reside, is £575 feet above
the ses, in 10° 10’ 14" north latitude ; and this

to be the only high valley of Cumana
which is well inbabited. The convent is seated
on a delightful plain, backed with an immense
wall of perpendicular rocks, covered with
plants: the ceiba and palms show their gigan-
tic and elegant forms ; numberless springs gush
out on every side; and it is difficult to imagine
a more picturesque spot than that which these
priests have chosen. The cultivation of the
valley adds to the natural beauty of the scene;
as the gardens of the Indians are filled with
plantains, papaws, and all the fruit-bearing
plants common to the tropical regions. The
conuco or common plantation contains maize,
the sugar-cane, culinary plants and coffee trees.

Near this valley is the cavern of the Gua-
charo, about three leagues from the convent
towards the west. This cive gives its name to
the range of mountains in which it is situate.
The cavern is pierced in the face of the per-
pendicular side of the lofty Guacharo moun-
tain; the access to ita mouth being rather
difficult, on account of the numerous little tor-
rents which cross the wvalley. Its entrance is
towards the south, and forms an arch eighty
feet broad and seventy-two high, surmounted
with rocks covered by gigantic trees: festoons
of creeping plants throw themselves across the
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chasm, and variegate the scene with the beau-
tiful and vivid tints of their flowers; a river
issues from the vault, which continues at the
same height as at its entrance for a consider-
sble distance; and arums, heliconias, and
palms, follow the banks of the stream for thirty
or forty paces into the interior. It is not ne-
cessary to use torches for 430 féet from the
mouth, as the grotto keeps the same direction,
and forms but one channel from south-east to
north-west.

When the day-light fails, the hollow mur-
muring sound of & vast number of nocturnal
birds, inhabiting the recesses of the cave, may
be distinguished. Advancing further, by the
help of lights the whole rock is seen covered
with the nests of these birds, which are called
Guacharoes, and are of the size of a fowl, with
a crooked bill, feathers of a dark bluish-grey
mixed with specks of black; the head, wings,
and tail being studded with large white heart-
shaped spots edged with black : the spread of
the wings is three feet and a half. Its eye,
which is blue and small, cannot endure the
light : it therefore quits the cavern only at night
in search of the fruits on which it exists. The
nests are seen by fixing a torch at the end of
& pole, and are generally on the very highest
parts of the arch. i

The Indians enter this cave once a-year to
. destroy the young, for the sake of a layer of
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fat with which the abdomen is covered. These
people construct temporary huts at the mouth
of the cavern, and melt the fat in pots of clay
over brushwood fires: this fat is called the
butter of the Guacharo, is transparent, half
liquid, without smell, and so pure as to keep
more than a year without becoming rancid.
The monks purchase this oil of the natives for
culinary purposes. Notwithstanding this an-
nual destruction of the birds, their numbers do
not sensibly diminish, as it is conjectured that
.other Guacharoes repeople the grotto from
neighbouring caves which are inaccessible to
man.

The river which runs through the cave, is
from twenty-eight to thirty feet in width, and
can be traced into the recesses for a consider-
able distance; the cave preserving its altitude
and regular form for 1458 feet. Farther than
this, the river forms a small cascade over a hill
covered with vegetation and surrounded with
stalactites. After this ascent the grotto con-
tracts its height to forty feet, still preserving
the same dimensions. Here the bottom is
covered with a black mould, on which plants,
deposited accidentally by the birds, have vege-
tated : their characters are however so much
changed by want of light and air, that it is im-
possible to recognize the species. DBeyond this
spot, the cries of the birds were so shrill and
piercing, that no persuasions could induce the .
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Indians to proceed, and M. de Humboldt was
obliged unwillingly to return.

The mournful cry of these birds the Indians
attribute to the souls that are forced to enter
this cavern in order to go to the other world.
But they are enabled to obtain permission to
go out only when their conduct in this life has
been without reproach. If it has been other-
wise, they are retained for a shorter or longer
time, according to the heinousness of their of-
fences. . This dark, wretched, and mournful
ahode, draws from them the mournings and
plaintive cries heard without.

The Indians have so little doubt of this
fable, supported by tradition, being a sacred
truth, commanding the utmost respect, that,
immediately after the death of their parents or
friends, they repair to the mouth of the cavern
to ascertain whether their souls have met with
any impediment. If they think they have not
distinguished the voice of the deceased, they
withdraw overjoyed, and celebrate the event
by inebriety, and dances characteristic of their
felicity ; but if they imagine they have heard -
the voice of the defunct, they hasten to drown
their grief in intoxicating liquors, io the midst
of dances adapted to paint their despair. So,
whatever may be the lot of the departed soul,
his relations and friends give themselves up to
the same excesses: there iz po difference but
in the character of the dance.
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All the Indians of the government of ‘Cu.
mana and Orinoco not converted to the faith,
and even many of those who appear to be so,
have, notwithstanding, s much respect for
this opinion as their ancestors could possibly
bave had. It appears that it is not, like so
many others of its kind, the child of imposture
or fanaticism ; for it is not accompanied with
any religious ceremony, the expense of which
would increase the revenue of the inventor’s
benefice. The cavern itself shows no vestige
of superstition having at any time obtained
there the least monument of the empire impos-
ture might have wished to exercise over credu-
lity. This prejudice then is solely the effect
of fear, ever ingenious in creating phantoms,
and in imagining those things which flatter the
illusion. Among the Indians two hundred
leagues from the cavern, to go down into
Guacharo, is synonymous with fo die.

This subterraneous river is the source of the
Rio Caripe, which, joining the river Santa Maria
a few leagues distant, is navigable for canoes,
and falls into the River Areo under the name
of Cano de Terecen.

The forests of this, and of every other part
of Cumana, are peopled with numerous tribes
of monkeys, of which the araguato is the most
common and singular, Itis three feet in height
from the top of the head to the tail, with a
reddish-brown bushy coat of fur, which covers
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its whole body, being very fine on the belly and
breast ; its face is of a blackish-blue, and cover-
ed with a delicate wrinkled skin; the beard
long; and its eye, voice, and gait, denoting
melancholy. When domesticated, they have
not that vivacity which most monkeys are cele-
brated for. On the rains or any sudden change
of weather approaching, the howling noises
made by this creature are beyond conception
dismal, and add during a storm to the horrors
of the uninhabited wilds in which the traveller
finds himself alone and unprotected.

7. The inhabitants of Trinidad, Margarita,
and Caracas, proprietors of commons in the
plains in the vicinity of the Orinoco to the
south of Barcelona, fixed successively their
abodes in the centre of their properties, in or-
der to be more at hand to superintend them.
The number of houses were found in 1744 so
considerable as to honour this hamlet with the
title of village—Concercion pEL Pao, forty-
five leagues south of Barcelona, fifty-five from
Cumans, and twenty-eight south-east of Caracas.
It has lately been raised to the rank of a city.

It has not more than two thousand three
hundred persons of all descriptions, whom the
fertility of the soil enables to live in ease. They
here enjoy good air, and drink good water,
There are no other inconveniencies than ex-
cessive heat, and the inundations occasioned
by the long and hel'lf}",ﬁins.
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Cultivation is here reduced to the provisions
of the country. The riches of the inbabitants
consist entirely in animals, which they export
by the Guarapiche or by the Orinoco to
Trinidad. .

8. Punta pE PiEDRA.~A new town has lately
been founded at Punta de Piedra, opposite
Spanish Harbour in Trinidad. This, which in
1797 was only a hamlet of fishermen, has be-
come the principal place in the district of Paria,
and the residence of a lieutenant-governor. -

The town is situate in a magnificent plain,
and on a platform which commands the sea,
whence there is a view of Port Spain, all the
western part of the Island of Trinidad, the Gulf
of Parig, and all the vessels that enter or go
out of it..

Though the town is not yet considerable by
the number and beauty of its edifices, it is
nevertheless a most important spot, from the
prodigious fertility of its territory, and its for-
tunate position near the mouths of the Guars-
piche and Orinoco, and Port Spain.

At the extremity of the plain, opens the
beautiful and fertile valley of Yaguaraparo,
covered with plantations of coffee and cocoa.
The fertility of its soil and the mildness of its
climate, particularly appropriated to the latter
plant, have made the fortunes of all the colo-
nists established there.

The provinces of Barcelona and Cumana
contain about }00,000, inh.nhitantn. of which
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the Indians compose more than one half}
24,000 inhabiting New Andalusia alone, with-
out including the Guaraons of the islands of
the Orinoco, who, g8 it were, command the
mouths of this fine river, which extend along
the sea-coast for'more than sixty leagues.

In 1808, the British government established
a post between the Guarapiche and Orinoco
near the sea, in order to cut guiacum wood for
their navy. They have since erected batteries
which command the navigation of those two
rivers, The valleys, and above all the banks
of the rivers of this part of the province of
Cumazna, abound in logwood and brazil wood.
They there cut those woods at present 6 ne-
cessary to their manufactures. :

- SECTION VII.
ISLAND OF MARGARITA.

Tuis island forms a Government separate
from that of Cumana, on whose shores it lies.
It is dependant on Caracas. It lies in north
lstitude 10° 56/, and in 64° and 65° west longi-
tude. Itis sixteen marine leagues in its greatest
length ; six io its greatest breadth; in some
parts only two or three leagues broad ; and its
surface is thirty-one square leagues. :

VoL, L 0 P
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It was first discovered by Calumbus in 1498.
The pearls found on the coasts of this and the
neighbouring isle of Cubagus, soon rendered
it famous; and the fishggy was carried on at
the expense of vast numbers of Indians, who
lost their lives m the undertaking.

This island is divided into two parts, which
communicate with each other by an isthmus or
natural causewsay, that is scarcely more than
from eighty to one hundred paces broad, and
im some parts from ten to twelve feet only above
the level of the sea.

The mountzin of Macanon is the most ele-
vated of the island. It is sbove two thousand
feet high according to Humboldt, who measur-
ed it trigonometrically, and is composed of
micaceous schistus. It is an important point
for navigators to make who go from Europe,
or from North or South America, to Cumans,
Barcelona, and La Guayra, as they are obliged
to sail between Magarita and the islet of Coche,
to avoid ruoning the risk of being carried to
leeward by the currents.

The possession of Margurita is an object of
some consequence ; as it is separated from the
continent by & strait only eight Jeagues wide,
sad to windward of all the best ports of Cara-
cas. It forms the channel through which all
vessels, coming from Europe or windward to
Cumana, Barcelona, and La Guayra, must pass.
This channel is not navigable in its whole

-
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breadth; the rocky istand Coche, between it
and the continent, leaving only z parrow pass
of two leagues, but which is selddm dangerous,
owing to the generf@calmness that reigns in
this part of the Caribbean Sea. Margarita
might become, under a system of free com-
merce, the genéral emirepot of Cumana, Barce-
loma, Caracss, Guayrs, and all the cities of the
interior. The island of Trinidad, much less
favourably sifuate for the accomplishment of
this object, has given, notwithstanding, to the
Spanish contraband trade dll the aid it required,
and disposed by this means of an inconceivable
quantity of merchandise.

The island of Margarita haa three poris
The most important is that of Pampatar, sitoate
on fhe south-east coast. It is & large and fine
basin, in which vessels are defended from winds
and tempests. Its entramee is protected on one
side by a forttess, and on the other by batteries.
Those are the principal fortifications of the
island.

Pueblo de la Mar is another port, or to speak
mdre correctly, an open roadstead. ‘It & a
place of little trade, and is situate at a league
and & hadf wesgward of Pasrpatin.,

Pueblo del Norte is, #s its name indicates, a
village situdte im the northern part of the istand.
A corel reef renders the entrance of this port
difficult to mariners who are not accastomed to
it. Two batteries defend its entrance against
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privateers. Near this port is a villagé inhabited
only by fishermen. *

Along the coast of Margarita the land is in
general rocky and very steep ; but the interior
is more fertile, producing maize and fruits, and
covered with groves.

Its climate though very hot is wholesome;
the greatest inconvenience experienced by the
inhabitants being a want of good fresh water.

Asumpcion is the capital of the island, and the
residence of the governor. This little town is
pretty well built, although its inhabitants are
not wealthy ; but there is every appearance of
comfort and industry in it. It has two parish
churches, and a convent of Recollets.

The valleys of San Juan, Santa Margarita,
and Los Robles, have each a village which
bears their name.

‘Margarita had, in 1807, a population of eight
thousand whites, five thousand five hundred
mixed blood, one thousand eight hundred Io-
dians, and about nine hundred Negroes; mak-
ing a total of 16,200 persons.

This island has only three rivulets, which,
however, are sufficiently large to turn mills
when such are established. Thegir waters are
limpid. That of the little river which runa by
the town of Asumpcion, and which in some
places passes over a bed of amphibolic schistus,
contains sulphureted iron, magnesia, &c. The
inhabitants prefer drinking water from ponds,
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though it is always turbid. Lavaysse says, the
first time they presented this water to him at
Pampatar, he refused it with disgust; but he
was assured, that it was more wholesome than
rain water, and they laughed at the grimaces he
made. The rich have filtering stones; others
drink as they draw it, and do not find any bad
effects from it. This water contains a great
quantity of calcareous marl.

The climate of Margarita is very healthy.
It is there that persons go who have contract-
ed obstructions and other diseases in the humid
and unwholesome parts of the island of Trini-
dad and the continent.

The agriculture of the island scarcely suffices
for the maintenance of its inhabitants. Maize,
cassava, and bananas, are their principal re-
sources. The bananas are excellent, but very
small, owing to the aridity of the soil and dry-
ness of the climate. The inhabitants cultivate,
in small proportions, and for their own consump-
tion only, all the productions of the Antilles—
the sugar-cane, coffee and cocoa trees. They
rear a great many goats and sheep, which,
though lean, give delicious milk, owing to the
aromatic herbs on which they feed. They
have all kinds of fowls at a very trifling price,

Living is still cheaper at Margarita than at
Cumana or Caracas. Lavaysse says, * I have
bought a capon there for fivepence; a dozen
of eggs for twopence-halfpenny; two bottles
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of milk for the same; s fish of ten or twelve
pounds for the same ; & turkey for one shilling ;
s Jamb of two months for fifteenpence, &c.
The fishermen sell or exchange their fish for
cakes of maize, bananas, cassava, bread, &c.—
I know of no inn, propesly speaking, in this
island ; but a stranger is received in every house
when he offers to bear a part of the expenses.”

Fowls, turkeys, and all kinds of poultry are

to the continent by the lower classes ;
and the island is celebrated for its beautiful
parrots and other curious birds, which are so
much esteemed, that scarcely any trading ves-
sels leave the place without carrying away some
of them.

They fabricate cotton stockings, and ham.
mocks of & very superior quality.

The fisheries produce the principal pbject of
trade at Margarita: they are placed at the
islet of Coche, which belongs to Government.
Two merchants of Margarita had the privilege
of this fla in 1807 snd they carried it on
at Coche. men who were employed in it
were Indians of Margarita. It was not freely,
but by order of Government, that those natives
worked in the fishery at the scanty pay of a real
(fivepence) per day, and bread of maize or cas-
sava. They ate also as much fresh or salt fish
us they chose. More than three hundred In-
dians of both sexes and all sges were employed
there in 1807.
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The quantities of fish caught are incredible.
Twice a-day they draw a seine of two hundred
feet long ; and it seldom happens that at each
drag they have not at least ten to twelve quin-
tals of fish. This net sometimes contains so
many, that they are obliged to cut the meshes
in order to let some of the fish escape, which
they are unable to haul on shore. It would be
too tedious to describe the different kinds which
are taken, The most common is the mullet of
the Caribbean Islands, which the Spaniards call
lisas : this fish resembles the herring.

The salt works would be lucrative objects for
Margarita, if salt were not so very cheap in all
those countries. A barrel of salt not purified,
weighing sbout three hundred pounds, is sold
for about twelvepence-halfpenny at Margarita.

SECTION VIIL
FROVINCE OF MARACAIBO.

Mazracaino, or Maracaybo, surrounds the

* lake of the same name. It is bdunded, on the
west, by Santa Marta in New Grenada; on the
east, by Coro and Venezuela ; on the north, by
Santa Marta and the Gulf of Maracaibo ; and
on the south, by ‘Merida, and Santa Marta.
Owing to the great extent of the lake, this pro-



216

vince extends but s short distance inland to the
east and west : its length is about 100 leagues.

The soil of Maracaibo is unfruitful on the
banks of the lake. The east shore is dry and
unhesalthy ; and, on the west shore, the land
does not begin to be fertile for more than twen-
ty-five leagues south of the city. South of the
lake, the country may vie with the richest lands
of South America.

The climate of the province is in general hot
and unhealthy, excepting in the southern parts,
which border on the snowy mountsins of Me-
rida.

The population of the province of Maracaibo
was, in 1807, 174,000 persons. .

Near the borders of the lake, on the west, are
the only parts of this province which are culti-
vated, where, notwithstanding the heat of the
climate, and the insalubrity of the sir, some
whites have fixed their habitations to cultivate
cacao, and other plants. These settlers are
much scattered, and have a chapel placed in
the centre, to which they all occasionally re-
sort. There wants, as in 80 many other parts,
only hands to render this province flourishing,
and to furnish*for annual exportation as many
articles as two thousand vessels of three hun-
dred tons each could load.

The lake is navigable for vessels of any bur-
den ; but this advantage is sometimes rendered
useless by a dangerous sand-bank across the
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narrow entrance, on which vessels drawing
twelve feet water will occasionally ground.
Several small rivers empty themselves into this
lake ; but as the country is uninhabited except-
ing by Indians, and immediately on the shores,
nothing is known with accuracy concerning
them, the savage Goahiros from La Hacha
preventing all access on the western side, and
keeping the settlers in alarm.

+ It was from the Indian towns, built on posts
of iron-wood on the lake of Maracaibo, that
the Spaniards gave the country'the name of
Venezuela, or Little Venice. Four of these are
yet standing, the iron-wood on which they are
founded becoming like a mass of stone, from
the petrifying quality of the water. These vil-
lages are situate on the east part of the lake, at
unequal distances from each other, and have a
church, which is also built in the water on piles,
and to which the inhabitants of all the villages
resort.

SECTION IX,
THE CITY OF MARACAIRO.

Its chief town is the city of Maracaibo, in
north latitude 10° 30, and west longitude 71°
4{¢, on the western side of the strait which
leads into the lake, at about six leagues from
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the ses, on a sandy soil, and in a dry hot cli-
mste.

Its climate is so much the more hot, as the
breezes there are faint, and far from regular;
the soil not being watered by any kind of run-
ning stream, and rain not being frequent. The
heats are excessive, particularly from the month
of March to October; but the months of Au-
gust and July are insupportable. The air
bresthed at this period sppears as if it had
issued from a furnace. The trade.winds blow
bere in general from the commencement of
March till June or July. The months of Au-
gust and September are calm, unless when
they are interrupted by the south wind, which
in the country they denominate, on account of
its insalubrity, the destroyer. They remark,
that when the breezes are moderate, the year is
rainy; and when violent, that they are suc-
ceeded by droughts. Maracaibo is subject to
tempests. The thunder breaks with frightful
explosion, and the lightning sometimes strikes
and consumes houses, ships, and every thing
which it meets. They do not, however, expe-
rience those furious hurricanes which every
year seem to threaten the very existence of the
Antilles. All-terrifying and all-destructive as
these tempests may be, one is there reduced
to the necessity of wishing for them, because,
when they fail, they are replaced by earth-
quakes, which are still more dreaded. The
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deluges of rain which some of these

produce, are so excessive, that they form a tor-
rent, which traverses the city of Maracaibo
with & rapidity which is inconceivable, bearing
trees along with it, and causing, in proportion
to its rise, desoldtion to houses, and every thing
it finds in its conrse. Happily, these sorts of
disasters are never of long duration.

The principal part of the town is oa the
shore of a smell gulf, s league in length, which
extends towards the broed part of the lake on
the south: the other part is built on the neck
to the north, wheze the lake is only three leagues
in width! The place where the town begins is
named Maracaibo Point; that where the gulf
commences, Arieta Point; and opposite to that
is Point Santa Lucis.

There are, at Maracaibo, many houses built
of lime and sand, and with & great deal of taste ;
but whatever measures the Government may
take, however abundant building wood may be,
however cheap tiles, however frequent confls-
grations, which often consume-whole streets,
more than two-thirds of the inhabitants con-
stantly adhere most obstinstely to the opinion,
that tiles render the houses destructive to the
persons who inhabit them, and continue in the
custom of covering the handsomest houses
with a kind of reed, which grows on the bor-
ders of the lske, called by the Spaniards enca.
This mixture of houses covered with tiles and
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with reeds, gives to the city the air of a village,
is disagreeable to the eye, and offers to the
flames food that keeps the city in constant dan-
ger. Some give even a greater latitude to this
idea; and, with the means of building houses
capable of adorning the city, they construct
them, on the contrary, entirely of reeds, thatch,
&c. Of this last kind there are even more than
those of which we have already spoken. Ma-
racaibo contains one parish church, a ehapd.
and a convent of Franciscans.

As there are neither fountains, nor wells,
nor river, the people drink no other water than
that of the lake, which in taste is not agreeabls,
but in quality by no means bad, except during
the strong breezes of the months of March and
April. These drive up the water of the sea
against the current, and render that of the lake
so brackish as not to be drinkable. The poor
can, in this case, quench their thirst only with
water which they procure by making excava-
‘tions in the earth ; but this is badly tasted, and
very far from*wholesome. The rich avoid this
-inconvenience by cisterns they have in their
houses to collect the rain water. Those not
quite so affluent, have large jars destined for
‘the same purpose.

It was calculated, in 1807, that Maracaibo
contained twenty-five thousand inbabitants,

The noble families here are those who boast
-of having descended from the first conquerors
of the province, or from some governors, ot
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even from any other officer ; for the commission
for any office whatsoever, given by the king,
was formerly in Spanish America an authentic
title of nobility. They reckon more than
thirty of these families. There are very few
of these primitive houses that now enjoy even
an easy mediocrity. In almost all they expe-
rience so much misery, that the idea of the
ilustrious origin of their family is the most
grateful support with which they are fed; for
a Spaniard of that kind once reduced to indi-
gence, is so for life. The shame of labour and
love of indolence, makes him brave like a hero
all the horrors of want.—The whites, not noble,
are Europmna or Creoles. This is the class
that lives with the greatest comfort, because it
is the only one which labours, and applies it-
self to agriculture, navigation, commerce, the
fisheries, &c. The number of Negroes at Ma-
racaibo does not exceed five thousand. They
exercise all kinds of trades,—are joiners, tailors,
shoemakers, carpenters, masons, and smiths.—
The natives of the town of Maracaibo have, in
the Spanish colonies, the reputation of being
very witty.

The Jesuits hndacdlegehere, which pro-
duced some distinguished scholars, and it be-
came the'literary town of America; but with
that order of clergy, the establishments for
public instruction in this province also fell.
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% Netwithstanding the barrenness of resources
which edoeation finds st Maracsibo,” Depons
says, “ we there see young persons so favoured
by nature, that the slightest elementary instruc-
tion at once develops in them all fhe faculties,
which in Euarope do not manifest themselves
until after long stedy, and the care of the best
teachers. What adds to the singularity of the
phenomenon is, that this excess of natural
genius frequently becomes prejudicisl to the
tranquillity of the families of Maracaibo ; for
it is emough for many of these young men to
know the conjugstion and government of the
verbs, in order to be quslified to write pieces,
whose subtilty would appesr to the knavish
advocate better than the productions of the
counsel who establishes his reasons on the prin-
ciples of the civil law. Such suits as should
never have been instituted, or which the tri-
bumals would instantly have decided, become
interminable and ruinous by the iuplmmi with
which these scribblers envelop in darkness
causes the most simple and clear. This disease,
very prevalent at Maracaibo, is by no means s
stranger in other Spanish territories. The penal
laws which the legislature has been forced to
enact, to lessen the number of these imps of
chicane, whom they call pendolisias,® literally
prove that the evil is general enough.”

'-Guinimiwu.l
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¢ In allowing that the inhabitants of Mara-
caibo have activity, courage, and genius,” says
the same writer, * we have nothing more to
say in their favonr. They are reproached with
having very little regard to their word, and
with thinking themselves not bound by their
signatare, until after they have in vain endea.
voured to release themselves from it by law.
Their reputation in this respect is so well esta-
blished, that all strangers whom business draws
to Maracaibo, say it is much better to form
commexions of interest with the women than
with the men, because they alone have there
that good faith and firmness which, in every
other part, is the peculiar heritage of the
men.”

* Since the course of description bas led
me,” he adds, *to speak of the women of
Maracaibo, I ought not to let it be unknown
that they are in their youth paragons of mo-
desty ; and in marriage, faithful wives aod ex-
cellent mothers of families, Affection for their
husbands, the cares of their households, and
" the education of their children, are the objects
which divide all their moments, and occupy
all their solicitude. They know not, however,
before marrisge, any other amusement than
music: Their favourite instrument is the harp.
There are few houses in which the harmonious
sound of this instrument is not heard every
evening, and every dayld' festival.”
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In spite of the extreme and almost continual

- heat experienced at Maracaibo, it is a healthy

residence. There are no epidemic complaints.
A man once seasoned to the plimate preserves
his health as well and better than in many other
places where the heats are less intense, aud the
means of refreshing himself more multiplied.
In July and August, when the air is so heated,
the most usual preventative for the ill effects of
the climate is constant bathing in the lake.
The habit which the citizens of Maracaibo
contract from their infancy of sailing on the
lake, whether for pleasure, fishing, or the tran-
sport of the articles its southern borders pro-
duce, gives them at a very early period a taste
for navigation. Soon finding in this place no
means of indulging in the practice of it, they
xepair in crowds to Porto Cavello;, Guayra, and
the other ports, where a more active navigation
serves, atthe same time, to give them employ-
ment and gratify their ambition. They per-
form with equal ability coasting or longet voy-
ages. In those intervals when war suspends
their commercial enterprises, they embark on
board privateers. The neighbourhood of the
lake, in the waters of which they exercise them-
selves in their early years, renders them as ex-
cellent swimmers as expert divers. x
Those who resist the attractions of the sea,
raise herds of cattle, or take care of those of
their fathers, Nothing better evinces their
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aptitude to this species of occupation, than the
immense number of beasts with which the sa-
vannahs of Maracaibo are covered. The prin-
cipal ones are those of Jobo, Ancon, Palmares,
and Cannades. We ought to mention, that
there is more merit in raising cattle in the sa-
vannahs of Maracaibo, thap in any other place
in these provinces, because, having neither
rivers nor ponds that never dry up, drought
occasions the death of many, in spite of the
precantions they take, in cases of this sort, to
drive them towards those parts where they can
with convenience water them.

At this port, a bar of quicksand, which is but
ten or twelve feet under water, entirely ex-
cludes large vessels, and with difficulty admits
small ones. He must be well acquainted with
his business, and extremely attentive to his
duty, who attempts to enter this port without
a pilot. As soon as he clears the bar, he has
plenty of water, and a good harbour, . Three
forts protect the harbour.

. The best schooners which sail on the Spa/
nish Main are built at this city, which possesses
peculiar advantages for ship-building.

YOL: I. P
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SECTION X.
OTHER TOWNS OF MARACAIBO.

. 1. Tauxmro, on the: confiwes of Merids, is
in 8° 40’ north :latitude, 20. leagues: north ‘of
Merida, 105 south-west of Clnua.. and 80
west of Guamara.

This town is situste among thu mountains,
and therefore enjoys a very mild temperature.

Truxillo contsins s good parish: church, a
chapel, two monasteries, a convent of Domini-
can nuns, and an hespital.

There were.twelve thousand. inhabitants in it
in 1807. They are an active and industrious
This city, which is one of the oldest on the
comtinent, was formerly also one of the best
peopled, until it was destroyed and sacked by
Francis Gramont, the Bugcaneer, who in 1678
traversed the province of Venmezuela with a
small band of followers, attracted by the riches
of this place.

Truxillo enjoys a pure air; but its waters,
although clear and light, are impregndted with
metallic particles, and occasion goitres,* which
however are only an inconvenience, as they do
not in the least affect the health.

* Swellings under the throat.
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: The land about Truxillo produces sugar,
- cacao, indigoy coffee, and in general all the pro-
ductions of the torrid, and some few of the tem.
perate zones, Wheat grows superiorly, and its
flour differs little fromx that of Europe. They
reap it.in abiindance, and it becomes to the
caltivator, an articlé of commerce' that' com-
pensatea’ his. labours. They raise with con-
siderable assiduity other commeodities. Agri..
cilture is not their only occupation. Some
raise sheep and goats; and it is observed that
the mutton there is larger than in eny other
part of the province, and the meat much better.
The cheeses made there are also preferred to
those of other places. The care they bestow
in. washing and carding their wool, enables
them to fabricate goods from it, the sale of
which is always certain and profitable.—The’
women employ themselves in making sweet-
, for which they frequently receive orders
beforehand, in order to resell them in the pro-
vince, or send them abroad. This branch of
industry, insignificant as it appears, does not
fail of relieving that miserable class, which in
all the other cities is embarrassed by its own
existence.—They carry the commercial articles
of Truxillo to Maracaibo by the lake, which is
twenty-five leagues to the west; but the inter-
course mobt pursued is with Carora, where they .
send their goat and sheep-skins to be dressed.
This intercourse, however, is not exempt from
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inconvenience, becanse it is necessary to cross
the plains of Llonay, so unwholesome that the-
traveller is obliged to hasten his march not to
be infected with the malignant fever, which
the least stop is apt to give.

On the east side of Maracaibo Lake are
several small towns, of which Gibraltar, Paruate,
Las Barbacoss, and San Pedro, are the most
considerable places.

.2 GIBRALTAR, in 10° 4 north lstitude, and
67° 86 west longitude, is 100 miles south-east
of Maracaibo, and on the eastern banks of the
lake.

It contains three thousand inhabitants.

The climate is very hot and insalubrious,
especially during the rainy scason, when the
merchants and planters retire to Mamncaibo or
Merida.

Gibraltar is a very old town, famous for the-

production of a particular sort of tobacco,
called tobacco of Maracaibo, from which the
best sort of snuff, vulgarly called Maccabaw, is
made.
The country in the vicinity of this town is
well watered with rivers, and consequently
grows excellent cacao. Cedars of immense
size are found in its woods.

3. PAruaTE is eighty miles south of Coro,
and is a small place on the banks of the lake. -

4. Las Barsacoas is situated a short dis-
tance fprther south, and seventy.five miles
south of Coro.
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- 5. San Pepro is a short distance south of

Gibraltar, and also on the banks of the lake.
The other places, being mere villages, or

scattered plantations, are not worth mention-

mng.

SECTION XI.

PROVINCE OF GUIANA, OR SPANISH GUAYANA.

Tris immense province extends from the
frontiers of Juan de los Llanos and Quixos, in
Cundinamarca, to the frontiers of British,
French, and Portoguese Guiana. It is bound.
ed, on the north, by the Orinoco and the plains
of Cumana, Barcelona, and Caracas; on the
east, by unknown lands between the settle-
ments of the English and French ; on the west,
by the Orinoco and the provinces of New
Greonada ; and, on the south, by the Portu.
guese possessions, It has been computed to
be 1000 leagues in circumference.

The precise boundaries of this country can-
not be laid down. On the west it is said to ex-
tend to the western mouth of the river Yapura,
proceeding thence almost due north. On the
east it has, from Cape Nassau, a shore of thirty
leagues, to the mouth of the Orinoco; and
thence along that river to the Rio Portuguesa,
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an extent of more than 400 Jeagues. The Por-
tuguese territories on the south, were formerly
bounded by a line passing-under the equator ;
but they have since acquired more settlements
to the north, in the western parta of Guiana.—
The most southern fort is that of San Carlos,
or the Rio Negro, in 1° 58’ north latitude.

The rivers flowing through Guiana which are
best known, are the Orinoco, into which, on
the north, the Caroni, the Aruy, the Caurs,
and several smaller ones empty themselves;
on the west, the Suapure, the Sippapu, &c.
join that stream ; while, on the south, the
Guaviare, the Yoritta, and the Atabapo, also
add to the magnificence of its course. The
Rio Negro also flows through a part of Guiana,
and forms, by means of the Cassiquiari, a junc-
tion between the Maraiion and the Orinoco,
thus constituting Guiana an immense island,
detached in every direction by a broad ex-
panse of water from the continent of South
America. The Yapura and the Uapes run
through the southern or continental parts of
this province, and join the Marafion, Many
large rivers issue from or rise near Lake Pa-
rima and the interior, of which Rio Blanco and
the Siabo are the most nated ; but as the lake
itself, and all the surrounding country, are as
unknown as the internal parts of Africa, it will
be useless to repeat names that are gathered
from maps, often imaginary, and generally er:
roneous,
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Guiana is subdivided into Upper and Lower
Guiana, the capital being the point of separa-
tion. Bat this honour would more justly be-
long to the river Caroni.

Upper Guians comprehends all the country
west of .the Caroni. Few plantations are seen
there, though the sail is rich beyond imagins-
tion.

Lower Guiana is east of the Caroni, or in the
space bounded by the sea on the east, the Ori-
poco ou the north, the Caroni on the west, and
the Essequibo om the south. A more fertile
soil cannot be found, watered by numerous
rivers, ‘'whose periodic overflowings deposit a
slime as prolific as that of the Nile ; but this
fine district is pearly a waste, harbouring an-
thropophagical tribes, of whom the Caribs are
the most formidable as well as sanguioary. |

The indigenous inhabitants of Guiana amotint
to about thirty thousand, of whom fifteen thou-
sand are united in missions. The others, such
as the Arroakss and Guaraons, are independent,
and have not embraced Christianity. It is es-
timated, that there are eight thousand whites
dispersed in the villages and huts in the re-
mainder of the province, about six thousand
Mestizoes or free people of colour, and about
three thousand Negroes. The population of
the capital, San Tomé, being eight thousand
five hundred persons, makes a grand total of
fifty-two thousand.



The riches of the few Spaniards and Creoles
settled in this province consists in cattle, of
which the missionary Franciscans alone possess
more than 150,000 head.

The trade of Guiana cohsists entirely in the
export of cattle and mules, with some tobacco,
cotton, and indigo; and, in 1803, they had
thirty.four small vessels employed in trading to
Trinidad and the neighbouring Spanish ports.

In later times, the Spaniards have endesvour-
ed to conquer the regions between the Qrinoco
and the Maraiion, but have always been unsuc-
cessful. One has had the courage to cross the
greater part of the country in the dress of an
Indian ; and from his researches, the direction
of the ranges of mountains has been ascertained.
Humboldt also contrived to go a great dis-
tance along the chain of the cataracts, but was
prevented from exploring the sources of the
Orinoco and the celebrated Lake of Parima by
the Guayecas, a race of Indians, who, though
of very diminutive stature, display the utmost
courage and activity in defending their posses-
sions. These people resist all persuasion to
become the converts of the mouks who have
visited their frontiers, and equally defy the
armed force which generally accompanies these
priests, '
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SECTION XII.
;rux CITY OF ANGOSTURA, &c.

AncosTURA stands in latitude 8° &, at the
foot of a hill of amphibolic schist, destitute of
vegetation.

. Since the end of the sixteenth century, says
Huymboldt, by whose observations on Angos-
tura we are happy to profit, * three towns have
successively borne the name of Saint Thomas
of Guayana. The first was opposite the island
of Faxardo, at the confluence of the Caroni and
the Orinoco. It was this which was destroyed
by the Dutch under the command of Captain
Adrian Janson, in 1579, The second, founded
by Antonio de Berrio, in 1591, near twelve
leagues east of the mouth of the Caroni, made
a courageous resistance to Sir Walter Raleigh,
whom the Spanish writers of the conquest know
only by the pame of the pirate Reali. The
third town, now the capital of the province, is
fifty leagues west of the confluence of the Ca-
roni. It was begun in 1764, under the gover-
nor Don Joaquin Moreno de Mendozs, and is
distinguished in the public documents from the
second town, vulgarly called the Fortress (el
Castillo, las Fortalezas), or Old Guayana (Vieja
Guayana), by the name of Santo Tomé de la
Nueva Guayana. This name being very long,
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that of Angostura (the strait) has been com-
monly substituted for it. The inhabitants of
those countries find it difficult to recognize
on our maps, io Santiago de Leon and Santo
Tomé, the two capitals of Venezuela and
Guayana.” :

The scenery around the tewn of Angostura
is little varied, but the view of the river, which
forms a vast canal stretching from the south-
west to the north-east, is singularly majestic.

The Government, at the end of a long con-
troversy on the defence of the place, and the
reach of cannon shot, wished to koow exaetly
the breadth of the Orinoco st the point called
the Strait, where stands a rock (el Peiion)
that disappears entirely when the waters are at
their height. Though there wss an engineer
attached to the provincial government, » fow
months before Humboldt's' arrival at Angostu-
ra, Don Mathias Yturbur had been sent from
Caracas to measure the Orinocg between the
demolished fort of San Gabriel and the redoubt
of San Rafael. He was told vaguely, that this
measure had given a little more than eight
hundred varas castellanas. The plan of the
town, annexed to the great map of Bouth
America by La Cruz Olmedills, indicates nine
hundred and forty. Humiboldt took with great
care {wo trigonometric miessurements, one in
the Strait itself, between the two forts of San
Gabriel and San Rafhel; the other east of
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Angostnes, -in the great walk (Alameda) near
the Embarcadero del Ganadoe. The result of
the first measure * (at the minimum of breadth)
was three hundred and eighty toises; and that
of the secondt four bundred aod ninety.
These measures surpass four or five times that
of the Seine near the Jardin des Plantes, and
yet this.part of the Orinoco is called a choking,
or a strait. . Nothing is better fitted to give an
idea of the mess of water of the great rivers of
America, than the dimensions of these pretend-
ed straits. The Amazons, according to Hum-
boldt’s' measurement,} is two hundred and se-
venty toises wide at the Pongo de Rentema;
and according to M. de la Condamine, tweunty-
five toises at the Pongo de Manseriche, and at
the Strait of Pauxis nine hundred toises. This
last strait consequently differs little from the
breadth of the Orinoco at the Strait of Bara-

guan. §

® The base measured along the key, 2456 met. Angles;
740 8% 10" and 90°. Distance deduced, B89 metres, or
456 toises ; but we must subtract 76 toises, or the distance
from Punta $an Gabriel to the Carcel on the key. Now
4564.—76 =280, or B85 varas cast.

+ Base measored in the Alameds, 1936 met. Angles;
78° 84! 25" and 50°. Distance deduced, 958 met. =491 t,,
or 1145 varas. The breadth naturally varies according to
the rising of the waters.

1 He measured the Amszons when the watet was low,
400 toices dbove the mouth of the Rio Chincripe,

_§ He found it to be BSD toises.
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When the waters are high, the river inun-
dates the keys ; -and it sometimes happens that,
even in the town, imprudent men become the
prey of crocodiles.

The streets of Angostura are regular, and for
the most part parallel with the course of the
river. Several of the houses are built on the
bare rock. They are for the most part built as
in Caracas, of lime and sand, with terraces on the
tops, where they sleep in the seasons of great-
est heat, without receiving from the dew any
injury to their health or sight. They are lofty,
agreeable, and the greater number built of
stone ; which construction proves that the in-
habitants have little dread of earthquakes.

Unbappily this security is not founded on
induction from very precise facts. It is true,
that the shore of Nueva Andalusia sometimes
undergoes very violent shocks, without the
commotion being propagated across the Llanos.
The fatal catastrophe of Cumana on the 4th of
February 1794 was not felt at Angostura; but,
in the great earthquake of 1766, which destroy-
ed the same city, the granitic soil of the two
banks of the Orinoco was agitated as far as
the Raudales of Atures and Maypures. South
of these Raudales shocks are sometimes felt,
which are confined to the basin of the Upper
Orinoco and the Rio Negro. They appear to
depend on a volcanic focus distant from that of
the Caribbee Islands. Humboldt was told by



37

the missionaries at Javita and San Fernando de
Atalpo, that in 1708 viclent earthquakes took
place between the Guaviare and the Rio Negro,
which were not propagated on the north toward
Maypures. We cannot be sufficiently attentive
to whatever relates to the simultaneity of the.
oscillations, and to the independence of the-
movements in contiguous ground. Every.
thing seems to prove that the propagation of
the commotion is not superficial, but depends
on very deep crevices, that terminate in diffe-
rent centres of action, -

The town of San Tomé had, in 1807, a po-
pulation of about eight thousand five hundred
persons, among whom were three hundred
Negroes.

Though it is situate in 8° & of latitude, and
elevated on]y thirty toises above the level of
the sea, it still enjoys a very mild temperature.
It seldom happens that Reaumur’s thermometer:
rises above twenty-four degrees in the hottest
time of the year; and from the beginning of
November to the end of April, it rarely rises
above 20° during the day, and generally de-
scends to 17° at night. The regular breezes,
a great number of rivers and streams which
water it, and the immense forests which sur-
round it in almost every direction, -are the
causes which tend to diminish the excessive
heat that seems natural to its latitude and
trifling elevation above the sea. Here, as at
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sions, the action of black and strong strats,
when .stroogly heated hytherljld'them
iipon the stmosphere, is considered as injurious
to health. "Humboldt thinks the small pools of
stagnant water (lagunis y anegadizos), which
extend behind the.town toward the south-east,
are more to be feared. The trade.winda are
here very regular from the month of November
to the month of May. In the rest of the year
they are interrupted by calms more or less fre-
quent, more or less long. Storms are frequent
in the months of August, September, and Octo-
ber. They have no earthquakes, but some-
times a wind, that does not last long, which
blows with the violence of a hurricane : it ter-
minates in rain,

The town of Angosturs, in the early years
of its foundation, had no direct commumicstion
with the metropolis. The inhabitants were
contented with carrying on a trifling contra-
band trade in dried meat and tobacco with the
West India Islands, and with the Dutch colony
of Essequibo, by the Rio Caroni. Neither
wine, oil, nor flour, three articles of importa-
tion the most sought after, was received directly
from Spain. Some merchants, in 1771, sent
the first schooner to Cadiz; and since that
period, a direct exchange of commeodities with
the ports of Andalusia and Catalonia has be-
come extremely active: The population of
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Angesturs, . after havitig-been s Jong time lan:
guishiog, haamuch increased since 1785: at the
time:of Humboldt’s abode in Guayams, hows
ever, it-was far from being equal to'that of Stae-
broeck, the mearest. English tawn. The mouths
of ‘the Qrmogo have sn advantage over every
other part in Tierra Firme. They afford. the
moqt, promp#..communications with the penin-
sula. The voyage from Cadiz to Punta Bari-
ma, i3 performed . sometimes in eighteen or
twenty days. The retumn to Europe.takes from
thirty to thirty-five days. These mouths being
placed to windward of all the islands, the vessels
of Angosturs can maintain a more advantageous
commesce with the: West Indies than La Guayra
and Porto Cavello. The merchants of Caracas,
therefare, have heen always jealous of ‘the pro-
gress. of industry in Spanish Guayana; and
Caracas-baving been hitherto the seat of the
supreme = Vernment, the port of Abpgostura
has been t1 ed with still less favour thdn the
ports of Cumdns and Nueva Barcelona. With
respect tu the inland trade, the most active is
that of the province of Varinas, which sends
maules,. cacao, indigo, cotton, and sugar, to
Angostura; and in retarn receives generos,
that is, the products of the manufscturing in-
dustry of Europe. Humboldt has seen long-
boats (lanchas) set off, the cargoes of which.
were valued at eight or ten thousand piastres.
~ These boats went ﬁrst’ up the Orinoco to Ca-
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bruta; then along the Apure to San Vineentey
and finally, on the Rio Santo Domingo, as far
88 Torunos,® which is the port of Varinas
Nuevas. The little town of San Fernando de
Apure is the magazine of this river trade,
which might become much more comsidersble
by the introduction of steam-bdats. =

‘Wheuever, in very hot and damp years, per-
nicious fevers become common at Angostars,
the problem is discussed, whether the Govern~
ment did right in transferring the town from
the Viejs Guayans to the strait between the
Island of Maruants and the confluence of the
Rio Orocopiche? It is asserted, that the an-
cient town, standing nearer the sea, enjoyed
the advantage of the cooling breezes ; and that
the great mortality prevailing there was less
owing to local causes, than to the way of liv-
ing of the inhabitants. The fertile and humid
banks of the Orinoco, below the mouth of the
Caroni, yield an immense quantity of squashes,
plantains, and papaws.t These fruits were
eaten raw, even before they had reached their
maturity ; and the people being at the same
time addicted to the use of spirituous liquors
in excess, this improper way of living dimi-
nished the population from year to year. The
archives of Caracas are filled with memorials

& Alistle 10 the west of the town of Obispos.
+ Patillas, 1 Fruit of the carica papaya.
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on the necemity of changing the seat of the
present capital of Gusyana. According to the
official papers which were communicated to.
Humboldt, it has been proposed sometimes to.
go back to the Fortaleza, or Vieja Guayans;
sometimes to place the capital close to the
great mouth of the Orinoco, ten leagues west
of Cape Parima, at the confluence of the Rio
Acquire;;* and sometimes to have it removed
twenty-five leagues below Angosturs, to the
fine savannah that surrounds the Indian village
of San Miguel. The Government was no doubt
influenced by a parrow policy in pretending,
that, * for the better defence of the province, it.
was fit to place the capital at the enormous dis-.
tance of eighty-five leagues from the sea, and to
construct no town in this space that could be
exposed to the incursions of the enemy.” Join-
ed to the difficulty which European vessels find
in going up the Orinoco as far as Angostura,
(which is much greater than that of ascending
the Potomac to Washington), the circumstance
of the centre of commerce being placed above
the point where the banks of the river present
most attraction to the activity of the colonists,
is extremely unfavourable to agricultural in-
dustry. It is not even true, that the town of.
Angostura, or Santo Tomé de la Nueva Gua-
yana, was founded where cultivation began in

. M, Depons calls it the Rio Aguirre.
YOL,: I. Q
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1764 : at that period, as at present, the great
mass of the population of Guayana was con-
tained in the missions of the Catalonian Capu-
chins, between the Rio Caroni and the Cuyu-
ni. Now this district, the most important of
.the whole province, and in which an ememy
could procure necessaries of all kinds, is de-
fended, or at least supposed to be so, by Vieja
Guayana, but in no degree by the fortifications
of the new town of Angostura.

The spot which has been proposed near San
Miguel is a little to the east of the confluence
of the Caroni, consequently between the sea
snd that part of the country which is most in-
habited. In going lower down, and transfer-
ring the capital of the province close to the
mouth of the Orinoce, as M. Depons propos-
ed, the proximity of the Caribbees, who are
easily driven away, is less to be dreaded, than
the posasibility of an enemy turning the place
and penetrating into the province by the small
western mouths of the Orinooo, the Canos of
Macareo and Manamo. On a river, the delta .
of which begins to be formed at the distance of
forty-six leagues from the ocean, the most ad-

‘vantageous situation for & great town depends
on two circumstances—its military defence, and
the interests of commerce and of agriculture.
Commerce requires, that the town should lie

" as mear as possible to the great mouth of the

river, Boca de Navios ; while military security:
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leads to the preference of a spot above the for.
mation of the delta, west of the point where
the Cano Manamo separates from the principal
trunk, and communicates by numerous bifur-
cations with the eight secondary mouths (bocas
chicas) between the island of Congrejos and
the mouth of the Rio Guarapiche. The situa-
tions both of Vieja and Nueva Guayana fulfil
the latter condition ; and that of the ancient
town has the farther advantage of covering to
a certain point the fine establishments of the
Catalonian Capuchins of Caroni. The settle-
ments may be attacked by landing on the right
bank of the Brazo Imataca ; but the mouth of
the Caroni, where the canoes feel the commo-
tion of the waters of the neighbouring cataracts
(Salto de Caroni), is &nfend&d by the forts of
Vieja Guayana.

To protect the country in its present state,
between the capital and the harbour, or Puerto
de la Boca Grande, from a hostile invasion, the
banks of the Orinoco might be fortified accord-
ing to a system of defence adapted to the na.
ture of the ground; for instance, at Imataca
or at Zacupans, at Barancas or at San Rafael,
(where the Cano Manamo separates from the
principal trunk), at Vieja Guayana, at the isl-
and of Faxardo, (opposite the mouth of the
Rio Caroni), and at the confluence of the Ma-
mo. These little forts, constructed at a small
-expense, would serve at the same time as a
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refuge for the gun-boats stationed at the points-
which the enemy’s vessels must approach on
tacking, to sail up against the curreut.

The northern coasts of South America are
defended for the most part by a chain of moun-
tains, which extends from west to east, and
separates the shore from the Llanos of New
Andalusia, Barcelona, Venezuela, and Varinas.
It may be observed, that these coasts have fix-
ed the attention of the mother country too ex-
clusively. There we find six strong places,®
provided with a fine and numerous artillery ;
namely, Carthagena, San Carlos de Maracai-
bo, Porto Cavello, La Guayra, El Morro de
Nueva Barcelona, and Cumana. The eastern
coasta of Spanish America, those of Guayana
and Buenos Ayres, are low and without de-
fence : they furnish to a daring enemy the fa-
cility of penetrating into the country as far as
the eastern back of the Cordilleras of New
Grenada and Chili. The directiont of the Rio
Plata, formed by the Uruguay, the Parana, and
the Paraguay, forces an invading army, when
it would march toward the east, to traverse the

# Those of Carthagena and Porto Cavello sre of the
first rank. In paming the points of defence from west to
east, we might have mentioned also the batterics Santa
Marta, Ciuded de la Hache, and Coro; but these works
wre of little importance. |

t+ From south to north, on mm extent of land of twenty-
two degrees of latitude.
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steppes (pampas) as far as Cordova or Mendoza ;
but north of the equator, in Spanish Guayana,
the course® of the Lower Orinoco, and its two
great tributary streams, the Apure and the
Meta, furnish, in the direction of the latitude,
a path' of rivers, which facilitates the transport
of stores and provision. He who is master of
Angostura may advance at will toward the
porth, in the steppes (Llanos) of Cumana,
Barcelona, and Caracas; toward the north-
west, in the province of Varinas; and toward
the west, in those of Casanare, as far as the
foot of the mountains of Pamplons. The
plains of the Orinoco, of the Apure, and of
the Meta, alone separate the province of Spa-
nish Guayana from the rich, populous, and well
cultivated region near the sea-shore. The for-
tified places (Cumana, La Guayra, and Porto
Cavello), scarcely protect this region from
expeditions landing on the northern coast.
These statements are founded on the configu-
ration of the ground, and the present distribu-
tion of the points of defence. They will suf-
fice to shew, how intimately the political secu-
rity of Colombia is connected with the defence
of the mouths of the Orinoco ; aud how Spanish
Guayans, though scarcely cleared, and desti-
tute of population, acquires a high importance
in the struggle between the colonies and the

* From west to east for thirteen degrees of longitude. -
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mother country. This military importance was
foreseen more than two centuries ago by Ra-
leigh. In the account of his first expedition,
he often recurs to the facility with which Queen
Elizabeth might conquer a great part of the
Spanish colonies,® * by the course of the Ori-
noco, and the innumerable rivers which run
into it."” Girolamo Benzoni predicted in 1545
the revolutions of the island of St Domingo,
“ which must soon become the property of the
Blacks.” Here, in 8 work published in 1596,
a plan of campaign is traced, the merit of
which has been justified by recent events.
After all, the unfavourable commercial pos-
tion of the port of San Tomé de Angosturs, is
one of the principal causes of the languishing
state of agriculture and trade in this province.
It is necessary that there should be a commer-

& # The Discoverie of the Empire of Guiana."—Lon-
don, 1596, p. 28. 95. and 100. In speaking of the defence
of the mouth of the Otinoco, Raleigh observes judiciously,
end with great knowledge of the locality, * This country is
besides s0 defensible, that if two fortes be builded in one
of the provinces which 1 have seen, the flood setteth in so
neere the back, where the chanpel also lysth, that no
shippe can passe up, but within & pickes length of the
grtillerie ; first of the cne, and afterwards of the other™
He then ndds, in that style of exaggeration which mp-
peared to him necessary in order to make his projecis of
conquest relished: * The two fortes will be a sufficient
guard both of the empire of Inge, and to an hundred
other several kingdoms, lying within the said river, even
to the citie of Quito in Peru.”
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cial town pearer to the sea; for the swiftest
sailing vessels require fifteen days to sail from
the mouths of the river to Angostura.

Opposite the city is a village and fortress on
the left bank of the Orinoco. This place was
built for the defence of the passage of the strait,
and is called Port Rafael.

‘There are but four or five other towns in Spa-
pish Guiana-—Barcelonets, Santa Rosa de Ma-
ruente, and Calcars, which is about one hundred
leagues westward of Ssn Tomé, and San Anto-
nio forty leagues distant from it. There are,
however, missions dispersed over this province.

SECTION XIIL

PROVINCE OF VARINAB.

Varinas divides the territories of the former
government of Caracas from those of Cundina- -
marca. Itis bounded on the north by the pro-
vinces of Maracaibo and Venezuela; on the
east, by the plains of Caracas and the Orinoco;
on the west, by Merida and Cundinamarca ;
and on the south, by Juan de los Llanos, or
Casanare. This province was formed in the
year 1787, by separating the southern dis-
tricts of Venezuela and Maracaibo, when it was
also constituted a distinct government. The |
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growth which' this part of the province took
-within a few yeams, and the ease with whigh it
might be invaded, by means of the navigable
rivers which empty themselves into the Ori-
noco, determined the erection of this govern-
ment.

Varinas is intersected by numerous large
and navigable rivers, which occasionally inun-
date and fertilize its plains. Of these, the
Apure, the Portuguesa, the Guanarito, the
Bocono, the Guanapalo, the Aranca, the Ca-
panaparo, the Sinaruco, and the Meta, are the
most noted.

The Apure rises in one of the ridges that
diverge from the eastern branch of the Andes
in New Grenada, in the province of Santa Fé.
Its length is 170 leagues, of which forty are
from north-east to south-east, and the rest from
west to east, where it joins the Orinoco by a
number of mouths, after having received many
fine rivers, which will one day serve to render
the carrying on of the trade from the eastern
district of -Cundinamarca and the countries
bordering on the Atlantic extremely easy.
These rivers are the Tinaco, Sarr Carlos, Co-
Jeda, Aguoa Blanca, Acarigua, Areyaruo, Hos-
picia, Abaria, Portuguess, Guanare, Tucapido,
Bocono, Masparro, La Yuca, Santo Domin-
go, Paraguay, Tisnados, &c. which all come
either from the mountains of Grenada or those
of Venezuela, and mingle their waters with the
Apure in the immense plains of Varinas.
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The Santo Domingo and Portuguesa are the
largest of these streams, almost the whole of
which unite above Santiago, and form a great
body of water, which enters the Apure twelve
leagues below that place, and twenty leagues
north of the Orinoco. This immense quantity
of water gives such an impulse to the Apure,
that it forces the Orinoco before it for the
space of four miles, although the latter river is
there a league in width. The shock of the
meeting of these two noble rivers is so great,
that it occasions a great agitation in the middle
of the Orinoco, forming dreadful eddies and
whirlpools, at which the most dexterous Indians
shudder. For the space of three leagues after
the stream of the greater river has regained its
force, the waters of the Apure are still distin-
guishable by their bright and crystal appear-
ance, after which they are lost in the muddy
current of the Orinoco. The exportation of
cattle by way of Guiana takes place along the
banks of these two rivers, on account of the
excellent pasturage which they every-where
afford. All the traders of the eastern portion
‘of Caracas are induced, by the easy means of
conveyance afforded by so many confluent
streams, to send their coffee, cotton, and indigo,
to Guiana, instead of sending them on the backs
of mules to Caracas or Porto Cavello, and trd.
velling 300 miles in & country often almost im-
passable from the inundations of the rivers.
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'The Arauca is a river nearly as large as the
‘Apure, and which rises in the mountains of
' Santa Fé, a short distance south of the sources
of the latter, with which it holds a parallel
course, through a country inundated by the
Apure, and communicates with it near the
Orinoco by several branches before it enters
that river ; thus forming some large and fertile
islands.

The Capanaparo rises in the marshy country
south of the Arauca, and enters the Orinoco
south of the latter river, by two mouths, at
some distance from each other.

South of this is another named the Slmmno,
which also rises in-the marshes, and receives
an accession to its waters from the overflow-
ings of the Apure and the Arduca, entering
the Orinoco between the Capanaparo and the
Meta.
~ The Meta is a noble river, which rises in the
mountain ridge opposite to Santa Fé de Bogo-
ta ; and, flowing through the province of Juan
de los Llanos, and the district of Casanare, it
receives many other large rivers, and enters
the Orinoco, 80 leagues below the Cataracts of
Atures, and 125 leagues from Santo Tomé of
Guiana. The Meta receives the Pachiquiaro,
the Upia, the Cravo, and the Pauto, in Juan
de los Llanos, and the Ariporo, the Chire, and -
the Casanare, (a fine river into which flow
sevaral others), in the province or district of
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Casanare. The Meta also receives several
smaller streams in Varinas, and seems destined
to form vast commercial relations between
Cundinamarca and Caracas.

When the annual fleet of galleons was put a
stop to, the Government issued orders that all
the interior produce of Cundinamarca shounld
be carried to Carthagens, and forbade every
article, excepting coarse cottons and flour, to
be exported by way of the Meta, which consi.
derably retarded the progress of the settlers in
Varinas, the Llanos, and Guiana, and put a stop
to the cultivation of many articles too bulky to
be carried over such bad roads as those which
descend to the Magdalena and the Cauca.

The banks of the Meta are inhabited chiefly
by Indians, of whom the tribe of Guahibos -
occupy the country near the Orinoco; and in
Juan de Jos Llanos, the missionary villages are
very numerous on both banks of the stream. -

The total population of this province, in
1807, amounted to 141,000. :

There are few indigenous natives in this
province. They are almost all assembled in &
mission of the Andalusian Capuchins, situate at
five or six leagues from San Fernando de Apure.
There are about six hundred of them. Other
civilized Indians live with the whites and Mes-
tizoes in the pastures.

This country is still in its infancy, though
its territory is not inferior in fertility to any
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other part of South America. Formerly the
inhabitants grew only cocoa, and the provisions
of the country necessary for their consumption.
Sugar, however, coffee, cotton, indigo, and in
general all the fruits of the torrid zone, here
find a soil adapted to each, and their quality is
unrivalled. The inhabitants, for a long time
occupied in the cultivation of tobacco, believed
that nature had refused to the soil of Varinas
the virtue of affording any other production.
This prejudice is entirely dissipated.

The city of Varinas, nevertheless, has been
long known in the European markets from the
quality of the tobacco which its territory pro-
duces, and which prejudice rather than reason
has cansed to be deemed superior to any other,
when it is, according to all report, in fact infe-
rior to the tobacco raised elsewhere, and parti-
cularly at Cumanacoa in the province of Cu-
mana. Yet the prepossession is such, that
every package of tobacco which arrives at Am-
sterdam or Hamburgh, under any other name
than that of Varinas, sells, whatever may be its
quality, at twenty or twenty.five per cent less.
Experience has so thoroughly convinced the
Spaniards, that the commerce of the north
judges more from appearances than from prin-
ciple, that from whatever part of these pro-
vinces tobacco comes, it is never sent without
this title of recommendation; and the European
purchaser, deceived as he is, sustains on that



253

account no loss. It is true, that at Varinas
are the plantations of almost all the tobacco
which is exported, and that none goes out from
other places but when the crops exceed the
local consumption, for which they reserve all
the best that is produced in the provinces. It
is asserted at Caracas and Trinidad, that the
tobacco grown in the neighbourhood of the
town of Varinas, is subject to be damaged by a
worm, which introduces itself into the roll, and
reduces it to powder in a short time. The
failing, however, attributed to it for some years
past in the Trinidad and Venezuela markets, no
doubt proceeded from some accidental cause,
or the negligence of those who prepared it.

The most remarkable features of this coun-
try are the extensive plains, of which it is
mostly composed, and which are covered with
a luxuriant herbage, feeding innumerable herds
of cattle, flocks of sheep, and droves of mules
and horses. These are either used in the pro-
vince, or exported by means of the Orinoco.

The whole province of Varinas, on its west-
ern and northern parts, is covered with farms
and small villages, mostly situate on the banks
of the different rivers.

The inhabitants of this country lead a pas-
toral life: they indeed live in the pastures,
surrounded with numerous herds. Though in
the midst of abundance, great natural wealth,
and all the necessaries of life, they have not



54

the means of purchasing any thing belonging
to the luxury of dress, furniture, and European
liquors ; becguse they have no direct commu-
nication with the neighbouring colonies, and,
being placed in the interior of the country,
they are-obliged to sell their produce and
cattle at a miserable price, to the smugglers of
Angostura and of Caracas. But when the
effects of the present contest terminate, and
freedom of trade follows, it will become ome of
the richest and best peopled in this part of the
world; for in general its climate is no less
healthy than its soil is fertile.

The commodities of Varinas are exported
_chiefly by water to Guiana; the place of em-
barkation being at a spot called Torunos, five
leagues below the city.

A road Jeads from the plains of Calobozo
in Venezuela, through San Fernando de Apure,
and across the rivers, to the junction of the
Meta with the Orinoco.

SECTION XIV.
THE CITY OF VARINAS, &c.

Tue capital of Varinas is the city of Va-
rinas. It is situate in 7° 39’ of latitude, and
70° 22’ west longitude from the meridian of
Greenwich.
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The city enjoys a tolerably pure sir, though
the thermometer of Reaumur is seldom below
twenty-four degrees.

It is a neat little place, with one church,
and an hospital.

The town of Varioas had, in 1787, s popu--
lation of twelve thousand inbabitants.

- 1. Saw Jarme js situate on the west bank of
the Portuguesa, above its junction with the
Guanaparo and the Apure, in 7° 50’ north
latitude, on a sand hill. It is seventy-five
leagues south of Caracas. - The city, surround-
ed by large rivers, has for its defence from
their annual inundations nothing but a hillock:
of sand, upon which it is placed. The inhabi-
tants find themselves for three months of the.
year so environed by water, that they can:
neither return to nor leave their houses except
in canoes.

The edifices of the city, including the church,
correspond exactly with the feeble resources.
the inhabitants find in & soil so little favoured
by nature. '

San Jayme contains seven thousand persons. -

The soil, sandy and dry, offers to the culti-
vator no flattering prospect.

2. Sax Fernaxpo pe Arure is erected on
the south bank of the Apure, near its junction
with the Portuguesa, in 7° 58’ north latitude.

The climate is hot, but healthy; the water
is excellent,

7
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The city, without being large, is tolerably
- well built. :

The population is almost six thousand per-
BONS,

The property of almost all the inhabitants is
in common fields, and breeding farma for cattle
and mules. They cultivate very few articles.

The situation of San Fernando, on a large
navigable river, near the mouth of another
river that traverses the whole province of Va-
rinas, is extremely advantageous for trade.
Every production of that province, hides, cacso,
cotton, and the indigo of Mijagual, which is of
the first quality, pass through this town toward
the mouths of the Orinoco. During the season .
of rains, large vessels go from Angostura up
as far as San Fernando de Apure, and by the
Rio Santo Domingo as far as Torunos, the port
of the town of Varinas.

At the period of the rains, the inundations
of the rivers, which form a labyriath of bran-
ches between the Apure, the Arauca, the Ca-
panaparo, and the Sinaruco, cover & country
of pearly four hundred square leagues. At
this point, the Orinoco, turned aside from its
course, not by neighbouring mountains, but
by the rising of counter-slopes, runs toward the
east, instead of following its ancient direction
in the line of the meridian. Considering the
surface of the globe as s polyhedron, formed
of planes variously inclined, we may conceive
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by the mere-inspection of the maps, that ths
intersection of these slopes, rising toward the
north, the west, and the south,® hetween San
Fernando de Apure, Caycara, and the mouth
of the Meta, must cause a considerable depres-
sion. The savannahs in this basin are covered
with twelve or fourteen feet of water ; and pre-
pent, at the period of the rains, the aspect of a
great lake. The farms and villages, placed on
a sort of shoals, scarcely rise two or three feet
above the surface of the water. Every thing
here recalls to mind the inundations of Lower
Egypt, dnd the Lake of Xarayes, heretofore so
celebrated among geographers, though it exists
only during some months of the year. The
swellings of the rivers Apure, Meta, and Ori-
noco, are also periodical. In the rainy season,
the horses that wander in the savannahs, and

have not time to reach the rising grounds of -

the Llanos, perish by hundreds. The mares
are seen followed by their colts, swimming dur-
ing a part of the day to feed upon the grass,
the tops of which alone wave above-the waters.
In this state they are pursued by the croco-

@ The risings toward the north and the west are con-
nected with two lines of ridges, the mountains of Villa de
Cura and of Merida, The third slope, running from north
to south, is that of the land siraif, between the Andes and
the chain of Parime. It determines the general inclina-
tion of the Orinoco, from the mouth of the Guarisre to
that of the Apure.

YOL. I. R
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diles, and it is by no means uncommon fto
find the prints of the teeth of these carnivo-
rous reptiles on their thighs. The carcasses of
horses, mules, and cows, attract an innumer.
able quantity of valtures. The zamuros ase the
ibises, or rather the aquiline vultures, of this
country. They have the mien of Pharach's
chicken, and render the same service to the
inhabitants of the Llanos as the vultur perc-
nopterus to the inhabitants of Egypt.

3. Pepnraza is smtoate at the foot of the
mountains which separate the plains of Varinas
from the provinee of Maracaibo. i

This little town had, in 1807, a population
of three thausand.

4. San AwroNio is situate on the north bank
of the Apure, jast above where it divides itself
into several branches to join the Arauca, in
ahout 7° 80/ north latitmde, with a village called
Bancolargo on the opposite bank of the river.

South ef this town, and between the Capama-
paro and the Sinarueo, the country is inhabited
by tribes of wild and independent Indians, who
allow no settlements to be made among them.



