
CHAPrER 1I. 

p.unct/LAR DB8ClUmON o. TUI COtlNTllY. 

SECTlON l .. 

Tv. govemmenl ofVCDClueIa COIIIpc"'bend, 
Veo"' ... 1a, ot ear.cu Proper, ud Coro. 

It iI Nt1lfDtD, 011 tbe DOrth, bllbe Canb­
bean Se.; ()Q tbe cut, by Barcdoaa ¡ 00 the 
"c.t, by lI:1arr.calbo ud V.nn-.; and OCI the 
aouth, by th, ¡real pWne of VlrloU, lUId the 
OriDocO. 

'I1liI oxte:a..tve govenuoeot "U nuned Venc. 
me1a, t'rom tbe to.OI inblbited by Indian • 
• 1OCh .. en leen brlne Sp.niudt OD tb, I..ake • 
Maracsiho baring a reselllblance to Veuice. 

Tbe MOUXTADrII nf Venezuela. ;'h.idl fono a 
of lbe great bnuch utc:ading from the 

west totbe G.lfolParia, diride lbe landl oribe 
CONt from the plaint .al ti... nlley of tbe Ori­
llooa. lt iI 00 th_ mauatairu tbat lbe climate 
¡no li.agularly-.Itcred, that a ttave11er may ab­
.ene the of Ihe tropict JU.luriatiog at lO 
Ihort dillaace f10m tho.e or Eu1Ope. lbeir 
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" 
turf_ iI reDt ia every dinction bytbe force of 
subtemmeo\1l éonl'U1áooL To the IlllUlh. of 
thIa chain, the lIaD"" or plai" .. "hich ltntdJ 
to tho Oriaoco, ate inhabited lOl&I,by budJ oC 
Qttle I:eDded by ')d"bUOC" 
. 11Ie Ct..1M4T& oC Venezuela it modi5ed ac­
c:ordiug lo lbe .matloa !Ir ib dUtric:t:t-on tbe 
0DUt, in the IDOUIIW1lI, ot OD the plaina. Do 

' lhe cout and ia the plaUI •• teOrdü.ng ha.t 
prenila, atl(DDpao.ied iD thc latter with ddup; 
of,.m. lo the IDOUO..u.. ~ iba &ir u in 
general pure aDd mild, azld iD lOme e1e~ 
parta nen eo¡d. 

'!'be SolL ofV _uela iI fertile, ud yieldJ iD 
.bunwce aU !he produetl of the Welt .lndiea. 

. beaidel¡ many otben ",hieb' thOlCl iIlaDdi do DOt 

poae.u. Ita moat no~d cornIDuc:ia1 article it 
ac:ao. .. hicb iI im:erior lo DOno in the Amen. 
cu. Tbe otMr richer obje<:lli of cultivatioo . 
vevani11a.I'DAiu, indigo, cottDn,augat, tobacco. 
aod coffee. Here abo. wi1d eochiJ¡eaI. dy~ 
woods. me<Hdnl¡ drtJs!, gumI. ruin .. btl.ml, 

_pariU .. u.uafru, tquorioe. aqW1ta, ~ 
"eaaia and aloes. fiad th .. t climate whicb iI moIt 
favounblo lo their gro'lt'tb. . ne imllleu~ 
pl&inll in \he interior feed multitudes oC caule, 
bonel and mulea¡ aDd iD thc valJeyt lUId IDOUO­

tain. theep and deer are oumuoua. All kindi 
oí rme are fouod in tru. counby i the rivera 
of whic:h aJto abound with fiah • 
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Baidel llI_ aztida, .. f.aá'OfV '11 

da pmdu.ce eve:ry IP . al :tiro ..... fit _ tbI: 
p4iF I!' al the joinu • .a. abiut-~. the 
~,OI"ttm lhipilligllt.' Ced.r • ...afor 
tbeir door polla, ~ era-.. Iahiz .. &:c. 
Black., red. ano ,tMow e.ay are OOIIDOD. 

Ma~1. bta·ilet· .... ud lID ION af .... 
JIll!IIW .. ood., are al aba~ tlurt th" -s.. 
__ "II'OuJd be p,u1ed iII JUa dIoice 01 tW 
finat. '!be ilDOleOM Coma 'Whic:laov...".­
tbe. chaill oí _'Ote;os r-m lIUluplored. 

FQr .boot a cmrtwy éW' tIai.e 'OIIIIlotry ... 
aubdued by lb" Spamuda, all tbeir thougba 
.. ere b;lmed \01IW<k itt mioeral productioll5, 
ud die peul &bery OD .ib couta. !kit b~ 
diappninW iD. tbeir upectatiolll of.fiDCÜJIg 
inlmeale riche. €rora thec SOI.If'tlet, lbe,. iIIt 
tunled their atteatiOD ID the. cultivatian el tbe 
IOÜ. Th.ey tim plantM cacao tn:u ¡ ILDd 10 

abupdant .ere tbtI profit. _eh tilia lahour 
yiclded, that eac.o alODe occupied tbeir 6dd. 
till & IIer¡ laU: J-iod'. About thc Y tU 177" 
indigo plantatioae 1IJlPeM'!d, and i.unnelDll 
pllin .. bitherto duert. Wfft aoOB oovered wiril 
tP pb<It., .. hich ... ipeedily follDwed by c«­
too, lugar, tobacco, colfoe, &e. Bat ootwith· 
standing die aptitude oC !he 1Oil. ami tlae 
genial nature of the elirnate, agricuJture sti.ll 
h;l'1guobes in lheltl tine regioa&, partlJ fl'Ofll 
waut ot' enterpriae &Gd ~ti"e in4ulb'y, and 
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partir &cm a too gnat dDn6dcmoe ia the ~ 
lüic ptnre ofthe toiL 

• On Ihe pbiJ:Jl¡ ofV_ueIa tbe UIn IUIOIf 
·OO.lQUl«lCes Ui April. &lid eonÜDUIlI t.ill Novem. · 
bcr. Thl iaiDa ñJl oftenet iD tbe tnOrtilDg 
tbara in tlui eveuiDg. lIlfi OQ 111 average Occup1 
three hOlU't oC t*ch tiay. Duriog tIW period. 
lbe pJ.u. noareIt lbe riVetl are COIIftrted ilIto 
laku of immenac atent. 

Tbe I..o:ze, pi'opedllO a11ed. ofVeoe%Uel. 
are oot DU~" f« _ ca.o hardfy g¡ve th,t . 
ap¡iellltion 10 tbe llhut. of water produced by 
the periodical l'II'cll gf the Orinoco. Of by tbe 
n.i.o.t. ud wb.ich Uf: prally lritbout 10.1 

• dcpth. 'DIe Lake OfValeucia bu been altead, 
deecribed. 

'lbe RIVEU of Veiluueta are more Ilume-
10Ul thaD iD &01 otbef pan of Spaniah Ame. 
rica.. Every nlley hu itllltJ:eam; and tbough 
m&rIy nf thlllD are oot of lufficicmt size lo be 
narigable, ~ aII .tibcd ample lupplies o{ 

_tu to itrigate the plantationl on their banka: 
Tho principal el th_ wbich rim from t~ 

mOll.DtailU oC ar.e. and Coro ioto tbs 
Canobean Sea, &ni tbe GuigW.. Tocayo, Aro .. 
YaBoCuy, .ud the Tay . .,.-1'be' Guigl'lll falla iuto 
that -. .isteeu league. 'IIi'Ut of !be city nf 
Coro. The Tocuyo dUcbarges ita .aleno 
t1l'eDty.1i"e league. etLIt of the Guiges, or 
Glligua, ita ~ ia fif\een leagues IOUtb oí 
Ibe tollO oC <=atora, al Ihe distance oC ncarly 



OCle huadred llLileI from lbe ooe&D; aud it iI 
lI..,igable _ fu .. tbe YiIlagt! ol ~ al 

lbe ditlallee ol (orty lcague. from ¡b mouth ; • 
, ita haab fumi'h;", .bwwl'''C1i of timbm: off 
tbelatpt _, ud lit fOl' eYuy ki.od ofbuild. 
i.ng, Tbe Aro. me. iD lbe IDOUUWu ~M ol 
the to1nI of 5t "Felipe. and eaten the oce&II 

Df&t Burbutata &y, ne Yll'IClIy ealen the 
Croribhe&n Sta lIf&t the 1atter. Tbe Tuy di&­
cbatgel ;tIelf iD", tbe tea thirty leIg¡Je. eut 
nf La Puay ... : it rita; ilI the mouoWm of St 
Pedro. tan la¡uet áom the capital, and beiDg 
joined lIy the Guay ... btcOma nlvigable, &lid 
eervu 10 ll'aneport the'produce of the cultivat­
ed plw.. or yalleya oí Arago.. T_ta. Cu .. • 
Sabao', Oaunue, Sa.ota Lucia,. &lid Santa 
TcreN, tbrough whicb' it p..-. aod ... hicb 
puticulady abotmd iD caCllO ofthe OOt quality, 
, Tbe following are lbe more impottant riven 
wbich rile Ol! tbe IOIItheru lide of the cb.ain, 
&lid 60" 10 th. f>rinoco n. Guarieo, wbich 
ecmve& lWXDe of tbe bn.ocbet of tbe Apure. 
aad tbtn follo"iDg a COUIM patallel. to that 
"ver, enteR tbe Oriuoco a tbort diatanee elUt­
ward of it : it j , jelned oear ¡b c:on6ueDCO with 
the Orinoco by tllO Hio MUlcap.... which 

'flo", througb tbe pWn. of CeJ,bgm n. 
Portugueaa, which ¡. formee!. h, tbe union of 
tbe hro rive ... P.o and Barquiaimeta, 6cnn 
lhrougb lbe grcater part of Veoezuela, aod 
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joina Ibe Apure fony milct north-w",t oí itt 
mootb. . 

In 1801 lbe popub.tion oí Venezuda, wclud­
jog Varinu, amounted to ~.OOO periIOIIa. 

• 

SECTION 11 . 

CITT OF CA.R..I.CAI ANII LA DVloraA. 

H-u.t pcrbapa Cacacu Ihould he deec,ribed 
befuu: ib 1'Ort; bul by inTerting lb,t arder, we 
may lbe more H5ily profit by tbe exceUeot 
n&tTative oí Humboldt in bis joumey {rom :r.. 
Guayn 10 Caraca!, ..,.hich OD I~il l ubje<:t it our 
best _ulharity . 

'IlIe Iatitude of La Guayra i8 tlY SO' 19", 
and the longitude 69° i6' 15". 

Tbe aituaúoD of thi.e port ÍI very singular. 
and can be comparcd on11 to ¡hat of Sant. 
Cro; iD Tenerilfe. The chin of lDounta.iol 
which !!eplratel Ihe port from the high '"'tI!ey 
of Caraca, deacend, .ImOllt directJy iota tbe 
tea; and Ibe hO\l.lClll of!he to ... o are backed by 
• 11'.11 of .teep rocka. Hence!he ltone!! ,!"hich 
&.Il m::lIu ,!he mountaio t0p6 frequently OCC&· 
.ioo aerious damage.. TIc town hu no visual 
borizon, ucept "hat lbe leS forma on lhe 
north; .. nd tbere scan:ely remainl one buodred 
or one hundred and Corty toiseI breadth of f1at 
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.. 
blre, aI»d not lb. uceu nf!leal, (11' its abmlute 
quantity. '/Vmeh 0CC\II0III tbe IuBi!riOg3 01 dll" 
iollabita/ll* ortbe torrld :wne. 

ne mean ofda, ~ mIile It noon, 
from lb. t7th of JulWl lo tlIlI-l6th oi Noftm.: 
btr. wne al. t. 01.1,""'3"1-6" ot 1M ~tigndo 
tbenDometer I et Cu:1IWIa 29'S' I at Ven. Oui: 
1ST I et tbe HavuftJll 19'''", 'The daily dif. 
feteoCe, al tbi _o 110111, lCarOdy ueeeded 
0'$* 0,' 1 '10", Duriog tbU perioo!. it niDed but 
four ~ ene! tbn oaly for 'WWD or ei¡bt 
I;Dm.Uta. Al thIt _ pe: ' ,. ~e yeüow 
{(!ver, which u.uaIl,. di ;,..u.!'l La Guayr., 
.. at Vn-a Cruz lDIl dae i.1aud oC St VmCeDt,. 
lI'h~ tb, ~ of tia da, de.ceode be­
lo ... tW'enty.th"ree« t'RDty.(our d~ Tba 
mean tempenture nf ta. bottat moatb ... 
lit ú Guarra 1I~1 t9"'*; al CamaDa 29'1° i 
.te Ven. Crw: ~,.,r I al CWo, ICCOmiog te, 
Nouet, ig.g0; a' Ro_ 2:1°, FIOIIl the l&h 
of Nov~ber '9 tho 19th of o.mber I tilo 
mc..z. tempenture of DOOO al la Ouayra W&I 
0111, !WS", al nlght t1-6", Thi& jj lbe time 
el whleb che lulferiolP fto(D btat ate the leul; 
and ya 1 do not believ. ibat th. themacneter 
evu falb (.nd it iI lo_eat • .Ii.tt1e befone _ 
rise) belo .. 21", . Jt lIOIneti.r.ea desceods al 

. cwiw:J. lo Il~; al Vera Cruz lo )6°; al lb. 
H&vmDah (a1"I,.. ... ben tJie oortb. wiod blo ... ) 
lo 11°, &lid .~ 10 .. «. Tbe _ ~re . 
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.. 
of' the col_· moolb b. iD theIe four p1aoee., 
iS-r, iG"8", 21'1-. Ilg. AtCairo it .IS~·. 
ne IDSa oi the",bole yIW,1IOCOniing toO good 
~ caref'ully cakU1ateiI.· UI al La 
Guapa _1, a'l'; 11; Cum.aaa 27'7', at 
Vera era flj,,'; al tbe HavalÍnah ití-6" , al 

B.i.o JIlMiro 28''''; -al SlUlIa ~ iu Tenaill'e, 
iIl tbe ¡·tibld .. oí ts' 28', but b.cked. Uke La 
Guapa. by- wall of rocb, ¡U'S"; at Cairo . 
... ·1 at.Rome 1~·. 

Frol'll the .hole ~ th_ ub ....... tiooa it lbI_ 
lo ... tUtLaGua,,.;. M80of'tho bottst place& 
on !be earth¡t tbat die qu.andty oC beai .biclJ 

· it rooci"c. m t&e OOUIW l1f • y_o le A littlc ' 
greater than that r~t al CIl_; ~ut that in 
the monlhl oC November. December, and 
Januuy,; (at equal ~otI ftom !be two 
paauge- oC tha aun tbrough th" KeDith oC the 

· town), tbeap:¡o.phere coolI tDotn.tI.&Guayr.. 
- M,y not thia coOOag. much IUgbter than that 
which iI (dt alll1ll!l~ .t the lamo time.t Vera 

• 1be ....... hho boUat _lb al ""'ia io 19· ... W', 
Unoeq_t11. tht'H or (oar.d.o~ 1 ... tlwI the <:OlMo¡ 
_tIIll La O .. yn.. • • . . 

t 1.I .. ti .. IM ..... -,..ot_oI~,ofM.dru, 
.... 0I.a... ...... _ ~ SS" .. n' ¡ lioIc Uoo -h<>twoI. 
...... 110 oc MOd ... n-IOM". aocordu.,,,,, Ro"",,*b;.-I 
.n. Ab<>ob&r. 00 \M Pnoiaa> 01111; --.1m¡ 10 M. J~k ... 
' 0 SS-90; whieh io r .... '" '" fuur eles'"" highu Iban o, Coiro. ' 

t ~ .. IIIÑIdlI oC t.b~ _lit. ..,..J ... ...." 1100 Iieet 
~ 10,.....- al Lo O ... ,... . 

. \ 'OL. l. 
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.Cnu: lUId u. Han1lUM. 1» thI .I&ct al the 
lHn 1t'eIlmI pc-IliOll o.f 4 Gua,.,. 7' 

Tha po1FtriUl .:tion or thII IUIl ciD W. ce· 
r~ fU.aCÜOml • oz.tmady dt.docl a .r. 
OUI,1.I'I. ei!pe"'ie"y ... lb, period .t.D tba)'d- ' 
50w ( .. er ~ lo be fdi. .. Beiq CID. ay 
on lbo ttrnce or tItD bowe. .. ,. " ..... bo1d1. ti:) 

obtuve al _ lbe di6wtuee of !.be ~ 
_t.r in the lWl r.nd la the: .a.de. J .'tI' • 
man .pproacbing behiDd me. .. bo ooaju.red. me 
&o .nUow .. poQon. yrbich be btld. prepared in 
.bit haJ¡d. H ........ pb1'iQl.a. ,,110 bd ob-. 
Ml'Yed me 110m bil "I.adow 4uriq' ~ &11 

hour ~ and .u;poeed lo tbe ra)'II Qf 
tbo tuIl. HF ~ _ u.. boro in. • vrry 
llOrtbern dimate, 1 lhouJd infalliblYi aRer the 
iGlprudence I bad COIIUIliued. feel.ymptDml of 
thc p:lknrr rever lbat vrty neolag. ir 1 ot.ti. 
oa1d, RÑIed to tal, lbe pfeIm'at.ive .­
it. 1 ns1Klt tlarmed by thiI pnd1c1i.oa. bow. 
Mr KriDta, belieYins: mf'dr lo have been 
long _ed; but ha. c;:wld lavoid yielding 
lo entteatiea tbat bad 10 beoevolent .. motive? 
1 _aJlowed lb, dote, &nd the phyaici&n per_ 
.bapI" retkooed me &IDOCIft fhe nUAlber of the 
aidr: "bola be h.cl .. ved in the eourae ar 1be 
"rear," 

Al tbe time -of Humboldt'. , abode .t La 
Ouay .... the KOUrgo ~ yellow (ever, OÍ' calw· 
tuta amarilla, bad been kOO1m 0DI1 two yean; 

. and tbe morfalitl hld not btlen CDDIide~ 
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r. 'O;,.. die OCIIl'Üeael of ItA g.. 00 ' the­
~ ol C-ni ... &bu at me H_ 
... IUKI V_ Cm. A"" Wi'~ "~ 
C~ • lrf~""...a._ tU.IID 

el! Nlddenl1 by CDrUizr. imIpát remi~t &.. 
,...., _biGb. (rocp bIi.g OOIIIpr tJtd .With ... 
Jáou .ppevu.oa, h.~ and otber 
.., a¡:tolD:l equally ~ appeaNd to bn. 
~ InoJos:r Wi~ otile yelbr tcYer. n.y. 
W'cte geaenlly meD .mployed iD tbe banJ }a.. 

bour of eutsillg .. ud in tle (orata, for ilI. 
"ce, ID !be ~bo.riKlod ol the littLt port 
ot Oarupeo, ti tbo Gaif of Sata Fi.es fIi 
o,,"p' Thrir death often alumed Ihe amo. 
MUOIIod Earopeanl ia lo,"" ... hich _ 1"&­

guded u eminently hNlthy; blll the Mtd. of 
th. IJIOrlldiml mal..Jy b; ... hOch ib.y had bom 
at.iacked "ero propagated DO fll'thu. On tite 
_t ofne~ Fm.c', tbe reel typh .. of Amo­
rica, which i.J mown by \be namea ",~",·to · 

prk/l) (the b1ack vomit), .... d of yeU ... fe_, 
ud whieb ougbt lo be c:olllidered al. morbid 
d'oction pi 1ertnU, _u lLnown 0.11_ Po-:to 
Cabelkt, al Carthagena, ... d at Sattb. Jofllrlha, 
'fJbwe GuteIboodo hMi obwrt'ed ud ~ 
ed it in l1t9'. n. 8panian:k.bo had rflCUt-
11 m..mb~ked, end the inllabitant. IIr tbe .... 
ley or<4racu, .... rll not tben afraid toO raid • 
• t La Guayra. ney"oompWned ODt," of lb. 
oppreuive heat, "bici! ptcniled during a sr-t 
piIrt or the year. U t'-l oppoMd tMlII .. lvcl 

• 

• 



• 

. " 
lo 'tIle immediato aetion oC tIIe .... 0. they dread­
ed at DlOIt OI1ly tbdte inllamm.tioot ot'tho ak.iD 
oreyet, "bich ate Cdt every_wbere in ,lhe WI"_ 
rid zooe. aad .,..hicb ib"e·of\.en &CCOIDp&Died by 
lo (ebrile affectioo, aDd powerful coogeftiOlll in 
!be head. MarI; iadividua1t .pter~ tho at_ 

deot but uniform dimite oC La Gua,.... f.o tbe 
cool but utnlmel,. vviablli climl'e of Carro- . 
CM; and tcareely 'alIy n"t!'ti~ _. DWie of 
\be inaalubrit, 'oCtbat pon. 
. SillCl'! lbe yr:ar 17!17 •. every thing b.u clwIg­
~ Commetc:e- beiog opmed ~ olba' Ysae» 
tJw¡ tho.e oC lbo motber CIOUj)U)'. -.men bom 
iD colder di_tes thl,D Spain. and COIlIeqIlent.-

1, more .omibJe lo tbe imp~iom oC the cli. 
mate of lbe totrid tone, bepn lo freqUeDl :u. 
Gu.rra. The rellow rever deelared it.elf: 
Ndrth Americana .eiud with lbe tJPhIU _ere 
received in tbc SpuUah hotpit:LI. j .ud it .... 
affirmed that they had imported lbe oontagion, 
and thU befare lbey eotered tht roed. lbe di~ 
_ bad.ppeared 00 board .. brig whicb e.me 
fl"O;lD PbU .... e1phia. The ClpWO or. the brig 
deoied this; .nd aaerted, thu fu fmm bav­
iDg iDtrodQced thia malad,. hU. aailon had 
caugbt it in Ibe porto We know from what 
happened at Cadiz iD 1800, how diflicult ie ¡, 
f.o elucidate"f.cta, when theit uncerta1nty IItrv(S 
lo (.\'Ol,lt hypothaet which are di&metrica1ly 
oppotitt. Tho rDOn! enliJht.e.ood inhabitanu 
of Cancu .nd La Guayra, d¡ .. ¡dcd in opinion. 
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like the pbysiciana in Europe: Ind the United 
Statn, on the priociple of cont.gíon oC the )'el. 
low rever, ' cited \he iflltaDce of tlte ume Am I! • 

. ncao veeael ID prove, 1OItIe, that tbe typhuI 
came from .broad, and othen, tha.t it took 
birth in !he country i~r. 'I'hoie wlu1 em· 
bnloed tbe latter I)'1tem admitted, thlt In eJ;­
traoraiJWY alteration ha.d beco cauted in lbe ' 
ooo.ti~ti,on of the atmosphere, by lbe overo 
lIowings"of tbe Rio de La Gu.yra. The ttag_ 
nant ~.ten which thell infectell the ltora. 
the. cdlaft, Ind lbe ·dungeonl of tite public 
priIon, DO doI.lbt diflWed "miumata in tIte alr, 
""bich, .. predispaling causes; mly havl lcee­
Ienlted!he development of lbe rello,," rever. 
but Humboldt beIieves, that tfM, inuodaÜOl1 of 
Ibe Rio de La GUipa 1rU U titile lbe primarj 
cause. u' the overil.owiogs ofthe Guadalquivir, 
lbe Xenil, ud Gual.Medina .. ere atSevüle. It 
Ecija.. ot at Halaga. in lbe Ei.tal epidemica oC 
1800 &lid Ja04. Ho eJ.:amin~ wilb .att8otion 
the bed oC lbe tolTeDt of La Guayra, .nd .... 
th~ onIy a barren .oil, bloc:k& oC IIlicwlate, 
_d goeia, containirig pyritcs brolten off' mm 
the Sletra de AYik. but oothing lb.t could 
have had &DY 6ct 0/10 the purity aftbe airo 

o Since tbe yoar 1797 &Dd 1798. the ame "ln 
which \here " ... dteadful mortality at Pbil ... 
delphia, 8;t!1ta Lucia, and 81 Domingo, lhe 
ydlow reyU hu cootinued ila r.Yag~ at La 
Gu~ra. It ha. proved Ciltal not only to the 
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tIoDpI be"'y.mved &... Spabl. bol ... lO: 
th_ ",hit. hId Met\ tu.ct l. i'orII tW' 
• ni"' ia the U ..... bItw_ C.b I ' ... • 
UriUlcu. í.e. NCioa .1.,..... hot .lAGJg,. • . 
na. but 1'WIllrük te ~~ 'llti. tatt. ..... 
Done- -W.urpriIe ut more. ir _.d bol ' 

b_ thIt ",te. dIe ... tifts of Ven Crw:. wlta 
• .,. nat ·tteeked ..nth &ht ~" la dMir.oom. 
t.w .. _.et .nk uadar it i.o lb.,pi' , . • 
of t&e H.~ u. tbe U1lir8d Batas. 

IY the Itl-a ""t finlh ú · .. ~bIbIe 
liD2it .. tIle &leeN (fItW hwldl'lHllllld MWfl~. 
tilt tola hiah) Oh tha df.dbtitt 01 tAl! QiOUDo ' 
taiae eL )kU:o 011 ,tbe ...,.¡ 10 X'IIaplo l!here. 
Ibe -. .eI • ~ .... de'ibiovt diriMe b.o 
gio, tbI ,..,.. {tN. r 1Ct1C1111lV« P"- be­
yond tJ¡,c .... r 1'IIo000Wtu .lUch IepmlU. 
r.. G_rr- froat the filie, of ~ lb 
lWIey b,q Meo u_ptotd. fl'Od it {or • 1000g 
time I (oC w. lI1uet hot COIÚolLId. Üle wClllito 
ud tAc' ydlOW' ffl'1Ir .-¡tI! the j~ Dd 
biiout (O'o'U'II. 'J1w c.mbn! ...!. tbe Cmo dé 
A¡.¡¡. lOna • W':rf ~ ramplll iD die totrn · 
al ~ the .lM-aÚOll .r"hH:b • IittJII u,. . 
cndt tIIet of tM EIIOS'Oo . but ol which tila 
JDea8 k .... pC .. tv.rt. abeY. thIt el Xal.,.. 

.. :nensote. ... ,.. Humboldt, tbat 1 rdeetoo 
thiI 1IIbject, &.be more .. ~ apf e&l'1l to­

.1M al1 tMt relata .to lhose Il l rx- ecnaoaUm. 
... bkb .. e can 10 ncue1y lbe AeedI ot coota. 

• gioa, ud whidlllC.~ ti) be dcvdopcd 



• .. 
lrJ' • Ó1itt4Md ilt. dstroyid. by cotd, ~ 
ntyed a- plKe »' plKe ¡ao gat'DI.u. .­
... ..w to lb • ..u. ofbno._ How CIG _ 

apaiil "!'by. dllrlD¡ tb, 8gb ... jan .. hleb . 
PI • '" i 1Ihe yal 17!iH1. thlml .u 1IÓt. . ms 
~ bta4ce .., tbe ,o.ito al Vera Crui". 
~btMcóalc,;xu"ofu' wieJEw'i ' • 

. ... al 1II"b lliDaa thj ~,.., .. 'ery 
cnm.t. He I tblJlf8h the .nc.. ia:tafJecl iD 
tb t.aHi nO"_ witIi .bEb tboy _ Irtill te-. 

JM:OIdIed J ud lb. the tDw-a •• tIOt 10 
cI __ jf; hu ~.-.. tbe rUt 1800~' 

TbB tbUowing • iba .me. of patbalopal 
a... CIWM~""'" ¡. tbaIt iit .... _plieity_ 
Wheo • great DDlDbu oll*'''''' boni in • 
cdd ei.i ..... e, ~ .. da. ume tiaie i.lI.. pon 
ai di, ~ nu,. DOt putic\Iluly droaded b, 
daoripton, lb" typhld iIl Alllerid& bcIgi.n. ~ 
appar. n.- ........ bate lM>t bad .!.he . 
typlu dwing tl*r P =1"': it mmif.ia illelf 
~Nlg theI!I. ooIy GIl th. nry .pot; Ia "the 
~ constibrtiOQ cbaaged? .. doeI .. 

• Qft fm'ID r:L d ' I ~1 itIIif ....... iD.u.. 
vidual., whoM initability;' higbl, ioc:roued i' . 
. Tbe lnhUli 800Q be¡iIu tD nert ~ ... np 

MDOII! otbar ~ bam in motto_tb,nz" 
OOUDtria. . lf It prcJpipUl illelfby COutagkln. 
it _11\1 lurprlaing, that in the tOll'n. of lbe 
cquinoctial contüu:Dt 1t doea not attllch itlclf 
id ccrUin .uccts ¡ I.lld tb.t imm~di2.to COI,lLart 
doe. DOl augment lbe daDger aG)' 1P0f~ than 

• 



• 

• 

lleC::Ju~ dJminW¡_ it." '!be eick, .hu re­
-Ved to the inluid couotry • .00 ""P"'"Í,ny lo 
cooler ud more e1evatcd tpOts, to Xplsp- for 
iD.ttaoce, do DOt commllnjge'e !be typbu. .to 
the iDhabitaata of tboee pi ....... . eidw Mc:w ...... 
i1 iI not cootagi_ in i1ll n&b.ue, oc boca­
&he ~! ~ .re DOt the ame D in 
tbe rtTOlle of tJ:Ie aborto Wba. thel'e is a cOO­
aiderab1e dimiuutioD of \he tempenbue. the 
epiilemy Ulually _ eveu on the apot ... h_ 
it fua.t. appeued. lt a¡p.i.o. begW at the ~ 
proach of eh" hot ICNOD, aad II(!IDer:iinolloag 
berOle; though duril:lg eeveral J:l:lOIlths there 
hu boen DO liet penoD in the huboar. aDd 
110 lhip b.u .ente~ iL . 

The typhlll of Amena appan to be coa­
lioed to tbc abore. eitba- bea_ ~ pe:reon. 
.. ba bring the dioeue ciaerBbafk there. &lid 
.~. IUppo.ed W be ÜIIpregm,ted.-ith dele­
IA:lrioUI ···mi3'm.ta are tbere aceumulated; 01" 

becaaae, 00 the -wc, gueou. emlOlUoDII W 
a particular ~ture arefOt1Xlcd. The upect oí 
tbc placa where typbu. eurte ita· B • 

• l. IR Orier.1al pi."", (lIDI>lI:.er !1Pb,. ~ 
bl'''''' ~;"' .. la lIMo l""pbtlI: l,-em},;- d¡_ 
..-u.:1 ¡. 1_.1<> bof......t thoD 11 ' .. ...n111JouP1. M. 
L&rn.'1~. lhalW I~ ,I..,do .... 1 .... lDucIw:d, 
DI' "~I .. i • ..r, wiLhowl oI&n«~, bal he Ihiob wc O"lb. a'" 
1<1 riok ""tllog ",!!he dOiheo of P""JO'" '!lac • .,.! . ilh tJ:­
p1.¡¡..e._M .... "'. In MaI&di .. de 1 ·~. Fru><'oiM 
... Ef)'pu, p.1.S. 



", 

__ OAta 'w ududt.1I idea of .Iocal'O!" 
· én+inieil orisia- It.hu beeD _ .(0 prt9Iil 

i.t. the c.z.ane.. tbe BmDudas, lIDd amotIjr tlIe 
melln Wo.t IDdia WlMd,. in dry pl&eC!l for. 
mori1 dittiDpilhed COI' the grat "¡ubrity of 

· thardjm,te &amplaottbe~of 
die ySlow fevef iIl the. in4Dd p.rtt of the tor. 
rid ZOIÍt, appeu ver'! doubtful: tIPt mIlady 
_, boe beta coofouaded 1I'ilh f'IIDitting bi.. 
liOIIII fenn. WIth nspect lo "tbe temperKe 
_e. in whidi theClOUtagWu. clwacter of th, 
typbUl of Ameria. 11 IlIOn decided, !he dia.. 

· e-. hu Wihlbitabily lIpfWd fu Ctom the Jbore, 
_ Uito 'VU"f elevatecI. plaea apoRd lO cooI 
aDd cUy wiDdI.. Al in SpiaiD. a1 )(ffljó' Sidcaia.' 
al Carlota, md tbe al)' of Marcia. . 

That variety of pbenomena whieh the iaaie 
epMIemie nhibjh, acc:anI.iDg lo the di&reoce 
oC c1im.t .... the unioo oí pred.iapot.illg cauea, 
¡tt ,Iborter cir Jooger dunQon; aDd tho degree 
ofitt~. Ihould render UI u~l 
I;ircn,DI9«t iD trac:iElg lbe KIC2'et C&IUCS oí &he 
~ typhua. AIl eolighteDed abte~. ' 
M. BIilly •• 00. al tbe tioa of the viole.nt 
epj~ in l~ I.IId l8OS, ... -ehiefphyai. 
ciaD lo tIIe coIony of St Domingo, _d ",bo hM 
itudied:th&t dbeue in tho bIand of Cuba. tbe 
UDited. St.ates. ud Spain, thiok .. " that lhe' 
typhla i.s vuy orten, but oot -.1.", .. colit,gi.-
oio." • 



.. 
... die , ... ·imIt· .. ..s.1IICIb. .... 

, V ib I.. o..jnI. U. ... ot dejar ! 
iII thlt liuLi lnZl ... btn ex QFWUId. lb 

. tbIl eiV .. Cni. ..... at"qua,.or.hat& 
r¡f f"jle6NpbM In. plaCe .me.. .. tói1 • 
.. ti 9 I¡ tby. d I ' tu" (1{ " g 2 r",,¡ -.1 
wbeIw • mr Ilropt al .... al) &U ia 
lI'IIIIa 1M' -i8bt:. ' .... ~9 ~ ..... pni.. auc. .bd .re eiIIIed . . , ..... tiot ... __ , ._, 
6., pt niua ' t ofIaOIla1Nq¡ id 
...-J. ~ - m&..W¡ l:Mm. wiUI tM nnp­
_ al ~ 'l-n. al ah. "twhee 
n. _ b.. 110 buobo oa 1t'bi4h u.. .'i­
flifiaci I11III rliJMU-.u..per! 11p I bilt tbe 
~ ...... JDdl~ tothi .. 
towud (:&pe CodBn. lDIl ¡ II(1I_tty lo tbe 
...n..hrutl. ofI.a Gupa, ia~tremtl1\,nt mkh,. 
Últ ..... !.... putrid" ud blUeUI fevc'I oa.. 
~ tt lf~ &bd al c..nUeda f _ 
...... rr- ... toa. tM bi e ."binupt.­
CId .,. a.. ' 11 wiDd. tIMo liWII ..,. of Cotia 
..m Ul u b ded Widt. pqlrid.. 'ion. 
\OWanl 1M'" of La Gua,,,-~ 
iag tb, r.mpart '+psd by c.,..8WIao. . 

n..,..u- fino .. Ud tbe ~ ,omi1otue 
perieH-u, at tbe U-uah u¡d Vera Cru&­
.ben &ha DOrih wiPcIi Ws the c:old .ir rá 
CaaMia tu'u,ni!ha Qulr of M.~ Happi.ly 
\he IZIOrtality baI diminlal¡ed .na: lbe tnat... 
mw of thit epidemic hu been vaQed, aa::ord;. 
illg lo !he ~ it p~u in diff'ereot 

. I 



tan 1 ..... ., tht daI." lÑIIgtII bl t.IM .. 
.. htft beta better .tudied, ñkh ate recog~ 
--l?' ~flfbdl .. atiba Md of delW,. 
Iity. 1t _¡abe unjlbt lo d.ot*'~ 
.hit:h .. ne1r ..,.lA C/f lDoc:IiCÜM' U óbu,¡... 
lid ovw ta tIrrih.W """*'861 ,.u.o,p l 

~ pi thit 'UQ 1 ... ~ -"pcb '"' 
grá8 iD &Ir. CUldb'y. Ji. tWce Did PfIU1-
genen1l,. "tJ.t bpb,.a.-.ZIO'II'.ei;pIIiI. UJ.' 
COMIM bf '&ha ,tinsM ¡ •• aot6 w4dOl7 
.mane.- lhaa tb!y did fOl t'r. lnd t1My IJ.· 
aot Qft it bett8r; tbU ~ tbc ~ 
.... Wl '" die lII.o ... lr. takiDg DO ., nIIJIody 
tha. u Ufi¡$ioo. rIi ~ I ud t!»t in out 
da,.. am0f6.ctiv6 pllll:ÚlN t •• id hiro lo tbct' 

. pe ia • .re da.ct tDd. npaIitiowI man· 
o • .. :' 

1\iiI q.iDiDu .. not fOODdid ~ &n ~ 
'curé b_~ of "hit. ". done foñJ¡.,.-ly 
.. tbII W ... India ¡l ... Tht m)'t«II t( 

. . , Father ~...smc.ar daooutnt ... ·tJ.t i ... 
tbC begitlrtUlg of tb 18tJa ftrIiury t4, pb)'li-t 
claN oftl!, Weu lndiM c\id Dot. ~r Ihd llitk' 
lo die 10 IlatIquill,. ....... 16 be 1UppOIJIId.. 
nI)' did oot thn kiU by _ttieI. I»rk., 6Dd 
oplu",- rTIIploycd In toa bJgt ckeet, Ana tul," 

&eaIOlIably, but b1 &equ~t bl""'¡i. and tila: 
.bU. oC 'purgaliYa. no pbyliciiAI i.detd 
.eGlai .. ,,811 U'al'C ~f \.he e&<:b of tbrir 
~ettt, tblt th.y bad thc c.udoPr .. te pll.\" 

.. thomad.a &t tJ¡a ~ oft.be 8idt • .c.' 
l . " 



'" 
coinp.iüed al their ""t vili' by. coor- aod" 
a nowy." At p_t, in neat aDd _dI c:oo­
docted hoIpiUla, tMy ofteo IU~ in" mue. 
ing the nUlDbu ot death. lo eigbtem Of fift.een 
iD • hundred. &nd eYtD a ütt'l, 1-. But .bm_ tbe tick ate ero.ded ~tber. tbe 
mortalil,!,pcreuet f.o ooe.1Wf lJf evea lo th~ 

,qaarten. of whicb tbe Frettch UlIIY. in St Do.. 
JDingo a&rded ltlI u&IIIple iD 18Ot. . 

La Gu&yra ia ratber a roadatesd tJu.n • port.. 
'nIo KA ia COII.talIt1y a¡itat.ed. lUId thll abip' 
tu&r .t once by lbe action of !he .utd, the 
tide .')'1. íhl bad ancbor.ge. and lb" worm!; 
but tbil pon hu' lb, adn.otage of beiog 00.1, 
Jive ¡.,.uN from Cart.cu. 

La Guapa b • ha)' open lo .u wioda. ud 
'!I unaaf"e anehorage in rtormy wealher. ne 
_urge ¡. alICI"I'cry pnmleot bm, "hich. jOined 
lrith the wiDda, I*tributet gratly lo augmeat 
die inCOll.vtaieoclet óf tbo port. 'The depth of 
water doea DOt exCflld dgbt falhOIDl u th, dil.­

. tance oíODII quarter oCaleague mm the bea.cb. 
The !.diog iI consequeatly taitO iD witb djfti... 
cu!ty. ud the btigbt oC tbe •• eU pruenb ena· 
barking mula bere .. al N,'fI' ~ona and 
Porto c.bello. 'l'be Ifte MfJI.ttDes ud Ne. 
¡roa. who carry lb • . eataO 0 1\ ~ the lhips. 
ve ,daN Of filen oC vuy renurbble mutcUlar 
Itrengtb : Tbey go "p lo theit middlCII through 
lile water; I.bd .blt • well vort.hy oC atten­
tioo, they bav" nodling lo reir (rom tht ah:IC~ 



~l ' 

Wbich..,.1IO rnqutllt -jo thía t.tbow... But 
.th.t it .not _all: the AU"¡e actII 'wilh.the_ 
'ioLm .... lit lbe bcIttom U oa the.mrú.ce al' tbe 
W.tul by.hicIi..r~ tbe taIld bailag 1Itir. 
red up .-~ from lb, boUom. it carried 
aIoog by the Qlm!IQt. aa:d depoIited upoa the 
...a.on; till tbty.&nl jo ~ tbort time.lO.deepl, 
buried IlDoiUr it. tbat bdore tbe tlpiratioo of 

• a IQOtlIh ii is illl,..:ibll: f.o boiat them I they 
tithG' bcuk tM:ir eaH~ 01' are 1l00er thc De­
~~"~r al cuttiDg Ih~. To a,oid lbe crrtaiñ 

• TbIo r.c. _ ~.~ \IIat.hieIo .. ."... 
....... td. bet ...... tM 1t0flic:0 ... 1aI.i .. ltle!llJo .. e'- DE 
..,¡_Io lIu.t Ji .. jo oocidll r .. i~m <i', _key. ud 
1tr'KOOb1& ID 1M • '.0 ottt. Or-.c. ..... the ai_ 
.rA __ ., "J~."OId -",. ... ..0 Ih<m, 
....... --r .eII ihaI tMr __ 11, ___ la -Ia¡r 

~ .1lId1 ¡..&&bit ceNia lota-.lo r .blI. moakq. of Iho 
__ .,.., ....... ,111 ID tIuo ~"""'" ...... ti ...... di. J 
_ or np .bea doo7 bol 1lo_1Ho la lile ~.r . 
_ . n. .. ".1ÜI8I oI_,....m~L __ · ......... _ 
...,. • ..,¡ .. _ loo tM _: .1IiIo ~.r--. 

&UKI: .;u; ... _ iw'IpIoIit,. 1I '"""" N "aolc le 

upbUo Ike ~ 01 =00 .... hoblb, briba upece 
., Ihrir ...,-; •• '='~... n.. .. fU. ,ht '"'"' Dr 
1.& 0..,..,._ le r ......... -...loe- u.aonpIo. n..,. 
............ b· '.h!rotr.,Ilo.o ...... Oh '.o&h., 
_.i~ ... IIo.B.oc¡_ .. B.ape. _ .. e. 
_ ; .~ tbq r ..... 1O.u.d< ,...- • ...;..¡", ia 
!.be' pomo ot 1.& G ... p...t &mil. MarthL n. peo>pIt, 
.ho, ID' ",de< ID ....,Ur 1M nplalllld ... 01' ......... 01 ph ... 0_ ............ 1' _ .. le tQ 1NIfUI1_ ...... , 
tUl ia lIooIJ¡ pIo.c:a. bIobep ........ ~ lo d>o ...... 



.. 
ka whic::h wouId tl.ua be &.:umId. ~ 'ffllill 
• obre .! f.Q __ .ndw oooe ,..,. eicht"'''' 
1II0reoYel', the 1tOnnI, eit "...... r.rAp 
~ tbu iD ., ca.r pan. . . 
·na ~~ _ 'IJI.pt to .... I.. 

GATB 0011 • eiIi&.y JlQ't. ad U OIIG._ 
0111, • IhippillfJ pIKe for .!he ClpitcL '1M 
pMUr put eL tbB lIIarebut. el La GUJ'ft , 
are anl, tite iipltI oí .tboM of eu-., tÍ 
whicb tbe (QmUIr • but tite "'buf. All the • bo.oi'lIIl iJ doN .. c.n.c..' 1h .... )' 4* 1 ! 

goea lo La Guayn lo receiH the cargo .do 
dreued to hiD! frolD Earope, Of that whlc:b· he 
bu,,, ID eltber c&Je, .u tbe .rtidn receivrd 
011 cOmmUaiou. Of bou¡~t. are Mnt to ~ 
f.O be to1d. TbcnI nawÑll" lA. Gua)',. <mI, 
.ha!. the pon 000.u.1O.. All oonunoditie. are 
purdwed u "eU .. toId u CataCu. ud are 
lellt to 1.& 'Guarra 001, to be embarked. 

Tbc tIlnuaJ. UlOIIllt of the commUQII oC ~ 
pgrt, whicb ia the prioci~l OIMI of u.. pnwince. 
bu been .nri-·ted (111 F =rule ÚIDeI) f.o 
arUe lo the lUID of L.,",,~ i.p!he exporta. 
tion. ol cacao, iDdip, cottoo,. cofI'ee. ud ruda i 
ud lhe importatiou of Europeaa ud olhet 
soocb lo L611.700nerlin¡lD tM~period. 

111 foUo1riDg the gtIIlitic COfoIItof ú Guayt1l 
to",ud the ",en. _c find between thil port, 
wh1ch ¡. in Cad but IUI iD Ibtltered ro&WlA:w. 
ud that of Porto C.bel!" ..ven! indeutaliOlllll 
orthe land, ¡;Urniahiog uooleut anchor.se b 

I 
I 

I 



.. 
lIhip&. Suob _ tila amall b.,- of CJrtia, la 

• ~ PuPto 1, Crue. ~ SioDtp 'de 
Oc!ull*le, Turiamo. Barbunla •• nd PIIt .. 1Ii 11> 

All tIlne porlII. ,,¡fu the ~ceptioa fII that oC 
iIuJtRlnWt ñoId wfUc::. JllIÜtI &De ,elI:pott:H te 
J ..... , Kt _ f'rtqUIIUtcd 0IIIy by imaH 
coutilll vme .. wbicb att Jb'm ladaI 'Irith 
pl'OriJio. aud c.c..o ftom the tIIr:romK!arg 
pIM'st¡"" Tbe inhabitanta of Caracu, tboK 
at I_t.ho J:wve III~ exteDli" vi ..... red • 
srat mter.l in tb'o Ulchorqe uf Catia, to the 
wat.ofCape BI.nco. A nYine, knowa by tbe 
II&1II11 ofthe Quetrida de TIpe. deteendl!rolO 
rbe able-laad of Canoa towardJ Cad.. A 
d..mp hu loug'beeu fonned ofmaking'-Se 
goo load lhtoo¡¡h tbiI f'lvine, utd of abandone 
ing tb anclant l'OIId lo La Guay..., .hicb re­
KmbIet tbe pIIIIgfl Me!' St Gothard. Aecmd­
ing \o this pllll!. thu porto! Catia, eq-wly large 
lIIIIl ..re, wauld ~lace tIw of 1.. GuaIra. 
Unfortunatel,. bowevu, all !.bat ahore lo 1", 
...ro oí Cape Bbneo ~oo. witb mangt'OYea. 
,aDd ¡. atremely u.wea1thy. 

'Wben in Iba IC&IOII of the ¡veat beata we 
brathe the buming atmoepbu. of La Gw.yra, • 
ud tum OUl "eye!! ~rithemaun~ ,"", 
are Itroogly impzt#8d by the ida!. that. o.­
dirad dittance ofúVI 01 tU thouañd ~ • 
population of forty thOUllUld -u. II&eI'IIbled 
in • q,t'1'O'N vaUey, enjoya .JI the coolO(':ll of 
ipr\Dg of • temp"!üU~ which .t nigbt da-

• 



.. 
ce1kb 10 Ji' of lbe tea"" &hermometa'. 
ni- !leal' approacb of di&rent climatel 11· 
eommoo jn·the .ConiiIlm.," oltbe Anda. but 
evny.wbue. at M.xico. 111 Quito. in Peru, 
ud ~ Ne ... Oren...!', .. Icios'joumey mUlt be 
mide into lbc iDterior, eitber by U. pbiaa, OC" 

by p,.........Jing Up lbe ri.,-en. in oro. to ru.cb 
lbe grest. dtiet. ... Iücb ate the CIeIItta oí mi. 
Jiatioo. Tbe beigbt of Caracu ill:iut & thint 
of tbu ot M'Wco, Quito. aad ,Santa Fé- de 
&gota; yet. &IDOIIg all lbe ('Ipi,.h gf SpenPb 
Alncnca whicb ~joy • QOOI ud d"ic:ioul 
climate in the midat of &he \orrid 1OGe. Cancu 
ltandt De&rest to che CONt. Wbat. privilqre: 
to pcueta • _port.t three re.gua diltance. 
.nd to be .ituate.mong mountain. on .. table. 
·land which 1JQIJ.Id pRlduce "bato üthc culti. 
vation of the coIfee..tn:e 1I'tnt lIot prefernd ! 

Tbc roU froa1 La Guarra lO lbe nJley al 
Cuacu, iI infinitdyllDu tbua that &0111 HIlO­
da 10 &ata F~ OC" that from GUlylqW to 
Quito. It" even bpt iD bettet order tbt.u 
th. tnacllt ro-d, whida Ied (roll lb. port o( 
Vera Cruz lo Perotr. oc the euterD decliritl 
of!be motI.DWna of New SpaiD. Witb good 
PIula" it requirea.out tbree boun ti) ¡o {rom 
lbc port oC La Guapa lo Can.cu, and only 
1'11'0 bOllO to retum. Witb loaded multa. Ol 

QD .(oot, th, joumey iI (rom' (oue 10 livc hOWl. 

TIa, ro.d which. ler.dt frolQ lb. porJ. ' tu 
Caracu resemblea lb. p~ over lhe A,Ipt. 



" 
tbe road ni 8l Gothard, Ind oí !he Gtut St 
Bel'llanL Takill8' the level nf the road had 
oefer been .ttemptcd befare Humboldt'. am. 
val. in the province ofVeIlllZUtla. No precise 
idea hall eveo been fbrnled of the e1en.tion qf 

die WlIuy eL Caracu. It hall, indeed, been 
km! obIerVed, tfat the ducent wu mucb lees 
from La Cumbre lUId La.s Vueltu, whieh ia 

. tRe .Cu.llDiD&ting pOint "af the roa.d toward tbe 
Puton. at the entrllllC8 oI'the nI1ey 01' Caracaa, 
tban ~ the port of La Guayra; bul: the 
lnOUntaln oC Avü. baving .. 11fT! considerable 
bulk. the III)'c cuoot dUcover .t" tbe .me time 
die poiRta to be COO'Ipared. It i. cven ¡mpas­
lible to (orm • precise idea oi the cte.,tinD of 
c.z.acu ftOIIII tbe climatt! ni tbe valley. DIe 
Jir in it u 00d1ed by tbe deKenmog currentl, 
ud by tite fDgl which envelop !he lof\y lum_ 
mit ofthe Sin. during • grut part ofthe year. 
Humboldt Iwl often gane 00 root (rom La 
Oua,.ra 10 c.nu:u; lUId be .ketched • pro6Je 
of the n.:I. (OUDdt'd on twel.ve poinu, tbe 

heigba of .,hich "ere detetmined by hllrome­
trie m_rem«lCII.· 

• n.o ~ ... v.. to.r-1rir:aI ~_.-.l 
lhcLt • ..wlt, M !. . ¡, W<I, Ibomo. 156'. Lo. V.1a, 
• Ju¡e inD 011 !he nortb.no .. ot Lo. e ............ \he 
CUfO da Afila, bu. ~I ¡ tJ..rm. l~. El G_1_'0, o. 
ti>. Liw. V.Lo do la C .... bre, iSIl-S; tbenio. 18-7'. FOI't 
or 1.& C.clrlle til-5; Ihma. 1811'. V .. tt. Chlo:a do 
s.,," ~ ...... -S: tIoerao. ""., Nnr lile "rioIe: .t 

VOL, l. C 



'" 
Tbe NCel)t beJÍDI 'lritb • ridge el rocb az. 

tremelylteep. IIId ttatiou thu bear die naIIIe 
tIC Torrec¡'l!lf'N!d .. Curucuti. a.ad &.ho, 60 • 
larse iDa (La VUlU) bllilt at.u hnllnd toiHa 
above tbe 1ne1 al lb. ... n. deaonoin.Qon 
orthe &l'IIt T01(eriNIi ...... Che.. .. n taat. 
.. (elt iD·h • ...t¡ .... tanrdt r. Guyra. A. 
NftOa.ting beat "it re6tcUd by tlIe .&111 af 
rock, UId ttill lI)OI'I by eh. banal plaiu on 
whieb \be tranU. W. dowzl. On thi. r.:.d. 
u 011. that from Ver. Cn;z ID MeDc:o. _ 
wberewr OlIo • l'Ipid ckcUrit1 d!tI di_te 
~ tbe iDCJ'UM 01 mu.M:Ular lII.rezISlh ud 
lbe 1tQIItio. of lI'el,L.beilll tb.t '" GpUieqoe .. w. adVUlce into ,tz'at.a oi 0001.. airo ~ • 
.. lo Humboldt te. Itrikia¡ tD. thM: feeLio¡' 
of laDguo.. ud .eaIt .... .,bicb .. ile- oc U. 
fr;ame whea ". dmeDd toward tbo bQmiQ¡ 
plainl ofthe ~ . 

From Corucuti lo Salto lb.. .-::al!; u _e­
.. bu 1_ Iaborioua. n •• illdi .... oi lb. ru.d 

. coau;,buto ID reodu \be dedmty ._ ... in 
tb,old road. OVa' lI0u0l CeDIa. n.. hIp. or 
,&110, ia 1. c:reYice 1I'bich iI puad oc 11 draw-

S."'h ..... (J....haa.¡, ... 1 1 ..... 11M". I.MLkde 
, Vallo, befo ... .....m.c al; u.. c.o. r¡l t. a...,... "'1 : 

Ibrna.JH". n.c.-.lI.OII&, .. , MotI thono. 19'6". 
n.o C_·h_ 01 Co.-.cu, ,.\d .... dt lo. PUfO.., ... . 
SOloS! ,cb_. \6' •• , C ....... I lb. TriaIW, ....... . 
110&7. d>ena. a... ",. mullO ~ .. petIu.¡>o 
-.11M_Jede. 

• 

I , 



~. Bcal &riiticadona. ao.o thI &l,mam 
oC tbe lBOU.IItain, At v ... tM dr.mmometer 

, • DOClU '11'1* Ilt 19·"', ~beD Ilt La Guayn it 
kept up to !I&i'. 

< S\Jtc:e lb" p4Iriod when nntnh have Meo 
from ,tilDe 10 tim" admitted ÍlIto the porte Of 
tb" Sp'oioh CPloniea. ItnngerI bave·beeo more 
eaaiI, pemrluod 10 aeornd to ~ dwl lo 
Moxico. La Venta a1rady COjoyll101Ptl cele.­
brity ÍlI Ewvpc _ in the U.olted.st.1a (or tho 
ba.uty" of ita _oey. ThiI tpot dos indeed, 
.ben tb, clouda permito preteat. ct¡!Iificent 
We'll' of !he ._ ud. tbe aei¡bboDring coMtll 
You o.iNwu u ~ of more tbm twenty. 
t.wo loagu. radiat ¡ :tiIIe 1rb~ IIIJd buten Jhore 
adieett • d. rng _ oflia:lI.t¡ and you._u 
your feat Capo: lIluco, tbe viLlage of Maique­
tia with it8 coc:oa ti"-, r.. GUl.yn. and the 
n.tolt . tbat ater the port. But tlW vielr ;. 
&1; _ atrMwd.iDary ..n.n !he aJcy ¡. not _ 

_ • _ WiDt oidoada, etrongly illuminod Da. 

\lJeir,úpPu·mrr.ce. __ p1"Ojeoted like.to.no, 
ielapdll ~ ·the "lIface.oc the oc.a. Strataof 
YApour, boyeriug al cli&rent hoigb.ta, tben furm 
intermediuy. 1p8Ctf between the ¡:ye 'uel thc 
~ regioDl. F.tom an i111l11ioo eaAIy u­
plail:led, tbey eolarge the Icene, &.lid render it 
more IOlemn, Treo. ud d'll'elliaga ditcovu 
thelllM:lveII from time to time tbrough , the 
openill8" whicb lIe len by !he cloudJ driyen 
on by the wintb, .nd roJliog oyer one another. 
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Objecta tbeu appear al lo ¡reater depth thm 
when leen througb .. purt aod unifOl'lnly"",pe 
airo 00 the declivity nf tba moUIltain. oC: 
Me:lico, .t lbe ..me hcight. (bet_eell La. 
T ...... cu and Xal.p .. ), the lea ÍJ It twelve 
lea¡uel dilWK:e, and tM vit'W' nf lbe 00Nt iI 
confuaed; ... hile OD the road !Toen La Gu.yrr. 
10 eanca. '1ft tomlD&lld lbe p1.ain. (the tierra 
aliente) .. froto tbe top of .. to.u. 

Humboldt det.enni~ by ditect obMtntioo. 
the latitud, of I.. Venta. lo !loable hiaaself lo 

give .. more precile idea oC the diatauce of the 
c;outa. 'IlIe Iatitudc ia 10" $Y 9"'. Ita longi­
tude appeared to him by lbe ebro_tu­
nmrly 2" '7" .. eat Df ths towo of Caracaa. 
From tbc Venta, c.lled alao Venta Onmde, to 
diatinguUh it mm three or rOUt amall ioru tben 
eatabllabed akmg lbe rc.d, tbere ~ fIiIl an .... 
cént of ODe bundted .od Iift., toitet 10 reacb 
Guayavo. nu, iI OUT!, tbo m~t loft1 poiDf 
of the "y. H .. mboldt curied th, buometer 
.tiIJ r...ther, .. little Ilbovc La Cumbret io lile 
lilde ron oC La Cuchill&. Being witbout lo 

~ (rOl" duriog five yu", he had De\'tr 

oteded óne, but aL the morqeot of di.embaTk. 
ing), be """ nearly arreated by .. poI! of artil. 
lerymen. To calm the _ngel nf thae old .al. 
diera, he transl.ted rOl' thCll1 ¡nto <Mtilian varu 

• Tbo oJlit~d ... or che 'UD, _ lUeb b. _ k O. Ib.!CUo 
of Ju .. ..,. 1800, ......... ., BU,. ~ ... "idioL 

t The lop,.,.. ."",..!r. 

• 



the numbu of ten- tbeir poR wu &boYe the 
leveI ofthe -. Thi. -.emed. however. LO in. 
tereet them little; NId he owlld. hia liherty 
80IeIy to an Andalllliao, wbo became very trae­
table whcn he toId him. that the moontWu oí 
hilcountry, the Sierra Nevad&ofGreruoda. "ere 
fa1" mote lofty than all the mountainl in tbe pro. 
-vioce el Cancu. 

.. Wbeo 1 P'''ed. "'11' Humboldt, (or the ÚBt 

time that tlbJe.1and on m, way lo the capital 
ofVenezuela, ((OUlId.evera.l travelleJa ueem· 
bled round the little ¡no ofGo .. yavo to rat their 
mules. They ",ere iobabitanb of Ce.racN, and 
were diIIputing on !be eIforta to"'lrds indepen­
denCil "hieh bad been made I mort time be­
fote. Jot<eph E.pa;da had pcrisblld. 00 the &e;af. 
fold; and hiI -.rife groaDCd in I priaon. becauH 
ahe Iwl. giveu an ..,-Ium tu her blUbaod whm 
I fugitive. aDd Iwl. oot deoouneed him lo th. 
govemmenL 1 ... IItruck w¡th the agitation 
",hich pr-ailed iD every minI!. and the bitter. 
neu with whi.eh questiool ",ere debtted on 
,.,hi¿h meo of the laI"Ile country ought not to 
havo dilfcred in opinioo. While they deacant­
ed on tbe haued o( !he }fulattoe. againlt tha 
free Negroe. and White:l, on the ",e.lth ofthe 
monb, and!he ~eu1ty oí holding alaVD.m 
obedience, a coId wiod, that.cemed lo descend 
from. the lo&y l ummit oí lbe Silla o( CaTaCU, 
enveloped. u. in a thick fog, and put In end 
lo thi, animated cÓDvenation. We IKIUgbt for 



70 

.helter in tbe Veata del O.yavo. Wben 11'1 _ 

tued tb ¡M. ao Wd lISaIl, ",bo bad ~ wilA 
tke· mOlt calInneN, ' rtminded • otilen bo ... 
wpl'Qdnt it .... iD. tt- of uou"";'rion Oh • 

th mounWn u .elh,.m tbe cit,. lO ~ 
io poütica1 cIiJc:uaIioDa. 1'beIe"orda, IIttered 
iu, • rpot" of 10 wild ao upi:!et. made • Ji"", ... 
preuioD 011 m1 mind; .bich .... oftn.~­
ed duriDg Out joumeyt in lbe &Ida m New 
Gr-ada and Peru. In Europe, .where IlItioO. 
decide tbat quarreJ. in lbe plallll, .. , cltnIb 
tbe DIOIIIltaiIH in leal'Cb of IOIitude aDd liherty. 
ID the New World" the Cordille~ UfI inhabit. 
ed lO tite height of twell'tl thouaud feet i apd 
thither men caR}' with tbem tbdr 'poIitical di.. 1eIlIi._ 'Dld Ihm ll.tt1e .d·bat.efu1 paaioa .. 
Gaming-houae. are ett:abn.hed oa the ridp of 
tbe AJidea, riemver tbe diIco ... ery oi mina lw 
W totbe{ouadlltion orto.DI; lIDdin tboaeYUI. 
JOGtud,ea, abnOlt aboft die ntPon of tbe cIotxIa, 
iD tbé "mida! oi objeetl fitted ' te elev.tt tbe 
thou¡bta, the Deft oC • decora.tioo or. title 
ndUMd by lile cou.rt. oh ditturbt the happi. 
DmI of familiea. 

.. Wbethe.- 911 gaze oa lb, dilb.o.t bori.wn of 
&he lea, or direct our looki 10 tbe ..,.,th-.t 
lO.,...-d that ternted ridge of roclr.. which 
-.nI to UDM tbe Cumbre lod the ·SilI .. 
thougb ~ from tbem by the ". .. ine 
(quebrada) of Toeume, every.wbere""lI .dmire 
tbt graDd charactet of the' Iancbc.pe. Ftool 
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G, .. y.vo "e prooeed rOl" half .n bour Oft!' 11 

ámooth tabI .. Ud COTered with alpine planta. 
Thia pt.rt of thll _" OD &CCDGUt ofill 1rindill8'> 
ÜI cal.led x.... Vuelta&. We B.nd, .liuJe higher 
"'p. lhe barracb or lDIfI;"'ioCII of liour ",hich 
.. ere cowtruc:t.d hylbe Guipuzcoa CompaD1. 
;.. .. .pot. of cooI telllperUUre. .. líen tbol .bad t" II'J:daaivfI niooopoly oC the tRdc or CAracas." 
&lid ltI'pplJiD8:-¡t with pr'O"Woo. ()Q the ro.d. 
w x... Vuelta, . e _ ror the first tilDe tbe. 
apital.taodinr three hund~d toiIes belo .. , in 
lo nlley luxuriaotl, plantecl ,,¡lb cotl'Ce &I'Id 
European ñuit treet. Travel*, art_ ...... ·otom; 
ed lo Itop Dea:r .. ú.De ~, hon hy lhe 
umc of Puente de Suchorquiz, that detceDd. 
from the Sierra 00 uopin, IItn.ta oC peiM. 1 
fOllDd. itl terllpeTature 16.40°, wbkh, for 8U 
'elentiou of _el:! bundn:d .nd t_enty.aiJ: 
laUea, ia .. cooaidttahLe coomeD j .od it . ould 
JiPPW" atíU grq,t., to~ ",bo drink ib limo 
pUl .. aUlr. if, m.tead oC phing out betweea 
u Cumbn aad thll temperatll valley oC C.ra. 
CM, it ~ fwod oa tbe deICrnt t.oward L4 
Gu.yn. · DIIt 1 bave obterved, tlu:t al this 
da"! H OD the oortI:Itm .de of th, IlWUOWO, 
\1M rock, by &D uo.COOlllloo uception itJ thu 
coL&atry. don not dj,p to o. oortJ¡.wat. hut lo 
dte lO"tb_t. ",hidt pte'fenu tbc .. hierra­
IlIIOUI WIIten from fonning Ipri01P tbue." 
. Weoontmueto detOend IfoID the Im.tI .... vin!! 
of SanchoTquiz lo La Cnll de La Guayta_ 



Cf'OII& erected un &11 open apot. liJ. huodud &lid 
thirty-two tOOIee high. a.od thence (enteriog by 
the eustom-houlC a.od !he quarter of the Pu­
ton.) to tbe aty of Cancu. 

Car.cu il .itlate io 10' 50' 1.5" oorth '1..0: 
tude. a.od 67' ~ "'" weat longitu4e. Tho towu 
is _ted al the eotraDro of tbe plain ol.ChlC»O, 
which eJ;unds three leaguea eaat towaro. CAu­
rimare and tbe Cuesta de AU11.1J1 .... od whiclJ 
iI two lcagues aud • half in breadth. nia 
plain, through whid ruDl tbe Rio Guarra. ia 
tour buodred .nd fOUlUÓ toiM!. io height 
above tbe levd of the Jea. 

n e grouod wbich tbe to1lfll of c.nca. oc­
cupies is uneven, &lid bu • lteep dope from 
NNW to SSE. 

In arder to fOml &11 ezact idea of the litua­
tioo of Car:Icu. we mu,t rooollect tbe general 
diapositioo of tbe mountailU of tbe COIIt. J.!?d 
the greal Joogitudioal vallo)". by whicb tboy 
are tnvneed. 

"The river Guayr. rius jo the pup of 
primitivo mouOWID of Higuerot&, .bic.b R p&­
mea lbe valley of Cuacu from that of An¡uL 
It ia fontlw near Lu Ajunta by tbe ju.nctioD 
of the little rive .. of San Pedro and ~. 
and TUlU til'$t 10 lbe eaJt u fu ... tbe Cuesta of 
Auylm .... and then lo the 10Uth to unite itll 
'Waten with Rio Tuy boJow Yare. TIlO Rio 
Tuy ¡, tile ooly cousiderable ri\'er iD the north_ 
cm and mounwnolU put uf the province. Il 

I 
! 



" fGIkrn ,.warl1 lbe directioIl ftom weat lo tut. 
rOl' tIIirty leIipeI iD • waigbt line, mOft than 
~ quarten of lI'hidl are nll'igahle. By 
barometiical _UfOIDfIlb Humboldt fuond 
tIu! alope of tbe Tuy (01' thb Iength, &om tbe 
plantatiou of MllIteroIa, al tbe foot of tbe high 
JnOIlDbIiD.otCocu,sa. Y tut from Victoria, lo 
ib llloutb. _t of Cape Code,., NO btllldred 
ud niDety.6ve toitea. 'l'bi. river form .. in Ihe 
cb&in oftbe lXIMt, .lrJnd oflOllgib.ldinall'alley. 
while tbe nten of'!he Llanos, or of &ve.ai'l:Ih. 
ofthe provim:e oC ~ foUo .. lbe Ilope of 
lbe lau.d toward the 1OUtb, IlId joIn tbe Ori. 
JIOOO,. Thi. bydrognpbic .ketch may throw 
.ame IIgbt OD tbe natunl teudtncr ol the iDha.­
bi&anb of tbe _ provmce, lo e.port their 
prod~nl by di1I9teot ro.da. . 

Ir !be .. .nsy of Cuac:aa be onl,. • 1.w.I 
bnneh of tluIt of lbe Tuy. lb .. two valle,.. 
.til1 remdn para1W dunag I00III0 time. "'nIey 
are ~ed by hilIy ground. which "0 cro511 
iD. pog frorn ear.cu ro tbe high .VlnnaJu of 
OcumlU"e. pa.mg by Le Valle and Salamanca.. 
Thse uvann.aha themeelvu are beyond tllle 
Tu,; II'Id tbe valIey of tbe Tuy being. great . 
de&l. Iower tban lbat of Caracu, tbe de.ceot is 
a1moat conetantly mm nortb to IOUtb. ID the 
Ame minnet .. Cape-COOera, the Silla, the 
Cerro de AviI. betWllto Caracu lud 1.& Gu ... 
yn, and the mountain. of M llriara, conmlute 
tbe 1l'I0II1 nonhem .nd ele~ted "nge of the 



" 
DIOU'Ob;p' of tbe cout: the _DWtu of Pe. 
IlaIlUÍ1eo Oewaare. ~ ...,d ti. -Vil.!. dD 
Cura,. (ona. t.be moet lMUtb.em rmp. 'Ibe 
geoenJ dinK:tioD of Ibe RrMa compoiing tbiI 
vMt chain of the (:ONt ;. from IOUtb ... lllt lo 

D~ ud their clip iI uacWl, towwd tbe 
DOJ1h,.W1IIt. . Hmce it follO'n, tb., the·dIreo. 
tion rJ the prill:wbe .tn:t. MI iDUpendent « 
tila' afthe ",hola c:haW. 

It ia to be regretted ~t tbe towD ~ c.r.. 
c:u ".. Dot bu.ilt &rtber 10 the tat. bemr tilo 
tlGtrance of tbe ADUleo ¡'Oto the Gu.JTJo 011 

ibat Ipot tI_ Cbac.o .. here tho -vaIleylridem 
into lUl e:lteative pWo. wbich __ lo han 
been le.-eUe4 by !he Ibode of the 11' .... 

Diego de Lou.d .. "aeu he fouaded the town. 
foUowed DO doubt tbe traoeI oC the fin! ... 
bliahmeDt mide by Fuardo. • The ·SpaoWde, 
11: that time attncted by tbe repl,lf4!.iop of tbe 
goId mi.- of Lo. TIlqUM and &ruta. "tlI'I 
IlOtlet muten oftbe ,..boIe ~1. md p.rel«­
red ~Ili.ag Deu the ro&d _bich Ied te the 
oout. lbe 1Ow'D of Quito i l sjmjJv!, built in 
tbe n~ and mo.t uoevm pW. of. ~y 
betweeo hl'u fine plaittt-Twup&IQba. and 
Rumipamba, uf .. hich gn.t .dnnap Oligbt 
have been tI.kea, hr.d W, Mcieat Indi,n habi. 
Ubonl beeIl ahandblled. 

1118 deacent 1. cootiow from the cuttom. 
house oftbll Puton, by lile aquue of Trinid.tcl 
and the ~ Major. 10 Sant. RoMIi. and lbe 
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Rio Guapa. Huraboldt fouDd, by bvometri. 
al. ~ta, "lbat the ClIIIDQI.hOUJe· ... 
thirty toieet lIbeTe the IIqDIU'8 ofTrioi.dad,lltv "hich be-,..de hiI" utToOol!lical obJ,ouv.tiQII,; 
tbi:I "lPate. eigbt toüs 'hi8her tht.n lba pe.v&­
ment of tite c.tbHnJ. ia lb, greu Wloue ¡ 
aDd the gtUt 1q1W'l thlr1y-two ~ above tbe 
Rio Guynat La Noria. 'I'hiI declirit1 oItbe 
grouod does oot prevent c:aniI¡eI from goh,! 
JIbclIt 1M totm ¡ but lbe ¡nh-bi"l " malte liUla 
",Ie f!Ii tMm; 
. ·n,ret ..n ri"", de6cending from tbe 
1D000aWnl; tbe Ahauco, tila Catucbo, .00. the 
(AnguIla, ctoII the town from DOI1b tQ IIOIJth: 
their b&nb are very higb, 1.Od, with lbe dritd. 
up I'Io.i_ whieh join thOIll furro1fing lbe 
grouad, mniod tba bavell« oC tbe (.mOD' 
Guaico. of Quito, being cm]y cm & lIIIalIer 
.,.¡. 

TIte uraall estot 01 the nlley, ud the 
~ty·of thI! high .IOOWIWU of Avila. &lid 
the Si"-. give. g\ool'l11 aod 'Iem ebaractu lo 

tite ~ of Car.cu. pmicul .... y in that 
part of tbe yea/' wbeo the cooIeIt lemptntIJU! 

.~aile-i.lI ·tbe lIIOatN o{ NO'lrIllMr and De­
'oember. · Tbe. IIIQruillgs .re lhan VUf <fine I 
.nd OD • clea:r ud Iel"llOe Iky Wf! perceite 
thc titO doma or rouoded p'I'Iomid. of lha 
Silla, and the Cnl8IJJ ridge ~f lbe Cerro de 
A"riIL But to .... rd lha evening Ihe atmoa­
phere thieken.; Ihe mount.ain. are coverrd ; 



" rtre.ml of v_pour cling -to thcir ever-green 
alopes, and Rem to divide them ioto ~Jlet 
one" above another. TIlese zouea are gradually 
blended together: lbe cold ,ir _hieh d~IiDIb 
(rom Ibe SiU. accumulltea iD. the VIller, aod 
condense!! the ligbl VlpoUI'll into large Heecy 
cloodJ: Tbese olten dcscend beloW' the"CToM 
orLa Guayra. aod advance, gliding on the sOiJ, 
tooro the rutara 'of lbe Ca.raca!J .... d tb8 ad­
jacont quarter o(Trinidad. "Al lbe vie'" uf 
this misty sky, 53.y1 Humboldt, 1 could lICU'C'eo 

Ir think myse!f in on'e af the tempenr.te valley' 
ef lbe torrid zone ¡ bul rather in the north of 
Oermany. ameng Ihe pines and \he larcha 
ovl!rshadowiog the mountains ortbe Hartz." 

But tbis gloomy Bod roClancholy IIIlpect, this 
contl'lll!t between tbe cleameM uf thc moroiog 
snd lhe cloudy aky ofthe eveniog, are not oh­
~erved in thc mida! of lummer. Thc nighu of 
June and Jul,. are de.ar Rnd delicio\U- no 
atm~phere then preservca, almud without in. 
terruption. lha! puntr and tnD'parency ""hieh 
are pe<:uliar tó table.!aod&, aud al! elevated 
valle"a, io calm wather, and ao long 111 the 
wintU do not mílt . mta of -.ir of unequ.:I tem. 
~rlture. Thi.!. il the season for cnjoying all 
the beauty of the lanllt:cape. 

The two r(IIInded lummits of the Silla- .re 

• Hllmbolch toud<i ., lile "'1""" ol TTi.oiol.d &he .,po' 
r ... ' bcigbt of lile Sillo U· Ii' '9'''. It ..... abo", tour 
Ibowl nd b. ),.nd,od 'oi, .. diOl.." . 

I 

.. 
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bebeld .t Caneas almOlt uDdec &he l&IQe ao.. 
8~ or e1entioD ... th Peak ol Tellerilie .t 
the port of Ototava. Tbo fint hrJf oC the 
OlOUIlWD U eovued. 1Irith lhort gt'UII. tb ... 
• IUX r d' tbe _ of evU.greel;l trea. which 
reSeca lo puzple light at th.e tetton wheli tU 
befaria. tbe alpine roN tno or oquinoctial 
Amenea, ia iD b101_. The IOd.:y mm,. rile 
above tbiI ZDIIe iD the fOrtD oC "oody domes. 
Dt.titute oC ftgtt&tion, lbey iucreue by tbe 
medoen of their surface the Ippareo.t heigbt 
of i. IDOUlltaiD ... bicll in. leG:Iperate Europe 
would 5C&fc:dy eoter OD the limil oí perpeturJ. 
IDO'R. The cultinted ctgion of the valley, 
ud the Pl1ieL.:b oC ~ Petare, aod La 
Vega. form Il1o a¡reeable eontrut lo tbe ¡ID.,. 
ing aapect of tbe Silla. and tbe great heaYioga 
ofthe.grouod on tbe uorth or the town. 

'lbe "lim.te or Catacu bu ofteu bec:n ca1led 
.. perpUuallpriog. ThiI iI fooM erery_wbem 
.11tJf. .. ,. up tbe Cordilleru oC eqllinoctial Ame. 
tic. bet.een four bundted awl. nioe hundnd 
toiIet oC eJevatiOll, ucl_ the ¡¡reat b~th of 
tbe vallq. joioed lo &D arid lOil, caUJet aa u. 
traDrdill&l)' iDtenaity' of f&diant cal0r1c. What 
indeed caD : .. e imagine more deligbtful thao lo 

temperatUre. .. hieh iD lbe da, keepl behreen 
iO". aod ió"t ud at lIight bet1l'eeD 16' ud 
lS' ,t .. hich.iJ tiiually &'.ouñ.ble to the "Ian_ 

, 
• A. al C&rI.bar ud lb ...... in CWldiAamu ••. 
t ~ .. _ 16' ano!. 20"8' .... 1UIl. 

f Belwffto Ji..- ...,¡ lW Rn~II . 



,. 
taln (ce.m.'ri), dae ~ uee. the adIiIe 
uee. . tbI appJ.. !he apricot, ud cm.? .A 11&­

tioaal wm. compvee &he a .... rion ,ofCaPlall 
lo da_... 1:ia1 pllndiM, ud Iecqpñ:,.. iII. 
dae An·eco aad. .the neighbouril:ts 1IIIii.6Oti, the 
bu- riven gfthe Gudeo ofEdeo. 
. It iI lo be rc¡g.etted tbat IUcb. temperat. 
di-'''' u .-.lly .ioct!ClrtMt ud nn.bIe.. 
The inhabitaota uf c.c.cu COlDplaia al baviDg 
MVUIIl pe.,....,. in the II&mCl da,; ud of tbe' 
npid .ehaose €roen 001 ..... lo ·oofher. la 
tbe mocth of JUHWY. lar ialtaoce, • uight 01 
wlW:h tbe _ teCDperatwe a 16'". foJ.lowed 
by •• ,9'- tbe tbetmomet.er, dwiog eipt 
lUCoeM.l'lC boun,. keepllbove a' iD die Ihade. 
In tba .une day, "" Da.d. dwJ tempaúlu'e of 
~. ud 18', TheIe oacillatiorll are uuemcly 
comman iD OUt IeIIIIptnte dimate of Europe, 
bit. uader &he tonid zooe, t.be Europeam 
tbemeelvea _ MI &OOtIet01Ped lo the uoiform 
aetion uf _ ut.ricN' 1timuJaa. tbat they ndJ' ... 
Íl'ouu cbao¡o 01 ~ r.: 6' , A.t. 0..­
.zawa. &lid every.,bere iD the pWna, tho tem.. 
pEratw"e, {rom 11 in the mOl'1lUlg Iill Il at 
night, (,bUl,a oaly 2' or S' , 

o Mo!'t'CW(If, tbae v.iatiou- -ct oa th. hUID_ 
.{ratItO al e- flU:" violOlltly lb_ could be 
IUppoeod frota. the IlUlre iodicatiOll1 of tbe tber. 
_eter. In tim narrow vaUey, tbe atm~ 
pboie iI iD lOme &!In. ba1aoced between two 
winlÚ-one whlch comes from the weat Uf tbe 



In .ido, ud tbe othe:r (rom. !he eut IK the 
in1.nd OOllDby. Tbe lint ia kllown b1 the 
~ of the ",iDd uf c.w, becan .. it bIon 
mm c"tia to the .. estof c..pe BIaoc:o, througb 
tbenvineof'lipe. ThewiDdolCaüt.huoul1' 
&he appearanoe uf • 1I'stem lrirId l· it ·1. oftcmer 
&he b_ f1f tbe eut &lid. tIOJ"th..eaat. ...-hich 
nuhiDg.wilh atreme impeblotlty ingul& kIodf 
U. !be Quebrada de Tipe. Rdected by the 
hish mowrtaint oC Agau Ne:gu. un. 'Iri1KI. 
p . Uf' m-rd c.r- b1 ti. lide of tbe 
HOIpital ,. tbe Capuehl!lll, ,lid the Rio e­
guilla. It iI lu.de:d witb bumidity, ",hiela it 
depositl as le. ten¡peratunI dec:reMet; aDd CODo 

.equeotl1 the lummlt ar Silla iI wnpped ill 
cloudl "hn the Catia blo," in tbe l'aUey. 
nie wiDd ia dtuded by the inbabitatrta of 
Carecu: it 0_ head&ch. 10 thoIe penoo. 
",bote oertOUl '11\e111 it irritable. Humboldt 
":JI, .. 1 have kncnrn lOme, .hu, in omer to 

abWl ¡ti eIfeda. .but themteln. up in tbe:ir 
bca u people do In Iwy1Pbm !he tirocm 
bina. 1 tboup 1 hMl ptreeiftd dW'il:lg 1111 
1lta1 . .... c..:.c.... tbat tbe .¡lId of Catia ... 
pUra" ,aJittle rieber lD aygeo) !han die wind. 
uf Petare. 1 nm irn&¡iDed, thal ¡ti purity 
mi.ght expWn ¡ti e:a:citing f"IPVt1. But!he· 
IOSlII 1 employed dcserved Iittle eonfideoce. 
Tbe wind of Petan! colDillglToOl the eQt and 
lIOulh_t. by !he e:utem utTemity of !he 

• 
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valle,. of La Gu.yra, bringI from the mOOG­

. tato. and inte.rior of the country. & driu air, 
whicb diaaipf.ta tbe dOlIda, aRd the lummirof 
tbe.silla n.e. iD all itl beauty." 

We kno'lf that lbe modi6eatioo. brought by 
tbe _inda in tbe compolition oC lbe air, in 
vvioua pltcCI entirely elCt.pe 01.1' eodiometri. 
cal experimellts, tbe moer. enct oC whlch caa 
estim.te ooly u far u 01)()3° of oiygen. Che­
lO.Wry doe- uot yet pouea &111 meam of di... 
tlngui.thiog two jan 6lled, óne witb !he sir oC 
!he Si.roa:o or the Catia, and tbe otber bef'ore 
the.e winda ate felt. .. It appean lo me pro­
bable, Aya Humboldt, tlat the Nngulat etrectl . 
oC !be Catia, and uf • .11 thONl CUTTentl: oC &ir lo 

tbe illRuence of which popular opillion attrl­
butelllO much importance, mUlt be"loolr:ed far 
ratber .in tbe changea of humidity and of temo 

pera.ture, th.an in chemiClll modific.riooa. We 
need not bave recoune lO mWmata broogbt lo 
c:..r.c.. from th" unhet.ltlly . hore on the cout: 
it may be l!II8ily COIl~ived, th&t mm MlCU .. 
loIned tD the drier sr oC the mountains &lid tbc 
iDterior, mUlt be disagreeably aBl:cted ,.heta 
the very humid &ir of.the sea, pfe5Jed througli 
tbe Gap of Tipe. lftChel i.b an uccnding curo 

. rent tbe bigh valley oC <Nacas, aDd getting 
rooler by il3 dilatation, and by ita eootAct with 
the ailj&cellt atrata, deposita; a great portioo oC 
lbe "ate!' it COfItains. Thi. inconn.ncy of 
climite, theae IOmewbat rapid traoaitioll5 fmm 
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.. dry &lid tlUSparent &ir to air hull1id ud 
miaty. are iDCODveoiellcles ... hicb Caracu lIban:I 
in COIDIDOD with !be whol.e &empente rqioD,of . 
the tropica, .ith a1l lbe p1acs lil:u4te bctweeD 
four and ei¡ht huadred toUeI of dev .. tioo, either 
OII. table-laDda of .mall cxtent. or on the Ilope 
of lbe Cordü1eru, u at XI"P- in Mexk:o and 
GII·dnu in Omdinlmlrca, A serenity uniD­

l.em.ipted ~DI''' great part ot tbe yeu preo 
vail. only in lbe lo .. ~ at the ¡uel of &he 
.ea. IJId &t eouaidenble heighb on thoee 'Yut 

tabloJa¡¡da .. ben: tbe unifomuadiatioo of the 
lOil .eema to COIltribuUI lo the peñect diMoIu­
tioa of vlllieu1u vapoun. Tho intennediate 
U)Ile u M tbe I&D1C heigbt al the fint ttz'ata oí 
cloudl that lunound thc IIIrfaco ol the eaztb. 
ud tbe djme'. of thia -. tbe tempen.lure 
of W;hich ia 10 mildo u eMeIItWJy milty and 
variable." 

Notwithsta.odiDg tbe elevatiou oC , lbe Ip;ot. 
!be .1r.y 11 genfiallylea blue at Caracu duln 
at CUIDan&. Tbo aqueow v-.pow' iJ leH .. per_ 
fectl.y diAol'l'ed; .ud bere, ... in OlU ~ta. 
.. greater diJruaiotl oí ligbt dimin¡.bet tbe iaten. 
aUy ol mI! &I!rial colour, by iD!roducing _hite 
into the blue or the airo ThiI inWlli.ty. 
mcamred with the.c:y&IIometuolSauaaure, ... 
fowul froQ1 November 10 JanlW)' geoera1ly 
18', never .bove toD

, Oa lbe coutl, it lVQ 

from ti' lo 15' . Humboldt ntIUIrked in tbe 

villilge of C'r.c&!I, .~ Ihe w.ind., DI Pet,ull: 
VOL. l. W _ 
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wmetimee cootributel aingularly lo give apile 
tint lo the celestial VJult. .. On the tid of 
Jwuuy the bluo of lbll uy, .. ,.. Humboldt. 
_ al. nooa in the zenith feebler tIun 1 eTU 

.. " it in the torrid zone. It c:onuponded 
0111, to Ir of tho cyllDometer. 1110 atino&­
phere ..... tben rem.arbbly u.ntpateot. 1rith. 
out dondl, alld of extnordina". drynea. The 
moment the .. ¡nd of Petare c:used, the blue 
c::oJour ro&e 11 the zeOllh .. bip .. 16-, 1 
have often obllerved .t Ka, but in .. tmaller 
degree. • ~millr dfect al the lI'ind 00 tbe 
ooIour of tite wnnl!llt U::y." 

We bM;ro¡r 1_ euctJ,. the JI1eu1 tempenture 
of Canc:u, thaD th .. t Of &ata JJ~ de Bogota 
ud Di Huico. 1t cannot, however, be very 
dutant &om tweoty or twenty.t1Jo degr-eet. 
Humboldt found bybb Obterv.tiOOI dunag the 
three 'ver¡ eool roOlltN of November, Decem­
ber, and January, taking each day the mui­
IQUID lIDd minimum oC the tempetature, tbat 

the beighta wel'e iO't-, iO'l-, S!O"r. No .... , 
{roro tbe Icnowledge 11'11 h.~ IcqOired oC tb (l 
dlttributioa oC beat in the dilferent leI'cm., 
and .t ~nt e1evationl above tbe le"el of 
tbe ees, we can deduce ... ithin • certam apo 
prorimatioo, fl'Om the meao. oC • fe ... moothJ, 
th,t of tbe "'0010 year, .ITDOIt. in tbe .. me 
JIllIDoer u ... e determine the meridiao a1t.lbide 
oC • atar by elevatlOlU meuured out oC tbe 
meridiaa. ';('he follo~.the coneideI'ltioD' 



.. 
OQ .. bieb are Jimoded thc ruulc.. adopted by 
Humboldt: At&!úa F~ de,Bogot-. -tho_lb 
of huuary. acoordia¡ to M. DUla, di8'cn ftolll. 
lbe ~ al the 'lV ouly 0"2', At Me:li.co, 
~err tlQI'" tbt: tecDpent.e wne. the d.i&teace 
"""""' • mas;"'. of S' . At á Guayo. 
l1e&1" c.racu. the coldeIt IDOIItb dl&n from 
de ........ ! .un ".g', but iC the .,. of a 
Guapa (uwl that of CIti&) riJoI_n.- in 
wiDber by the Quebrada de Tipe to the higb 
valle, of ear.c::u. 1&1a nUey doa. not Iai fe­
Cflive. duriolJ • ¡tUl part- ol tbe 1"", lbe 
'lrind:l of tbe __ 1OIrtb..aat oollli.-.g hom 
Qw.riJIwe .nd the Inlud eouMry. We btove . 
Jwued by lIIitect obtavatiOlll, that at La 
G¡apa aod Catacu, tilo ooIdeat mootha are 
23':2" ud iO'l ' . nao di8ieruca exp~ • 
dca.zlut of be.t, "bich. iD tbe valIey oC 
C'Macu. ia de ámultane- etrect of tbe beigbt 
crf tJ.e lituatlou (01' of tbe dill1tatiou. of tilo air 
iD tha ...... ruliBg c:umot), Mwl oC tbe conBict 
betweeD the willdl of Catia ud Petare. 

AeeordiDg lo almall OUllber of obaervati.oaa 
...te iD tbe COWM oC Wee.yean. partir 11 
eu.c.. aod pertly at Cbacao, ver, De&!" the 
capital. tbia pbilOlOphu perceived. that. the 
cm&igrade thermOClleter bpt i.Q 1&e ooId _ 
---to Novaabu and December, genualI,.' 

• AceonIio. lo u.. oalcr ot a..w.. .... , in lile ""1 tr-
1&8" lO 18' 1 It Di¡hI, r ..... li1r 10 ISiI'. 



.. 
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bttwetrJ 21 ' ud Ir io the da, •• nd al Iligbt 
bet'lreen Ujo and 17', In me bOl seuoD-in 
JuJy ud Augult. thi, iUltrumtDt rita ill the 
day' lO~' or 26", aod al: night lO!H" ot W. 
TIliJ iJ the habitual _tato af the IlmOlJlhere; 
.nd !he .. me obterntion IlUde with lO iIlItru. 
meDt 1II'bich he verified, "ve lar lh mnn 
temperature of Ibe 1tu al Caracu • lilde 
moNl tbao 21-;,:' ¡t "hieb, in the lI)'.tem of 
ciwtlantie climol .... b lo be tila .¡lb in tbe 
plains in lbe latitad. 01 S6" or sr. It do.:r. 

'mOlt urm"'esi'", lO obIe"e. tbu tüI tom_ 

pan.on iI fOlUlded ooly ce tR C¡uaIltitl of 11m 
developed iD each place dllriDg lhe eoune of • 
• bole rear, and that it extendt b1 DO meaos 
lO the dimite, th,t U, lO !he diltriboti(Jll of 
he.,t in lbe variOUI Ie&IOn .. 

At can.eu, lbe beat ve,., eeldom rita for .. 
(e'It' hoon in l ummer lo i9",l It is _rted, 
lb,t IUttle before the rUing of the tuD, it hM 
been lIeeIlo 10 &lI in Wintuulow .. ll'.S Dw-. 
iDg Humboldt'. atar al c.neu. lbe rauimum 
ud minilnl,llD obKrved. were 001, 2." ud 
12'''' , The celd at oight iI lhe more iDtetue. 
front being mualI, KeOIIlpWed 'lritb • mistl 
11I:y, .. hich rendered him unab)e for wbce 
-... ten lO tab lbe altitudet ef the aUD or al the 
atan. He oReu found lbe tnn,¡tioa from tbe 
pureat tn.o!parent lir lO complete obseurity 10 

• 110 t./I.o dar r"' .. !IO' ,.10-8': 01 .¡, M, r,OIIO 17"6' 10 
18 .... oflh. Utorm. of R •• u ... 

t 17~ Ru"",. , n ·r R. I I·S' R . • 
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.uddcll, tb&t wheo be h.ui biJ eye be.! on & . 

AtfJilite throogh lb" 81. •••• minute beCore iu · 
immenioD. he not onlylost -.ight of lbe planet, 
but oC..u lbe objectl dOle rouDd bim, il! l o 

ll1iIt. Uader tbe temperate ~e ID Europe. 
lbe tClllperature iI more uDiform OD the higb . 
moUlltaUJ. tlu.a in lbe pWCII. At lbe HOIpital 
bf 8t Gotbafd. lor i.oflance, tbe diffemace be­
twrea the _ kmpert.tul'e of lbe .. armest· 
aod coIdestmOlltlu un'''. ",hile undee lbe 
lI&lDe p&nnel. oearly al lbe level ol the lea. il 
iI ~ or !l· , Tbe coId cSoa DOt increue 011 
our mounWDS 10 rapid1l u lbe but diminilhea.. 
We W1.l fiad u .11 advinee towl.l'd Ihe Cor. 
dilleru, lbat uader tbe torrid zone lbe dimate 
¡, more uuif'onn io lbe plailll Iban on me 
mountaias. At Cum:ul&.aod La Guayra, (for 
we muat nol cite platel .. huII tbe nortb windl 
diltutb, for lOme moothJ, lhe equilibrium of 
tbe atmotpbue), !be tbumometer k~p- duro 
iDg tbe .hole ,Uf bctwetll tl ° &lid 85", At 
Salita Pi &lid Quito Wti 6nd it vary rroal S· lO 
ft", ifwe rompan Dot lbe dI.,. .. but tbe coldelt 
aod ".".,at boun of the yur. lo the lo .. 
te¡ioot, at On",", for iDltaoce. the ni¡¡:hu 
difl'er &oa1 tbe da,. 01111 tbree or (our de~ees. 
At Quito Humboldt fOWld thU diB'crence, 
takiog carefuU, evvy da, aod nigbt !he mean 
oC four or fiwe Obterv&tioal. lo lUIIouot 10 aev~n 
degrcea. Al Canc::u, placed 011 • lpot lltafly 
Ihree rimel le13 iJ:¡ height, ~nd on a tabl~.land 



.. 
oC liWe est.ellt, the dar- iD the IDOIItM of No. 
vtmber ud Deoember &nI.tm frorn 6' lo $'~. 

bottet thaD t.be Di(hu. Tbae phenomen' of 
ooctunlal re&igeratioo may utoniah al the 
fittt vin: tIteyare modi/jed by tila tabJe.Wwk 
and \be rnouatam. bWlg beated duriDg tho 
dar by the actioD of th, deKeOdi.og cwnmtl, 
_nI!, above .n, by tbe IKICtumd nd¡,dm eL 
calorie in the pura ..ad dry lit eL the Cardi&­
lerv. 'I'hl! ronowin« U"II lb, di&tIOVi» al di­
mate betwee:n Cancu aod ita port;- • 

~ ~--.... ~ . 'H_ ~-
M_~oI'm.,....., ti' u>", D' 
M_ t-p. aldl. bol-. .. .. 
M __ po ottb • ...w._ " ... , 
Mnl<ou.... _ _ .. " 1011.1"' .... . . " .. 

lt&i~ are e:drelllely (requent at c.ncu iD 
the mootbl oí ApriI, M.y, aad JUDe. Tbe 
ftotnlll ah".,.. COIUe flOlll the _t -.od IOUth. 
-t. fI'OQl the .idt ofPetare lUId La ValJe. No 
b&i! (&lb iD the lo .. regiont of tbe tI'opia, ,et 
il oc::cun al Cancu allllOlt """1 fOlU OC' five' 
year1l. Hail bu "ea beta tten in ,..Jleya atiU 
lower; . aDd 1m. phnomenoo. whm it do. 
happea, maka a livel, iOlpz bu (JO tha people. 
Pall, al aerol.itet Ille le. I'U'O with UI th&ll. hail 
under ¡he torrid %one, notwithatanding lile 

• 



ítequenc:y of thlllldcr llonJui at sao loils of 
~OQ above tbo kvd oflbe'" 

Tbe cool ud deligbtlul climate .e han 
beea detcribing. agree. with tJ¡. culture of 
oq~ productieQ. Tbe w¡at.eue ia 
eulUYatod. 'II¡1b .uco.. _ al bri¡¡:htl ex· 
.. in¡ that of c.r-; but il! tbe valle1. OD 

~.Qt oC lbe df1l*l of lbe c:1i_te, aDd!he 
&totIy tCIil, tbe1 prefer tbe c:ultlntioa oC lbe 
co&e tree. 'IIb.ieh lbue yieldl litlle Cnlit in. 
deed,. but of lbe &oeet quality. Wheta!he 
ahrub iro iD bloMocn. !he plliD extendio, beyood 
Cb""o pre.ew a delightful upec:t. Tbe t..r 
nan. tfee, .hich iI leeD io lbe plaDtatioaa 
De&!' tbe lo.u. iI IIOt lbe greal p/4Iano ÑzTIo7t, 
but tOe varietiell UIIC~ and dOlfliaico, whic:h 
uqwre le. heat. '!'be ¡real plantaiDa ue 
brou¡bt lo lbe market of c.r.c.. !tom lbe 
bviend", or Turiamo, ¡¡tullo on the c:oaat 
betwcen Burburala ud Porto Cabello. Tbe 
hi¡beat Ia,owed piae.applu are lboee of 
&ruLo, of Empedrado. ud of !he beigbtl or 
Buenavilta. on tbe road lo Victoria. Whea. 
traveller uceoda COI" !.be 6m tUne 10 !be valle)' 
of Caracu, he b 'a¡rca.blylUrpriled to fiad !he 
culinaty plarltl of our c1 irnat-. lbe rtrawberry, 
the vine, and almo5t In !he fnlit treeI oC the 
teOlperue zane, gTDwing by the ¡ide of 
the co&e ud banana tree.. Tbe 'Pples lad 
pachea esl.eallcd tbe balo come Crolll M .. 
carao, or (rom 'lbe ' westem ntrelllity of tbe 
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VaUey: Ibere Ihe quince tree, lhe trunlr. of 
wbich attains olllJ {our or fivlI fetlt iD beight, 
;. 80 eommoo, tlut il hu almolf. become wild. 
Praerved Ipplea aad quinca, particularly the 
I&tter,· are much uled in • eountry whnc it 
¡. tbougbt, Ibat lo drink water, thint mult 
previoualy be ucited by nreetmeatL ID pro­
portion u lb" enrirona oí tbe town have beftt 
cultivated _ilb 00II'«, ~d tbe eatabu..hmeutof 
plantatiom (wbich d.~ oul, from tbe ~ 
1m) has inCf'USCd the Dumbet of agricuhunJ 
Negroet, t the .pp!e ud quinC<8 treet acat.tered 
in lbe ....... nnaba, uve given place in the valle, 
nf Caracu lO maize and pulle. Rice, .... tered 
by mesns of IllIBll treDChet, .... Comerl] more 
common than no'll' in lbe plain ofChacao. .. 1 
observed in tilia province. 1a1' Humboldt, 113 

in Melieo; Illd in all the el8Vlted landa of lbc 
torrid ·zooc, tfu.t !IIhere lbe Ippll1 tree i. mOlt 
abundllllt, the culture of the peal' tree iI at­
tended witb gre" diflicultiea. 1 ha"lI been 
usured, tbat DCa/' Catacu the c"ceIlent applea 
IIOid. in lbe markelll come &o.:n tren no! gnft­
ed. Cheny trees are ",anling. Tha olivlI treea 

e DuI"" ~ mI.".' 1 do ..... bnlJo. 
t n.. o ........ pllo .. of ... eh!_, ..,.¡ wpecirJlJ _ io 

OD cooold.tob¡. ¡" lh. lo...,. ot .Sp"";'¡' A",. ric.o. !hal U 
Cara<:u, lo 1800. 111_ ...... 40,000 •• .., kilW n.,.., 
,ur: "hllG *' Pario, ",lb. Ir.... olM. Neeb .. , .ilh ..... 
pulot;"" rODneell ti""" .. ,_1, "'. llaaober ....., .. .eI 
..... 1, lO 70.000. 
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_ .. hid" 1 .. ", iD the court ofthe COIlVeot otSan 
Felipe Neri .. ere 'Iarge ud Soe; but the mIu­
riaDce oí dIeir nptatioo prcventl th-. froIn 
beariJI¡ f'ruiL" 

Cancu enjap . die ltl'eaI:II of four .ma.U 
riven. 'The fim" wbicb iI C&!Ie4 Guipa. with_ 
oot euteriDg into dllI at1. boutldt eutireTy lbe 
IOlI.thetu part. . 'lboagb. ¡, i& lC&I'CeIy con­
lidenhle eaougb lo l'tIe8i.ve lbe .~tiOD of 
& rim', it iJ yet .ulBcieDtlylO lo merit 01111 
more .tllpec:teble thaD that of. brook. 

"Th. eeCOlld, .. hich beanthenamaof Anauco, 
waahea the matero pItt ofthe city. Tbl! poiDt 
iD .. hi.ch it approK:bm nmrat ia La CeDdeIaria, 
.... bere Chey haYII ereeted • handaoIne bridge, 
wbich faci.Utatel the eomml1llicatiOli .. ilb thll 
"l1ey of Chac:.o. 

The third iI lbe earo.ta. It runlonr l'OC.b 
ud iD .. bed fonned byl!eep hanu on uch 
Iide. ItI ooune iJ from 110m lo IOUth, OD tbe 
.. bole eutem part d lbe to1nl. It IIVIII1 le­

panat. it from lbe quarteT of St Jobo. Tha 
No parb of tbe city are united by • none 
bridge. oonlltnleted wiLh toIetable IOridity. but 
the reguhrity oC ... hicb by DO meaDllpproaches 
tbat oribe bridge ofCr.odelaria. 

TIte fourtb ia uam=d C.tucho. The dI}' il 
indebted lo it rOf the water of &lI iIIfinity of 
public and privac.e fouotaina. Yet tbe inhabi­
tutt of Caracas iJU&t it lo ron in the NJ1\1I bed 
~hicb time lI:u bolknred out, .nd in lhe mid.t 
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,. ~ tha raim haw: ........ • ..... ed; far 
Ihe ave ~ al COIllEOuoi .... tion tbcy ha.,. 
thnJwu ~ it. U"II aUributahle ratber to De· 

cc.i.ty than to!ove oC OI'DImellt. 11Ie ricbR c_ jnileed, haYe their water broogllt fiuD. El 
Valle. • riIlIP. aleague clim.at OD \he_th.. 
'I'bit water aDd that of Gambm. .,.. reckouod 
.Uf lIlubriow, henn

... *y So. C1HIl thO 
rootI o! lMIIIJIIlIiI& H,·mboldt, ~. coo1d 
~ dilo ... e. iD tbem l.IIyamawóc w utzw::ti. •• 
matter. n.e water oft.hs vaIley do..DQt (IOQo 

taill aay 1.iD:Ie. biJt a liulll mOR ~e acid 
than tha water Df the AlIaaco. 

TbeIe fOIll riven. afW adm.iDbteriDg lo all 
&he domomc u-. oC the tD1rD, uuito th..-l_ 
i,q 0011 bed; then, Bowing tbf"OU8b the va1ley uf 
CIw:&o. ooveruI.1rith fruit, proviIioDI. &lid aro 
óclet of <XlOlIIIe't'Ce, aad.t Ieugth mi:aglia¡ their 
waten with tboIe of the Tu!. they ditehr¡e 
tb ........ \YfJI UDd. thIt mme i,qto tbe ooeuI" 
t..elR 1eagum eut of Cape Coden.. 

Tbe ItReU of Canea, Iike too.e of.u IDO­

den!. citi" &1'1 in straigbt liDea. ahout tweuty 
r..t 'Iride. pa.ed. illterwding gc!J «hu ... 
right Inglea. and .. t tbe cliáa:aCII of about three 
hUlldred Ceet &OlA each otber. TIlit ¡. !he 
0011 re¡ularity, the ool,l)'D1metry oblenablc 
iD thia,1arp cit,. _bich iJ iD otber .eopecu 
"el.l builL 

TIere U"II io c.neu bUl thlUl IIqUareII 
wbicb deser\"l~ that apptllatioo, ami evco thcy 



" 
are Dat ... ithout their daCormilia. ne grand 
.qúare, DatIIed JII&sa la!ajcM', .hM;:h ought \O be 
the mOlt reguJu, it oovend with bumcb bailt 
O!l tbe eut.aDd ~tb qlWten, 'll'hkh dettroy 
• vie. that notbjng can teeOIDpenR. ni. 
1Iqu.ale oecupiea lbe aune 1pt.Ce. OH oftbOle 
portioUII oC tbe 10_ dmomiDated Qaadru. 
tbat;' lO .. ,. about Uree buodted feet IqUllnt. 

It illfd.l pa,ed, aztd die market rOJ' nr:cr kmd 
of pio.iWon iI bdd i:I. it. VegetabJe., fiuitI, 
mea!, ulted proriaiona, flab. poultry. game,. 
bread. purota, moolrey .. blrd., enr¡ thiug 
ÍI thne.md.. Tbe cathedr.l, aiwate iD tbe 
M tena part of W lqUIJ"e. hM abo DO kiDd of 
IYUIMetrieal pwpo:t tio:m. ThiII equme ha two 
entrulcct OQ eKb lide. 

Tbe aecoDd lIquare iI that of Candel'ria, 11lr. 

fOIlnd.ed by • toletabIy ngu1r.r ruad, and iroa. 
railiDg OIJ ID&IOIII'J' el uneqlUl heigbt. ne 
aquu., thovgh nol J-ved. hu an argilbleeou. 
toil. miIod wiu.. aDd, ... hich iI .. good u the 
bett p"Vl!:llleot; ud on iba .. boIe it pl'tllentl 
lID agreeable objflCl. It b not .t al! ~bted 
to tbe buildillfl'l lrith .. bich it u enviroIled. 
Tbe cbW'Ch of Cmddaria aIODe affiInU it __ , 
ornameD~ AJthOllgh thue la DOt • perf"cet 
georoetrical barmouy betwem tbem, t.bocburch 
fIq. &~ trhiclt relieve. the view, I.IId.ddi 
mueb to tbe Ippeara!lce oribe aquace. 

Tbe third is that of 8t P~I. Ita 0011 ~gula. 
rity i. ¡ti _quare .hape ¡ and ¡ti on17 om,mtnt 
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• rOUfttáil!. iD lbc middJc. Thc cburcb gf St 
Paol ÍI iD ¡ti! IOUth_t cortIU, witb _hicJi it 
hu no othu CXN ltI(u .dCIII;:e thaD Ihat-ofform. 
ing 1. part ot ita Iquart. ThiI "I\W'e ia Dalba 
pa\~ IIOC len!' 

na othcr 8IJuarft are, 111. Th&t of' the Tri. 
nit]'. ",hicb hu not Civell tbe (orm of Ooe; 
",¡lb lbe .uñacc 10 uoeno, th.! !.be ele reeog­
ai%a iII it OIlIy 1. ip04 destinfll. lo tnmmit lo 
poIteritl tbe Degli¡en~ r&tba- lb.a the tute of 
the citiun Id, Thu ofS! Hyaci.ath, .bich 
hu in il &he cooten! DE the DomiDica.o.. It it 
bord4!red DI!. tbe 1II'at by tbe pavt'ment of ooe 
lite«. and cro.ed by.oamer, which do nol · 
&110'11' UI. cven to auppose il wu ever iotended 
tobeuquarc. 3d, natofStLuaruaiaakind 
of encJoturc in (ron! of Ihe church oí the "'me 
Dame, ¡jtu.te lo tbe IOUth_t ofthe cit}'. JI 
bu lbe merit oC being toIem1, oe.e, bUllO W 
removed Crom tbe <:eolTe of the dly, thlt it 
don IIO! tee1lI lo mue 1. pan oC j.. 4-th, The 

aquate oC Putora .. itb lbe nllollWTOU.Dding it. 
ud lbe cbureb ittelrror the omamenl of.hich 
il ougb! lO uve becn COIXIplded, oft'en notbing 
bul the melanelloly upect oftnODUmCIlU .bID. 
doned to the ioBueoce of time. $th, That of 
SI 10hn i • • paciOUI but i~rlar. uopaved. and 
bordered en the west on1l bl • ttlw of meanl, 
eomtruc:ted houtcS. It iI befe th.t lbe oone 
militi. are uerciKd. 
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" 'The booses of i.ndiridu.u. iD Caracu are 
good ,1UId well built. la lb, interioc' there &lO 

'muy wbich ve .torle<!., JIld are of • vety 
lwldaome .ppcaruce. Hwoboldithinb them 
higher ,lhaa tbey ought 10 be in. c:ouatzy aub­
ject to eartl1quakes. Some are of brick ¡ but 
lho mijO/' part ofmuoory in &.me wort. near-
1,. aIlCf tb, JIWIDeI' of lb. Romans, ud Aa 

oven at thiI dar u pnctlled {Of building in 
manhe., lbe -. &e. 

They Collltruct • IIOrt oí c:abIon .ttbollt • 
bottom, ofbovdl fi"feetlo:Jg and three broad, 
",hich it INde the mouId af lbe ÚOtlt of lhe 
.all tbey mtend lo erect. The place OD "hiela 
lhey huild sena rOl lbe bottom ofthiJ eaiMOtt, 
.upported by. aca60ld which ia removed at 
,ver¡ form that is .dded to the wall. In lhu 
fotm tbey place lUId beat up at every layet I 

mortal', • named in lbe <:OUlltry 14pi4. There 
are t.-o kiodl ofit; thefim, lo "bich tbey give 
lb!! pompoUl appeUaüoo of tapia royal. it eDra­
poeed of river IIIld Md lime. With thiI they 
ofien intermix flint 01' .maIl pebblet. Tbo ae.. 
oond ¡. oC .and and e.rt.b, with • very am. U 
portian of lime. From lb. COItlbina.tion of in. 
gn:dieott it ia euiJy peroeived .... hich will endure 
thelongest. By mean. oI the peltle, h01l'ever, 
both o( lhcm aequire I conailltency _bich (01 • 

Iength oftime braveI lbe ind~ellq of aeuoOI 

lod injury oC yean. 111_ houleI, whea once 
rough-cut ud "bi~uhed, look quite u 'lftU 
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.. U bu.ilt ol hewn .toae. Tbe roo& ue Marp. 
or witb 1..0 ea.yee. ne carpelltcra' work ¡" 

_eRplit toget8er. vay depnt. and ol exoel. 
kIlt wood. ",hic:h tbe coutlUy funlitbet iD Dui. 
daDco. n. coveriog g oC tun"od tiI .. 

Tbe bow.. of the principal penom iD t» 
citr aro ia general ~tl1. aDd evw riddy f\u. 
9i&bed. We behold in them be&utiful ¡lmea J 
at tilo wiDdo-, ud over !be inIide doon. .. 
¡&lit curtaim oC crimJoo. d,me"; chain _d 
to&.t 1DIIde ofwood. the..tl ol.~ C()1oV. 

«l with l.dIer or dwatk. U8 ,.Mfed wilb 
hair. _d.domed .¡lb Gothie _01'k. bllt O'fU· 

bded "ilb gildiDg; bedtt.e.d , with doep 
hMdbo&l'm. ahewiDg DOthiog butgold. eovered 
b'lR1pab d·mlllr QOII.~ ud. uumbet 
oC dowtl pi1kr.n in li..!I. mudin cuet, trim=ed 
.,..¡tb lace. There ia Mldom, it it trile, 1DOI'e 

tbaD 0l)(I ~ of thU lDIIg!li1iccnce in each 
hou.. .hich ¡" iu senen! the lIuptiIl ooucb, 
ud af\enrwdIle"aI ooJ, ... bed of.tate. 

The eye nnden'a!soo,er tabla .... th giIded 
feet I chISt. oC dcall'en, oa .bid! lb. giIder 
hu e.b.""od ID. lile reIOlIl"CC:II ofhinrt; bril. 
liaot luatret. lUlptoded iD lbe priDcipal ~ 
menta) comicet, .bic:h ~ 10 han beeD. 
dipped iD gold ¡ &lid rieh carpeta, ooveriog.t 
Ieut ll.I that pan oí tbe room wfwlr., &be le&tI 

ofhcmou[ aro phc:ed : roc tb. pariou, furnitun! 
ia dUpoIed io aucb • malloer, that &he .ola, -
.bicb conttituta tite mOllt _atal articlo oí 



houItboId attite, ia lIitu&te .t ooe end, with the 
cbain atftllged on the lifht and left I .nd. op­
poate, the priocipallJ:od oC the houae. placed 
at tbe othet uUemity oCthe room. io & dwo. 
bw. the dOOT of.hich iI open. ~ it be n. 
ed in &0 II1COYe equally open. ud by u.. sida 
oftbe -w ofbooour. 

Thele lOIUof aparuneuta, 111_,. nooecling. 
1,. neat, lIDd ver¡ IwIdJoroely OI'11aD1euted. are. 
u it w-. int.erdictcd to the inhabitantr. ofthe 
~. Tbey are cpelled, with IC&!'CC &oy n. 
ceptioll, ocl.1 in hOllOur of tho.e .ho come to 
fulDl me duda oC frieodIhip or the ceremonia 

"' ........ Tbe city of Catacu po_._ ~Y-1 
othef public ""i6ct1 th&D tho.e .b¡ch lIftI ded). 
eated to rdigion, uameJ" eight churcbe. ud 
&ve CODTeDb. 

111e barncb" however, lIftI haodaome, ele­
pntly buüt. IIDd lituate OD a 8pOI. .,beuce tbe 
view mü.. OD the towu. They ue Roried, 
&lid with a doub1e yud. Two t}¡"'·od meo 
lII&y he colUtDodiowly lodged withlo them. 
Tbey are occupied by the troopa of tbe liDe 
lI1one. The rnilitia have their b&nK1u, that 
iI, a boate .,hicb ~ for that plllJlOleo in 
the oppotite pm oC the aty. 

Canea hu • colIoge, founded iD 1'778 by 
the BUbop AnI:oDio Gooulez d' Acni!. .. aud 
converted Uito a ulliverw.ty in 17'92. In thi:I 
univenity, fe&liing ud wriling are lir.t taught. 

• 
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Tbree prQÚ:uOn teal:b eDOUIb of Laá.a lo rad 
m.., Ariltotle'. Phpiel. lUId the pbikwophy 
of Scotua. whieh mil prevailed at thiI IChool 
iD 1808. A profeuol" tIÍ medici.t&e demoIi. 
lU'atol "poltorny. uplaint lbe Jan of aniulal 
lire, lbe art oC c:uring, !le.. on I eke.letou aDd 
80IIlII preparatiOlLl in wu. U; bowevu, I pro­
riIiOu (01' m.truetiDg tlJe profane arta ud 
acieoca hu beetl negkcttd, it hu not beeo. 10 

with the atOOy of theoI., and c:aDOD la.; 
five profeuol1 ue occupied iJ¡ ' eedi", tb_ 
acimceL Oue 001,. tilo mo.l leatued oí 
lXII.D"te, ia emplo¡ed lo dd'eIld the doctriDe of 
St TJJoma. OD the jallll"",I", CDlleeptioo. 

apinlt all heretia; ud 110 diploma CI.II be 
obtaioed wilhoul blviDg ",oro lo I ai.o~ ~ 
liefin tbil nvered dogma. Tbe Wliveraity hIa 
alao • profe:llOl' .bo tache. lbe Romao la .... , 
the Cuti.li.an la"" the code of tbe llIdiet, and 
all other Ja_ A prof'_ of vocal cbureb 
mw.ie fonm pan. of thi& biuucb, of ilatruc. 
tion. aod t.eaeha ti) lb, .wdenta al 11 .. and 
medicine. ... elI u to tbOM ol thtology, lo 

UDS iD time aod harmool lbe aira of the ~ 
maII rituaL 

'lbe republic:au govenlllleat, bowtva", fIJa 
introduoed ioto lbe coune. oC m.tnlCÚOIl, lbe 
atudy of tbe philc.opby fA Locke IlId Condil. 
Iac:, tbe pbyaic:s of Bacon and Ne1l'too, pDeU­
matic cbemilltry, IlId ma.tbenn,tia., 



. 'Jbi,' tt..tre hoIdi fif'lIeom 01" ngllti::l!D ¡ hÜu~ 

dred PO""" "WbeQ Hullllioldt ...... th.pi,IlOO 
)lit. ,,,,befe die· meo &re " tepanlUI rrom · ~tha 

WOID«l, "''' .unawered. He .. ,.. a' _ tht;t' 
.cton ud tlte .... . Aa tbe 'm~ weatM,: 
lUde bim: '-.. rreat _, obeervation.· oC 
Japiter' ... teUm-, he .. al able to .ucertaiti, 
fRlal • bm. in tbe 1h.tre, .. bether t~ p1anet. 
.oUld be riaibJo tba.t nigtrt. :: .. ; 
" smce w'e ate menüocüng !be public __ . 
_ta ·cé eu-, _ oupt to .~ ~tbe' 

thfte teno.iI courtt. iD wbkh tMy play . i lh: 
the baad aJld· tbe NCket. .. One ;. litu~ :a't 
tbe toUthem e.t;tmDity ot lbe city, Mar the! 
riya' Guapa; lbe IIICOCId, "AI; tbe eutem part.' 
aol m ¡roro the Catucho , " the third, a1110 lo; 
the eut. • 'quarter 01. Jetgul from lhe lo_n . .. 

Tb6 popuJation.ol Catacu in 1800. IIoOOCII'd •. 
ing lo reteatehes tlIlde iDto tIu! numbef or. 
birtht, .... nMy40,OOO¡ the mt informed 
~u bdieVed it ~eQ lo be "",000, ' of 
"fücb.l8,OOO &re .hita, aad 'rf.OCO free men 
ol cdour. COI!Iputatiom malle iD 1778 hall 
aJ.teady giveñ ftvm ~ lO S!l,ooo. A11-lbe 
direCt DllIDberiagI laye. nnWDed • quarter 
aod more below Che e/fective numbeT. ·. In 
1'766. tlui populatioD of Cancu. and tbe line 
valle; iD which tht.t city iI placed. aulfered , 
imdllilte1y by • leYere attack of thll .• r:ilall,poI .. 
Tbo mGrtality 'Ole in ' Ibe town 10 lis.aT eigbt ' 
thouu.nd." . SiIK'C Utal.memorab!e . pcliod. ino- ' 

'lO(... l. • 

• 



.. 
cut.üon iI be, • e 8 "t"II; ud ". Ndt ha­
..ea it pblcUad .. itbout die DI ol ~ 
l-. the pnmuClll OC ·c."" .... wbue tbe COID..; 
munic8liocu wilb Europa ""' le. (req __ t. 
ÚMInI had DOt bam in hiI time __ tanc:o al 
\:be -U.pu dalias Ift:em y .... ¡ -wbiJe at 
ev- th.t (nu. malad1 ........... ". 
dr-Aed" ........... jt aI_,.tIMs.edbeeH"~ 
radically 00 ,"eral pcMu at. Iiee. W'_1 
...... 011,. fof in equiooctial A_rica" .. bere 
the ehanp orthe """Clp"e~ md thII P'-'-­
m_ of"8 nit Iife,. _ .w;.n \O.~. 
Ule periodicM-. tbe.u1.poK, bdbn the 
benevolent. iDtroductIon oftbe neciae d O e, 
uert.ed iD n"8ft oruy. if '" mar place c:on­
idence in general belief, ev~ Bít2en or tweQ. 

ty ~iDCe Hmnboklt'1 retum to Europe, 
the population of Caraeu hu c:onti .. ~ lo 

ugn.ent. ·It amouoted·to :lo,OOO.oult, when. 
d.grm.t ~lI&ke oftbei6th Mueh 181~ 
12,000 of tbe iJahabitaatl ptñab.d I ud in the 
f ' .. oC • motIIent thae devoted peq!le.ere 
thua reduced lo 88,000. Al ir MI ftIOnDOUS 

mioc had '-o uploded u.oer &he alJ. tbe 
earth .u upbeaftd lo a tn:IMrubu beigbt, 
IUl.d theIe UlÚortunalII penont were nnl10wed 
up. ot periabed &IDid the NiM ur tbeir hooaea. 
'I'b.e politictl "eIlb whicb hay .... omvd thi& 
...... rqJbe, uve reduc:ed tbe number ofinba.­
hilant. lo leA thm 10,000; hui tbeIe ~ 
will IOOQ be repaired, • tht fettile ud com-
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meto.i CxldotJy of which Caneas b tbeccntre, 
will DOW ha" the aappinaJ of eI1joying re­
JI'*. aad.1riIe ~oe.· 
lf the atm.OIpberie ~titution of tbe ni. 

ley of ec- be f •• oaiiible 10 the diJrereot 
1tio.da of culture upon ... hit::h colnni,J iDdastry 
iI fouoded, It ~ DDt equallylO lO the health ol 
ibe inhabitanu, ud the.traDgen lIIttIed ÍD tbe 
capital oí VenezuillL Tha gt'St iDconstancy 
ofthe weatber, and the ttequeDtluppreWon of 
CUtueool penpintioo. gin birtb to cabrrhal 
alfectionl, ... bich auume tbe most diJfermt 
foruu. A EuropeIUl OOC8 acCIUttm:Ied f.o the 
"loIaot baJ. en)oyJ better hf:aJth lit Cnm .... , 
iD the ..nly oC A.ngua. ud in avery place 
... bere !he low reglan of tbe tropic:I it not very 
humld. thaa at c.racu, 80d in thoeo mouutain 
cfupate. ",hich artI bouted of u the &bode of 
perpetua!. ipring. 

Sp""kiog of lbe yello" fever oC La Guayra, 
the opiDioa geaerally adopted iI, that this c:ruel 
dilease ia ptopagllted l1li little from tbe ~t 
of Veoauela lo tbe capital ... from the c:oe.st 
of Meneo to x.lapa. 'Iba opiciOD ia fouoded 
011 the uperience of the _t twenty yeara. 
Thfl CDotagiow ditonlerl _bich hava uerted 
tbeir nnp in lbe port. of La Guapa wen:: 
lCItCeIy felt at c.ncu. .. 1 ... ould 1IOt. lar-

• Por. !DON ...... ~UI ICCO""'" 01 _ ... Canc:at, 

.. ~ Cb.ptc< IU. 
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HulJllddt., dimrb, bY ~ terrora. die 
weurity eojoy\!d by the inhabitaota . c4 tbo 
espital; bul 1 am not·coovinced u..t tbe ,"'-me: 
rican fyphul, rendered ' etidemic on tbe cout 
u the port· ~1DOI"Cfroquented. ¡fitbo 
fuoured by putieular dUpoeitioat of !he clj.¡ 
'mate, wiU oot become comfl101'Í io lbe valle,; 
roc: tbo 1QtarI tempc'n,lun f1f Cadcu is con_ 
.iderabJe l!Dougn ti) &llo ... lbe thennometer in 
"the bottest mOlltm tI) .b;ep behreen tweuty_ 
two &Dd twenty:ex degrca.. If th~ .be DO 

doolit that the typhUl in tilo ter:n~ ZoIlM u 
cornmuoial.ted by'COQtact, CIIl! ' .O be certaio, 
!hIt io a high degree of en.cetbe.tion, it would 
IIot be. equall, COIIUgiOUI by 'COlIt.Pct Wld. 
the torrid zone. in pl!ICeIJ ",he.", within iIut 
leagua of the coi&at, lhe predilpoaition of lbe 
orgam it favO\U'Cd by the t.empet.ture of .. un. 
mer? Tbc situation of Xalapa, 011 the decl~ 
vity ofthe Mo:Oean mountain .. pnlIfIM more 
IleCUrity. bec:auae tbit 10.0. 1_ populOUI, ilI 
6ft 'times farther diatant (rom tbe oca tIan 
Caraca8, and two hundred ami ' thlrty toiies 
highu i Uld ila mean tempel1ltwe il three de. 
greEIII. cooler. In 1696. .. bilhop of Venezuela .. 
DiegQ . de Bam., .dedicated .. cbun::b .( ermita) 
toSaota.RONIlja Df P:alenoo., ror having deliver_ 
ed t ll.C Cllpital .&om' the lCOurge .of th~ blac:k 
vomito afier itl rav&geII h&d ¡asted aillteen 

• lIfloreeu. J7' ud 20'S' R ••• "" , . ,' 
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l'1lOIItm. . 'A ma.. tZlebhted et-ery: yeádrúlie 
.. tWQlI, . iD tbe ~ ol Septechber. ha 
perpdúated. the meI:IIOtJ of thb epidemlc. in 
tbe __ 1DUlD« .. pro- '0"' have.hed in 
tbe . SpllUiab coloaieI tbe date -ol tbe great 
earthquies. .'l'be". 1696 .. i~deed Y"y 
ranarbhle for the 1tUo'lf rever, wbieb prevail. 
ed with violente in di tbe Wat India wands, 
where it had 001, beguD lo atabliah ¡ti empire 
in 1688. But how can 'llfe give eredi.t to ao 
epidemiea¡ blae~ ~t. whieb luted aizteeo 
lDontM witbout internJ.ption, and whieh may 
be ~ lo baVII Jl&SIe!l ~ .. thú very cool 
se&SOQ when the tbermomcter al Caracu ran. 
to hrtlYe ot:~:degr_? : Can tbe.t~phu. 
be more ancient in !he elenteq·valle1 of·Can.­
C»t than io the UlotI:" freqwmt.ed pOOl oí' TIerra 
iirme? 'Acoordttfg f{J Ullo. it vu I.IDknO'fffl· 
in ·tbese 1atter befOl"e 1129. We may doubt; 
tJ¡erefore, the epidenUc of 1696 having beco 
t.be 'yel.úw rever, or the real typhus of Ame­
rWa. B1ack _ en.cw.liona oI\en aocomplny 
biliou. remltwlt feven; and are no more ~ .. 
racteriI\i<: than homatomesct of that aev~ 
!liletllCl now k:pqwu at the HaVllllnah and Vera. 
Cttd by the Dame of \OOIIIiIo. But if DO. ~u. 
nte .lbcriptioo .d~tra.te that the t)'}lhua. 
01 Ameriq. ex.\rtOd at ~ as early. as the 
end or.the IleVez¡ÍftIlIb ceot,ury, it ia uo~ppily 
"ºº' certairl, tbat thit diae .... carried otr in. Lhat 
Clpital a gte.t nUlDber of )'oung Europew 



IOIdien in 18Ot. It. diibtwing te NIect. 
that, in tbe ceo~ al tbe tonid:woe. • tibie. 
Il.IId four hundred &lid fifty toiIee high. bat 
very neartbe -. doa not pttaSriithe i n "'¡'¡ 

taofll from ........... se. "hich .. beDeftd to 
bdoDg IIDly to tfle Joor regioDI oribe cx-t." 

SECTION W. 

WZ.OIly take th_ geoeralI1 iD the arder of 
tbeir populmon. 

l. Coao ia lbe prilldpal pllOll m tbe pro­
yinCfl orthat name, ud ia aituate iD 11- north 
latitude, loo. 'Ti" llO' wett loogitude. 00 an 
isthmUl .hich diridet the Gult oC VeMmeIa. 
or M~"bo, Crom the Caribbean Sea. Coto 
la 80 leaguet weet of' Caracaa, G$ nortb al 
Mltlcaibo, ud ss north·\Ii'eat orBarquiaiOleto. 
ThiI city ia p1aeed on 1 dry andy plain. eover_ 
ed with Indian figs. or plana al the cadua 
fl.lllily. It iI mpplied.lth fhlit IIld vegetablel 
from IOIX1e fertile plaina three leagt¡et distant. 

Coro ..... fouoded in 15!f7, and 'Wu tbe 
ISeCOOd M:Ulement made by Europeam on thit 
eoast. ItI fortunate Rtuation for u.ding \li'ith 
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Ole _." -riD¡ ¡'k-ds ud perticuI.arl, wUh 
Porto Rico and 5t Domiogo, c.uJCd ~ tite 
10 be c:ftovn fllr thi, GntlettJemeot whieb the 
Spui," foundcdon thia part ofTielTa YU'IlIe. 
Coro _ t.O:Ol'dia¡ly coQlidered. for • lQ.¡g 
.. hile, the capital or Veneauela, liU iD 1~76, 
.heD the penlOl' trauaferred bja mide!Joa to 
Leoa de CaracM. lIiDce .hich time DO p!ln(Ift 

oí higb ruk..acepti:Dg tila biabop. reW.1lII at. 
Coro. Tbe lIIbeeb oC Coro.:ro npl&r, but. tbe 
bI "" ... _. aDd the city ¡. not pav.ecL 
Iu p1blie bui&dlop ate I ehutcb. and .1 BaMll 
(lOIlveot oC Fnmcifcanl 

&.u::h • the M:&fcity uf .&ter at Coro, that 
iba city illupp1icd from I diatanc:e oí hJo miles, 
by "' __ of JDw. IlIld -. lAdeo witb thai 

'DIe iDhbjtantl, wbo alIlouot lo 10.000, AfI! 
iD geoera1 not rich, pGlI_jog liltle activity Of 

eaterprila I mUl' oC them pride tbern.elVeI on 
accoUDt el bcing deacew:led mm Ibe eonquo. 
fOft oC the COUIItry. Coro contaiOll but few 
Nogroee, .. lbe Iaborioua work ja peñorO\&d by 
tbe lDdianI; ... ho inbabit !he auburbt. The 
1Ja!ft, u,. 4va¡ue, are calCllIaUd on Jqcal 
wretcl,..,.tP''', tbat. 1, lo .y. lIl't very 10111'. In 
tnltb tbey tiv. tbere .¡lb fO muw p~ny. 
U!at. they caonot so lo MIl: • bit oC ful: froro I 

Deighbour, witbout ~iog a pieco of wood 
of lbe UoDle lize u .the bnwd lbey talle IWly. 
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ga· thiJ exehaagt!" iI JJOt &I..,..euiIipl CnlIir 
diBIeultv. · . 
, 114 ~ lies apen Crom. D.tb te Mi · ~ .. t,; 
aDd nei&ber ita &cc»,prt<irletjOQ" Dar tho eo.a... 
modlu.:. it trada in, are 1IIf6dellt lo reador ü. 
• pla.ee or mucb raort. . 
• Some tn.de. bowever, .ÍI catriod 011 l..IIMKIg 
them \Irith . tao Weet lDdia.ill&odl ia I!!!'\e" 

hidee. gOIIb, coU,cqiottay ;_ve.. "* m, &:e.­
wtaiob' am'. b.wgbt from ~in-"''' Their 
duef' eommen:IIJ rcl&tiom"" wi1tt C~ 
froIn~ .. ~ iIlaDd.ta')' ~ didaDt oDlf .. daya 
uiI. .' .. " •. 
: The peDinaula "hicla ).i .. lo tlie ¡illli:tb.' :ol 
Coro, .• called Pa.: ...... aod lb, Utb .... ÍI 
aoout .. league in .idth, fran :whil7hrtbe pm. 
inJuI. Ilrekhes (rom 8OUth·wllll; lO norlb""eat 
(or twenty lNgUell. lt it iat.bited by. peop.Ic 
oC eolOllr and IDdiana, .. ho breed grmt quan.: 
liti~ of cattle on it. whicll .tbty Ihip off dan. 
destinely tn CII~ th.t iIlaDd MioS' 1IIlp­
plitd from thiI pl_ with lX*t and vqri!tabl.m. 
by Open boab, which c:rOII over daily. 
· Theo ned pbce oC·1I(itcj iu the governmea.t 
ofVenez.ue1& it: POaTO c.nu.o. IN' I\amo ea. . 
bel\o¡ ' 30 leaguH JIOrth...e&n oC Ct.racaa, in 10' 
tO' nortb Iatitude, aod 69° 11' w!llt. 1000gilude. 
It lin iD :1 fine harbour. in lb!! Golfo Trille, 
Du r Cu~oa, lo the ncighbowbood of whicb 
iIIbnd it oWel,iu imporlallcc:. 
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:.~!. ~.aa.p ... Mi6aut lo lIíIgue 
..,.tM e..t.o( PonO .CaftllO,: .... -oripalIy th 
port of .. V~D . wJe, .00 .... . f(lIinded .roz. that 
paipiw iA JM9. n.,' b&rbour Ut Porio ea.: 
vello, beiDg wdI .:dspfed .mr c:anyiDg 00' . 
~ ti'Ide ,,"ah' Bazbarata, ib .bot-cs 
_ ' _ ."Le.! · by $' ...... _ : muir 
Dutcla --as- e-:tm hubI aberi. WbaJ. 
lhe Guipuzaa'.ee.pUl obI ; nd ... fioal 
dIItter. 'they ljÚ' d. dIe .... tro'¡h'nix:eof 
tb.e pieopIe bY ilft:., buik • ton. . .. -.bañ,' 
aDd .fCll'b bítll 'd S rj¡ .lIZIdtbey_m&t. 
CIIf.Uallleoie. wuu ........ lOCIIe of' whicb "ttiI! 

. . 
" 'lila ind .. · • . tae bM. pon.,aotool,:OD thU 
r:O.t, . bul : iD .n Amcrict. . The t.y- ÍI -ea­
aou.;:bwJkMe¡.cOmlJlOdioUt, "ud ..re. ' It u 
~1e.Oel~i~ ID " .wbolé 
_"1' ~t le defeaded .p..ttbefury-oI'"thc 
"~.fro.l.wMt Ul'I :quatUsrthayblo1r. · The 
1aod, "hich eDC:Om¡ ' "_ rt.oo tbe '1OUth, .• " 
a ftIt, iI .i MppiI,.disp "e,.¡ by ~. u 
lo . lidie .. die ¡.,.,....,. .. of lb, ooctb-eut 
wind., whicb iI 10 _ 0.-. So IiUlo 
cJ.oa-tbit hAy p;.rtab ol.th<M "Bibtlont : .. hich 
~1oIaIJ1 preniI.wa a:IOf1I OC' 1_ ",joI",C!e 

iD tI!e .tropi.c:al -. th.t it reeecablee .. "pODd 
_ tUza, .. porto 1bo lrIUJe> which .ís" DO 

"l-'e' m~ "P'""'O'l, .oever dittwM .tIle placid 
COIDpc:!lW'O uf tbII rmd. 1m ancbonge, which 
OWeI Dotbing f.o arl, iI 10 commodiou.. th.It 
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tM·· ....... -, .., .kmpi~ of tilo 
.. bar( Jo.d _ IlpIged lIUbocrt u.e • . g nce 
of ......... n.o ... of wu: bue DO otIt« 
__ icari?n witII tbe Jaod. tl:w.q. bJ lo fl,a. 
bridp three Ol' bu ,,,,*, ~ 

'I'be ...... pi ti iD ...... 011: t.Iae.., 
tonrd. tM .... ·} rfhl.-l ... H_u. 
pect. v.....wP'. w.wiid .¡tb: ~4e' :' ~. 
aad c::nnrubd 'Iridt peW.. rana thlI heck-
JI'II'IDd ~ die Jandwwpe. Ne&r tbe 00IIl0 .u ¡ 

i.I baJe. .taite. UId ~)' ¡Ihln".... .... i 
die == • G ___ iI oIotlIld. witb .tn. 
oC tbicIt ~ .. il.idl, ptOjec:t tbeV .,. .... 
don upoa. the browD ud roe&y grou.ad. 

AII.qued ..... he d.o n' nru leJos. mn-
v.,- &he ..... ofo. lNo&4s'Nl by.t('IDCb 
lo the --.n. '!NI won hu c:oIt aIIIft tbI 
lhirty tbo .... nc! piMba I J:.t iD waten su-h 
cM iIl enry Itreet. 

1'he .ae oi tbit km". Id fiIIt .. ..u 
,....iIW,tI., !be a_ of .. 1DdI_ . 1 ...... UDder 
..... 'lbia ¡.eh ......... cut throqb..-.I 
.baed. lDIi tbe ton d*+ed &an., tuD. ..... 

'!'be ..... mQC' It,,¡)dinp .,. bl r.r *' __ 
lIUIII8I'OIIL 'I'bey are. buae'M, built.,., ifre,. 
plari1; ud tbe iIIud town » chidI, 0CCIl00 
pied by tbe fortt and wareho".e.; tbe COIIJ,. 

_icatiM bolWfllfa tbe two beUIs by I bridp 
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_ tite c:aW, 11&; 1M .. ttI wbicIt. p'n ¡-l. 
gawblb ÍI atn,.. doled at Disbt. 

n hu _ pariIh cbwcla __ lb. hubour. 

aod twu hDBpilab.-<IGtI ' tot lbe ""4iN'lo lDd 
DllII f'or prin.te putaDa. 

Tbe popuINIon oJ Porto Otveno l""IntI lo 
netrl.y gooo, 'l'he GoIp'17A)I» CGID¡.ny milo­
dDced &c.yaM ¡oto di. and. all cM placeI 
.bere it malle D1 .,.blitbmaatt. It ÍI 11M 
thaeie& .... pr • . W lo lbtd. el Porto Ca~ 
lb. da. al Euaot -.x-l iD • p!IIl 
Ir e 'N of BMcaj .. , who are .. _ucb .... 
marbd for ..te.-.e..r:y al manen r.nd iadlPtry • 
.. {(Ir tbe IiD¡ulI:rity «tbeit _gwp. 
. The genenl ..... qatioa of the 'II'hüeII U 

00IDIDU'Ce .d UviptiOll . 1'1Ieir priacipU 
aDd. almoet OIIIy .........v ..... are with tho porta 
of tbe IalIII contirleot. _d tbe neisbbouriDg 
coI.ome.. Mote than ut1 ve.ek of di&rt.Dt 
__ are _piored in tbe coutiDg tnde-

Lo DO part ... there befohl the RevoIutiou. 
10 much conu.hand ttade. Ken th.. hall' 
tbo pro:hu:e of die pnwiDc:e of c.r.cu ... 
carried thlfto aad. aoId. lo Ibe RIIuggler. oí 
~ ud Junt;jca,. _bo paMI tor aIJ that 
prodllCII iD J)qtch aod Britilh mercbandiee, 
b ¡de. ael.Ii..ag _nuaU, lo the .-nt o! {rDIIl 

une mil.IiOD. three hlllldred tbouIand, to OM 
mlIliou four h.undnd tbouaand doUan of ~ 
I!len'b,ndj_. f(lf whicb tbey we«= paid iIl _. 
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:· lIore tMo' ten thoU:aam! muJa 'are' upOner 

aI:I.IIua1.Iy. It -¡' turious" Clo-gb' lo :1ee ~: 
MI..inIak embarbd: they are t.brown clown 
w¡1h topes. &IWi :tben "boiet.ed 011 boud: u... 
'ffMda by -.. el • lJlM:hiue ICIOwbling. , 
cr-. Raopd izI two fiJeI" the lI1ulet 'Irith 
di5eulty keep tbeir fett d~Dg t.be rolIinr 
ánd pitdDDg oC tbc lhip I &ad iII ordet tu 
f'rigblen and reoder. tbem more docile, . the . 
drulD iI b! te itwing .. great part o(·tbe da, 
ud ulght. We 111*.1 1"- ... t quiet .. ,. . 
-SU aljo,... w1to baI che oowage to -nb=+ , 
f(W JUII'ica in. viulLtIC ladm with mules. 

PGn4 Cawllo.inn_er !he depolit"o{ iill : 
tfic~ put"of the' .pz:oriaee :or Vl!8eUldL 
lb 1tMc.. lbmiah to. thejWildictioDI of-V ... 
d .. San -Carb; .Ban¡ÜÍlli.meto, ' St Pbilip'. . a:od 
ooe p&rt ot'the'.V.JJeII "O(" AnPa,".u. Ihe m-. 
chandiM OOII1IUmed wi\!i'l"tntta. lt ¡. alto ato 
Porto: (AveUo t.bat • great poo don of the arti. 
de- cultivaled..nthi:n thoee dPtrieb .mns. . 
. The .. ]¡m,t . oC Porto c. .. d1o iII kM .rdent 

man !hatof La·Guapa. n.e breer.ethercis. 
Itronger. _ freqilCllt. lUId IUOU regular" 
The b~ do not leso IIjpioat rocil thaL 
~ the ra,.. of the "'" dunag the da,. ud­
emito calDric at niBhL nI!: aiT a..a cin:Wata. 
IboI"C 'freely between Ihe ociut ancl ,tbe moaD._ ' 
ta.I.Ju or I~ The cauaes- ol tbe mwubrity! 
or the a1mofpherc Inust Lhuefore,be IOlllJht io 
tI,e daOICII that cxleud lo ¡he ~ut, u flr .. !he 
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.~CG.~ tow'd :dae .Pwit..den ....... 
~ tbe &le port oí CbicllUiIIic:M. There are 
the.-lt·worb. and. tbere al. tbebep.lilliagaC 
tbe" ni.y,mea t.ertiIn f'nen prnaU, and. eu,i. 

11 .~ jato lItheoic: mm. A c:urioua 
oln ... tiua hit beea...te, that .lhe.Hatitooeo 
. .-bo are aaployed in tM IIIt worb are ~ 
ta1FU1. and. have lI,.u-er Mm. 1I'ben. dIr:)' 
ha" "'edle'tenl·· " '1_f_ dqe 
{.ven, .bicb are caIJed (he . ...w, of tbf. 
.c:o.t. . The poor firhtnDco .bo dwdl 'cnt thb 
Ibore ...m, tl.t it iI DOC !be inu~·'ictJa al 
the .ea. ud thll retreéoC tbe lilt .Mu, ."btdl 
rendu "tlle. 1ud. ~ with 0m&llgtoY.QI . 1IO 

wealtbful¡· but that tite InNlubril)' ot· 1M 
Ut ;. o.wiDg lo tbe ft:eth 'hiero' lo the overo 
101risIgs oí die GuaJIUUA and. PMevaD, the 
.trdI ol .. hicb iI lO ·pMt Md .. 4dea ia ·the 
rDOI:IW oC.Oetober &lid NOYflllDbeT. .'llIe"IH!nk. 
01 \be Rio F'.tteYaq .have beeo. ·I_ ·~ 

tQ i'lhebil, Iioce liUIe p1u'Woo' of ~ ~ 
plalltaiat haYtl.boal, eet·WiohCIII; &ud. by ~ 
iog e.ud hardeciJvr. the~. lobo riftl" ~ 
beeP oootaiDed withiti MIlO_limita. . A p'lan 
• . fonaed of giving ~ ¡.!Ie to:thce Jlio 
s.u &t.evan, uwl thu. lo rtOder the ea";¡;qn., 

'. . 
• J. tbt WeoI. lDfIio,w.dt. 1111 1M .u-ltlll maladln 

.II~~ pren.¡1 du""' .tbe winu, _. 11& ... bem r ... 
bof li_ mln""""'" to tbe ..... LIIo ...... ",_ ..m.b ___ 
~ 1M 0UIIfti,0 ... rL Ihe _Iho rL tbe on..oc.. .,..! <JI 
Ole .... ri ... "'1ler!s ~·,," .... tbe hIP .... ...., 

, 
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ot Porto c.veuo more _"'''.me-. A eáIlai u 
lb h::ad the wwn toward tJw. ¡wt el tbe COMt 
.hiclI it oppoIite!he idand of GuaJ¡u-.. , 

.. We .. ere rec:t:i.ved with tbe utaotwt kiDd. 
ne., .. ,. Humboldt, blto Che hoUIe of.Pr.ch 
pbyaicWI. M. Juli.K, priDcipaI wrp::III to tbe 
royal oo.pit.l of Port.o CanDo, aDd C.1Ibr .. 

Id'm tbe eouatly f« hit pt'Ofouad ltUdy of tbe 
yello. mer. DuriIItr. perIDd of ... _,...., 
he had. _D lis cr eigbt tbouuDd pmoue .ter 
tile ho.pI.tIl. atta. h... by thie eruel lIIIlMiy • 
. He bad ut.ned the rlft8'O' whieb the epi. 
demic a.u.ed)D admird Arilti ... b.l', fleet in 
1793. That Seet 1(IIt ne.rly \be tbird al ib 
II!KIII; rOl' tbe ..non _ere alIna.t allllDleU(JD. 
ed Europcm!tt ud bel.d an umwtraiDed int.. 
coune lritb the ~ M. Juliac bad &er.to. 
rore tn.ted the liclr. ..... com.moaJy practia­
ed in Tierra Firmo me!. in lbe Wlnd" by bleed. 
iD8'> llperieat ...otici"'ttt aad acid driDb. ln 
trua tta.tment DO att.Dpt ... lDade tu ,... lbe 
vital powen by !he lCtioa of ltimulaZltl. ID 
attempting to • tbe fever, tbe Ianguof aud 
debUity wue augmuted. In tbe hOlpitala, 
whue me tick weJ'8 crowded. tbo lQOlblity 
wu tbe:n thirty.thmi iD • huDdred amoag tbe 
white Creols, ud mty..fivo _oog die Euro. 
peant recentl)' dilembarted.. Since .Jtimulu!t 
trulme.nt, the use oí opiUlIl, of~iD, ud oC 
aloohclic draughtt. hq beeo IUbatituted fo[ the 
.-ncimt debilitaüng metbod, the mort&I.ity ha 
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OtmIidoi'lhl, .Jjmjnl·h9d. It .... boIieYed lO 
W reduoed lo hr*tty itI • buodted .rntmg 
Europ ni, and ten _ong CreoIet;· lIt'en 

wbeo bIack voaritiDgI, &lid bEmonb.gel fl'O:lll. 
tbe noee, ... :&Dd gmm, indieeted • high de­
JN8 oí ~ in UIe maJ.dy. 1 mate 
faithfu1Iy ... bat _ thea. giveu ... die rn-I 
NItiIt (J{ ~; bat [ thin1c-, ~D tbeee 
lJUIDIlIical ~ it muat DOt be forgot. 
tc!G, that,. notwitbst.aDdinS appwanca, lbe 
epideaücI of eeveta1l1lceeaive yean do not re· 
le!DbLt MCh othor I lUId tbat, in order to decide 
-. the 1l1li of fortifyiog or debllitatillg medio 
a.aea. (if ;nd.....t thit difrerence eiiat in In ~ 
blt8 eeote), W8 mu. diBtioguiah betWeetl th" 
............ pe" ~oI'the ..tad,." 

Tbe miliwy dtfuDce of the coBa ~ TIUJ'I, 
Firme reatl on Iix pointl :-'I'he cutk ol 8t 
AlItooi.o, al OImana¡ tite Monu de Nueva 
~.I tbe fortificatiOM of La Guayra, 
ao.aatigg 0De huodred and thirty-four gu",; 
Porto CawUo I Fort·St Charles. at!he mouth 
of thI Lake of 1únca1bo; UId Carthagena . 

• Al Cadia,!he Innp ""orUli1r .......... 1Il00, '''"'''1 
¡, .. baodrtd.; l' anruo, r~ l iCll," ..... untÑ ID "1111~. 
haDdrtol. "t VtrII en.s. tIoo "ort&I.i,,. do- _.~ 
...... _ lI\eeIo la • hednd, wt.... "'"' lid: -.... ti.. pro­
pody _ 'i JIu.. eñ-il *PI'" Dll'oria, 11M: ....... 
J>. .,..s.w., -,- wiIlI....clo ... , io (,_ r-w... 10 

<'i¡htotu iD • ~~ ¡ bl>l it io ..mod, Ilw. • pat 
.. "",be< 01 pMialllcater 11M: boopilllo olm.- dling, o. l' 
I 'ery ~ ÚIAI 01 H~ , 


