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surface is rent in every direction by the force of
subterraneous convulsions. To the south. of
this chain, the llanos, or plains, which stretch
to the Orinoco, ate inhabited solely by herds of
cattle tended by Mulattoes.
. The Crimate of Venezuels is modified ac-
cording to the situation of its districts—on the
coast, in the mountains, or on the plains. On
*the coast and in the plains & scorching heat
prevails, accompanied in the latter with deluges -
of rain. In the mountain valleys the air is in
general pure and mild, and in some elevated
even

The Sou. of Venezuela is fertile, and yields in
abundance all the products of the West Indies,
‘besideg many others which those islands do not
possess. Its most noted commercial article is
cacao, which is inferior to none in the Ameri-

cas, The other richer objects of cultivation . ~

arevanills, maize, indigo, cotton, sugar, tobacco,
and coffee. Here also, wild cochigeal, dye-
woods, medicinal gums, resins, balsams,
sarsaparilla, sassafras, liquorice, squills, storax,
‘cassia and sloes, find that climate which is most
favourable to their growth.  The immense
plains in the interior feed multitudes of cattle,
horses and mules; and in the valleys and moun-
tains sheep and deer are numerous, All kinds
of game are found in this country; the rivers
of which also abound with fish.



Beaides these articles, the forests of Veaeps-
ela produce every species of timber fit for the
purposes of the joiner, the cshinét-maker, the
carpenter, or the shipwright.' Cedaris nasd for
their door posts, window frames, tables, &o
Black, red, and yellow ebeny are pommon.
Mahagaay, biasiletto, and all sarts of oms-
mental woods, are so abundsat, that the work-
man would be puzzed in his choice of the
finest. The immense forests which overspread
the chain of mountains remain anexplared.

For sbout a ceutury after this country was
subdued by the Spaniards, all their thoughts
were turned towards its miseral productions,
and the pesr] fishery on ifs coasts. But being
disappointed in their expectations of finding
iminenze riches from these sources, they at last
turned their attention to the cultivation ef the

"~ . soil. They first planted cacao trees; and so

* abundant were the profits which this labour
yielded, that cacao alone occupied their fields
fill & very late period. About the year 1774
indigo plantations sppeared, and immense
plains, hitherto desert, were soon covered with
this plant, which was speedily followed by cot-
ton, sugar, tobacco, coffee, &¢. But notwith- -
standing the aptitude of the eoil, and the
genial nature of the climate, agriculture still
{anguishes in these fine regioms, partly from
want of enterprise and active industry, and
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partly from & too great confidence in the pro:
lific nature of the soil.

,  On the plains of Venezuela the raINY sEason
*commences in April, and continues till Novem-
ber. The rains fall oftener in the morning
than in the evening, and on an average occupy
three hours of each day. During this period,
theplmanwutﬂmnmmmrtedm

lakes of immense extent.

The Laxxs, properly so called, of Venuuel:
are not numerous, for we can hardly give that
appellation to the sheets of water produced by
the periodical swell of the Orinoco, or by the
rains, and which are kenerally without any

‘depth. The Lake of Valencia has b:en already
described.

The Rivers of Vehezuela are miore nume- .
rous than in any other part of Spanish Ame-
rica. Every valley has its stream ; and though
many of them are not of sufficient size to be
navigable, yet all afford ample supplies of
water to irrigate the plantations on their banks:

The principal of these which run from the
mountains of Characes and Coro into the
Caribbean Sea, are the Gmgu, Tocuyo, Aroa,
Yaracuy, and the Tuy.—The Guiges falls iuto
that sea sixteen lesgues west of the city of
Coro. The Tocuyo discharges its waters
twenty-five leagues east of the Guiges, or
Gaigues : its source is fifteen leagues south of
the town of Carora, at the distance of pearly
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one hundred miles from the ocean; and it is
navigable as far as the village of Banagua, at
the distance of forty leagues from its mouth; .
“its baoks furnishing sbundance of timber of *
the largest size, and fit for every kind of build-
ing. The Aroa rises in the mountains west of
the town of St Felipe, and enters the ocean
near Burburata Bay. The Yaracuy enters the
Caribbean Ses near the latter. The Tuy dis-
charges itself into the sea thirty leagues east
of La Guayra: it rises in the mountains of St
Pedro, ten leagues from the capital, and being
joined by the Guayra becomes navigable, and
serves to transport the*produce of the cultivat-
ed plains or valleys of Aragoa, Tacata, Cus,’
Sabana, Ocumare, Santa Lucia, and Santa
Teresa, through which' it passes, and which
particularly abound in cacao of the best quality.

. The following are the more important rivers
which rise on the southern side of the chain,
and flow to the Orinoco.~The Guarico, which
teceives some of the branches of the Apure,
and then following & course parallel to that
river, enters the Orinoco a short distance east-
ward of it : it is jeined pear its confluence with
the Orinoco by the Rio Mancapra, which
flows through the plains of Calabozo. The
Portuguesa, which is formed by the union of
the two rivers Pao and Barquisimeto, flows
through the greater part of Venezuela, and
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joins the Apure forty miles north-west of its
mouth. ;

In 1801 the population of Venezuels, includ- -
ing Varinas, amounted to 500,000 persons.

SECTION II.

CITY OF CARACAS AND LA GUATYRA.

Here perhaps Caracas should be described
before its port ; but by inverting that order, we
niay the more easily profit by the excellent
parrative of Humboldt in his journey from La
Guayra to Caracas, which on this subject is our
best authority.

The latitude of La Gunyra is 107 86/ 19",
and the longitude 69° 26/ 13",

The situation of this port is very singular,
and can be compared only to that of Santa
Cruz in Teneriffe. The chain of mountains
which separates the port from the high valley
of Caracas, descends almost directly into the
sea ; and the houses of the town are backed by
a wa]l of steep rocks. Hence the stones which
fall from the mountain tops frequently occa-
sion serious damage. The town has no visual
horizon, except what the sea forms on the
north ; and there scarcely remains one hundred
or one hundred and forty toises breadth of flat
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ture, and not the excess of heat, or its absolute
quantity, which occasions the sufferings of the
inhabitants of the torrid zone. -

The mean of the observations made at noon,
from the 27th of June to the 16th of Novem-
ben, were at La Guayra 81+6° of the centigrade
thermometer ; at Cumana 29'5* ; at Vera Cruz
£877° ; at the Havannah 29'5%. The daily dif-
, ference, at the same hour, scarcely exceeded

0'8° or'1'4°. During this period, it rained but
four times, and then only for seven or eight
minutes. At this season prewails the yellow
féver, which ususlly dissppears st La Guayrs,
as at Vera Cruz and the island of St Vincent,
when the temperature of the day descends be-
low twenty-three or twenty-four degrees. The
mean temperature of the hottest month was
at La Guayra nearly 208°; at Cumana 29-1°;
st Vera Cruz 27'7°; at Ciiro, sccording to
Nouet, 200°; at Rome 25°. From the 16th
of November tp the 19th of December, the
mean temperature of noon at La Guayra was
only 24°3°, at night 21'6°. This is the time
at which the sufferings from heat are the leasi;
and yet I do not believe that the thermometer
ever falls (and it is lowest a little before sun-
rise) below 21° It sometimes descends at
- Cumana to 21-2°; at Vera Cruz to 16°; at the
Havannah (always when the north wind blows)
to 8°% and even lower. The mesn temperature



of 'the coldest*® month is, in these four places,
23-¢°, 208°, 21°1°, 21:0°% At Cairo it is 134",
The mean of the whole year, according to good
_observativns, carefully calculated, is at La
Guayra nearly 28:1°; at Cumana 277°; at
Vera Cruz 2544°; at tlm Havannsh 256°; at
Rio Janeiro 253'5°; at Santa Cruz in Tenetiffe,
in the latitude of 28° 28/, but backed, like La
Guayra, by a wall of rocks, 219°; at Cilru
224°; at Home 15-8°,

From the whole of these observations it fbl-
lows, that La Guayra is oneof the hottest places
on the earth ;t that the quantity of heat which

‘it receives in the course of a year, is & little:
greater than that felt at Cumana ; but that in
the months of November, December, and
January,? (at equal distance from the two
passages of the sun through the zenith of the

" town), the atmosphere cools mote at La Guayra.
May not this cooling, much slighter than that

which is felt almost at the same time at Vera

* The mean of the bottest month at Paria is 18° or 207,
consequently three or four. drgrt-ﬂ less than the coldest
month at La Guayre.

-l-InAlI.lhmmtumpmtumd‘Ahuhu of Madras, .
and of Batavia, are not sbove 25° and 27%; but the hottest
roonth st Madras rises to 829, according to Roxburgh ; and
at Abushar, on the Persian Gulf, aceording to Mr Jukes,
to 839°; which is from two to four degrees higher than .
at Caire. ~

t From the middle of the month of January, the heat
ha:mlomgluntul.nﬂum .

VOL. I n
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Cruz and at Hayagnah, be the effect of the
more western pasition of La Guayra ?* :
The powerful action of the sun on the ce-
rebral functions is extremely dreaded at La
Guayra, especially at the period when the yel-
low fever begins to be felt. * Being one dsy
on the terrace of the house, says Huroboldt, to
pbserve at noan the difference of the thermo-
meter in the sun and in the shade, 1 saw 2
man approaching behind me, who cogjured me
to swallow & potion which he held prepared in
his hand, He was a physician, who bad ob-,
served me from hin window during half an
hour bar¢headed, and exposed to the rays of
the sun. Heg asaured me that, born in a very
northern climate, I should infallibly, after the
imprudence I had committed, feel symptoms of
the yellow fever that very evening, if I obsti-
nately refused to take the preservative against
it. I wasnot alarmed by this prediction, how-
ever serious, believing myself to have been
long seasoned ; but how could I avoid yielding
to entreaties that had so benevolent a motive?
I swallowed the dose; and the physician per-
haps reckoned me among the number of the
sick whom he had saved in the course of the

',EII'-"

At the time 'of Humboldt's abode at La
Guayra, the scourge of yellow fever, or calen-
tuta amarilld, had been known oanly two years;
. and the mortality had not been considerable,
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becamse the oonflienes of strungers on the
coast of Carseas was Jess than at the Havan.
mah and Vers Cruz. A fow imdividuals;, even
Crebles snd Mulattoes, Were sometimes taken
oﬂ‘m&dmlybymhimmguhr remitient fe.

Kous appearances, hemorrhages, and other °
symptoms equslly alarming, appeared to have
sowe angfogy with the yellow fever. They:
were generally men employed inn the bard la-
bour of cutting wood-win the forests, for in.
stance, in the neighbourhood of the little port
of Carupano, or the Gulf of Ssnta Fé west of -
Cumana. Their death often alarmed the un-
seasonod Eunropeany in towns which were re-
garded as eminently healthy ; but the seeds of
the sporadical malady by which they had been
attacked were propagated no farther. On the
ooast of Tierra Firme, the real typhos of Ame-
rica, which is known by the names vomiio
prielo (the black vomit), and of yellow fever,
and which ought to be considered as a morbid
affection §ui generis, was known only at Porto
Cabello, at Carthagena, and at Sants Martha,
where Gastelbondo had observed and describ-
ed it in 1729. The Spaniards who had recent-
ly disembarked, and the inhabitants of the val-
ley of C‘aracas, were not then afraid to reside
at La Guayra. They complained only of the
oppressive heat, which prevailed during a great
part of the year. If they opposed themselves
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to the immediate action of the sun, they dread.
ed at most only those inflammations of the skin
or eyes, which are felt every-where in the tor-
rid zone, and which dre often accompanied by
a febrile affection, and powerful congestions in

the head. Many individuals preferred the ar-

" dent but uniform climate of La Guayrs, to the
cool but extremely variable climate of Cara-
cas; and scarcely mymenhﬂnmmdeuf
the insalubrityof that port.

Since the year 1747, every thing has chang-
ed. Commetce- being opened to other vessels
- than those of the mother couptry, seamen born
in colder climates than Spain, and consequent-
ly more sensible to the impressions of the cli-
mate of the torrid Zone, began to frequent La
Guayra, The yellow fever declared itself:
North Americans seized with the typhus weré
received in the Spanish hospitals; and it was
affirmed that they had imported the contagion,
and that before they entered the road, the dis-
case had appeared on board & brig which came
from Philadelphis. The captain of the brig
denied this; and asserted, that far from hav-
ing introdyced this malady, his sailors had
caught it in the port. We know from what
happened at Cadiz in 1800, how difficult it is
to elucidate facts, when their uncertainty serves
to favour hypotheses which are diametrically
opposite. The more enlightened inhabitants
of Caracas and La Guayra, divided in opinion,




like the physicians in Europe and the United
States, on the principle of contagion of the yel-
low fever, cited the instance of the same Ame-
* rican vessel to prove, some, that the typhus
came from abroad, and others, that it took
birth in the country itself. Those who em-
braced the latter system admitted, that an ex-
traordinary alteration had been caused in the
coustitution of the atmosphere, by the over-
flowings of the Rio de La Guayra. The stag-
mant waters which then infected the stores,
the cellars, and the dungeons of the public
prison, no doubt diffused ‘miasmata in the air,
which, as predisposing causes; may have acce-
lerated the development of the yellow fever;
but Humboldt believes, that the inundation of
the Rio de La Guayra was as little the primary
cause, as the overflowings of the Guadalquivir,
the Xenil, and Gual-Medina were at Seville, at

Ecija, or at Malaga, in the fatal epidemics of
1800 and 1804, He examined with attention
the bed of the torrent of La Guayra, and sa%
there only a barren soil, blocks of mica-slate,
and goeiss, containing pyrites broken off from
the Sierra de Avila, but pothing that could
have had any effect on the purity of the air.

- Since the year 1797 and 1798, the same In
which there was a dreadful mortality at Phila-
delphia, Santa Lucia, and St Domingo, the
yellow fever has continued its ravages at La
Guayra. It has proved fatal not only to the
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troops mewly arrived from Spain, bat ko &
those wlm:h had been falied far from the

coasts, in the Lianos betweem Calsbozo and

Uritucy, ia s region almost as hot a5 La Guay- *
s, but favourable to Bealth. This latter phe--
nomenon weuld surprise us more, if we did not
know that evén the natives of Vera Cruz, who
are not attacked with the typhues in their own.
town, sometimes sink undar it in the spdemics
of the Havannsh aud the Usited States, i

As the black vomsit finids an insurmountsble
limit ot the Encero (fous hundred and seventy.
six toiwes high) on the declivity of the moun.:
tains of Mexico oa the road to Kalapa, where:
the paks and a cool and delidious climate bes
ginj the yellow fever scarcely iever passes bes
yond the ridge of mountsins which separates
La Guayre from the valley of Caracas, This
valley has been exempted from it for s long
time; for we must hot confousd the vamito
and the yellow fever with the jrregular and
balious fevern, The Cusbre and the Cerro dé
Adila form a very useful rampart fo the town -
of Caracss, the elevation of which a little ex-.
ceods that of the Encero, but of which the
mean {ecpersture is above that of Xalapa,

“ The more, says Humboldt, that I reflect on
this subject, the more mysterious appears to-
me all that relates to those gaseous emanations
which we call so vaguely the sseds of coota-
. gion, and which are supposed to be developed




The typhus soon begins to exert its ravages
among other Europeans, bam in more southern
countries.. If it propagate itself by contagion,
it seems surprising, that in the towns of the
equinoctial continent it does not attach itself
td certain streets; and that immédiate coptact
does not augment the danger any moré than
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seclusion diminishes it.* The sick, when re-
moved to the inland country, and especially to
cooler and more elevated spots, to Xalapa for
instance, do not communicate the typhus to
the inhabitants of those places, either because
it is not contagious in its nature, or becume
the predisposing causes are not the same as in
the regions of the shore. When there is a con-
siderable diminution of the temperature, the
epidemy usually ceases even on the spot where
it first appeared. It again begins at the ap-
proach of the hot season, and sometimes long
before; though during several months there
has been no sick person in the harbour, and
no ship has entered it. -

The typhus of America appears to be con-
fined to the shore, either because those persons
who bring the disease disembark there, and
.goods supposed te be impregnated with dele-
terious -miasmata are there accumulated; or
becanse, on the sea-side, gaseous emanations of -
a particular nature are formed. The aspect of
the places where typhus exerts its' ravages, -

® It the Oriental plague (another typhus characterised
by a great disorder in the lymphatic system), immediate
contact is less to be feared thao is geoerally thought. M.
Larrey asserts, that the tumefied glands may be touched,
or cauterized, without danger ; bot he thinks we ought not
to risk putting on the clothes of persons attacked with the
plague.—Mem. sur les Maladies de I'Armée Francoise
en Egypte, p. 85

Ll
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seeme often to exclude all idea of a local'or
, endeéinicil origin. It has been seen to prevail
in the Canaries, the Bermudas, and amonjy the
smsller West India islands, in dry places for-
merly distinguished for the great salubrity of
© their climate. Examples of the propagation of
thie yellow fever in the inland paris of the tor.
rid zone, appear very doubtful : this malady
may have been confounded with remitting bi-
lious fevers. With respect to the temperate
zone, in which the contagious character of the
_typhus of America is more decided, the dis-
ezse has indubitably spread far from the shore,
* even into very elevated places exposed to cool
and dry winds, as in Spain, at Medina Sidonis,’
at Carlotts, and the city of Murcia. °

That variety of phenomena which the same
epidemic exhibits, according to the difference
of climates, the union of predisposing causes,
its shorter or longer duration, and the degree
of its exacerbation, should render us extrémely
circumspect in tracing the secret causes of the
American typhus. An enlightened observer,
M. Bailly, who, at the time of the violent
epidemics in 1802 and 1803, was-chief physi-
cian to the colony of St Domingo, snd who has
studied that disease in the island of Cuba, the
United States, and Spain, thinks, * that ‘the

typhus is very often, but not alwa_vs, mnt;g:l.-
uus.ll :
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ravages in La Guayrs, thd want of dlednliness
in thit littld sown has been exagperated, liks
. that of Vera Crui, pnd of she quaye or wharfs
of Philadelphis. In a plate whope tha sdil is
extremely dry, demitule of vegetstion; and
whers & few drops of .water scarcely full in
duce what are called miasmats, cannot be very
frequent. The stréets of La Guayrs sppesr in
general to be tolesably dlean, with the excep.
tion of the quarter of the slanghter-houses,
The sea has no beach, on which the remains
of fuei and of mellnsca are heaped up ; but the -
weighbouring eaast, which stretches to the cast
toward Cape Codera, and censequently to the
windward of La Guayrs, is extremely unhealthy.
prevail st Maeuto, and at Caravalledn; aad
when from time to time the breese is interrupt-
od by a westerly wind, the little bay of Cotis
sonds an sir loaded with putrid emanstions
toward the coast of La Guayra, notwithstand.
ing the ramipart opposed by Cape Blance.
The yellow fevér aad the black vomit otase
periodically at the Havaoush and Vera Cruz-
when the north winds briog the cold asir of
Canada toward the Gulf of Mexico. Happily
the mortality has diminished since the treat.
ment of this epidemic has been varjed, accord~
ing to the character it presents in different
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years; and sinee the diflenens stiges of the dis
case héve been better stndied, which are recog-
nigsd by symptoms of inflamtnatibn and of debi~
By, It would be unjist to deny the success
which the new system of medicibe has dblain~
ed over this tarrible sconrgos yet the persihe
mon of this suqgciss has npt made jouxch pre-
greds in the coudtry, ¢ is thdre ssid preity.
generally, * that the physicians now. explain the
course df the disesss in 4 mote setisfhctory
manner than they did formerly, but they de¢
mot cire it better ; that herstofbre the patient
wis left to die dowly, taking no otber remody
tham an infusion of temarinds ; snd that in our
days & more active practice tarries him to the
grave in & dore direct snd sxpeditious mao-
ner,” ; i

This opihion is not founded upon #n ao-
curste knowladge of what was done formerly
in the West India islands, The voyags of
Father Labat sufficiently desonstrates, ‘that in

" the beginning of the 18th century the physiz

cians of the West Indiss did not suffer the sick
to die so tranquilly sa seemis td be supposdd..
They did oot then kill by emeétics, bark, gnd
opium, employed in too latge doses, and un-
seasonably, but by frequent bleedings, and the
abuss of purgatives. The physicidns fndeed
. asemed so well aware of the effacts of their
treatinent, that they had the candpur # to pren
sent themselves at the bed-side of the sick, sc-
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companied at their first visit by a coufessor and
lnotuy." Atpmgnt. in neat and well con-
ducted hospitals, they often succedd in reduc-
ing the number of deaths to eighteen or fiftéen
in & hundred, and even a little less. But
whenever the sick are crowded together, the
mortality ipcreases to one-half pr even to three
.quarters, of which the French army in St Do-
mingo afforded gn example in 1802.

La Guayra is rather a roadstead than a port.
The sea is constantly agitated, and the ships
suffer at once by the action of the wind, the
tide ways, the bad anchorage, and the wormsi ;
but this port has' the advantage of being only
five leagues from Caracas.

La Guayra is a bay open to all winds, and
an unsafe anchorage in stormy weather. The
surge is also very prevalent here, which, joined
with the winds, contributes greatly to augment
the inconveniencies of the port. The depth of
water does not exceed eight fathoms at the dis-
tance of one quarter of a league from the beach.
The lading is consequently taken in with diffi-
culty, and the height of the swell prevents em-
barking mules here as at New Barcelona and
Porto Cabello. The free Mulattoes and Ne-
groes, who carry the cacao on board the ships,
are a class of men of very remarkable muscular
strength : They go up to their middles through
the water; and what is well worthy of atten-
tion, they have nothing to fear from the sharks
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which are so frequent in this barbour® But
that is not all: the surge actswith the same
violence at the bottom as on the surface of the |,
water; by which agitation the sand being stir.
red up and raised from the bottom, is carried
along by the current, and deposited upon the
anchors; till they are in a short time.so.deeply
hmedundgr:t.thnbefmtbeupluuunuf
"a month it is impossible to hoist them ; they
either break their cables, or are under the ne-
u-'tyofmttingthm To avoid the certain

* This fsct seems connected with that which is often
observed between the tropjcs relstively to other classes of
onimals that live in society ; for instance, monkeys and
crocodiles. In the missions of the Orinoco and the River
of Amazons, the Indians, who catch monkeys to sell them,
know wery well that they can easily slicceed in taming
those which infisbit certain islands; while monkeys of the
same species, caught in the neighbouring continent, die of
terror or rage when they find themaelves jn the power of
man. The crocodiles of one pool in the Llanos sre cow-
ardly, and fice even in the water while those of another
attack with extreme intrepidity. It would be difficult to
nplﬂnlhdnﬁumdmmmdluhm,hymuptu
of their respective localities. The sharks of the port of
La Gusyra seem to fornish an snalogous example. They
are dangerous and blood-thirsty st the island opposite the
coast of Caruces, st Lbe Roques, at Bonayre, and at Cu-
rassso ; while they forbear to sttack persons swimming in
the ports of La Guayra and Santa Martha. The people,
who, in order to simplify the explanation of natural phe-
nomens, have always recourse to the marvellous, affirm,
that in both places a bishep gave his benediction to the
sharks.
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Jots which would thus be incurred, every vesael
hdﬂ‘gﬁdhbﬁﬂaﬂdﬂtmm-mofqhtchp
Moreover, the worma cemmit greater ravages
here than in any other part.

“The government haa saqught to mha La
Guayra only a military post, snd ita commeece
only = shipping place for the capitel. The
greater part of the merchants of La Guayss
are only the agents of those of Caraces, of
uhmhdnfnmunbutﬁo*hrf. All the
buimk@ﬂﬂm*ﬂmm
goes to La Guayra to receive the cargo ad-
dressed to him from Europe, or that which. he
buys. In either case, all the articles received
on commission, or bought, are sent to Caracas
to be sold. There remains at La Guayra aoly
what the portoonsumes. All commodities are
purchased as well as sold at Caracas, and are
sent to La ‘Guayra only to be embarked.

The annual amount of the commerce of this
port, which is the principal one of the pravince,
has been estimated (in peaceable times) to
arise to the sum of L.346,600, in the exporta-
tion of cacao, indigo, cotton, coffee, and hides ;
and the importation of European aund other
goods to L.511,700 sterling in the same period.

In following the granitic coast of La Guayra
toward the west, we find between this port,
which is in fact but an ill sheltered roadstead,
and that of Porto Cabello, several indentations
of the land, furnishing excellent anchorage foe
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ships. Buch sre the small bay of Catia, Low
- Arecifes, Puerto lIa Crug, Chorgni, Sienega 'de
Odumare, Turlamo, Burburata, and Patanebo.
All these ports, with the exception of that of
Buorburats, fronf which mules are exported to
Jamaica, sre mow frequented omly by smali
consting vessels, which are there laden with
provision and émcao from the surrounding
plantations. The inhabitants of Caracas, those
at least who have more extensive views, feel a
great interest in the anchorage of Catia, to the
west-of Cape Blanco. A ravine, known by the
name of the Quebrdda de Tipe, descends from
the table-land of Carscas towards Catia. A
design has long been formed of making s wag-
goa raad through this ravine, and of abandon-
ing the ancient road to La Guayra, which re--
sembles the passage over St Gothard. Accord-
ing to this plan, the port of Catia, equally large
end safe, would replace that of La Guasyra.
Unfortunately, however, all that shore to lee.
ward of Cape Blanco abounds with mangroves,
and is extremely unhealthy. :

When in the season of the great heats we
bresthe the burning atmosphere of La Guayra, *
and turn our eyes toward-the mountains, we
are strongly impressed by the idea, that at the
direct distance of five or six thousand toises, a
population of forty thousand souls, sssembled
in ‘a2 marrow valley, enjoys all the coolness of
spring of a temperature which at night des.
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cends to 12° of the centesimal thermometer.
This near approach of different climates is-
common in-the .Cordilleras of the Andes ; but
every-where, at Mexico, at Quito, in Peru,
and in New Grenads, a long’journey must be
made into the interior, either by the plains, or
by proceeding up the rivers, in order to reach
the great cities, which are the centres of civi-
lization. The height of Caracas is but s third
of that of Mexico, Quito, and Santa Fé de
Bogota ; yet among all the capitals of Spanish
America which enjoy a cool and delicious
climate in the midst of the Yorrid zone, Caracas
stands mearest to the coast. What a privilege
to possess a sea-port at three leagues distance,
and to be situate among mountains on a table-
-land which would produce wheat, if the culti-
vation of the coffee-tree were not preferred !
The road from La Guayra to the valley of
Caracas, is infinitely finer than that from Hon-
da to Santz Fé, or that from Guayaquil to
Quito. It is even kept in better order than
the ancient road, which led from the port of .
Vera Cruz to Perote, on the eastern declivity
of the mountains of New Spain. With good
mules, it requires but three hours to go from
the port of La Guayra to Caracas, and only
two bours to return. With loaded mules, or
on-foot, the journey is from four to five hours.
The road which leads from the port-to
Caracas resembles the passages over the Alps,
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the road of St Gothard, and of the Great St
Bernard. Taking the level of the road had
never been attempted before Humboldt’s arri-
val in the province of Venezuela. No precise
idea had even been formed of the elevation of
the valley of Caracas. It had, indeed, been
long observed, that the descent was much less
from La Cumbre and Las Vueltas, which is

- the. culminating point of the road toward the
Pastora at the entrance of the valley of Caracas,
than toward the port of La Guayra; but the
‘mountain of Avila having a very considerable
bulk, the eye cannot discover at the same time
the points to be compared. It is even impos-
sible to form & precise ides of the elevation of
Caracas from the climate of the valley. The
air in it is codled by the descending currents,
and by the fogs which envelop the lofty sum-
mit of the Silla during a great part of the year.
Humboldt had often gone on foot from La
Guayra to Caracas; and he sketched a profile
of the road, founded on twelve points, the
heights of which were determined by barome-
tric measurements.”

® The following are the barometrical chservations and
their resulta: Malquetia, 3850 ; therm. 256°. La Vents,
a large inn on the northern slope of La Cumbre, or the
Cerro de Avila, bar, 294-1 ; therm. 19-2°. El Guayavo, or
the Little Venta de ln Cumbre, 285-3 ; therm. 187, Fort
of La Cuchills, 281-5; therm. 18-8°% Venta Chica de
Sanchorquiz, 284-2; therm, 18-7%. Near the spring of

VoL, I. E



The ascent beging with a ridge of rocks ex-
tremely steep, and stations that bear the name
of Torrequemada, Curucuti, and Salto, to a
large inn (La Venta) built at six hundred toises
above the level of the sea, The denomination
of the Burnt Tower indicstes the sensation that
is felt in descending towsrds La Guayra. A
suffocating heat is reflected by the walls of
rock, and still more by the barren plains on
which the traveller looks down. ©Om this road,
‘as on that from Vers Cruz to Mexico, and
wherever on a rapid declivity the climate
changes, the increase of muscular strength and
the sensation of well-being that we experience
as we advance into strats of cooler air, appear-
ed to Humboldt less striking than that feeling
of languor and weakness which seizes on the
frame when we descend toward the burning
plains of the coast.

From Curucuti to Salto the ascent is some-
what less laborious. The windings of the road
contribute to render the declivity easier, as in
the old road over Mount Cenis. The leap, or
Salto, is a crevice which is passed on a draw-

Banchorquis (La Fuente), 266+ ; therm. 16-6°. Last Livde
Venta, before arriviag at the Cross of La Guayrs, 2841 ;
therm. 18:68°. The Crom of La Guayrs, 2922 ; therm. 196°.
The Custom-house of Caracas, Aduana de la Pastors, bar.
3019 therm. 15°1°. Caracas at the Trinidad, barom.
80%7; therm, 15-8%. The resu'ts calculsted sre perhaps
somewhat 100 little
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bridge. Real fortificationa crown the summit
of the mountain: At Vents, the thermometer
at noon was at 19'3°, when at Ls Guayra it
kept up to 26-2°.

. Since the period when neutrals have beea
from time to time admitted into the ports of
the Spanish eolonies, strangers have been more
eazily permitted to ascend to Caracas than to
Mexico. La Venta already enjoys some cele-
brity in Europe and in the United States for the
beauty of ita scenery. This spot does indeed,
when the clouds permit, present a magnificent
view of the sea and the meighbouring coasts.
You disapver an horizon of more than twenty-
two leagues radivs ; the white and barren shore
reflects & dazeling mass of light ; and you see at
your fest Cape Blanco, the village of Maique-
tis with its cocoa trees, La Guayra, and the
vessels that enter the port. But this view is
far: more extraordinary when the sky is not se-
rene, and trains of clouds, strongly illumined on
their tipper surface, seem projected like floating
islands on-the surface.of the ocean. Strata of
vapour, hovering at different heights, then form
intermediary spaceg between the eye ‘and the
lower regions. From an illusion easily ex-
plained, they enlarge the scene, and render it
more solemn, Trees and dwellings discover
themselves from time to time through, the
openings which are left by the clouds driven
on by the winds, and rolling over one another.

L



Objects then appear at a greater depth than
when seen through a pure and uniformly serene
air. On the declivity of the mountains of
Mexico, at the same height, (between La
Trancas and Xalapa), the sea is at twelve
leagues distance, snd the view of the coast is
confused ; while on the road from La Guayra
to Caracas we command the plains (the tierra
caliente) as from the top of a tower.
Humboldt determined by direct observations
the latitude of La Venta, to enable himself to
give & more precise idea of the distance of the
coasts. The latitude is 10° 3%’ 9”. Its longi-
tude appeared to him by the chronometer®
nearly 2’ 47" west of the town of Caracas.
. From the Venta, called also Venta Grande, to
distinguish it from three or four small inns then
established along the road, there is still an as-
cént of one hundred and fifty toises to reach
Guayavo. This is nearly the most lofty point’
of the way. Humboldt carried the barometer
still farther, a little above La Cumbret io the
little fort of La Cuchills. Being without a
passport, (for during five years he had never
needed one, but at the moment of disembark-
ing), he was nearly arrested by a post of artil-
lerymen. To calm the anger of these old sol-
diers, he translated for them into Castilian varas

* The eltitudes of the sun, which he taok on the 20th
of Jaouary 1800, were very near the meridian.
t+ The top, or summir,
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the number of toises their post was above the
level of the sea. 'This seemed, however, to in-
terest them little; and he owed his liberty
solely to an Andalusian, who became very trac-
table when he told him, that the mountains of
his country, the Sierra Nevada of Grenada, were
far more lofty than all the mountains in the pro-
vince of Caracas.

“ When I passed, says Humboldt, for the first
time that table-land on my way to the capital
of Venezuela, I found several travellers assem-
bled round the little inn of Guayavo to rest their
mules. They were inhabitants of Caracas, and
were disputing on the efforts towards indepen-
dence which had been made a short time be-
fore. Joseph Espaiia had perished on the scaf-
fold ; and his wife groaned in a prison, because
she had given an asylum to her husband when
a fugitive, and had not denounced him to the
government. I was struck with the sgitation
which prevailed in every mind, and the bitter-
ness with which questions were debated on
which men of the same country ought not to
have differed in opinion. While they descant-
ed on the hatred of the Mulattoes against the
free Negroes and Whites, on the wealth of the
monks, and the difficulty of holding slaves. in
obedience, a cold wind, that scemed to descend
from the lofty summit of the Silla of Caracas,
enveloped us in a thick fog, and put an end
to this animated conversation. We sought for
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shelter in the Venta del Guayavo. When we en-
tered the inn, an old man, who had spoken with
the most calmness, reminded the others how
imprudent it was, in a time of denunciation on
the mountain as well asin the city, to engage
in political discussions. These words, uttered
in a spot of so wild an aspect, made a lively im-
pression on my mind ; which was often renew-
ed during our journeys in the Andes of New
Grenada and Peru. In Europe, where nations
~ decide their quarrels in the plains, we climb
the mountsins in search of solitude and liberty.
In the New World, the Cordilleras are inhabit-
ed to the height of twelve thousand feet; and
thither men carry with them their political dis-
sensions, ‘and their little and -hateful passions.
Gsaming-houses are established on the ridge of
the Andes, whezever the discovery of mines has
led to the foundation of townis; and in those vast
solitudes, almost above the region of the clouds,
in thé ‘midst of objects fitted' to elevate the
thoughts, the news of & decoration or a title
" refused by the court, often disturbs the happi-
ness of families. '

“ Whether we gaze on the distant horizon of
the sea, or direct our looks to the south-east
toward that serrated ridge of rocks which
seems to unite the Cumbre and the Silla,
though separated from them by the ravine
(quebrada) of Tocume, every-where we admire
the grand character of the' landscape. ¥From
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Guayavo we proceed for half an hour over a
smooth table-Jand covered with alpine plants.
This part of the way, on accommt of its windings,
is called Las Vueltas. We find, a little higher
up, the barracks or magaaines of flour which
were constructed by the Guipuzcoa Company,
in a spot. of cool temperature, when they had
the exclusive monopoly of the trade of Caracas,
and supplying it with provision. On the road-
to Las Vueltas, we see for the first time the
capital standing three bundred tois¢s below, in
a valley luxuriantly planted with coffee and
European fruit trees. Travellers are aocustom-
ed to stop near a fine spring, known by the
pame of Fuente de Sanchorquiz, that descends
from the Sierra on sloping strata of gneiss. 1
found its temperature 16°4°, which, for an
elevation of seven hundred and twenty-six
toises, is a considerable coolness ; aod it would
appear still gregter to those who drink its lim.
pid water, if, instead of gushing out between
La Cumbre and the temperate valley of Cara-
cas, it were found on the descent toward La
Guayra.  But I have observed, that at this
descent on the northern side of the mountain,
the rock, by an uncommon exception in that
country, does not dip to the north.west, but to
the esouth-east, which prevents the subterra-
neous waters from forming springs there.”

- 'We continue to descend from the small ravine
of Sanchorquiz to La Cruz de La Guayra—a
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cross erected on an open spot, six hundred and
thirty-two toises high, and thence (entering by
the custom-house and the quarter of the Pas-
tora) to the city of Caracas.

Caracas is situate in 10° 80’ 15" north lati-’
tude, and 67° 4 45” west longitude, The town
is seated at the entrance of the plain of. Chacso,
which extends three leagues east towards Cau-
rimare and the Cuesta de Auyamas, and which
is two leagues and a half in breadth. This
plain, through which runs the Rio Guayra, is
four hundred and fourteen toises in height
above the level of the sea.

The ground which the town of Caracas oc-
cupies is uneven, and has a steep slope from
NNW to SSE.

In order to form an exdct idea of the situs-
tion of Caracas, we must recollect the general
disposition of the mountains of the coast, and
the great longitudinal valleys by which they
are traversed. .

The river Guayra rises in the group of
primitive mountains of Higuerota, which sepa-
rates the valley of Caracas from that of Aragua.
It is formed near Las Ajuntas by the junction
of the little rivers of San Pedro and Macarso,
and runs first to the east as far as the Cuesta of
Auyamas, and then to the south to unite its
waters with Rio Tuy below Yare. The Rio
Tuy is the only considerable river in the north-
ern and mountainous part of the province. It
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follows regulnrly the direction from west to east
for thirty leagues in a struight line, more than
three quarters of which are navigable. By
barometrical messurements Humboldt found
the slope of the Tuy for this length, from the
plantation of Manterola, at the foot of the high
mountain.of Cocuyza, 3’ east from Victoria, to
its mouth, east of Cape Codera, two hundred
and ninety-five toises. This river forms, in the
chain of the coast, a kind of longitudinal valley,
while the waters of the Llanos, or of five-sixths
of the province of Caracas, follow the slope of
the land toward the south, and join the Ori-
noco. This hydrographic sketch may throw
some light on the natural tendency of the inha-
bitants of the same province, to export their
productions by different roads. _

If the valley of Caracas be only a lateral
branch of that of the Tuy, these two valleys
still remain parallel during some time. They
are separated by hilly ground, which we cross
in going from Caracas to the high savannahs of
Ocumare, passing by Le Valle and Salamanca.
These savannahs themselves are beyond the
Tuy ; ard the valley of the Tuy being a great °
deal lower than that of Caracas, the descent is
almost constantly from north to south. In the
same manner a8 Cape-Codern, the Silla, the
Cerro de Avila between Caracas and La Gua-
yra, and the mountsins of Mariara, constitute
the most northern and elevated range of the
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mountains of the coast: the mountsins of Ps-
naquire, Ocumare, Guirips, and the Villa de
Cura, form the most southern range. The
general direction of the strata compoting this
vast chain of the const is from south-west to
north-east, and their dip is usually toward the
north-west. - Hence it follows, that the direc-
tion of the primitive strsta is independent of
that of the whale chain.

It is to be regretted that the town of Cara-
cas was not built farther to the east, below the
entrance of the Ananco into the Gusyra, an
that spot near Chacao where the valley widens
into an extensive plain, which seems to bave
been levelled by the abode of the waters.
Diego de Losada, when be founded the town,
followed no doubt the traces of the first estas
blishment made by Faxardo. :The -Spaniards,
at that time attracted by the reputation of the
gold mines of Los Teques and Baruta, were
not yet masters of the whole valley, and prefer-
red remaining near the road which Jed to the
coast. The town of Quito is similarly built in
the narrowest and most uneven part of a valley
between two fine plains—Turupamba, and
Rumipamba, of which grest advantage might
have been taken, had the ancient Indian habi-
tations been abandbned.

The descent is continval from the custom.
house of the Pastora, by the square of Trinidsd
and the Plaga Masjor, to Sants Rosalia and the



5

Rio Gusyra. Humboldt found, by barometri-
cal messurements, that the custom-house was
thirty toises above the square of Trinidad, near
which he-made his' sstronomical observations ;
this square, eight toises higher than the pave-
ment of the Cathedral in the great bquare;
and the great square thirty-two toises above the
Rio Gusyrsa at La Noria. This declivity of the
ground does not prevent carrisges from going
sbout the town ; but the inhabitants make little
use of them.

. “Three small rivers descending from the
mountains, the Anauco, the Catucho, and the
Caraguata, ctoss the town from nerth to south :
their banks are very high, and, with the dried-
up ravines which join them furrowing the
ground, remind the traveller of the famous
Guaicos of Quito, being only on a smaller
scale. '

The small extent of the valley, and the
proximity-of the high mountsins of Avila and
the 8ills, give a gloomy and stern character to
the scenery of Caracas, particularly in that
part of the year wheo the coolest temperature
prevails—in-the months of November snd De-
cember.  The mormings are then very fines
and on a clear and serene sky we perceive
the two domes or rounded pyramids of the
Silla, and the craggy ridge of the Cerro de
Avila. But toward the evening the atmos-
phere thickens; the mountains are covered ;
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streams of vapour cling to their ever-green
slopes, and seem to divide them into zones
one shove another. These zones are gradually
blended together : the cold air which descends
from the Silla accumulates in the valley, and
condenses the light vapours into large fleecy
clouds. These often descend below the Cross
of La Guayra, and advance, gliding on the soil,
toward the Pastora of the Caracas and the ad-
jacent quarter of Trinidad. “ At the view of
this misty sky, says Humboldt, I could scarce-
ly think mygelf in one of the temperate valleys
of the torrid zone; but rather in the north of
Germany, among the pines and the larches
overshadowing the mountains of the Hartz.”

But this gloomy and melancholy aspect, this
contrast between the clearness of the morning
and the cloudy sky of the evening, are not ob-
served in the midst of summer. The nights of
June and July are clear and delicious. The
atmosphere then preserves, aslmost without in-
terruption, that purity and transparency which
are peculiar to table-lands, and all elevated
valleys, in calm weather, and so long as the
winds do not mix strata of air of unequal tem-
perature. This is the season for enjoying all
the beauty of the landscape.

The two rounded summits of the Silla® are

* Humboldt fourdd at the square of Trinidad the appa-
rent height of the Silla 11° 12 49", It was about four
thousand five liundred toises distant. ,
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beheld at Caracas almost under the same an-
gles of elevation as the Peak of Teneriffe at
the port of Orotava. The first half of the
mountain is covered with short grass; then
succeeds the zone of ever-green trees, which
reflects a purple light at the season when the
befaria, the alpine rose tree of equinoctial
Americs, is in blossom. The rocky masses rise
above this zone in the form of woody domes.
Destitute of vegetation, they incresse by the
nakedness of their surface the apparent height
of a mountain, which in temperate Europe
would scarcely enter on the limit of perpetual
snows. The cultivated region of the valley,
and the gay fields of Chacao, Petare, and La
Vega, form an agreeable contrast to the impos-
ing aspect of the Sills, and the great heavings
of the, ground on the north of the town.

The climate of Caracas bas often been called
a perpetual spring. This is found every-where
half- way up the Cordilleras of equinoctial Ame-
rica between four hundred and nine hundred
toises of elevation, unless the great breadth of
the valley, joined to mn arid soil, causes an ex-
traordinary intensity® of radiant caloric. What
indeed can we imagine more delightful than a
temperature, which in the day keeps between
20" and 26°t and at night between 16° and
18°% which .is equally favourable to the plan-

* Arat Carthago and Ibagua in Cundinamarca.
+ Between 16° and 20°8° Reaum.
1 Between 12-8° and 144° Hesum.
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tain (camburi), the orange tree, the coffee
tree, .the apple, the apricot, and com? A ns-
tional writer compares the sitnation.of Caracas
to the tecrestrial paradise, and recognizes in
the Ananco and the neighbouring torrents, the
four rivess of the Garden of Eden.

It is to be regretted thnl:uu:hlhampm:h
climate is generally inconstant and varishle.
The inhabitants of Caracas complain of having
several seasons in the same day; and of the'
rapid .change from one season to another. In
the month of January, for instance, a night of
which the mean temperature is 16°, is followed -
by a day when the thermometer, during eight
successive hours, keeps above 22° in the shade,
In the same day, we find the temperature of
24° and 18°. These oscillations are extremely
common in our temperate climate of Europe,
but, under the torrid zone, the Europeans
themselves are so accustomed to the uniform
action of exterior stimulus, that they suffer
from s change of temperature of 6°. At Cu-
mans, and every-where in the plains, the tem-
perature, from 11 in the morning il 11 at
night, changes only 2° or 3°.
.. Moreover, these varistions act on the huinan
frame at Caracas more violently than could be

supposed from the mere indications of the ther-
mmrlzr. In this narrow valley, the atmos-
phere is in some sort balanced between two
winds—one which comes from the west or the
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sea side, and the other from.the east or the
inland country. The first is known by the
neme of the wind of Catia, because it blows
from Catia to the west of Cape Blanco, through
the ravine of Tipe. The wind of Catia has only
the appearance of 2 western wind ;. it is oftener
the breere of the east and north-east, which
rushing with extreme impetuosity ingulfs itself
in the Quebrada de Tipe. Reflected by the
high mountsins of Aguas Negras, this wind
goes up toward Caracas by the side of the
Hospital of the Capuchins, and the Rio Cara- -
gusts. It is loaded with humidity, which it
deposits as its temperature decreases ; and con-
sequently the summit of Silla is wrapped in
clouds when the Catia blows in the valley.
This wind is dreaded by the inhabitants of
Caracas: it causes headachs to those persons
whose nervous system is irritable. Humboldt
says, * I have known some, who, in order to
shun its effects, shut themselves up in their
houses as people do in Italy when the sirocco
blews. I thought I had perceived during my
stay at Caracas, that the wind of Catix was
purer (a little richer in oxygen) than the wind
of Petare. I eveh imagined, that its purity
might explain its exciting property. But the-
mesns I employed deserved little confidence.
The wind of Petare coming from the east and
south-east, by the eastern extremity of the
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valley of La Guayra, brings from the moun.
.tains and interior of the country.a drier air,
which dissipates the clouds, and the summit-of
the Silla rises in all its beauty."”

We know that the modifications brought by
the winds in the composition of the air, in
various places entirely escape our eudiometri-
cal experiments, the most exact of which can
estimate only as far as 0-003° of oxygen. Che-
mistry does not yet possess any means of dis-
tinguishing two jars filled, one with the air of
the Sirocco or the Catia, and the other before
these winds are felt. * It appears to me pro-
bable, says Humboldt, that the singular effects .
of the Catia, and of all those currents of air to
the influence of which popular opinion attri-
butes so much importance, must be looked for
rather in the changes of humidity and of tem-
perature, than in chemical modifications. We
need not have recourse to miasmata brought to
Caracas from the unhealthy shore on the coast :
it may be easily conceived, that men accus-
tomed to the drier air of the mountains and the
interior, must be disagreeably affected : when
the very humid air of the sea, pressed through
the Gap of Tipe, reaches ih an ascending cur-

- rent the high valley of Caracas, and getting
cooler by its dilatation, and by its contact with
the adjacent strata, deposits a great portion of
the water it contains. This inconstancy of
climate, these somewhat rapid transitions from
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a dry and transparent air to air humid and
misty, are inconveniencies which Caracas shares
in common with the whole temperate region of
the tropics, with all the places situate between
four and eight hundred toises of elevation, either
on table-lands of small extent, or on the slope
of the Cordilleras, as at Xalapa in Mexico and
Guaduas in Cundinamarca, A serenity unin-
terrupted during a great part of the year pre-
vails only in the low regions at the level of the
sea, and at considerable heights on those vast
table-lands where the uniform radiation of the
soil seems to contribute to the perfect dissolu-
tion of vesicular vapours, The intermediate
zone is at the same height as the first strata of
clouds that surround the surface of the earth;
and the climate of this zone, the temperature
of which is so mild, is essentially misty and
variable.”

Notwithstanding the elevation of the spot,
the sky is generally less blue at Caracas than
at Cumana. The aqueous vapour is less per-
fectly dissolved ; and here, as in our climates,
a greater diffusion of light diminishes the inten-
sity of the a&rial colour, by introducing white
into the blue of the air. This intensity,
measured with the cyanometer of Saussure, was
found from November to January generally
18° never above 20°. On the coasts, it was
from 22° to 25°. Humboldt remarked in the
village of Caracas, t‘lr_t the w_ind' of Petare

e

VOL. I



82

sometimes contributes singularly to give & pale
tint to the celestial vault. “ On the 22d of
January the blue of the sky, says Humboldt,
was at noon in the zenith feebler than I ever
saw it in the torrid zome. It corresponded
only to 12° of the cyanometer. The atmos-
phere was then remarkably transparent, with-
out clouds, and of extraordinary dryness. The
moment the wind of Petare ceased, the blue
colour rose at the zenith as high as 16°. I
have often observed at ses, but in a smaller
degree, a similar effect of the wind on the
colour of the serenest sky.”

We know less exactly the mean temperature
of Caracas, than that of Banta Fé de Bogota
and of Mexico. It cannot, however, be very
distant from twenty or twenty-two degrees.
Humboldt found by his observations during the
three very cool months of November, Decem-
ber, and January, taking each day the maxi-
mum and minimum of the temperature, that
the heights were 202°, 20°1°, 202°. Now,
from the knowledge we have acquired of the
distribution of heat in the different seasons,
and at different elevations above the level of
the sea, we can deduce within a certain ap-
proximation, from the means of a few months,
that of the whole year, almost in the same
manner a8 we determine the meridian altitide
of a star by elevations measured out of the
meridian. The foﬂowythe considerations
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on which are founded the results adopted by
Humboldt : At Santa Fé de Bogota, the month
of January, according to M. Caldag, differs from
the mean of the year only 0-2°, At Mexico,
very near the temperate zone, the difference
reaches &8 maximum of 3°. At La Guaym,
near Caracas, the coldest month differs from
the momual mean 4°9°; but if the air of La
Guayra (and that of Catia) rises sometimes in
winter by the Quebrada de Tipe to the high
valley of Caracas, this valley does not less re-
ceive, during a great part of the year, the
winds of the east and south.east coming from
Caurimare and the inland country. We have .
leerned by direct observations, thst at La
Guayre and Caraces, the coldest months are
23'2° and 20r1°. These differencea express a
decrement of heat, which, in the valley of
Caracas, is the simultaneous effect of the height
of the situation (or of the dilatation of the air
in the ascending current), and of the conflict
between the winds of Catia and Petare.
Aecording to s small number of observations
made in the course of three .jyears, partly at
Caracas and partly at Chacao, very near the
capital, this philosopher perceived that the
centigrade thermometer kept in the cold sea-
son—in November and December, generally ®

* Accordiog to the scale of Resumur, in the day from
16-6® to 18°; at night, from 12-8° to 136°
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between 21° and 22° in the day, and at night
between 16° and 17°. In the hot season—in
July and August, this instrument rises in the
day* to 25° or 26°, and at night to 22° or 28°.
This is the habitual state of the atmosphere;
and the same observation made with an instru-
ment which he verified, gave for the mean
temperature of the year at Caracas a little
more than 21-5°;t which, in the system of
cis-atlantic climates, is to be met with in the
plains in the latitude of 36* or 87°. Itis al-
‘most unnecessary to observe, that this com-
parison is founded only on the quantity of hest
developed in each place during the course of a
whole year, and that it extends by no means
to the climate, that is, to the distribution of
heat in the various seasons.

At Caracas, the heat very seldom rises for a
few hours in summer to 29°.% It is asserted,
that a little before the rising of the sun, it has
been seen to fall in winter aslowas 11°.§ Dur-
ing Humboldt’s stay at Caracas, the maximum
and minimum observed, were only 25* and
12'5°. The celd at night is the more intense,
from being usually accompanied with a misty
sky, which rendered him unable for whole
-weeks to take the altitudes of the sun or of the
stars. He often found the transition from the
purest transparent air to complete obscurity so

® In the day from 20° to 20'8°; at night, from IT6° to
18+4* of the therm. of Reaum.
t+ 172° Reaum. t 28R, § 88° R.
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sudden, that when he had his eye fixed on a-
satellite through the glass s minute before its-
immersion, he not only lost sight of the planet,
but of all the objects close round him, in a.
mist. Under the temperate zone in Europe,
the temperature is more uniform on the high.
mountains than in the plains. At the Hospital
of St Gothard, for instance, the difference be-
tween the mean temperature of the warmest.
and coldest months is 17°3°; while under the
same parallel, nearly at the level of the ses, it
is 20° or 21°. The cold does not increase on
our mountains so rapidly as the heat diminishes.
We shall find as we advance toward the Cor-
dilleras, that under the torrid zone the climate
is more uniform in the plains than on the
mountains. At Comana and La Guayra, (for
we must not cite places where the north winds
disturb, for some months, the equilibrium of
the atmosphere), the thermometer keeps dur-
ing the whole year between 21° and 85°. At
Santa Fé and Quito we find it vary from 3° to
92°, if we compare not the days, but the coldest
and warmest hours of the year. In the low
Yegions, at Cumana for instance, the nights
differ from the days only three or four degrees.
At Quito Humboldt found this difference,
taking carefully every day and night the mean
of four or five observations, to amount to seven

degrees. At Caracas, placed on a spot nearly
three times less in height, and on a table-land
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of little extent, the days in the mounths of No-
vember and December are still from 5° to 5°5°
hotter than the nights. These phenomena of
nocturnal refrigeration may astonish at the
first view : they are modified by the table-lands
and the mountains being heated during the
day by the action of the descending currents,
and, sbove all, by the nocturnal radiation of
caloric in the pure and dry air of the Cordil-
leras. neﬁﬂnwmgmlhndiﬁrmnfch-
mate between Caracas and its port :— °

Cimacas

La Gearma.

H Lavel of
i v | ot
Mean of the year, | 21° Lo 29° o8¢
Mean of the hot season, 24 29
Mean temp. of the cold lum. 19 255
Meximum, - 29 a5
Minimum, . . 11 21

Rains are extremely frequent at Caracas in
the months of April, May, and June. The
storms always come from the east and south.
east, from the side of Petare and La Valle. No
bail falls in the low regions of the tropics, yet
it occurs at Caracas almost every four or five'
years, Hail has even been seen in valleys still
lower ;- and this phenomenon, when it does
happen, makes a lively impression on the people.
Falls of aerolites are less rare with us than hail
under the torrid zone, notwithstanding the
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frequency of thunder storms at S00 toises of
elevation above the level of the sea

The cool and delightful climate we have
been describing, agrees with the culture of
equinoctial productions. The sugar-cane is
cultivated with success, even at heights ex-
ceeding that of Carscas; but in the valley, on
account of the dryness of the climate, and the
stony soil, they prefer the cultivation of the
coffee tree, which there yields little fruit in-
deed, but of the finest quality, When the
shrub is in blossom, the plain extendiog beyond
Chacao presents a delightful aspect. The ba-
nana tree, which is seen in the plantations
near the town, is not the great platano harilon,
but the varieties camburi and dominico, which
require less heat. The great plantains are
brought to the market of Caracas from the
haciendos of Turiamo, situate on the coast
between Burburata and Porto Cabello. The
highest flavoured pine-apples are those of
Baruto, of Empedrado, and of the heights of
Buenavista, on the road to Victoria. When a
traveller ascends for the first time to the valley
of Caracas, he is agreeably surprised to find the
culinary plants of our climates, the strawberry,
the vine, and almost all the fruit trees of the
temperate zone, growing by the side of
the coffee and banana tree. The apples and
peaches esteemed the best, come from Ma-
carao, or from the western extremity of the
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valley. There the quince tree, the trunk of
which attains only four or five feet in height,
is 80 common, thst it has almost become wild.
Preserved apples and quinces, particularly the
latter,® are much used in a country where it
is thought, that to drink water, thirst must
previously be excited by sweetmesats. In pro-
portion as the environs of the town have been
cultivated with coffee, and the establishment of
plantations (which dates only from the year
1795) has increased the number of agricultural
Negroes, the apple and quince trees scattered
in the savannahs, have given place in the valley
of Caracas to maize and pulse. Rice, watered
by means of small trenches, was formerly more
common than now in the plain of Chacso. * I
observed in this province, says Humboldt, as
in Mezico, and in all the elevated lands of the
torrid zone, that where the apple tree is most
abundant, the culture of the pear tree is at-
tended with great difficulties. I have been
assured, that near Caracas the excellent apples
sold in the markets come from trees not graft-
ed. Cherry trees are wanting. The olive trees

® Dulce de manzans y de membrillo.

t+ The coosumption of eatables, and especially meat, is
so considersble in the towns of Spanish America, that at
Carncas, in 1800, there were 40,000 oxen killed every
year; while at Paris, in the time of M, Necker, with a po~
pulation fourteen times as great, the number smounted

-only to 7C,000.
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- which I saw in the court of the convent of San
Felipe Neri were large and fine; but the luxu-
riance of their vegetation prevents them from
bearing fruit.”’

Caracas enjoys. the streams of four small
rivers. The first, which is called Guayrs, with-
out entering into the city, bounds entirely the
southetn part. - Though it is scarcely con-
siderable enough to receive the appellation of
8 river, it is yet sufficiently so to merit one
more respectable than that of a brook.

‘The second, which bears the name of Anauco,
washes the eastern part of the city. The point
in which it approaches nearest is La Candelaria,
where they have erected a handsome bridge,
which facilitates the communication with the
valley of Chacso.

The third is the Caroata. It runs over rocks
and in a bed formed by steep banks on each
gide. Its course is from north to south, on the
whole eastern part of the town. It even se-
parates it from the quarter of St John. The
two parts of the city are united by a stone
bridge, constructed with tolerable solidity, but
the regularity of which by no means approaches
that of the bridge of Candelaria.

The fourth is named Catucho. The city is
indebted to it for the water of an infinity of
public and private fountains. Yet the inhabi-
tants of Caracas suffer it to run in the same bed
which time has hollowed out, and in the midst
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of deformities the rains have occasioned ; for
the five bridges of communication they have
thrown across it, are atiributable rather to ne-
cessity than to love of ornament. The richer
class, indeed, have their water brought from El
Valle, a village a league distant on the south.
This water and that of Gamboa are reckoned
very salubrious, becauss they flow over the
roots of sarsaparilla. Humboldt, however, could
not discover in them any aromatic or extractive
matter. The water of the valley does not con-
tain any lime, but a little more carbonic acid
than the water of the Anauco.

These four rivers, after administering to all
the domestic uses of the town, unite themselves
in one bed ; then, flowing through the valley of
Chacao, covered with fruit, provisions, and ar-
ticles of commerce, and at length mingling their
vaters with those of the Tuy, they discharge
themselves under that name into the ocean,
twelve leagues east of Cape Codern.

The streets of Caracas, like those of all mo-
dern cities, are in straight lines, about twenty
feet wide, paved, intersecting each other at
right angles, and at the distance of about three
hundred feet from each other. This is the
only regularity, the only symmetry observable
in this large city, which is in other respects
well built.

There are in Caracas but three squares
which deserve that appellation, and even they
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are not without their deformities. The grand
square, nsmed Plaga Major, which ought to be
the most regular, is covered with barracks built
on the east and south quarters, which destroy
a view that nothing can recompense. This
square occupies the same space a8 one of those
portions of the town denominated Quadras,
that is to say, about three bundred feet square.
dt is well paved, and the market for every kind
of provision is held in it. Vegetables, fruits,
meat, ssited provisions, fish, poultry, game,
bread, parrots, monkeys, birds, every thing
is there sold. The cathedral, situate in the
eastern part of the square, has also no kind of
symmetrical proportion. This aquare has two
entrances on each side.

The second square uthltnmedelmn, sur-
rounded by a tolerably regular road, and iron
railing on masonry of unequal height. The
square, though not paved, has an argillaceous
soil, mixed with sand, which is as good as the
best pavement; and on the whole it presents
an agreeable object. It is not at all indebted
to the buildings with which it is environed.
The church of Candelariz alone affords it any
ornament. Although there is mot a perfect
geometrical harmony between them, the church
has a fagade which relieves the view, and adds
much to the appearance of the square.

The third is that of St Paul. Its only regula-
rity is its square shape; and its only ornament
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& fountain in the middle. The church of St
Paul is in its south-east corner, with which it
has no other correspondence than that of form-
ing a part of its square. 'This square is neither
paved nor level.

The other squares are, 1st, That of the Tn-
nity, which has not even the form of ope;
with the surface so uneven, that the eye recog-
nizes in it only a spot, destined to transmit to
posterity the negligence rather than the taste of
the citizens. 2d, That of St Hyacinth, which
has in it the convent of the Dominicans., Itis
bordered on the weat by the pavement of one
street, and crossed by another, which do not-
allow us even to suppose it was ever intended
to be a square. 3d, That of St Lazarus is a kind
of enclosure in front of the church of the same
name, situate to the south-east of the city. It
has the merit of being tolerably neat, but so far
removed from the centre of the city, that it
does not seem to make a part of it. 4th, The
square of Pastora with the ruins surrounding it,
and the church itself for the ornament of which
it ought to have been completed, offers nothing
but the melancholy aspect of monuments aban-
doned to the influence of time. 5th, That of
St John is spacious but irregular, unpaved, and
bordered on the west only by a row of meanly
constructed houses. It is here that the horse
militia are exercised.
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The houses of individuals in Caracas are
good and well built. In the interior there are
‘many which are storied, and are of a very
handsome appearance. Humboldt thinks them
higher than they ought to be in a country sub-
ject to earthquakes. Some are of brick; but
the major part of masonry in frame work, near-
ly after the manner of the Romans, and as
even at this day is practised for building in
marshes, the ses, &c.

They construct a sort of caisson without a
bottom, of boards five feet long and three broad,
which is made the mould of the front of the
wall they intend to erect. The place on which
they build serves for the bottom of this caisson,
supported by a scaffold which is removed at
every form that is added to the wall. In this
form they place and beat up at every layer a
mortar, named in the country fapia. There
are two kinds of it ; the first, to which they give
the pompous appellation of tapia royal, is com-
posed of river sand and lime. With this they
often intermix flint or small pebbles. The se-
cond is of sand and earth, with a very small
portion of lime. From the combination of in-
gredients it is easily perceived which will endure
the longest. By means of the pestle, however,
both of them acquire a consistency which for a
length of time braves the inclemency of seasons
and injury of years, These houses, when once
rough-cast and whitewashed, look quite as well
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as if built of hewn stone. The roofs are sharp,
or with two eaves. The carpenters’ work is
well: put together, very elegant, and of excel.
lent wood, which the country furnishes in abun.
dance. The covering is of curved tiles.

The houses of the principal persoos in the
city are in general neatly, and even richly fur.
nished. We behold in them beautiful glasses;
at the windows, and over the inside doos, ele-
gant curtains of crimson damask ; chairs and
sofas made of wood, the seats of which, cover-
ed with leather or damask, are stoffed with
hair, and adorned with Gothic work, but over-
loaded with gilding; bedsteads with deep
headhoards, shewing nothing but gold, covered
by superb damask counterpanes, and a number
of down pillows in fine muslin cases, trimmed
with lace, There is seldom, it is true, more
than one bed of this magnificence in each
house, which is in general the nuptial couch,
and afterwards serves only as a bed of state.

The eye wanders-also over tables with gilded
feet ; chests of drawers, on which the gilder
has exhaustad all the resources of his art ; bril-
lisnt lustres, suspended in the principal apart-
ments j cornices, which seem to hsve been
dipped in gold ; and rich carpets, covering at
least all that part of the room where the seats
of bonour. are placed : for the parlour furniture
is disposed in such a manper, that the sofa, -
which constitutes the most essential article of
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household attire, is situate at one end, with the
chairs arranged on the right and left ; and op-
posite, the principal bed of the house, placed
at the other extremity of the room, in & cham-
ber, the door of which is open, unless it be fix-
ed in an alcove equally open, and by the side
of the seats of honour.

These sorts of apartments, always exceeding-
ly neat, and very handsomely ornamented, are,
as it were, interdicted to the inhabitants of the
house. They are opened, with scarce any ex-
ception, only in honour of those who come to
fulfil the duties of friendship or the ceremonies
of etiquette.

The city of Caracas possesses scarcely any
other public edifices than those which are dedi-
cated to religion, namely, eight churches and
five convents.

The barracks, however, are handsome, ele-
gantly built, and situate on a spot whence the
view strikes on the town. They are storied,
and with a double yard. Two thousand men
may be commodiously lodged within them.
They are occupied by the troops of the line
alope, The militia have their barracks, that
is, a honse which serves for that purpose, in
the opposite part of the city.

Caracas has a college, founded in 1778 by
the Bishop Antonio Gonzalez d’Acoiis, and
converted into a university in 1792. In this
university, reading nnd'writing are first taught.
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Three prafessors teach enough of Latin to read
mass, Aristotle’s Physics, and the philosophy
of Scotus, which still prevailed at this school
in 1808. A professor of medicine demon-
strates ‘anatomy, explains the laws of animal
life, the art of curing, &c. on a skeleton and
some preparations in wax. If, however, a pro-
vision for instructing the profane arts and
sciences has been neglected, it has not been so
with the study of theology and canon law:
five professors are occupied in teaching these
sciences. One only, the most learned of
course, is employed to defend the doctrine of
St Thomas on the immaculate conception,
against all heretics ; and no diploma can be
obtained without having sworn to a sincere be-
lief in this revered dogma. The university has
also a professor who teaches the Roman law,
the Castilian laws, the code of the Indies, and
all other laws. A professor of vocal church
music forms part of this hierarchy of instruc-
tion, and teaches to the students of law and
medicine, as well as to those of theclogy, to
sing in time and harmony the airs of the Ro-
man ritual.

The republican government, however, has
introduced into the courses of instruction, the
study of the philosophy of Locke and Condil-
lac, the physics of Bacon and Newton, poeu-
matic chemistry, and mathematics.
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The' theatre holds fifteen or eighteenihuns
dred persons. "'When Humboldt was there, the
pit, ‘where the  men are separate from 'the
women, was uncovered. He saw at once the
actors and the stars. As the misty weather
made him: lose & great many observations-of
Jupiter's satellites, he was able to ascertain,
from = box in the theatre, wheth:rthr.pilmet
mldbevmbhthﬂmght.

Since we are mmhnmngthepublmm
ments ‘of Caracas, we ought to speak of: the
three tennis courts, in which they play with:
the hand and the racket. . One is situste at:
the southern extremity of the city, near the!
river Guayra ; the second, at the eastern part,:
not far from the Catucho ; the third, also to:
the east, a quarter of a league from the town. -

The population. of Caracas in 1800, accord-
ing to researches made into the number of
births, was nearly 40,000; the best informed
inhabitants believed it even to be 45,000, of
which- 18,000 are whites, and 27,000 frce men
of colpur. Computations made in 1778 had
already given from 30,000 to 52,000. All the
direct numberings have. remained a quarter
and more below the effective number. . In
1766, the population of Caracas, and the fine
valley in which that city is placed, suffered
immensely by a severe attack of the small-pox. -
The mertality rose in the town to six or eight
thousand. - Since that .memorable. pefiod, ine--

VOL. 1. o



culstion is become geoetal, and Humbbldt has
seén it practised without the aid of physicians.
In the province of Cumana, where the com-
municstions with Europe are les frequent,
there had not been in his time ove imstance of
the small.pox during fifteen years; while at
Caracas that cruel malady was constanty
dreaded, because it always shewed itself spo-
radically on several points at a ime. We say
sporadically, for in equinoctial America, where
the changes of the atmosphere, and the pheno-
mena of organic life, seem sabject to a remark-
able periodicalness, the small-pox, before the
benevolent introduction of the vaccine disesse,
exerted its ravages only, if we may place con-
fidence in general belief, every fifteen or twen-
ty years.—Since Humboldt’s retumn to Europe,
the population of Caracas has continued to
angment. -It amounted to 50,000 souls, when,
at the great earthquake of the 26th March 1812,
12,000 of the inhabitants perishad ; and in the
passing of & moment these devoted people were
thus reduced to 38,000. As if an enormous
mine had been exploded under the cty, the
earth was upheaved to a tremendous height,
and these unfortunate persons were swallowed
up, or perished amid the ruins of their houses.
The political events which have succeeded this
catastrophe, have reduced the number of inha-
bitants ¢o less than 20,000; but these losses
will soon be repaired, as the fertile and com-
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metcial country of which Caracas is the centre,
will now have the happiness of enjoying re-
pose, and & wise sdministration.®

If the atmospheric constitution of the val
ley of Caracas be favoatable to the different
kinds of culture upon which colonial industry
is founded, it is not equally so to the health of
the inhabitants, and the strangers settled in the
capital of Venezuela. The great inconstancy
of the weather, and the frequent suppression of
cutaneous perspiration, give birth to catarrhal
affections, which assume the most different
forms. A European once accustomed to the
violent heat, enjoys better health at Cumana,
in the valley of Aragua, and in every place
where the low region of the tropics is not very
humid, than at Caracas, and in those mountain
climates which are boasted of as the abode of
perpetual spring.

Spu]ungnf the yellow fever of La Guayra,
the upmmu generally adopted is, that this cruel
disease is propagated ss little from the coast
of Venezuela to the capital, as from the coast
of Mexico to Xalapa. This opinion is founded
on the experience of the last twenty years.
The contagious disorders which have exerted
their ravages in the port of La Guayra were
scarcely felt at Caracas. “ I would not, says

® For a more minute account of manners at Caracas,
see Chapter 1L
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Humboldt, disturb, by groundless terrors, the
security enjoyed by the inhabitants. of the
capital ; but I am not-convinced that the: Ame-
rican fyphus, rendered: endemic on the coast
as the port becomes mare frequented, if it be
favoured by particular dispositions of the cli-
‘mate, will not become common in the valley ;
for the mean temperature of Caracas is con-
siderable enough to allow the thermometer in
‘the hottest months to keep between twenty-
two and twenty-gix degrees.® If there be mo
doubt that the typhus in the temperate zone is
communicated by contact, can we be certain,
that in a high degree of exacerbation, it would
not be equally contagious by contact under
the torrid zone, in places where, within four
leagues of the coast, the predisposition of the
organs is favoured by the temperature of sum-
mer? The situation of Xalapa, on the decli-
vity of the Mexican mountains, promises more
security, because this town, less populous, is
five times farther distant from the sea than
Caracas, and two hundred and - thirty toises
higher ; and its mean temperature is three de-
grees cooler. In 1696, a bishop of Venezuela,
Diego.de Banos, .dedicated a church (ermita)
to Santa Rosalia of Palermo, for having deliver-
ed the capital from' the scourge.of the black
vomit, after its ravages had lasted sixteen

* Between 17° and 208° Reaum.- et
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nronths. - "A miass celebfated every yeir in'the
ocathedral, in the beginning of September, has
perpetuated: the memory of this epidemic, in
the same manner as processions have fixed in
the ‘Spanish colonies the date of the great
eartbquakes. The year 1696 was indeed very
remarkable for the yellow fever, which prevail-
ed with violence in sll the West India islands,
where it had only begun to establish its empire
in 1688. But how can we give credit to an
epidemical black vomit, which lasted sixteen
months without interruption, and which may
be said to have passed through that very cool
season when the thermometer at Caracas falls
to twelve or: thirleen degrees?  Can the typhus
be more ancient in the elevated-valley of Cara-
cas, than in the most frequented parts of Tierra
Firme? ‘According to Ulloa it was unknown:
in -these latter before 1729. We may doubt,
therefore, the epidemic of 1696 having been
the yellow fever, or the real typhus of Ame-
rica. Black evacuations often accompany
hilious remittent fevers; and are no more cha-
racteristic than hematemeses of that severe
disease now kpaqwn at the Havannah and Vera,
Cruz by the name of vomilo. But if no aceu-
rate description demonstrate that the typhus
of America existed at Caracas as early. as the
end of the seventeenth century, it is unhappily
too certain, that this disease carried off in that
capital a great number of young European
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soldiers in 1802. It is distressing to reflect,
that, in the centre of the torrid zone, a table.
land four hundred and fifty toises high, but
very near the sea, does not preserve the inhabi-
tants from a scourge, which was believed to
belong only to the low regions of the coast.”

SECTION III.

OTHER TOWHNE OF YENEZUELA AND CORO.

WEe may take these generally in the order of
their population.

1. Coro is the principal place of the pro-
vince of that name, and is situate in 11° north
Iatitude, and 72° SO0’ west longitude, on an
isthmus which divides the Gulf of Venezuela,
or Maracaibo, from the Caribbean Sea. Coro
is BO leagues west of Caracas, 65 north of
Maracaibo, and 33 north-west of Barquisimeto.
This city is placed on a dry sandy plain, cover-
ed with Indian figs, or plants of the cactus
family. It is supplied with fruit and vegetables
from some fertile plains three leagues distant.

Coro was founded in 1527, and was the
second settlement made by Europeans on this
coast. Its fortunate situation for trading with
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the naighhouring islands, and particularly with
Porto Rico and St Domingo, caused its site
to be chosen for the first settlement which the
Spaniards founded on this part of Tierra Firme.
Coro was accordingly considered, for s long
while, the capital of Veneszuels, till in 1576,
when the governor transferred his residence to
Leon de Caracas, since which time no person
of high rank, excepting the bishop, remains at -
Coro. The streets of Coro are regular, but the
houses are mean, and the city is not paved.
Its public buildings are a church, and a small
convent of Franciscans.

Such is the scarcity of water at Coro, that
the city is supplied from a distance of two miles,
by means of mules and asses, laden with that .
necesgary aliment.

The inhabitants, who amount to 10,000, arg
in general not rich, possessing little activity or
enterprise: many of them pride themselves on
account of being deacended from Lhe conque.
rors of the country. Coro containg but few
Negroes, as the laborious work is performed by
the Indians who inbabit the suburbs. The
wages, says Lavaysse, are calculated on local
wretchedness, that is to say, are very low. In
truth they live there with so much parsimony,
that they cannot go to ask a bit of fire from a
neighbour, withont carrying a piece of wood
_ of the same size as the brand they take away;
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and- this exchange’ umﬂtljlmpt&m
dlﬁcul-tv. .

Importlnuopen from: pesth to mosth.east;
and neither its accommodations, nor the com-.

modities it trades in, are safficient to render it
a place of much resort. .

+ Some trade, however, is r.l.rmd on among
them with the West India islands in mules,
hides, gosts, coarse pottery ware,. cheese, &c.
which' are'all brought from the integior.  Their
ehief commercial relations:are with Curages,
from wlncli:ﬂmdthtym distant ndynnhy’u
sail.
~ Thnpemnnﬂ:.whmh lmtothemonhnf
Coro, is called Paragoama, and the isthmus is
about a league in width, from whiclv the pen-
insula stretches from south-west to north-west
for twenty leagues. It is inhabited by. people
of colour and Indians, who breed great quan-
lities of cattle on it, which they ship off clan-
destinely to Curagoa, that island being sup-
plied from this place with meat and vegetables,
by open boats, which cross over daily.

' The next place of-note in the government
of Venezuela is Porto Caverro, or Puerto Ca-
bello; 30 leagues north-east of Caracas, in 10°
20’ north latitude, and G9° 11’ west longitude.
It lies in a fine harbour, in the Golfo Triste,
near Curagoa, to the neighbourhood of which
island it owes its importance.




capable . of 1 affording ; anchorage to a . whale
navy. It is defended agsinst the fury of the
land, which encompasses it.on the south, . éast,
and west, is so happily. disposed by nature, as
to .baffle. the impetnosity .of the north-east
wind, which is so common there. So little
does' this bay partake of those sgitations which
continually prevail with more or less violence
in the tropical seas, that it resembles a pond
more than 8 port. The surge, which is no
where more common, .never disturba the placid
composure of the road. Its anchorage, which
owes nothing to art, is so commodious, that



the -largest ships may lay slongside of the
wharf, load and unloed without the assistance
nfhgl:w:. men of war have no other

formed, and the town detached from the sub-
urbs.

The exterior buildings are by far the most
pumerous. They are, however, built very icre-
gularly ; and the island town is chiefly occu-
pied by the forts and warchouses ; the com-
munication between the two being by & bridge

* Las Tetas de Larin
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over the canal, st the end of which is placed a
gate which is always closed at night.

It has one parish church near the harbour,
and two hospitals,~ooe for the soldiers, and
one for private persons.

The population of Porto Cavello amounts to
nearly 0000. The Guipuzcoa Company intro-
duced Biscayans into this and all the places
where it made sny establishments, It is not
therefore surprising to find, at Porto Cavello,
the class of Europesss composed in a grest
messure of Biscayans, who are as much re-
marked for decency of manners and industry,
as for the singularity of their language.

. The general occupstion of the whites is
commerce and navigation. Their principal
and almost only connexions are with the ports
of the same continent, and the neighbouring
colonies. More than sixty vessels of different
sizes are employed in the coasting trade.

In no part was there before the Revolution
so much contraband trade. More than half
the produce of the province of Caracas was
carried there, and sold to the smugglers of
Curagos and Jamaica, who paid for all that
produce in Dutch and British merchandise,
besides selling annually to the amount of from
one million three hundred thousand, to one
million four hundred thousand dollars of those
merchandises, for which they were paid in
specie.
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.. More than ten thousind mules'are exported-
annually, It is curious enough to :see these:
shimals embarked : they are thrown down

and night. We may guess what quiet a pas--
senger enjoys, who has the courage to embark -
for Jamaica in a schooner lsden with mules. -
Porto Cavello.is moreover the depoeit of all:
tite castern part ‘of the.province.of Venezuela.
Tts stores furnish ta the jurisdictions of - Valen.
cin, San Carlos, Barquisimeto,” St Philip,. and
one part of the.Valles of Aragua, all the mer-.
chandise comsumed within them. It is also at.
Porto Cavello that a great portion of the arti.
¢les cultivated within those districts arrives. .
- The climate of Porto Cavello is less ardent
than that of La Guayra. The breeze there is.
stronger, more frequent, and more regular..
The houses do not lean against rocks that
absorb the rays of the sun during the day, and-
émit- caloric at night. The air can circulate.
hore freely between the coast and:the moun..
talns of Ilaria. The causes of the insalubrity:
of the atmosphere must therefore, be sought in
the shores that extend to the east, as far as the
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eye can teach, toward. the Punta de Tucacds,
neac the fine port of Chichiribiche. There are
the salt works ; and there at the beginning of
the rainy season tettian fevers prevail;, and easi-
ly degeperate into ssthenic fevers. A curious
who are employed in the salt works are maore
tawny, and have a yellower skin, when they
have suffered several successive years from those
fevers, which are called the malady of the
coast. . The poor fishérmen who dwell o this
shore assert, that it is not the inundations of
the sea, and the retreat of the sdlt water, which
render the lands covered with mangroves so
unhealthful ;* but that the insalubrity of* the
mir is owing to the fresh water, to the over,
flowings of the Guayguaza and Estevan, the
awell of which is so great and sudden in-the
mouoths of October and November. Thebanks
of the Rio Estevan have been -less dangerous
to inhabit, since little plantations of maize and
plantains have besn established ; and, by rais,
ing and bardening. the ground, the river has
been contained within narrower limits. -A plan
is formed of giving another isue to the Rio
Sao Estevan, and thus to mdetlheennmm

* lnthuw.-.nlnﬂuldudl. dlthd.ruﬂ‘ulmhﬁm
which prevail during the wintry season, have been for a
loog time attributed to the south winds. These winds con-
vey the emanstions of the mouths of the Orinoco, and of
the small rivers of Tierrn Firme, toward.the high latitudes:
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of Porto Cavello more wholesome. A canial is
to lead the waters toward that part of the coast
which is opposite the island of Guayguaza. -

* We were received with the utmost kind-
ness, says Humbeldt, into the house of a French
physician, M. Julise, principal surgeon to the
royal hospital of Porto Cavello, and celebrat.
ed'in the country for his profound study of the
yellow fever. During a period of seven years,
he had seen six or eight thousand persons enter
the hospitals attacked by this cruel malady.
He had observed the ravages which the epi-
demic caused in admiral Ariztizabal’s fleet in
1793. That fleet lost nearly the third of its
men ; for the sailors were almost all unseason-
ed Europeans, and held an unrestrained inter.
course with the shore. M. Juliac had hereto.
fore treated the sick as was commonly practis-
ed in Tierra Firme and in the islands, by bleed-
ings, aperient medicines, and acid drinks. In
this treatment no attempt was made to raise the
vital powers by the action of stimulants. In
attempting to calm the fever, the languor and
debility were augmented. In the hospitals,
where the sick were crowded, the mortality
was then thirty-three in a hundred among the
white Creoles, and sixty-five among the Euro.
peans recently disembarked. Since a stimulant
treatment, the use of opium, of benzoin, and of
alcoholic draughts, has been substituted for the
ancient debilitating method, the mortality has
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comsiderably diminished. It was believed to
be reduced to twenty in a8 hundred among
Europeans, and ten among Creoles;* even
when black vomitings, and hemorrhages from
the nose, ears, and gums, indicated a high de-
gres of exacerbation in the malady. I relate
faithfully what was then given as the general
result of observation; but I think, in these
numerical comparisons, it must not be forgot-
tea, that, notwithstanding appearances, the
epidemics of several successive years do not re-
semblé each other j and that, in order to decide
on the use of fortifying or debilitating medi-
eines, (if indeed this difference exist in an abso-
lute sense), we must distinguish between the
varioua periods of the malady.”

The military defence of the coasts of Tierra
Firme rests on six points :—The castle of St
Antonio, at Cumanas the Morro de Nueva
Barcelona; the fortifications of La Guayrs,
mounting one hundred and thirty-four guns;
Porto Cavello; Fort-St Charles, at the mouth
of the Lake of Mamcaibo; and Carthagena.

® At Cadiz, the aversge mortality was, in 1800, twenty
in & hundred ; at Berille, in 1801, it amounted to sixty in »
hundred. At Vers Crus, the mortality does not exceed
twelye or ffteen in o hundred, when the sick ean be pro-
pecly sttended. Inm the civil hospitals of Paris, the num-
ber of deaths, one year with another, is from fourteen to
eighteen in a hundred; but it is asserted, that a great
number of patients enter the hospitals almost dying, or at
lrﬂrlﬂvmdtimunﬂih’



